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Briefing Note – 30 October 2014 
South-Central Somalia 
Floods 
 

 
Need for international 

assistance 

Not required Low Moderate Significant Urgent 

  X   

 Insignificant Minor Moderate Significant Major 

Expected impact   X   

 

 

Crisis Overview 

 

Heavy rains in south-central Somalia, in upper parts of the Shabelle basin in  the Somali-

Ethiopian border, have caused flooding along both the Shabelle and Juba Rivers. The 

worst-hit areas are along the Shabelle River: Beledweyne in Hiraan region, and in the 

Middle Shabelle region, where there have been some river breakages. Along the Juba 

River, Dolo in Gedo region, and Jilib and Jamame in Lower Juba have been 

affected. Xudur in Bakool region has also experienced heavy rains. Although there 

are no reports of the total number of people affected, around 2,500 in Beledweyne have 

been displaced from Kooshin and Hawo Tako and are in need of humanitarian 

assistance.  

 

Rainfall Forecast  

Map 1. Week ending 27/10/2014                    Map 2. 28/10/2013–03/11/2013  

                                  

Key Findings 

 

 

Anticipated 

scope and 

scale  

 

 

 

The forecast for the coming days predicts more rain within the 

basins, and therefor the risk for further flooding has been set as 

high. On 27 October, the Global Disaster Alert and Coordination 

System estimated the flood will have a low humanitarian impact.  

As of 28 October, the Shabelle River level at Beledweyne (Hiraan 

region) is 7.70m, which exceeds the flooding level, and is only 

0.40m below bank‐full capacity. The flood situation has evolved 

slowly, and alerts have been issued in advance, yet no response 

has been reported. 

 

 

 

Priorities for 

humanitarian 

intervention 

 

 Per sector: evacuation, WASH, temporary shelter, food and 

health; 

 Per geographic area: Beledweyne in Hiraan region, Middle 

Shabelle, Dolo in Gedo region and Jilib and Jamame in Lower 

Juba.  

 

 

Humanitarian 

constraints 

 

Road access is severely constrained in the area due to insecurity. 

There is fighting along major supply routes and road blockages 

and illegal checkpoints. (OCHA 17/10/2014). Al Shabaab continues 

to control key supply routes, hampering commercial activities. 

 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Somalia%20Humanitarian%20Bulletin%20September%202014.pdf
http://www.acaps.org/
http://www.acaps.org/
http://www.start-network.org/
http://www.start-network.org/
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Crisis Impact 
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Access of Affected Population to Essential Services 

 Food: Affected population will be in need of food and cooking materials. 

 WASH: Absence of safe drinking water.  

 Health: Cases of acute watery diarrhoea and waterborne diseases are expected. 

 Shelter: 2,500 people have been displaced and are reportedly camping at Eljale 

area, 3km northeast of Beledweyne (Floodlist 27/10/2014, Local Media 29/10/2014).  

 Protection: Displaced population are in need of safe, dry, temporary shelter.  

 

Vulnerable Groups Affected 

 Significant proportions of the population in the regions are already facing Phases 3 

and 4 food insecurity.  

 Given recent fighting in the area by the Somali National Armed Forces (SNAF) and 

African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) offensive, about 7,000 people have 

been displaced in August and September (80,000 in total this year), largely in 

Bakool and Lower Shabelle regions (OCHA 17/10/2014).  

 

Humanitarian and Operational Constraints 

Gaining access, be it by road or air, should be the main initial priority for humanitarian 

actors on the ground. Access is severely constrained due to insecurity, and given the 

volatile security situation in the area, extra precautionary measures should be taken to 

reduce any risks.  

 

 

Aggravating Factors 
 

Date/Time – Weather/Altitude 

Average to above-average October–December deyr rains are forecast. As the rains 

start, temperatures usually drop. Food availability will increase and prices will decline 

after the deyr harvest, between January and February. In the case that the deyr rains 

are below average, food security will continue to deteriorate until 2015 (FEWSNET 

15/10/2014).  

