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Annex A: Timeline of major events – November 2013 to October 2014 
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Annex B: Overview of the past political situation since 

Independence 
 

 On December 1, 1991, the referendum on confirmation of The Act of Declaration 

of Independence of Ukraine from the Soviet Union takes place. 90.3 % of the 

population who take part in the referendum vote in favour of independence. 

Voter turnout overall is high with over 84%. Differentiating turnout by oblast, in 

Donetsk, Kharkiv and Odessa oblasts, a lower turnout compared to the rest of 

the country is observed. A lower percentage of all (possible) voters in Eastern 

and Southern Ukraine supports independence compared to the rest of the 

country. Crimea has a 65% voter turnout and a 54% "Yes" vote (WNU, 2013, 

The Ukrainian Weekly, 1991/12/08, Minorities at Risk Project, 2014). 

 By December 1991 the independence of Ukraine is recognized by 68 states, 

and in 1992 by another 64 states. The constitutional process, which begins in 

July of 1990 by adopting the Declaration on State Sovereignty of Ukraine 

becomes the most important element in the creation of the state. This document 

ratifies the principles of sovereignty, democracy, inviolability of the territory of 

Ukraine, power division into legislative, executive and court branches, equality of 

citizens and state guarantee of their rights and liberties. The Constitution of 

Ukraine is adopted on June 28, 1996 In 1997 a friendship treaty is signed with 

Russia. Ukraine and Russia also reach agreement on the Black Sea fleet (BBC, 

2013, WNU, 2013). 

 The 2004 presidential election leads to the events known as the Orange 

Revolution, a series of protests and political events that take place throughout 

the country in response to allegations of massive corruption, voter intimidation 

and direct electoral fraud during the 2004 Ukrainian presidential election. The 

candidates, Prime Minister Yanukovych, advocates close ties with Russia (and 

his candidacy is supported by Russian president Putin) whereas the opposition 

candidate, former Prime Minister Yushchenko, calls for closer ties with the 

European Union (Pearson Education, 2014). 

 In 2008 the global financial crisis leads to decline in demand for steel, causing 

price of one of the country's main exports to collapse. The value of Ukrainian 

currency falls sharply and investors pull out. The International Monetary Fund 

(IMF) offers Ukraine a loan of $16.5bn (£10.4bn) (BBC, 2013). 

 In January 2009 Russia stops all gas supplies to Ukraine after the collapse of 

talks to end a row over unpaid bills and prices, leading to shortages in southeast 

Europe. Supplies are restored a week later when Ukraine and Russia sign a 10-

year deal on gas transit (BBC, 2013). 

 In February 2010 Viktor Yanukovych is declared winner of the second round of 

presidential election. His main rival, Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, the 

former Yushchenko ally during the Orange Revolution but now his enemy, 

refuses to accept the result, alleging fraud.  

 In April 2010 Parliament ratifies an agreement to extend Russia's lease on the 

Black Sea fleet base at Sevastopol in Crimea for 25 years, in return for cheaper 

gas imports (BBC, 2013). 

 In October 2011 a court jails former PM Tymoshenko after finding her guilty of 

abuse of power over a gas deal with Russia in 2009. 

 Parliamentary elections in October 2012 see a decisive win for Viktor 

Yanukovych’s governing Party of Regions and a surprise boost for the far-right 

Freedom party (BBC, 2013). 

 In November 2013 tens of thousands of protesters take to the street in Kiev 

following the government’s decision to abandon plans to sign an association 

agreement with the EU (BBC, 2013). 

http://wnu-ukraine.com/about-ukraine/history/ukrainian-independence/
http://www.ukrweekly.com/old/archive/1991/499101.shtml
http://www.refworld.org/docid/469f38ec2.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/country_profiles/1107869.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/country_profiles/1107869.stm
http://wnu-ukraine.com/about-ukraine/history/ukrainian-independence/
http://www.infoplease.com/encyclopedia/world/ukraine-history.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/country_profiles/1107869.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/country_profiles/1107869.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/country_profiles/1107869.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/country_profiles/1107869.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/country_profiles/1107869.stm
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Annex C: Country Profile 
 

Geography and climate 

 Ukraine has a surface area of 603,500 sqkm (UNdata, 2014). The country is 

bordered by Romania (with a common border of 169 km length), Moldova (939 

km), Romania (362 km) and Hungary (103 km) on the southwest, the Slovak 

Republic (90 km) on the west, Poland (428 km) on the northwest, Belarus (891 

km) on the north, and Russia (1,576 km) on the north and on the east 

(Consulate General of Ukraine in NY, 2007). 

 Administratively Ukraine is divided as follows: 

o The Autonomous Republic of Crimea; 

o 24 administrative regions (Oblasts); 

o 2 cities with a special status, Kiev and Sevastopol (SSCU, 2004). 

