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Briefing Note –  22 October 2015 
South Sudan 
Severe Food Insecurity – Unity State 
 

Need for international 

assistance 

Not required Low Moderate Significant Urgent 

   X  

 Insignificant Minor Moderate Significant Major 

Expected impact    X  

 

Crisis Overview  
 

On 22 October, IPC released a report stating that 30,000 people are estimated to be 

experiencing Catastrophe (IPC Phase 5) food security outcomes in Unity state’s Leer, 

Guit, Koch and Mayendit counties. The people who fled to the bush during the 

intensification of violence between April–June are most affected (IPC, 22/10/2015). 

3.9 million people are estimated to be experiencing Crisis (IPC Phase 3), Emergency 

(IPC Phase 4) and Catastrophe (IPC Phase 5) food security outcomes across South 

Sudan.  Jonglei, Upper Nile, and Unity states are the most affected (IPC, 22/10/2015). 

 

Population Distribution by IPC Classification: August–September 2015 

Source: IPC, 22/10/2015 

 

Key Findings 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Limitations  

Information is mainly gathered from IDP camps, therefore the extent of reporting in this document 

is largely limited to the condition of the displaced people. The government has denied the food 

security situation is worsening and it’s not reporting on its affects. 

 

 

Anticipated 

scope and 

scale  

 

 Although the total number of people in Crisis and 

Emergency is expected to continue to decrease due to the 

harvest, the number of people in Catastrophe (IPC phase 5) 

is expected to reach 40,000 by December. 

 Conflict will continue in the most affected areas of central 

Unity. Violence is likely to escalate as relations between the 

government and opposition worsen.  

 If conflict breaks out food security can be expect to worsen, 

possibly dramatically. 

Priorities for 

humanitarian 

intervention 

 Nutrition assistance 

 Food assistance to IDPs and refugees. 

 Health assistance. 

Humanitarian 

constraints 

 

 Ongoing conflict severely restricts access in Jonglei, Upper 

Nile, and Unity. Fighting in Leer, Unity state, has caused 

ICRC and MSF to withdraw. Negotiating better levels of 

access to inaccessible populations in Unity is a priority. 

 Flooding has close roads in Greater Upper Nile. Road access 

in the rest of the country remains restricted.  

 Air drops frequently being used to reach inaccessible 

populations. 

http://www.ipcinfo.org/ipcinfo-detail-forms/ipcinfo-news-detail/en/c/338892/
http://www.ipcinfo.org/ipcinfo-detail-forms/ipcinfo-news-detail/en/c/338892/
http://www.ipcinfo.org/ipcinfo-detail-forms/ipcinfo-news-detail/en/c/338892/
http://www.acaps.org/
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Crisis Impact  
 

3.9 million people are estimated to be experiencing Crisis (3.1 million), Emergency 

(800,000), or Catastrophe (30,000) food security outcomes. Jonglei, Upper Nile, and 

Unity (Greater Upper Nile region) are most affected, but a large deterioration in food 

security is also being reported from usually stable areas like Northern Bahr el Ghazal, 

Lakes, and Warrap states, and Eastern, Central, and Western Equatoria (AKA Greater 

Equatoria region). This is a drop from the peak of 4.6 million during the lean season, 

before the harvests began, but is an 80% increase compared to the same period last 

year (IPC, 22/10/2015). It is also an increase of 1.1 million for the figures previously 

projected for September (ECHO, 21/09/2015).  

IPC is recording the lowest indicators it has ever recorded for the Greater Equatoria 

region. These high figures are of particular concern as the harvest began in August and 

usually results in significant improvement to food security (IPC, 22/10/2015; FEWSNET, 

22/10/2015). 

The high level of food insecurity is due to market disruption, the national economic 

downturn, insecurity caused by conflict, and localised crop failure (IPC, 22/10/2015). 

30,000 people are experiencing Catastrophe food security outcome in Leer, Guit, Koch 

and Mayendit counties, Unity state. They are likely to be among those who fled to the 

bush during the intensification of violence between April and June. They have lost food 

stocks, and are reliant on food assistance. However, due to continuing fighting in Unity, 

the impact of the rainy season, and swampy terrain, ICRC, MSF, and UN agencies are 

facing extreme difficulty in accessing those  in need.  

