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Briefing Note – 7 February 2016 

SYRIA 
Displacement in Aleppo 
 
 
Need for international 

assistance 

Not required Low Moderate Significant Major 

    X 
 Very low Low Moderate Significant Major 

Expected impact     X 

 

Crisis overview 

Population movements and government advance in northern Aleppo, February 2016 

 

This is an excerpt of the map on page 4. 

The military offensive in Aleppo governorate has displaced more than 40,000 people 

since late January, and the number of displaced is reported to be increasing as 

government forces advance rapidly, supported by Russian airstrikes.  

On 3 February, government forces cut off a vital opposition supply route into Aleppo city, 

raising concern that a siege of opposition-held areas is imminent.   

An estimated 20,000 newly displaced Syrians are stuck at the Bab al Salam crossing 

along the Syria–Turkey border, as Turkey has denied them entry into Turkish territory.  

 

Key findings 

Anticipated 

scope and scale  

 

The government offensive is expected to continue in coming days 

and weeks, with intensified ground fighting and airstrikes. The 

number of displaced is likely to surpass 100,000.  

Of highest concern is a potential siege of opposition-controlled 

areas, home to an estimated 300,000 people. Should this happen 

main supply routes would be cut off. Humanitarian organisations 

would be unable to reach the population, and the situation would 

deteriorate rapidly. Needs would be massive across all sectors, 

due to shortages of food, fuel, and healthcare services. 

Priorities for 

humanitarian 

intervention 

 Maintaining humanitarian access in a volatile security 

situation with shifting frontlines is a key priority for the delivery 

of humanitarian assistance in Aleppo governorate. 

 Protection concerns are high as heavy ground fighting and 

airstrikes continue. 

Humanitarian 

constraints 

 

 Humanitarian access in Aleppo governorate, already limited, 

has been further constrained by the recent escalation of 

conflict. Access to Aleppo city from the north is extremely 

limited due to the volatile and dangerous security situation.  

 All humanitarian operations through the Bab al Salam border 

crossing were suspended on 4 February.  

 Fuel shortages are further expected to hamper the delivery of 

humanitarian assistance. 

 

http://www.acaps.org/
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Report limitations  

This note is limited to information gathered from open sources: any information from humanitarian 

organisations that is not publicly available is not included. Some of the information presented is 

from activist groups and cannot be independently verified by ACAPS. 

 

Crisis impact 

A government offensive on Aleppo city, supported by Russian airstrikes, has displaced 

tens of thousands of people in early February. An estimated 20,000 people are stuck at 

the Bab al Salam crossing on the Syria–Turkey border. Activists on the ground say 

40,000 people have been displaced. Turkish authorities say 70,000 people are moving 

towards the border. The number of is reportedly continuing to increase (BBC 06/02/2016; 

Washington Post 05/02/2016; OCHA 04/02/2016; Reuters 04/02/2016). The Bab al Salam border 

crossing is closed to civilians, and Turkish authorities maintain that displaced Syrians 

will not be allowed to enter Turkey  (BBC 06/02/2016; OCHA 04/02/2016).  

The humanitarian situation is rapidly deteriorating in the northern Aleppo countryside. 

Concern is high that government forces aim to lay siege to the opposition-controlled 

areas, home to an estimated 300,000 people, which would have extremely severe 

humanitarian consequences (BBC 06/02/2016; ISW 05/02/2016; Washington Post 05/02/2016; Mercy 

Corps 04/02/2016; Thomson Reuters Foundation 04/02/2016). 

On 3 February, government forces cut a main supply route from Turkey to Aleppo city, 

after making significant gains. At the same time, intensified airstrikes north of Aleppo city 

displaced thousands of families in Tel Rifaat, Hariyatan, Nubol, and Azaz subdistricts (ISW 

05/02/2016; OCHA 04/02/2016). Intense ground fighting and airstrikes continue (BBC 

06/02/2016). 