 There are:  

o 608 districts, including city/town districts 

o 1,344 urban settlements, including 454 cities and towns 

o 28,621 villages in Ukraine (SSU, 2004). 

 The capital of Ukraine is Kiev with a population of 2,829,000 in 2011 (UN, 2014).  

 The country is, after Russia, the second largest in Europe (BBC, 2014/02/25). 

 Ukraine lies in temperate climatic zone. The southern shore of the Crimea has a 

warm, gentle, Mediterranean-type climate. In the Transcarpathian area the 

climate is mild with warm winters and rainy summers. Most of Ukraine has four 

distinct seasons and a moderate, continental climate, with cold winters and 

warm summers. The average temperature is 18-24°С in July and -8°С in 

January, though in the southern coast of Crimea it is about 2-4°С. Precipitation 

in Ukraine averages 600 mm per year, with considerable regional variation; 

levels are highest in the Carpathians (up to 1600 mm) and lowest on the Black 

Sea coast (about 300-400 mm). For most of the country, rainfall tends to be 

most frequent in the summer months (Ukraine Japan Center, 2007). 

 Plains occupy over 90 percent of Ukraine. The highest elevations of the plains 

are 300 - 473 m above sea level. The lowest elevations can be found in the 

south, in Prychernomorie lowlands (38-67 m), in the centre - Prydneprovskaia 

lowland (65 m) and on the northern territories of Ukraine referred to as the 

Poltava plain and Polissia lowland. The mountainous areas in the country are 

the Crimean Mountains in the south that reach heights of 1,542 m (Mt. Roman-

Kosh) and the Carpathians in the west with the highest elevation of 2,061 m (Mt. 

Goverla) (FAO, 2006). 

 
Source: GRID, 2013. 

 

 Agriculture dominates 

Ukraine’s landscape, 

covering approximately 

70 percent of the total 

land area. Forests 

cover 16 percent of 

Ukraine’s territory, 

mostly in the 

Carpathian region. 

Forested lands are 

almost completely 

state-owned and 

managed (WB, 2007/11).  

 The land use in Ukraine is as follows (Source data: FAO, 2011) 

http://data.un.org/CountryProfile.aspx?crName=UKRAINE
http://www.ukrconsul.org/BASIC_FACTS.htm
http://2001.ukrcensus.gov.ua/eng/regions/
http://2001.ukrcensus.gov.ua/eng/regions/
http://data.un.org/CountryProfile.aspx?crName=UKRAINE
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-18018002
http://uajc.com.ua/pages.php?page_key=about_ukraine
http://www.fao.org/ag/agp/AGPC/doc/Counprof/Ukraine/ukraine.htm#2.%20SOILS%20AND
http://www.grida.no/graphicslib/OpenFile.aspx?id=6e5a1d53-95e4-448c-a088-bb986fe3684e
http://www.google.de/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=agriculture%20ukraine&source=web&cd=17&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CFoQFjAGOAo&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.worldbank.org%2Feca%2Fpubs%2Fenvint%2FVolume%20II%2FEnglish%2FReview%20UKR-final.pdf&ei=8QQaU53IE8bkswbx3IHoAQ&usg=AFQjCNE9eZ7GDCL8D8rt0yBExFYIDCeJdg
http://www.fao.org/countryprofiles/index/en/?iso3=UKR
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 The country can be divided in four major agro-ecological zones, the Polissia in 

the north (I in the map below) Forest Steppe (II), Steppe (III) and Dry Steppe 

(IV) in the south (40 percent), and the mountainous areas (Crimea and 

Carpathians) (FAO, 2001/05): 

 
Source: Agritour Ukraine, 2010 

 

 Polissia is the least ploughed part of the territory, characterised by a diverse 

mosaic of natural complexes, with many hayfields and pastures. Conditions are 

suited to many cereals, pulse crops, potatoes, flax, forage crops and traditional 

development of beef-dairy cattle-raising. In recent years, small areas in the 

sown lands are often occupied with winter wheat, rye, spring barley, potato and 

perennial grasses. Potatoes are used for food and pig fattening, especially on 

private holdings. 

 Forest Steppe with fertile soils and conditions favourable for cereals, especially 

winter wheat and maize, peas, white beet, and potatoes. The moister northern 

and north-west areas suit perennial grasses. This zone may produce sugar beet 

with beef-dairy cattle raising and pig rearing. White beet and grain are the main 

commodity industries. 

 The steppe is also an intensively cultivated area; it has 62.3 percent of its area 

or 81.3 percent of cultivated lands ploughed. Main crops include winter wheat 

and sunflower, the latter being the most important oil plant in the country. 