 

Outlook 

335,000 people are expected to remain in Emergency, including 200,000 in Unity state 

throughout the harvest period in Greater Upper Nile as well as 40,000 in Central and 

Eastern Equatoria, as food stocks have been depleted. 40,000 people, all in Unity state 

are projected to be in Catastrophe by December 2015 (IPC, 22/10/2015; FEWSNET, 

26/09/2015). In areas of Unity state, IPC warns, famine is likely without immediate 

assistance (IPC, 22/10/2015). 

Most households spend 80–85% of their income on food (FAO, 02/07/2015; IPC, 27/05/2015). 

High levels of trader uncertainty, fuel shortages, and economic crisis will continue to 

increase inflation through to November (WFP, 30/09/2015). Fuel costs continue to increase 

across the country, limiting the impact of local food production on a national level. Bentiu 

(Unity), Kapoeta (Eastern Equatoria) and Bor (Jonglei) have suffered severe shortages 

of fuel (WFP, 31/08/2015).  

 

In September there was a general reduction in the nominal price of some cereals, mainly 

white sorghum, due to the effects of the green harvest but prices still remain at a five-

year high (WFP, 30/09/2015). Between July and August the price of food and non-alcoholic 

beverages rose by 72% on average across the country compared to 2014, and as much 

as 101% in Wau, Western Bahr el Ghazal state ((WFP, 31/08/2015). Compared to the same 

period in 2014, sorghum prices in Juba were 167% higher at the end of August. 

Similarly, maize prices were 158% higher than in 2014, and rice was 217% higher (FAO, 

31/09/2015).  

 

Livelihoods 

The livelihoods of an estimated 610,000 people, more than half in Juba and Wau, are 

severely undermined by high levels of inflation, fewer causal labour opportunities due 

to delayed and reduced harvests, and depleted cattle numbers (FAO, 02/07/2015). 

Intensive and abnormal migrations due to insecurity have seriously depleted livestock 

health throughout the country (FEWSNET 24/06/2015). Greater Equatoria and Greater Bahr 

el Ghazal have been particularly affected by disease outbreaks, cattle raids, and 

conflicts over cattle (FAO, 15/09/2015). 

 

Nutrition  

As of mid-September, an estimated 250,000 children were severely malnourished, 

according to an OCHA representative (WFP, 07/2015). GAM and SAM were above the 

emergency thresholds, in most parts of the country. Unity, Upper Nile, Jonglei, Warrap 

and Northern el Ghazal are worst affected: screening in September in Upper Nile found 

9.1% GAM and 2.8% SAM, and in Jonglei found 24.8% GAM and 3.9% SAM in 

Jonglei (WFP, 09/09/2015; UNICEF, 10/09/2015). 

IDPs are among the worst affected. In Unity state, a SMART survey found 34% GAM 

and 10.5% SAM in Bentiu Protection of Civilians site (PoC) in August, and 18.9% GAM 

and 4.6% SAM in Malakal PoC (WHO, 04/10/2015). Nyal IDP camp in Unity is reported to 

be suffering from high levels malnutrition and require assistance (OCHA, 

18/09/2015). Before withdrawing in early October, MSF mobile clinics in Leer reported 

levels of GAM far exceeding between 28–34% in communities reached. Following its 

withdrawal, MSFs has raised concerns about potentially high levels of SAM among 

children in those same communities (MSF, 22/10/2015).  

 

Vulnerable Groups  

Malnutrition is already particularly high among pregnant and lactating women, with an 

average of 26.6% GAM recorded among them in IDP camps, and 29.8% among 

pregnant and lactating women in Doro refugee camp (UNHCR, 18/09/2015).  