Aleppo governorate has been severely affected by five years of war, and fighting has been 

ongoing in the governorate since 2012. An estimated 2.8 million of Aleppo’s population 

of 4.8 million are already in need of humanitarian assistance, including 1.2 million IDPs. 

In Aleppo city, more than 600,000 people are in need. Services and infrastructure no 

longer function in the most affected neighbourhoods of Aleppo city (OCHA 29/12/2015). 

Protection: Protection concerns are extremely high in Aleppo city and the surrounding 

countryside, where intense ground fighting and airstrikes continue. Hundreds of people 

have been killed in clashes in recent weeks (AFP 06/02/2016; BBC 06/02/2016; ISW 05/02/2016). 

At the border, Turkish border guards have reportedly shot at Syrians attempting to cross 

into Turkey (SOHR 05/02/2016). 

Health: Two hospitals in the northern Aleppo countryside were hit by airstrikes late 

January and early February, leaving 50,000 people without access to healthcare  (ECHO 

06/02/2016;OCHA 04/02/2016; SOHR 28/01/2016). 

People at the Bab al Salam crossing who require urgent medical care have been allowed 

access to local hospitals in Turkey (AFP 05/02/2016; OCHA 04/02/2016). 

WASH: Since mid-January, a main water treatment plant in Aleppo governorate has been 

closed, cutting off the main supply of drinking water to many parts of the governorate. 

The population of opposition-controlled areas is now dependent on local wells and water 

trucking – but the wells are often contaminated and pose serious health risks. Water 

trucking is limited and prices are high (OCHA 04/02/2016). 

Food: Prices have reportedly increased substantially in markets following the 

intensification of conflict (Thomson Reuters Foundation 04/02/2016). 

Shelter and NFIs: Heavy airstrikes have caused extensive damage to civilian 

infrastructure in the northern Aleppo countryside (SOHR 03/02/2016). Activists claim whole 

villages have been destroyed by clashes and airstrikes (Washington Post 05/02/2016). 

1,300 newly displaced have arrived at Bab al Iman and Bab al Noor IDP camps in Azaz, 

but the majority of the newly displaced are staying either with host communities or in 

collective shelters in Azaz subdistrict (OCHA 04/02/2016). At Bab al Salam border crossing, 

some people are reportedly sleeping in the open (SOHR 05/02/2016). Many of the displaced 

fled without any belongings (FT 05/02/2016). 

Education: Children in the areas most affected by the offensive are reported to have 

stopped going to school due to the increased insecurity (Thomson Reuters Foundation 

04/02/2016; OCHA 04/02/2016). 

 

Humanitarian constraints  

Bab al Hawa (western Aleppo governorate) and Bab al Salam (northern Aleppo 

governorate) border crossings remain officially open for humanitarian actors, but UN 

agencies and other humanitarian organisations suspended all operations through the 

Bab al Salam crossing on 4 February due to increased insecurity. Long delays are 

expected at the Bab al Hawa crossing. The security situation between Bab al Salam and 

Aleppo city remains volatile and extremely dangerous. The targeting of trucks by military 

actors, even before the recent escalation of violence, pose challenges to cross-border 

activity (ECHO 06/02/2016; OCHA 04/02/2016; Thomson Reuters Foundation 04/02/2016). Some 

organisations have closed their offices near border areas due to the security situation 
(Thomson Reuters Foundation 04/02/2016). 

Humanitarian access in Aleppo city was already limited before the recent intensification 

of violence, and is now severely constrained. Humanitarian access from the north to 

eastern Aleppo city has been cut off. Ongoing conflict, both ground fighting and airstrikes, 