Southern, dry regions of the Steppe are also suitable for viticulture. Animal 

industries include cattle and sheep rearing. 

 The piedmont and highland areas of the Crimea are where viticulture and 

horticulture are developed and where essential oil crops and tobacco are grown. 

Highland hayfields and pastures promote development of cattle and sheep 

rearing. Sheep are also important on abundant natural pastures in the highlands 

of the Carpathians. 

 The top five agricultural commodities that Ukraine produced in 2012 were: 

 

 
Source data: FAO, 2012 

 

 Ukraine has tremendous agricultural potential and could play a critical role in 

contributing to global food security. The potential has not been fully exploited 

due to depressed farm incomes and a lack of modernization within the sector 

(WB, 2014/02/17). 

 Ukraine is rich in natural resources. Coal is the main fossil fuel. It is mined in the 

Donetsk and Lviv-Volyn basins. More than 5% of world reserves of iron ore are 

concentrated in Ukraine. Other natural resources include manganese, nickel and 

uranium. The reserves of sulfur are the largest in the world, the reserves of 

mercury ore are the second largest. Ukraine is also rich in building materials 

(granite, marble, labradorite, chalk, marl, sandstone) (Ukraine Trek, 2014) 

 
Key indicators 

 The Population in 2011 was estimated at 45,239,000 of which 20,846,000 male 

and 24,393,000 female. The sex ratio (males per 100 females) was 85 (UNdata, 

2014). As of 1 January 2014 the population of Ukraine was estimated at 

45,426,200 persons (SSSU, 2014). 

http://www.fao.org/ag/AGP/AGPC/doc/Counprof/Ukraine/ukraine.htm
http://www.google.de/imgres?q=ukraine%20landwirtschaft&biw=1280&bih=631&tbm=isch&tbnid=xjvpiVTWFDBuVM%3A&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.agritour.com.ua%2Fde%2Fagroukraine%2Fground%2F&docid=qa6jdo8Ti4wPRM&imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.agritour.com.ua%2Fimg%2Fim311.jpg&w=700&h=468&ei=kSYkU57XIeST0QXH4oHYCA&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=1&page=1&start=0&ndsp=15&ved=0CGMQrQMwBA
http://faostat.fao.org/site/339/default.aspx
http://www.worldbank.org/en/country/ukraine/overview
http://ukrainetrek.com/about-ukraine-nature/ukraine-natural-resources
http://data.un.org/CountryProfile.aspx?crName=UKRAINE
http://data.un.org/CountryProfile.aspx?crName=UKRAINE
http://database.ukrcensus.gov.ua/PXWEB2007/eng/publ_new1/2013/dem1213_e.pdf
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 The population density per square km was estimated at 75.3 (SSSU, 2014). 

 The annual rate of population change was -0.799% in the period from 2000 to 

2005 and -0.466 % from 2005 to 2010 (UN DESA, 2013/06). During 2013 the 

population decreased by 126,800. Ukraine is one of several countries that are 

expected to see their populations decline by more than 15 percent by 2050 (UN 

DESA, 2013). 

 In 2011 68.9 % of the population lived in urban areas. (UN DESA, 2011). 

 Over the last decade the average household size in Ukraine decreased from 

2.77 persons in 1999 to 2.58 persons in 2012 (SSSU). 

 Life expectancy at birth in 2011 was 71 years for both sexes overall, 65 years for 

men and 76 years for women (WHO, 2013). 

 The Under-5 mortality rate (per 1,000 live births) in 1990 was 20; in 2012 it was 

11 (UNICEF, 2013/12/31). 

 The total fertility rate per woman in 2011 and 2012 was low at 1.45 in both 

years, caused by falling disposable incomes and the closure of many childcare 

facilities after the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 which have made it 

increasingly unaffordable for many Ukrainian families to have more than one 

child (Euromonitor, 2012/05/11). 

 The crude birth rate (per 1000 of the population) was 10.88 in 2011 and 2012.  

The crude death rate (per 1000 of the population) in 2011 was 14.8 (WHO, 

2013). 

 Due to the low fertility rate paired with high death rates Ukraine is expected to 

experience the single largest absolute population loss in Europe between 2011 

and 2020 (Euromonitor, 2012/05/11). 

 The maternal mortality ratio (per 100,000 live births) was increasing in 2010 

compared to 2005 and was estimated at 32 and 25 respectively (WHO, 2013). 

 Ukraine is ranked 27 out of 86 countries in the 2012 Social Institutions and 

Gender Index. The country was ranked 10 out of 102 countries in the 2009 

Social Institutions and Gender Index. The Gender Inequality Index is 0.335, 

placing Ukraine in 57th place (out of 146 countries). Ukraine’s 2011 Global 

Gender Gap Index ranking is 0.6861, placing it in 64th place (out of 135 

countries) (OECD, 2012). 