http://www.ipcinfo.org/ipcinfo-detail-forms/ipcinfo-news-detail/en/c/338892/
http://www.ipcinfo.org/ipcinfo-detail-forms/ipcinfo-news-detail/en/c/338892/
http://www.fews.net/east-africa/south-sudan
http://www.fews.net/east-africa/south-sudan
http://www.ipcinfo.org/ipcinfo-detail-forms/ipcinfo-news-detail/en/c/338892/
http://www.ipcinfo.org/ipcinfo-detail-forms/ipcinfo-news-detail/en/c/338892/
http://www.ipcinfo.org/ipcinfo-detail-forms/ipcinfo-news-detail/en/c/338892/
http://www.ipcinfo.org/ipcinfo-detail-forms/ipcinfo-news-detail/en/c/338892/
http://www.ipcinfo.org/ipcinfo-detail-forms/ipcinfo-news-detail/en/c/338892/
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/sky-rocketing-food-prices-south-sudan-deepen-food-insecurity-raise-new
http://foodsecuritycluster.net/sites/default/files/South%20Sudan%20Market%20Price%20Bulletin-September%202015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Monthly%20Price%20Bulletin%20July%202015.pdf
http://foodsecuritycluster.net/sites/default/files/South%20Sudan%20Market%20Price%20Bulletin-September%202015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Monthly%20Price%20Bulletin%20July%202015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Juba%20Weekly%20Price%20Watch_Issue2_FINAL-1.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Juba%20Weekly%20Price%20Watch_Issue2_FINAL-1.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/sky-rocketing-food-prices-south-sudan-deepen-food-insecurity-raise-new
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/FEWS%20NET%20South%20Sudan%20Alert_06242015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/republic-south-sudan-situation-update-augustseptember-2015
http://www.childrenofsouthsudan.info/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/UNICEF_WFP-Joint-Nutrition-Response-Plan-South-Sudan-2015_2016.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/unicef-and-wfp-resolve-defeat-malnutrition-south-sudan
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20South%20Sudan%20SitRep%20No%2067%20-%2010%20September%202015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/south_sudan_ewarn_4october2015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ALL_SSD_UPDATE_04-18%20SEPT_2015%20%281%29.pdf
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Reports suggest that those people remaining in camps may be those who are worse 

affected by food insecurity. Despite an increase in people leaving PoCs in September 

and October, 95% of new arrivals reported their displacement was due to food insecurity 

on 7 October, compared to 63% on 19 September. This may indicate that those who 

have access to farmland are leaving to harvest. Those remaining and those continuing 

to arrive at PoCs do not have land to return to, or their food stocks and crops were 

destroyed or looted during the April–June offensive.  

Those still displaced in the marsh areas of central Unity likely make up a significant 

number of the 30,000 people in Catastrophe food security outcomes. The exact number 

in the marshes is not confirmed (UNHCR, 02/06/2015). Among the IDPs, there have been a 

large number of unaccompanied children reported. 900 have been recorded in Unity 

alone. They are especially vulnerable as they lack access to resources (UNHCR, Protection 

Cluster, 25/09/2015; Oxfam, 22/10/2015). 

 

Humanitarian and Operational Constraints 

The delivery of aid is restricted by heavy fighting, logistical constraints, and 

administrative impediments. The rainy season and insecurity have forced humanitarian 

organisations to deliver aid via air drops to at least 60,000 people in northern Jonglei, 

Unity, and Upper Nile (FAO, 05/10/2015).   

There are reports of attacks on aid workers across South Sudan, but Unity state has 

been particularly volatile. Six aid workers have been killed in Unity since May 2015 

(UNHCR, Protection Cluster, 25/09/2015). MSF and ICRC evacuated staff from Leer county in 

early October due to heavy fighting. Hospitals and been looted and staff threatened (PI, 

22/10/2015, PI, 22/10/2015, ICRC, 05/10/2015). 

All roads in Jonglei, Unity, and Upper Nile are closed. Roads in Western Equatoria, 

Western and Northern Bahr el Ghazal, and Warrap states remain difficult, and are 

mainly only passable with the light vehicles. Transport along the Nile remains possible 
(Logistics cluster, 16/10/2015). 

 

Aggravating Factors 
 

Reduced 2015–2016 Harvest  

As of late August, the harvest has begun in most areas, two months late. Conflict and 

erratic rainfall limited planting until August in some parts of Unity, Upper Nile, and 

Jonglei (Greater Upper Nile), as well as parts of Central and Eastern Equatoria, for the 

second consecutive year. Significant soil moisture deficits remain and pasture 

conditions are well below average. Pastoralist areas are also being affected by declining 

pasture. The factors will likely result in a lower crop yield than the previous year, leading 

to a lower overall food availability. This will limit the replenishment food stocks, reducing 

the harvests positive affect on food security and possibly lead to an earlier onset of the 

lean season (May–August) (FAO, 23/09/2015; WFP, 30/09/2015). 

Health  

Nationwide, 4.6 million people are already estimated to be in need of health assistance. 

The deteriorating conditions are largely due to overwhelmed health services, as well as 

restricted access to humanitarian assistance. Several outbreak of disease have 

exacerbated the already over capacity health system. An outbreak of began on 18 May. 