continues to hamper the delivery of humanitarian assistance. The situtation is expected 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-35508379
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/thousands-of-syrians-fleeing-russian-bombs-are-now-being-stopped-by-turkey/2016/02/05/cbbab236-cb97-11e5-b9ab-26591104bb19_story.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20160204_aleppoflash_update_0.pdf
http://news.yahoo.com/70-000-refugees-heading-turkey-due-increased-bombing-113230032--business.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20160204_aleppoflash_update_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20160204_aleppoflash_update_0.pdf
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-35508379
http://iswresearch.blogspot.ch/search/label/Syria
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/thousands-of-syrians-fleeing-russian-bombs-are-now-being-stopped-by-turkey/2016/02/05/cbbab236-cb97-11e5-b9ab-26591104bb19_story.html
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/mercy-corps-syria-s-aleppo-city-verge-siege
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/mercy-corps-syria-s-aleppo-city-verge-siege
http://news.trust.org/item/20160204050249-teu0y/?source=fiOtherNews3
http://iswresearch.blogspot.ch/search/label/Syria
http://iswresearch.blogspot.ch/search/label/Syria
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20160204_aleppoflash_update_0.pdf
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-35508379
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-35508379
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2016_hno_syrian_arab_republic.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrians-mass-turkish-border-regime-advances-0
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-35508379
http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=43894
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20160204_aleppoflash_update_0.pdf
http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=43550
http://news.yahoo.com/anxious-wait-turkey-syrian-relatives-refugees-205251164.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20160204_aleppoflash_update_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20160204_aleppoflash_update_0.pdf
http://news.trust.org/item/20160204050249-teu0y/?source=fiOtherNews3
http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=43863
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/thousands-of-syrians-fleeing-russian-bombs-are-now-being-stopped-by-turkey/2016/02/05/cbbab236-cb97-11e5-b9ab-26591104bb19_story.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20160204_aleppoflash_update_0.pdf
http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=43894
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/d7880c28-cc12-11e5-be0b-b7ece4e953a0.html#axzz3zO93Knkg
http://news.trust.org/item/20160204050249-teu0y/?source=fiOtherNews3
http://news.trust.org/item/20160204050249-teu0y/?source=fiOtherNews3
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20160204_aleppoflash_update_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20160204_aleppoflash_update_0.pdf
http://news.trust.org/item/20160204050249-teu0y/?source=fiOtherNews3
http://news.trust.org/item/20160204050249-teu0y/?source=fiOtherNews3
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to worsen as the military offensive continues – the potential siege of Aleppo city would 

completely cut off humanitarian access to populations in opposition-controlled areas 
(ECHO 06/02/2016; ISW 05/02/2016; OCHA 04/02/2016; Mercy Corps 04/02/2016).  

The closure of the main supply route between Bab al Salam and Aleppo city is likely to 

cause acute fuel shortages, which would further hamper the delivery of humanitarian 

assistance and the functioning of health facilities and WASH infrastructure (ECHO 

06/02/2016; OCHA 04/02/2016). 

 

Contextual information  

Aleppo 

Aleppo is Syria’s biggest city, and was the economic centre of the country before the 

onset of conflict. Control of Aleppo governorate is currently divided between government 

forces, Kurdish groups, Islamic State (IS), Jabhat al Nusra (JAN), and a range of other 

opposition groups and alliances. The city of Aleppo has been divided into government-

controlled areas in the west and opposition-controlled areas in the east since 2012. 

There has been heavy fighting in the governorate for more than three years. 

In October 2015, government forces, supported by Russian airstrikes, launched a military 

offensive on opposition-held areas in the governorate, which included campaigns in the 

southern, eastern, and northern countryside of Aleppo city. According to analysts, 

government forces aim to isolate the opposition groups in Aleppo city by encircling the 

city – as of 5 February, government forces are within 10km of completing the 

encirclement of the city (ISW 05/02/2016). 

 

Syria 

Since the onset of conflict in 2011, more than 260,000 people have been killed, more than 

4.6 million Syrians have fled the country, and an estimated 6.6 million people are 

internally displaced (UNHCR 19/01/2016; OCHA 29/12/2015; SOHR 31/12/2015). Humanitarian 

needs are severe, with an estimated 13.5 million people – more than 70% of population 

– in need of humanitarian assistance. Protection, WASH, and health are reported as 

priority needs (OCHA 29/12/2015). 