 With a Human Development Index (HDI) of 0.74 in 2013 the country is ranked 

78th out of 186 countries, trailing other countries in the region (UNDP, 2014). 

 Ukraine has one of the most severe HIV/AIDS epidemics in the WHO European 

Region. The rate of newly diagnosed HIV infections in 2010 was 36.4 per 

100,000 population, which is the second highest rate in the Region after the 

Russian Federation (WHO, 2014). A total of 230,000 people were reported living 

with HIV/AIDS in 2011; in the same year 22,000 AIDS related deaths were 

recorded in the country (Avert, 2014).  

 The World Risk Index, composed of the exposure to natural hazards and 

vulnerability of the population, was very low with 3.19 % in 2012, ranking 

Ukraine at 149th position, out of 173 (Alliance Development Works, 2012). 

 Major environmental concerns are: inadequate supplies of potable water; air and 

water pollution; deforestation; radiation contamination in the northeast from 1986 

accident at Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant (GRID, 2013).  

 
Economy  

 The Donetsk region, in east-central Ukraine, is industrial heartland of the country 

and one of the major heavy-industrial and mining-metallurgical complexes of 

Europe. Besides its basic mining industries, the Donetsk Basin has highly 

developed ferrous-metals industries that produce iron and steel in large 

quantities. Durable goods manufactured in the Donetsk Basin include mining 

and metallurgical equipment, diesel locomotives, and tractors (Ukraine Trek, 

2014).  

 Ukrainian chemical industry produces large amounts of coke and mineral 

fertilizers. Ukrainian food-processing industries yield granulated sugar and meat, 

fruit, and dairy products (Ukraine Trek, 2014). 

 Ukraine is heavily dependent on fossil fuels and nuclear power for its energy 

needs. Hydroelectricity accounts for less than 10 percent of the country’s 

electricity production, and the contribution of other renewable sources is 

negligible (Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2014). 

 About 53 percent of Russian gas exports to Europe pass through Ukraine. 

Europe, in turn, depends on Russia for 40 percent of its imported fuel (NYT, 

2014/03/11):  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://database.ukrcensus.gov.ua/PXWEB2007/popul_eng.htm
http://esa.un.org/unpd/wpp/Excel-Data/EXCEL_FILES/1_Population/WPP2012_POP_F02_POPULATION_GROWTH_RATE.XLS
http://www.google.de/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=%22un+population+division%22+ukraine&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CEUQFjAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fesa.un.org%2Fwpp%2FDocumentation%2Fpdf%2FWPP2012_%20KEY%20FINDINGS.pdf&ei=wqcZU8uoHMHtswbb_IHwBA&usg=AFQjCNHcCSALtKOpo-qmVzFGSRB_w0cimA&bvm=bv.62578216,d.Yms
http://www.google.de/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=%22un+population+division%22+ukraine&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CEUQFjAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fesa.un.org%2Fwpp%2FDocumentation%2Fpdf%2FWPP2012_%20KEY%20FINDINGS.pdf&ei=wqcZU8uoHMHtswbb_IHwBA&usg=AFQjCNHcCSALtKOpo-qmVzFGSRB_w0cimA&bvm=bv.62578216,d.Yms
http://esa.un.org/unup/CD-ROM/WUP2011-F01-Total_Urban_Rural.xls
http://ukrstat.gov.ua/
http://www.who.int/gho/publications/world_health_statistics/EN_WHS2013_Full.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/ukraine_statistics.html
http://blog.euromonitor.com/2012/05/ukraines-population-in-rapid-decline.html
http://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.country.country-UKR
http://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.country.country-UKR
http://blog.euromonitor.com/2012/05/ukraines-population-in-rapid-decline.html
http://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.country.country-UKR
http://genderindex.org/country/ukraine
http://www.undp.org/content/ukraine/en/home/countryinfo/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/ukraine/areas-of-work/hivaids
http://www.avert.org/european-hiv-aids-statistics.htm
http://www.google.de/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=%22natural+hazard+index%22+ukraine&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CD0QFjAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ehs.unu.edu%2Ffile%2Fget%2F10487.pdf&ei=1O0ZU9GyBsfYtQaIoYGABw&usg=AFQjCNGZyRG7pRMeOU_msoSMU9XE-E7dnw&bvm=bv.62578216,d.Yms
http://www.grida.no/graphicslib/detail/ukraine-topographic-map_cf9a
http://ukrainetrek.com/about-ukraine-nature/ukraine-natural-resources
http://ukrainetrek.com/about-ukraine-nature/ukraine-natural-resources
http://ukrainetrek.com/about-ukraine-nature/ukraine-natural-resources
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/612921/Ukraine/30105/Resources-and-power
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/02/27/world/europe/ukraine-divisions-crimea.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/02/27/world/europe/ukraine-divisions-crimea.html
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Russian gas supplies to Europe and Ukraine 