There have been over 1,800 cases nationally. Over 1,600 have been from Juba. A 

measles outbreak has been confirmed in Bentiu PoC and Juba PoC. There have also 

been over 1,800 cases of hepatitis reported among IDPs nationally. Over 1,500 in 

Bentiu PoC alone. The high levels of malnutrition have also increased the vulnerability 

of the affected population to disease, particularly malaria and measles (WHO, 04/10/2015).  

 

 Cases  

- 2015 

Deaths 

- 2015 

Case Fatality Rate  

– 2015 

Cholera  
– Since May 

1,818 47 2.58% 

Measles 491 14 2.98% 

Hepatitis E 1,823 22 1.3% 

 

Malaria Epidemic  

Malaria has reached epidemic proportions among IDPs, with 40.4% morbidity 

nationwide in the week ending 11 October (WHO, 04/10/2015). MSF reported that the 

number of cases has tripled in Yida refugee camp (Unity), increasing from 200 on 6 

September to 700 on 20 September (UNHCR, 01/10/2015).  

The number of malaria cases recorded per week in Malakal PoC in August was almost 

triple the figures recorded in June (MSF, 21/08/2015). Outside camps, there were 

approximately 989,400 cases of malaria and 445 deaths from January to August 2015, 

compared to nearly 744,200 cases and 303 deaths during the same period in 2014 
(OCHA, 31/08/2015). 

 

Seasonal Flooding 

Although seasonal floods (August–October) are over, they are not expected to recede 

totally until January 2016, and access to those in Greater Upper Nile will remain 

restricted until then (FEWSNET, 2015).  

http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/more-100000-flee-homes-south-sudan-escape-fighting-and-food-shortages
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/extreme-hunger-risk-south-sudan-fighting-blocks-food-aid-report
http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/335268/icode/
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/ssudan-army-readies-camps-pullout-capital+
https://www.icrc.org/en/document/south-sudan-conflict-leer-looting-icrc-forced-withdrawal
http://www.logcluster.org/sites/default/files/maps/ssd_lc_op_accessconstraints_a3l_20151016.pdf
http://foodsecuritycluster.net/sites/default/files/South%20Sudan%20Market%20Price%20Bulletin-September%202015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/south_sudan_ewarn_4october2015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/south_sudan_ewarn_4october2015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR%20SSD%20Operational%20Update%20No%2035%2015-30%20Sep%202015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/south-sudan-dramatic-influx-displaced-people-threatens-medical-crisis-poc-camp
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South_Sudan_31_August_2015_Humanitarian_Bulletin_Revised2.pdf
http://www.fews.net/east-africa/south-sudan/food-security-outlook/july-2015
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There are concerns that easier movement will result in increased conflict. This has been 

the pattern in previous years (PI, 07/2015). 

 

El Niño  

The impact of El Niño on food availability may be negative or positive. The heavy late 
rains that are forecast  may allow for earlier planting next season, but are also likely to 
increase post-harvest losses due to poor storage and poor market connectivity (WFP, 
30/09/2015). 

 
Displacement in South Sudan 

 

 IDPs (8 Oct) IDPs in PoC (12 Oct) Refugees (30 Sept) 

South Sudan 1,660,000 184,284 265,770 

Unity  576,170 Bentiu - 107,649 101,203 

Upper Nile 309,040 Malakal - 45,462 134,435 

Jonglei 463,000 Bor - 2,289 2,339 

 
Sources: UNHCR, 15/10/2015; UNHCR, 08/10/2015; UNMISS, 12/10/2015 

 

The displaced people who remain with camps during the harvest period dependent on 

assistance as they lack access to farmland or significant livelihood opportunities.  

 

Civil and Intercommunal Conflict 

Ongoing civil and intercommunal conflict restricts humanitarian access and impacts on 

agricultural activities.  

Since violence broke out in December 2013, President Kiir’s SPLA, who are 

predominantly Dinka and backed by Ugandan troops, are pitted against a loose alliance 

of military defectors loyal to former Vice President Riek Machar, the SPLM-IO, along 

with ethnic Nuer militia (ICG, 15/11/2014). Fighting is concentrated in Jonglei, Unity, 

and Upper Nile states. Between April and June an offensive in Leer, Mayendit, and 

Koch, in Unity state, is believed to have killed as many as 10,000, and led to over 1,000 

cases of rape and abduction (UNHCR, Protection Cluster, 25/09/2015). 