 

Political Stability and Security 

 National level: Protracted conflict, consecutive years of drought, natural hazards, 

and disruption of basic infrastructure have led to large-scale displacement in 

Somalia and across the region. The SNAF-AMISOM offensive was launched in 

early March 2014 to recover Al Shabaab-controlled areas of southern and central 

Somalia. Security is said to have deteriorated since the launch of the offensive. Al 

Shabaab is reportedly fleeing south and northeast before the SNAF-AMISOM 

advance. Numbering 7,000–9,000 militants, Al Shabaab typically targets Somali 

government officials, AMISOM forces, and perceived government allies.  

 South-central Somalia: Almost half of the population of Somalia, around 

3.2 million people, is vulnerable to external shocks and lacks access to basic goods 

and services. An estimated three million people are living in seven regions affected 

by the SNAF-AMISOM offensive: Bakool, Gedo, Lower Shabelle, Hiraan, Bay, 

Banadir and Lower Juba. The UN has repeatedly warned of a looming 

humanitarian emergency (ACAPS 27/10/2014). The second phase of the offensive, 

dubbed Operation Indian Ocean and which began in late August, caused the 

displacement of about 7,000 people between August and September (OCHA 

19/09/2014). On 19 October, AMISOM forces bound for the village of Deefow, 40km 

north of Beledweyne, were blocked by armed men and protesters at El Gal, 10km 

north of Beledweyne. The men opened fire on the AMISOM troops, although there 

are no clear reports as to number of injured or dead (UN 20/10/2014).  

 

Other Factors of Vulnerability 

 Significant populations face Phases 3 and 4 of food insecurity in Galgaduud, Hiraan, 

Middle Shabelle, Bari, Mudug, Nugaal, Middle Juba, Lower Juba, and Sanaag 

(ACAPS 27/10/2014). 

 In Bulo Burto, south of Beleydwene, in Hiraan region, humanitarian needs are high 

as a result of drought and roads blocked since the Government took control of the 

town in March. The only hospital is closed and health needs are vast. Farmers have 

not been able to cultivate their land and rely on food aid as commercial routes to 

Mogadishu and Beledweyne have been cut off. Prices of basic food commodities 

have spiked an average 50% in the last six months due to main roads being blocked 
(OCHA 19/09/2014, 17/10/2014). 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://floodlist.com/africa/2500-evacuated-shabelle-river-overflows-somalia
http://floodlist.com/africa/2500-evacuated-shabelle-river-overflows-somalia
http://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/humanitarian-bulletin-somalia-september-2014-issued-17-october-2014
http://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/somalia-food-security-alert-15-october-2014
http://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/somalia-food-security-alert-15-october-2014
http://geo.acaps.org/
http://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/humanitarian-bulletin-somalia-august-2014-issued-19-september-2014
http://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/humanitarian-bulletin-somalia-august-2014-issued-19-september-2014
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=49125#.VFFukIvF-r8
http://geo.acaps.org/
http://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/humanitarian-bulletin-somalia-august-2014-issued-19-september-2014
http://reliefweb.int/report/somalia/humanitarian-bulletin-somalia-august-2014-issued-19-september-2014
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Key Characteristics of Host Population and Area 

 

 Demographic profile: The total population of Somalia is estimated to be 

10,428,043. Of 1.1 million IDPs across the country, 893,000 are located in south-

central Somalia.  

 WASH: The population of south-central Somalia has little to no access to clean 

drinking water (ACAPS 27/10/2014). 

 Health:  National life expectancy is 51.6 years; infant mortality rate is 100.4 deaths 

per 1,000 live births (2012).  

 Food insecurity: A survey indicates deteriorating food security in south-central 

Somalia. 21.9% of respondents in August reported poor or borderline food 

consumption, compared to 12.9% in May. In July, food prices in Xudur, Wajid, 

Burdhubo, Garbaharey, Bulo Burto, Qoryole, and Albuur were 30–150% higher than 

usual (ACAPS 27/10/2014).  