 
 

 The Economist Intelligence Unit’s forecast of the economic growth from 2013 

onwards looks as follows (Source: EIU 2014/02/18): 

 

% 2013 a 2014 b 2015 b 2016 b 2017 b 2018 b 

GDP 0.1 c 1.2 2.4 3.2 3.5 3.5 

Private consumption 4 1.5 1.5 3 3.2 4.2 

Government consumption -1 1 1 0.5 1 1 

Gross fixed investment -10 0 2 2 5 2 

Exports of goods & services -8.5 2.2 4 3.5 3.4 3.6 

Imports of goods & services -4.1 2 1.6 2.2 2.3 4.4 

Domestic demand 0.7 2.6 1.7 2.3 2.9 3.8 

Agriculture 13 2 2.5 3.3 2.5 3.2 

Industry -5 1.5 2.5 2.5 2.5 3 

Services 0.8 0.9 2.4 3.6 4.1 3.8 

 

a Economist Intelligence Unit estimates.  

b Economist Intelligence Unit forecasts. 

c Actual. 

 

 Commodity prices for food, feedstuffs & beverages have developed over the last 

5 years as follows in % change in US$ terms (Source: EIU, 2014/01): 

 

Commodity prices 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Food, feedstuffs & 

beverages  

-20.3 10.7 30.1 -3.4 -7.7 -6.0 -1.8 

 

 The principal export products of Ukraine from 2009 to 2011 were as follows: 

Principal exports (% share) 

 2009 2010 2011 

Non-precious metals 32.2 33.7 32.3 

Food, beverages & agricultural products 23.9 19.3 18.7 

Machinery & equipment 17.3 17.8 17.4 

Fuel & energy, incl. ores 9.8 13.1 15 

Source: EIU, 2014/01 

 

 In 2012 the average consumer price inflation was 0.6%. In 2013 as a whole the 

consumer price level fell by 0.3%. This was the first year of deflation since 

independence in 1991. The annual average rate in the ten years to 2012 was 

10.9%. Chief among the factors countering inflationary pressure in 2013 were 

economic weakness, the use of price controls and the maintenance of the fixed 

peg currency regime of the hryvna (EIU, 2014/02/28). 

 According to the National Bank of Ukraine the Gross total debt was 137,722 Mio 

US$ as of 1 October 2013, compared to 132,447 Mio US$ at the same time the 

year before (National Bank of Ukraine, 2013/10/01).  

 Ukraine’s Debt service increased from 22,510,019,000 in 2009 to 

29,366,135,000 US$ in 2012 (WB, 2014). This amounted to 19.6 % and 16.9 % 

total debt service of the GNP (WB, 2014). 

 
Employment 
 Employment per sector in 2012 was (Source data SSSU 2013/11/25): 

 

http://store.eiu.com/product.aspx?pubid=1110000911&pid=50000205&gid=1110000911
http://store.eiu.com/product.aspx?pubid=1110000911&pid=50000205&gid=1110000911
http://store.eiu.com/product.aspx?pubid=1110000911&pid=50000205&gid=1110000911
http://store.eiu.com/product.aspx?pubid=1110000911&pid=50000205&gid=1110000911
http://www.bank.gov.ua/doccatalog/document?id=67873
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/DT.TDS.DECT.CD
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/DT.TDS.DECT.GN.ZS
http://www.ukrstat.gov.ua/operativ/operativ2013/rp/zn_ed/zn_ed_e/zn_ed_2012_e.htm
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 In 2012 the unemployment rate was 7.5 %, 6.4 % among females and 8.5 % 

among males. In urban areas it was 7.6, in rural areas 7.4 (ILO, SSSU, 

2013/03/29). 

 Close to 3 million people, or more than a third of rural residents of working age, 

are technically unemployed, as the majority of the population working on their 

own small farms do not consider themselves employed. Large numbers of rural 

residents of most active working age are forced to move away from their places 

of residence in search of employment, including moving abroad (UNDP, Ministry 

of Economy Ukraine, 2005). 

 The average unemployment rate January – September 2013 by region is as 

follows (Source: SSSU, 2013): 

 
Map created by MapAction (2014) 

 
Migration 
 Ukraine's Net migration five-year-estimates (2009-2013) was -40,006 persons 

(WB, 2014). 

 Ukraine's International migrant stock by age and sex in 2013 was 2,366,197 

males and 2,785,181 females (total of 5,151,378). The top five countries of 

destination for a total of 4,022,422 migrants were the Russian Federation 

(2,939,083), USA (376,852), Kazakhstan (245,351), Germany (234,094) and 

Belarus (227,042) (UN, 2014). 