Both parties signed a peace deal in August, but fighting has continued, and Machar’s 

allies seem fractured (Sudan Tribune, 05/08/2015). The SPLM-IO and international 

stakeholders have rejected Kiir’s reorganisation of South Sudan into 28 new states, 

announced in early October. His move greatly increases the likelihood of intensified 

conflict (Reuters, 06/10/2015; Sudan Tribune, 21/10/2015; VOA, 05/10/2015). At least seven 

ceasefires have been signed and broken since the civil war started. 

Intercommunal conflict is frequent, but underreported. The displacement of people and 

cattle due to civil conflict has intensified inter-communal clashes (UNHCR, Protection Cluster, 

25/09/2015). In July and October, clashes were reported in Unity, Central Equatoria, 

Lakes, Warrap, and Western Equatoria: over 140 people were killed and as many as 

30,000 were displaced. Inter-communal clashes have also taken place in IDP camps 
(Sudan Tribune, 07/2015; 10/2015; Radio Tamazuj, 07/2015; 13/10/2015).  

With the food insecurity increasing, conflict over resources can be expected to increase. 

 

Key Characteristics  
 

Demographic profile: Population 11,300,000 (2013 projection); average household 

size: seven. 83% of the population is rural. 71% of households are female-headed. 72% 

of the population is under the age of 30: 51% of these are under 18, 32% under 10, and 

16% under five. (South Sudan Bureau of Statistics, 2012; WFP, 2010) 

Poverty: In 2009, 51% of the population was below the poverty line, which was 
measured at USD 12.2 per month (World Bank, 2013). Female-headed households are 
more likely to be poor (57%). The incidence of poverty is also higher in rural areas (55%) 
than urban areas (24%) (AFDB, 08/2012). In 2010, Northern Bahr El Ghazal had the 
highest rate of poverty, at 76%, and Upper Nile the lowest, at 26% (NBS, 08/02/2011).  

 

Health: Maternal mortality is among the highest in the world, with 2,054 deaths per 

100,000 live births, as of 2006 (GoSS Ministry of Health, 01/2012). Under-five mortality: 99 

deaths/1,000 live births. Acute respiratory infections, prematurity, birth asphyxia, and 

diarrhoea are the main causes of death for children under five (WHO).  

WASH: Access to improved sources of water: 34% in rural areas, 73% in urban areas:  

(USAID, 2013). Only 13% of the population has access to adequate sanitation facilities 
(UNICEF, 2013).  

Lighting and cooking: Only 1% of South Sudan's population is connected to the 

electricity grid. More than 96% uses firewood and charcoal for household heating and 

cooking (African Development Bank, 10/2012). 

Literacy: The adult literacy rate is 27%. 40% among men; 16% among women (WB, 

04/2013). 

 

 

 

http://foodsecuritycluster.net/sites/default/files/SS%20Seasonal%20Rainfall%20Monitor-October%202015.pdf
http://foodsecuritycluster.net/sites/default/files/SS%20Seasonal%20Rainfall%20Monitor-October%202015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR%20SSD%20Operational%20Update%20No%2036%201-15%20October%202015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/south-sudan-humanitarian-snapshot-8-oct-2015
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/15-10-%20Update%20No.%2095.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/ssudan-army-readies-camps-pullout-capital+
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/south-sudan-says-split-within-rebel-leadership-may-delay-peace-agreement
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/10/06/us-southsudan-troika-idUSKCN0S029620151006
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/s-sudan-opposition-parties-reject-constitutional-amendment-new-states
http://www.voanews.com/content/south-sudan-rebels-condemn-creation-of-28-new-states/2991681.html
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/ssudan-army-readies-camps-pullout-capital+
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/ssudan-army-readies-camps-pullout-capital+
http://reliefweb.int/report/south-sudan/warrap-sectional-clashes-leave-over-19-people-dead-amid-fears-revenge-attack
http://www.sudantribune.com/spip.php?article56772
https://radiotamazuj.org/en/article/official-reports-16-killed-clan-clashes-cueibet
https://radiotamazuj.org/en/article/dozens-wounded-inter-clan-clashes-warraphttps:/radiotamazuj.org/en/article/dozens-wounded-inter-clan-clashes-warrap
http://ssnbs.org/storage/key-indicators-for-southern-sudan/Key%20Indicators_A5_final.pdf
http://ssnbs.org/storage/key-indicators-for-southern-sudan/Key%20Indicators_A5_final.pdf
https://extranet.who.int/nutrition/gina/sites/default/files/SSD%202012%20HEALTH%20SECTOR%20DEVELOPMENT%20PLAN%202012-2016.pdf
http://www.who.int/gho/countries/ssd.pdf?ua=1
http://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1860/USAID%20South%20Sudan%20Draft%20Water,%20Sanitation%20and%20Hygiene%20Program%202013-2018.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/southsudan/WASH.pdf
http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Project-and-Operations/2012-2014%20-%20South%20Sudan%20-%20Interim%20Country%20Strategy%20Paper.pdf
http://www.worldbank.org/en/country/southsudan/overview
http://www.worldbank.org/en/country/southsudan/overview
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Response Capacity 
 