After nearly five years of conflict, Syria is de facto partitioned between the four major 

actors – Syrian government forces, Islamic State, al Qaeda-affiliated Jabhat al Nusra, 

and Kurdish People’s Protection Units (YPG) – as well as numerous smaller armed 

groups and alliances (see map below). In September 2014, a US-led coalition began 

airstrikes on IS targets, and one year later Russia launched its first airstrikes in support 

of government forces. 

UN-brokered peace talks in Geneva were suspended after only two days, on 3 February, 

the same day that government forces intensified their military offensive in Aleppo 

governorate (BBC 04/02/2016). 

 

Turkey 

Turkey hosts more than 2.5 million Syrian refugees; more than 1 million arrived in 2015 

alone (UNHCR 31/12/2015). Turkey has been increasingly reluctant to accept more Syrian 

refugees (Washington Post 05/02/2016). 

Before the onset of the Syrian civil war, Turkey and Syria had a relatively close 

relationship, both diplomatic and economic. However, relations deteriorated rapidly after 

the conflict began in 2011. Turkey called on Assad to implement reforms, and when that 

did not happen, Turkey assisted the creation of the Syrian National Council as an 

alternative government and the establishment of the Free Syrian Army (Hinnebusch 2015; 

Phillips 2012; Bishku 2012). 

 

Response capacity 

Humanitarian organisations are operating in the affected areas, but the volatile security 

situation hampers planning and implementation. UN agencies and other humanitarian 

actors are delivering food, NFIs, water, and health assistance in northern Aleppo (ECHO 

06/02/2016; OCHA 04/02/2016). 

Humanitarian agencies are responding to the needs of IDPs staying at the Bab al Iman 

and Bab al Noor IDP camps, including the provision of food, shelter, water, and sanitation 
(OCHA 04/02/2016). 

Emergency health stocks in Aleppo city are expected to last for two months, while there 

are no stocks of nutritional supplies in the eastern parts of the city. Water trucking to 

Aleppo city is not possible as the access routes are frequently disrupted by parties to the 

conflict (OCHA 04/02/2016). 

The Kurdish People’s Protection Units (YPG) have reportedly met with opposition leaders 

in northern Aleppo countryside and agreed to establish a humanitarian corridor from 

Azaz to Kurdish-controlled Afrin (SOHR 06/02/2016). 

 

Information gaps and needs 

 Accurate figures of the displaced are not available. 

 Very limited information is available on the needs of the newly displaced and the 

resident population in Aleppo governorate, due to limited access.  

http://iswresearch.blogspot.ch/search/label/Syria
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20160204_aleppoflash_update_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/mercy-corps-syria-s-aleppo-city-verge-siege
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20160204_aleppoflash_update_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20160204_aleppoflash_update_0.pdf
http://iswresearch.blogspot.ch/search/label/Syria
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/regional.php
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2016_hno_syrian_arab_republic.pdf
http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=41779
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2016_hno_syrian_arab_republic.pdf
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-35490273
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=224
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/thousands-of-syrians-fleeing-russian-bombs-are-now-being-stopped-by-turkey/2016/02/05/cbbab236-cb97-11e5-b9ab-26591104bb19_story.html
https://research-repository.st-andrews.ac.uk/bitstream/10023/6068/1/Turkey_Syria_Relations_Orient_I_2015_Hinnebusch_1_.pdf
https://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/files/chathamhouse/public/Research/Middle%20East/1212bp_phillips.pdf
http://www.mepc.org/journal/middle-east-policy-archives/turkish-syrian-relations-checkered-history
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20160204_aleppoflash_update_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20160204_aleppoflash_update_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20160204_aleppoflash_update_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20160204_aleppoflash_update_0.pdf
http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=43948
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Maps 

 
Source: OCHA 04/02/2016 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20160204_aleppoflash_update_0.pdf
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Source: ISW 23/12/2015                 (Blue circles highlighting shift in control since September 2015). 

 

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-5I83eqkDxJk/Vnq5x52cgmI/AAAAAAAAFOw/C2onXubloPQ/s1600/Syria%2BBlobby%2BControl%2BMap%2B22%2BDEC%2B15_short_low-01.png

