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Facts & Figures 
 
 One of the most 

natural disaster-
prone countries in 
the world 

 The highest 
population density 

in the world:  
1 237.51 
persons/km2 

 

 The country hosts a 
large number of 
Rohingya refugees* 
coming from 
Myanmar 

Total EU* 
humanitarian aid to 

Bangladesh since 
2007:  

€153.6 million 

including €6.8 million 

for 2017, out of which 
€3 million are for 
Disaster Risk 

Reduction, Disaster 
Preparedness and 
Resilience  

 

*Funding by European Civil 

Protection and Humanitarian 

Aid Operations (ECHO) 
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Key messages 

 Bangladesh is one of the most disaster-prone countries in the world, 

exposed to a variety of natural disasters including cyclones, floods, earthquakes 

and landslides. A very high population density exacerbates the impact of 

localized disasters. Responding to the emergency and early recovery needs of 

people affected by recurrent natural disasters is an EU priority.  

 Bangladesh is an EU Flagship Country for Resilience, with a joint 

approach between humanitarian and development actions. Particular emphasis is 

put on three locations: Chittagong Hill Tracts, Cox Bazar and Satkhira. 

 The Rohingya, an ethnic, religious and linguistic minority who are 

subjected to exclusion and discrimination in their home country of Myanmar, 

have sought refuge in neighbouring Bangladesh for over 30 years. EU funding 

provides basic life-saving support to over 120 000 unregistered Rohingya 

refugees living in the Kutupalong makeshift camp, Leda site, Shamlapur village, 

and Balukhali settlement. In addition, an estimated 300 000-500 000 refugees 

together with the local host communities also receive assistance from EU-funded 

projects. 

 An estimated 600 000 children suffer from severe acute 

malnutrition in Bangladesh, according to UNICEF. Addressing severe acute 

malnutrition in all humanitarian interventions is therefore essential while at the 

same time joining up with longer-term support from development partners. 

 Following Tropical Cyclone “Roanu”, which brought heavy floods and 

mudslides affecting over 1.3 million people in May 2016, the European 
Commission provided €2.7 million for emergency support . 
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Humanitarian situation and needs 

Background and/or Situation in Country 
Bangladesh is one of the most disaster-prone countries in the world, exposed to a variety of natural 

disasters including cyclones, floods and earthquakes. Bangladesh ranks as the 8th most populated country 

in the world, with the highest population density of the planet: 1 237.51 persons per square kilometre– 

growing at an estimated rate of 1.59% per year. This very high density exacerbates the impact of localized 

disasters. Continuing population growth and environmental degradation could further aggravate the 

intensity of disasters in the future, contributing to a significant increase in humanitarian needs. 

Bangladesh is also the theatre of two forgotten crises: the Rohingya refugees in the southeast and the 

marginalised ethnic minorities in the Chittagong Hill Tracts. 

 

Major needs and related problems 

 

NATURAL DISASTERS 
Bangladesh ranks first in the world in terms of vulnerability and 6th globally in terms of human exposure 

to floods and cyclone. Similarly, the country is highly exposed to the risk of tsunami (3rd out of 76 

countries) and earthquakes (17th out of 153 countries), landslides (35th out of 162) and drought (63rd 

out of 162 countries)1. According to recent reports, Bangladesh faces extreme risks from climate change 

and ranks second on the Climate Change Vulnerability Index1. Being mostly low-lying and in the 

confluence of two large Asian rivers (the Ganges and the Brahmaputra) much of the country is prone to 

widespread seasonal flooding and very vulnerable to the effects of climate change. The frequency, 

unpredictability and severity of these disasters is likely to be adversely affected by global warming, 

population growth, environmental degradation, and ill-maintained infrastructure - all contributing to 

increase acute humanitarian needs.  

 

The south-western region, particularly Satkhira district, has witnessed recurring cycles of waterlogging 

while flooding and saline intrusion have also affected food security and livelihoods.  

 

On 21 May 2016, Tropical Cyclone Roanu made landfall in the southern coastal division of Chittagong, 

bringing torrential downpours and triggering heavy floods and landslides which affected some 1.3 million 

people along its path. The storm left more than 75 000 homes destroyed or damaged and displaced over 

215 000 people. Following the event, more than 430 000 people were in need of humanitarian assistance.  

 

ROHINGYA REFUGEES  
Bangladesh is host to one of the most intractable refugee crises 

in the world: the Rohingya crisis*. This ethnic, religious and 

linguistic minority is subject to exclusion and discrimination in 

their home country Myanmar/Burma*, resulting in many of 

them seeking refuge in neighbouring Bangladesh for the last 30 

years. The country has experienced a major influx of Rohingya 

refugees since October 2016 following escalating tensions and 

violence in the northern part of Myanmar’s Rakhine state. More 

than 74 000 Rohingyas have fled across the Naaf River into 

Bangladesh in search for protection and assistance. The sudden 

surge in the number of Rohingya arrivals has put a tremendous 

strain on the existing humanitarian services .  

 

The vast majority have not been granted refugee status and 

are referred to as “undocumented Myanmar nationals” by the 

Government of Bangladesh. Without legal status they are 

unable to pursue education or formal employment and remain 

vulnerable to exploitation and serious protection risks. In 2014, the Government of Bangladesh launched 

its National Strategy for Undocumented Myanmar Nationals, a broad roadmap outlining the authorities’ 

general approach to the crisis. Sections of this Strategy are being rolled out under the coordination of the 

International Organisation for Migration (IOM), which has been mandated by the Government to 
coordinate its implementation.  