 1.2 million, or 3.4% of the Ukrainian population aged 15-70 were identified as 

labour migrants from January 2010 until June 2012. Almost half of these 

(48.5%) are short-term labour migrants. The largest recipient countries for the 

Ukrainian labour force include the Russian Federation (43.2 percent), Poland 

(14.3 percent), Italy (13.2 percent), and the Czech Republic (12.9 percent). 

Other countries to which the labour force migrates include Spain (4.5 percent), 

Germany (2.4 percent), Hungary (1.9 percent), Portugal and Belarus (1.8 

percent each) (ILO, Labour Migration Survey 2012, 2013/05/31). 

http://www.ukrstat.gov.ua/operativ/operativ2012/rp/eans/eans_e/rbrn_rik12_e.htm
http://www.ukrstat.gov.ua/operativ/operativ2012/rp/eans/eans_e/rbrn_rik12_e.htm
http://www.social-protection.org/gimi/gess/RessourceDownload.action;jsessionid=9dc20d39aace5db70b0dd50dd33a482d6654bd2a95fe755f99e7e64476ab437e.e3aTbhuLbNmSe34MchaRah8Schj0?ressource.ressourceId=17870
http://www.social-protection.org/gimi/gess/RessourceDownload.action;jsessionid=9dc20d39aace5db70b0dd50dd33a482d6654bd2a95fe755f99e7e64476ab437e.e3aTbhuLbNmSe34MchaRah8Schj0?ressource.ressourceId=17870
http://ukrstat.org/en/operativ/operativ2013/rp/rp_reg/reg_e/rbn_2013_e.htm
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SM.POP.NETM
http://esa.un.org/MigGMGProfiles/indicators/files/Ukraine.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/budapest/information-resources/press-releases/WCMS_217266/lang--en/index.htm
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 According to IMO estimates, over 120,000 Ukrainians have suffered from human 

trafficking since the beginning of 1990s. Trends have changed over recent 

years, with every second victim identified and assisted by IOM today having 

suffered from labour exploitation, mainly in the Russian Federation and Poland 

(IMO, 2013/10/28). 

 Ukrainians most at risk of trafficking are from rural areas with limited access to 

employment opportunities and are often targeted by Ukrainian recruiters using 

fraud, coercion, and debt bondage. Victims of labour trafficking are exploited in 

construction, agriculture, manufacturing, domestic work, the lumber industry, 

nursing, and forced begging. Children in orphanages and crisis centres continue 

to be particularly vulnerable to trafficking within Ukraine The country is a source, 

transit, and, increasingly, destination country for men, women, and children 

subjected to forced labour and sex trafficking. There is also a rise in internal 

trafficking in Ukraine (IMO, 2013 and United States Department of State, 

2013/06/19).  

 There are an estimated 15,000 adolescent girls exploited by sex work in 

Ukraine. A UNICEF-supported study of adolescents living and working on the 

streets of major cities like Kyiv and Mykolaiv found that almost 60 per cent of the 

girls started to sell sex before age 15 (UNICEF, 2012/02/27). 

 

Poverty 
 27 percent of the population was below the national poverty line in the years up 

to the 2009, with the share of population below the relative poverty level in rural 

areas almost twice as high as in urban areas: 

 
Source data: UNECE, 2013. 

 

 Of Ukraine’s eight million children more than 100,000 live in state-run children’s 

institutions such as orphanages, boarding schools and shelters. Family poverty, 

unemployment, alcoholism and drug use are the main reasons for children being 

abandoned. Thousands of children also choose to run away from violence in 

their homes. Many children leave home because they have been left to fend for 

themselves while their parents have migrated abroad to find work. An estimated 

100,000 children are homeless and live on the streets (UNICEF, 2014 and 

UNICEF, 2010). 

 
Social Protection 
 Old-age pension system: Following the 2011 Pension reform, a full pension is 

payable at age 60 with at least 35 years of coverage for men and age 55 and six 

months (gradually rising to age 60 in 2021) and at least 30 years of coverage for 

women. The minimum contributory service period to receive any pension has 

been raised from 5 to 15 years (European Centre for Social Welfare Policy and 

Research, 2012/03 and SSA, 2012).  