 Nutrition: There is a critical nutrition situation (GAM) in Hiraan, Bakool, Gedo and 

Bay, while there is a serious nutritional situation (GAM) in Middle Shabelle, Banad 

and Lower Shabelle (FSNAU 10/2014). 

 

 

Response Capacity 
 

Local and National Response Capacity 

The Somalia Water and Land Information Management (SWALIM) provide vital 

information on water sources, river gauging networks, weather monitoring and flood 

early warning and response (SWALIM). 

 

International Response Capacity 

International response capacity in Al Shabaab controlled areas is severely limited. At a 

national level, the Food Security Cluster is led by FAO, WFP, WOCCA and RAWA; 

Logistics by WFP; Nutrition by UNHCR and DRC; Protection by UNHCR and 

UNHABITAT; Shelter by UNHCR and UNHABITAT; WASH by UNICEF and OXFAM 

GB; and Health by WHO and Merlin (OCHA 10/10/2014).  In the past, AMISOM forces 

have distributed food and moved victims to higher ground (IRIN 01/10/2012). The 

challenging operating environment has prompted aid workers to use different methods 

to reach otherwise inaccessible areas. Airlifts began in August as a short-term solution 

to the highly challenging operating environment and numerous access constraints 
(OCHA 17/10/2014). 

 

Population Coping Mechanisms 

Somalis are known to be among the most resilient populations in the world. Somalia 

has a strong social network and support system that provides insurance and assistance 

in times of difficulty. However, the scope of humanitarian needs throughout Somalia is 

vast. 

Information Gaps and Needs 

 

Information on the number displaced by the floods and their food, health, and shelter 

status is unclear. Information is lacking regarding the impact on critical infrastructure or 

particular vulnerabilities in the area, apart from access restrictions. No information is 

available on response by national or international organisations. 

 

Lessons Learned 

 

Floods in Shabelle and Juba have increased severity and frequency, as has the 

economic damage and human casualties they cause. To mitigate and control the effects 

of the floods, SWALIM, FAO, and United States Geological Survey have created flood 

forecasting and early warning systems. Lessons learned from past floods have led to 

the creation of various initiatives, including the production of a flood bulletin, 

establishment of a flood information centre in Somalia, building a flood information 

dissemination network in Somalia, and developing and improving the flood prediction 

methodologies.  

Past floods in the region have led responders to believe that:  

 Flood risk management, readiness for response, and community preparedness is 

only effective when carried out in an integrated manner.  

 Resilience to natural disasters includes a home safe from flooding, the knowledge 

and skills to prepare for and cope with disasters, and the financial security to recover 

and rebuild in the aftermath of a shock.  

 Flood control measures and policies should be directed to the mitigation of flood 

damage rather than flood prevention.  

 Resources should be allocated to help people adopt a lifestyle that conforms to their 

natural environment. Solutions such as changing housing structures and crop 

patterns can help reduce flood damage.  

Implementation of an improved real-time flood and drought control warning system 

can reduce the damage caused by floods. Improved forecasting and early warning 

system and preparedness measures have helped to reduce the number of lives lost 

and impact on livelihoods by flood. 
Sources: (WFP 19/20/2014, JNA ACAPS 04/2014) 

http://geo.acaps.org/
http://geo.acaps.org/
http://www.fsnau.org/products/maps/nutrition-situation-maps
http://www.faoswalim.org/about_us
http://reliefweb.int/map/somalia/somalia-south-central-cluster-activities-and-response-october-2014
http://www.irinnews.org/report/96430/somalia-floods-displace-thousands-in-beletweyne#.VFHmig4ylGc.mailto
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Somalia%20Humanitarian%20Bulletin%20September%202014.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/flood-protection-beyond-dams-building-resilience-bangladesh
http://reliefweb.int/report/bangladesh/flood-protection-beyond-dams-building-resilience-bangladesh