CHITTAGONG HILL TRACTS 

The Rohingya have suffered legal and social 

discrimination for decades in their home country 

Myanmar/Burma. Photo credit: EU/ECHO/Pierre 

Prakash 
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The combination of a twenty-year long separatist conflict, demographic pressure, ethnic tensions, 

decreased productivity of traditional slash-and-burn agriculture, and an invasion of rodents a few years 

ago, result in alarming levels of food insecurity in this remote part of south-eastern Bangladesh. Recent 

reports suggest that the Chittagong Hill Tracts are among the most food insecure regions of the country: 

77% of households identified as having poor or borderline food consumption practices, and in 35% of 

households, one or more family member skip meals.  

NUTRITION 
According to UNICEF and the Government of Bangladesh, 48% of children under the age of five across the 

country are chronically malnourished, 13.5% are acutely malnourished and 3.4% (600 000) suffers from 

severe acute malnutrition. The mental and physical damage caused by severe malnutrition in the early 

years of childhood is permanent. Moreover, recurrent floods and cyclones further compound malnutrition 

among affected people, as they have little time to recover between disasters.  

The European Union's Humanitarian Response 

Funding 
The European Commission’s humanitarian aid department (ECHO) has been working in Bangladesh since 

2002, both in disaster preparedness and emergency response activities. It continues to fund emergency 

assistance for people affected by floods and cyclones, and remains committed to providing basic life-saving 

support to over 120 000 unregistered Rohingya refugees living in the Kutupalong makeshift camp, Leda 

site, Shamlapur village and Balukhali settlement  

 

In 2017, ECHO has made available € 6.8 million to address humanitarian needs as well as to support 

disaster risk reduction and resilience building in Bangladesh. This includes basic humanitarian assistance 

for Rohingya populations, both those who have been living in displacement in Bangladesh for many years 

and those newly arrived, and host communities living close to the refugee settlements. They receive health 

care, water and sanitation facilities, nutrition support, and protection services. Last year, € 11.8 million 

were allocated for humanitarian response, disaster preparedness and resilience building in the country.  

 

In response to Tropical Storm Roanu which struck southern Bangladesh in May 2016, the European 

Commission allocated €2.7 million to address emergency humanitarian needs of the most affected families. 

The aid focused on the provision of urgent food and water assistance as well as access to sanitation 

facilities and good hygiene practices. Funding was also provided for food insecure communities in the 

Chittagong Hills Tract, in the form of food assistance and livelihood support programmes designed to make 

them more resilient.  

 

Disaster Preparedness, Disaster Risk Reduction and Resilience programming remain key priority areas for 

ECHO in Bangladesh. In this context, partners continue supporting the Government in the roll-out and 

implementation of its Standing Order on Disasters and Disaster Management Act at the community level. 

This includes supporting locally identified initiatives such as the building of flood-resistant infrastructure 

and early warning systems, as well as school based disaster preparedness. ECHO together with its 

partners, is trying to go a step further by ensuring that peoples’ livelihoods are more resistant to natural 

disasters, thereby reducing their level of vulnerability to shocks and stresses. Since 2001, ECHO has 

contributed over €23 million to Disaster Risk Reduction and resilience building activities. 

OUTREACH AND COORDINATION WITH HUMANITARIAN PARTNERS 

ECHO is an active member of the Humanitarian Country Task Team, and facilitates coordination between 

partner organizations and local, national and regional level stakeholders in humanitarian response. In the 

recent past, the food security cluster led by the UN’s World Food Programme (WFP) and Food and 

Agriculture Organization (FAO), as well as the Nutrition cluster led by UNICEF, have also been supported by 

ECHO.  

MAJOR CHALLENGES IN DELIVERING AID 
Hesitant authorization for international NGOs to provide assistance to medium scale disasters, as well as to 

the unregistered Rohingya refugees and local host communities, hampers the humanitarian response. 

Together with other donors, ECHO continues to strive for an improved humanitarian response mechanism, 
allowing for a rapid response in times of need. 

http://bit.ly/echo-fs


 

 

*For all latest ECHO Factsheet: 
  bit.ly/echo-fs 

ECHO Factsheet – Bangladesh – June 2017 - Page 4 /5 
 

 
 

Examples of EU-funded projects in Bangladesh  

 

Satkhira district is one of the most disaster prone 

areas of Bangladesh, suffering from chronic 

waterlogging, high salinity and cyclone exposure. 

Most communities depend on daily labour in the 

agricultural sector, which is extremely vulnerable to 

recurrent natural disasters. To enhance the 

resilience of at-risk populations to disasters, the 

European  

Commission provided funding to enable Solidarites 

International (SI) to implement disaster 

preparedness initiatives in the area. In collaboration 

with local communities and authorities, the project 

focused on the introduction of resilient agricultural 

techniques, including integrated farming, to ensure 

regular crop production throughout the year.  

© European Union/ECHO 

 

 

 

To improve the conditions for Rohingya refugees in 

Bangladesh, the European Commission has been 

funding its partners to implement multiple 

humanitarian initiatives tailored to meet the most 

pressing needs. Whilst these projects target both the 

refugees and host communities, special emphasis has 

been placed on unregistered refugees who are 

considered illegal migrants and therefore have no 

access to public services and any other form of aid. 

Funded activities include the delivery of much-needed 

medical care, which ranges from general treatment to 

health care for pregnant and lactating women, as well 

as new-borns. © European Union/ECHO 

 

 

 

 

Malnutrition is a concern in Bangladesh, with some 

48% of children under the age of five considered 

acutely malnourished. With the aim to tackle the 

crisis, the Commission has provided funding to its 

humanitarian partners to deliver much-needed 

support to affected families. One of the projects 

was implemented by World Food Programme (WFP) 

in Satkhira where recurring incidents of natural 

disasters further exacerbate the already-dire 

nutrition situation. Under the programme, nutrient-

rich food and knowledge on appropriate dietary 

practices were provided to the most vulnerable 

populations. © WFP 
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