 95.5 percent of the population above the statutory retirement age benefit from 

an old-age pension, 60.6 percent of the economically active population 

contributes to a pension scheme and 73.7 percent of the unemployed persons 

receives regular periodic unemployment benefits (ILO, 2014/03/13). 

http://iom.org.ua/en/home-page/news/ukrainians-exposed-to-new-threats-of-human-trafficking.html
http://iom.org.ua/en/pdf/Eng%20FF_F.pdf
http://www.refworld.org/docid/51c2f37b2e.html
http://www.refworld.org/docid/51c2f37b2e.html
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/ukraine_61838.html
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/hlm/sessions/docs2013/Committee_session/informal.note.10.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/ukraine/children.html
http://www.unicef.org/ukraine/Full_Bidnist_i_nerivni_mozlyvosty_ENG_final_02.11.2010.pdf
http://www.euro.centre.org/data/1330957218_74201.pdf
http://www.euro.centre.org/data/1330957218_74201.pdf
http://www.ssa.gov/policy/docs/progdesc/ssptw/2012-2013/europe/ukraine.pdf
http://www.ilo.org/gimi/gess/ShowCountryProfile.do?cid=431
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 Before a 2001 reform, unemployment benefits were completely financed by 

employers and were paid for one year at a decreasing rate during that year. 

After the reform in, employees contributions to unemployment benefits were 

introduced. Unemployment benefits are below European standards and started 

to exceed 50% of a minimum wage only in 2007 (EC, 2009 and ILO, 

2014/03/13). 

 Family and social benefits and services (non-contributory scheme) are 

funded from the State Budget; they are formed at the expense of tax revenues. 

Social assistance in cash includes family/children allowance (birth grant, 

parental leave benefit, benefit for children under 3 years, benefit for children of a 

lone parent families), income support, assistance to handicapped from birth 

individuals, and benefit for families with handicapped children (EC, 2009). 

 Chernobyl Benefits: The Chernobyl program is designated to liquidators 

(persons in charge of the removal of the consequences) and residents of the 

area. Since 2000, the focus of benefits has changed from compensation 

payments followed by resettlement costs to more health protection (ILO, 

2014/03/13). 

 Ukraine‘s constitution guarantees a basic package of health care to its 

population free of charge at state-owned medical facilities. However, 

Government spending on health care is low overall, as is the share of resources 

dedicated to primary health care services. The structure of service delivery, 

including human resources, does not match the health needs of the population. 

HIV/AIDS and TB services benefit from donor support (USAID, 2011/08). 

 Corruption has disproportionately affected the poor and the most vulnerable 

including the impact on the right to health services. Health service allocations 

make up 3.5% of the country’s GDP, which falls well short of the minimum 

recommended by the WHO (7%). The poorest segment of the population cannot 

afford costly treatment in a situation where the country has no medical insurance 

system (OHCHR, 2014/04/15). 

 

Socio-cultural characteristics 

 73% of the population in the country is Ukrainian, 22% Russian, 1% Jewish, and 

4% of other ethnicity (Consulate General of Ukraine in NY, 2007). 

 The largest and most prominent ethnic minority group in the country is Ukraine’s 

Russian population. Ethnic Russians became an increasingly powerful force in 

Ukraine from the late 17th century until the end of Soviet rule in 1991. Under the 

Russian Empire and the Soviet Union, Russian settlers were sent to Ukraine to 

further the development of Ukrainian agricultural land and industrial projects. 

After Ukrainian independence, Russians no longer held a privileged status, and 

following the election of Ukrainian nationalist Viktor Yushchenko as President in 

2005, the Russian language and culture fell further into disfavour, although it 

continues to be a strong influence in the eastern half of the country and on the 

Crimean peninsula (Advocates for Human Rights, 2010). 

 Ukraine is also home to a wide variety of Eastern European nationalities, 

including Jews, Belarusians, Moldovans, Bulgarians, Poles, Hungarians, 

Romanians, Roma, and Crimean Tatars. Many of Ukraine’s ethnic minorities 

have assimilated, to varying degrees, into the wider culture (Advocates for 

Human Rights, 2010).  

 The vast majority of people in Ukraine speak Ukrainian, which is written with a 

form of the Cyrillic alphabet. The language is closely related to Russian but also 

has distinct similarities to the Polish language. Significant numbers of people in 

the country speak Polish, Yiddish, Rusyn, Belarusian, Romanian or Moldovan, 

Bulgarian, Crimean Turkish, or Hungarian. Russian is the most important 

minority language (Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2014). Some members of ethnic 

minorities are comfortable speaking both Ukrainian and Russian, as well as their 

national language, while many ethnic minorities speak only Russian or Ukrainian 

(Advocates for Human Rights, 2010). 

 According to a Razumkov Center survey in 2006, 62.5% of the surveyed 

population stated they are not religious or did not clearly identify their church 

allegiance. (Razumkov Center, 2006). 

 More than 97% of the religious communities registered in Ukraine are Christian. 

About half of these communities are of the Orthodox tradition. The other half is 

divided among Catholics and Protestants (RISU, 2013). There are also Jews 

and Muslims in the country. Ukraine contains the third-largest Jewish community 

in Europe and the fifth-largest Jewish community in the world (RISU, 2013). The 

266,000 Crimean Tatars are Sunni Muslims (Guardian, 2014/03/05). 