International Response Capacity 

A number of UN agencies, including WFP, UNHCR, UNICEF and the UN mission in 

South Sudan (UNMISS) are operating in South Sudan. A number of INGO also operate 

in South Sudan. ICRC and MSF are very active in Greater Upper Nile.  

UN agencies have reduced food assistance in recent months due to funding shortfalls 
(WFP, 08/08/2015).  

National Response Capacity  

The government of South Sudan has asserted, through the agriculture minister, that 

the food security situation has improved in recent month (Reuters, 22/10/2015).  

Beyond the work of local NGOs and the supplies provided by host communities and 

neighbors, there is no significant national response capacity.  

 

Population Coping Mechanisms 

The affected population, particularly in Unity, Jonglei, and Upper Nile state, have 

reportedly prepositioned supplies in case of displacement. However, increased use of 

coping strategies during 2014 due to fighting and a difficult lean season has diminished 

their effectiveness and long-term food security (PI, 01/07/2015). Reports suggest that 

coping mechanisms are completely exhausted in Koch and Mayendit in Leer, Unity state 

(ICRC, 12/09/2015). Unlike in many other food insecure countries, the selling of 

livestock in South Sudan is seen as a last resort due to cattle’s link with social status 

(Oxfam 03/2013).   

 

Information Gaps and Needs 
 

Due to access constraints, the majority of information available on needs is from IDPs 

in camps. There is little to no information about people in affected areas not in camps. 

An assessment is required Leer, Guit, Koch and Mayendit counties, where Catastrophe 

food security outcomes have been reported, for a better picture of needs. 
 

Lessons Learned 

 

 The low frequency of reporting and sharing of primary data between clusters has 

undermined the response in South Sudan by limiting coordination. It has also made 

tracking the evolution of needs problematic (Nutrition Cluster, 09/2014; UNICEF, 2011). 

 Partly due to the conflict, there is a heavy focus on response, rather than on 

preparedness (Nutrition Cluster, 09/2014; UNICEF, 2011).  

 UN agencies and INGOs working in South Sudan, largely due to insecurity and very 

poor access, have been mainly restricted to Juba. There have been concerns that 

this has led to less of an understanding of the ‘facts on the ground.’ Increasing the 

frequency of field visits has been recommended (Nutrition Cluster, 09/2014). 

 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/South%20Sudan%20Crisis%20Regional%20Impact%20Situation%20Report_11%20August%202015.pdf
http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/10/22/us-southsudan-famine-idUSKCN0SG0ZU20151022
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Country-Lessons-Learned-South-Sudan-Nutrition-Cluster_final_10-10-14.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/southsudan/UNICEF_South_Sudan_lessons_learned_review.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Country-Lessons-Learned-South-Sudan-Nutrition-Cluster_final_10-10-14.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/southsudan/UNICEF_South_Sudan_lessons_learned_review.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Country-Lessons-Learned-South-Sudan-Nutrition-Cluster_final_10-10-14.pdf
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IPC Classification for South Sudan: Projection October–December 2015  

  

Source: IPC, 22/10/2015 

http://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/1_IPC%20South%20Sudan%20-%20September%202015%20-FINAL.pdf
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Access Constraints for South Sudan – 16 October 2015  

  

Source: Logistics cluster, 16/10/2015 

http://www.logcluster.org/sites/default/files/maps/ssd_lc_op_accessconstraints_a3l_20151016.pdf
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Seasonal Calendar for South Sudan 

 

 
 
 
 

Source: FEWSNET, 2015 

http://www.fews.net/east-africa/south-sudan/food-security-outlook/july-2015