 
Causes of Death, Health Epidemics and Immunization 
 The estimated age-standardized mortality rates by cause (per 100,000 

population) in 2008 were: Communicable diseases 94; Non-communicable 

diseases 823 and Injuries 112 (WHO, 2013). Data from 2009 shows that 

Coronary Vascular Diseases (CVDs) are a main cause of death: more than 50% 

of men in Ukraine die from CVDs (European Cardiovascular Disease Statistics, 

2012/09). 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CDoQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fec.europa.eu%2Fsocial%2FBlobServlet%3FdocId%3D5756%26langId%3Den&ei=mR0zU4a1M-2B7QaduYCYAw&usg=AFQjCNHLanozVjUvb7AqmffiZGFNRbhtxg&bvm=bv.63738703
http://www.ilo.org/gimi/gess/ShowCountryProfile.do?cid=431
http://www.ilo.org/gimi/gess/ShowCountryProfile.do?cid=431
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CDoQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fec.europa.eu%2Fsocial%2FBlobServlet%3FdocId%3D5756%26langId%3Den&ei=mR0zU4a1M-2B7QaduYCYAw&usg=AFQjCNHLanozVjUvb7AqmffiZGFNRbhtxg&bvm=bv.63738703
http://www.ilo.org/gimi/gess/ShowCountryProfile.do?cid=431
http://www.ilo.org/gimi/gess/ShowCountryProfile.do?cid=431
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CDcQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.healthsystems2020.org%2Ffiles%2F82461_file_Ukraine_HSA_Report__FINAL.pdf&ei=pPAzU_r-EYrb7AbDt4CYCA&usg=AFQjCNHvJyKTRBc1hNJAHdpO6r-U833PtA&bvm
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/UA/Ukraine_Report_15April2014.doc
http://www.ukrconsul.org/BASIC_FACTS.htm
http://www.stopvaw.org/ethnic_minorities2
http://www.stopvaw.org/ethnic_minorities2
http://www.stopvaw.org/ethnic_minorities2
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/612921/Ukraine/275887/Languages
http://www.stopvaw.org/ethnic_minorities2
http://razumkov.org.ua/ukr/poll.php?poll_id=300
http://risu.org.ua/en/index/reference/major_religions/~Major+Religions
http://risu.org.ua/en/index/reference
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/mar/05/tartar-ukraine-sunni-muslims-threat-russian-rule-crimea
http://www.who.int/gho/publications/world_health_statistics/EN_WHS2013_Full.pdf
https://www.bhf.org.uk/plugins/PublicationsSearchResults/DownloadFile.aspx?docid=352b602f-e110-4fca-89ec-a24229e7a1c0&version=-1&title=European+Cardiovascular+Disease+Statistics+2012&resource=HS2012EC
https://www.bhf.org.uk/plugins/PublicationsSearchResults/DownloadFile.aspx?docid=352b602f-e110-4fca-89ec-a24229e7a1c0&version=-1&title=European+Cardiovascular+Disease+Statistics+2012&resource=HS2012EC
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 Ukraine has 

one of the 

most severe 

HIV/AIDS 

epidemics 

in the WHO 

European 

Region. The 

rate of 

newly 

diagnosed 

HIV 

infections in 

2010 was 

36.4 per 

100,000 

population, 

which is the second highest in the Region after the Russian Federation (WHO, 

2014). According to UNGASS figures from 2008, the Eastern and Southern 

parts of the country generally had higher numbers of registered HIV diagnosed 

people (Source: Wikimedia Commons, 2008). 

 In 2012 there were 13 estimated deaths due to tuberculosis (excluding HIV 

cases), 93 estimated incidence cases of tuberculosis and 137 estimated cases 

of prevalence of tuberculosis (all numbers per 100 000 population). The 

numbers of estimated incidence and prevalence cases have been decreasing 

since a peak in 2004/05 and 2006 respectively (WHO, 2013). 

 Ukraine is among the 27 high multidrug-resistant tuberculosis (MDR-TB) burden 

countries in the world, with close to 100% of the TB patients estimated to have 

MDR-TB in 2012. Several high MDR-TB burden countries in the European 

Region, including Ukraine, have put in place high quality surveillance systems to 

monitor drug resistance both in new and previously treated TB cases (WHO, 

2013). 

 Ukraine has one of the lowest vaccine coverage rates in Europe, especially 

among children. 

 

Vaccine Immunization coverage of targeted population 
(%), 2012 

Percentage target 
population vaccinated 

by antigen 

BCG (TB) 95% 

DPT1 (First dose of diphtheria toxoid, tetanus toxoid and 
pertussis vaccine) 

76% 

DPT3 (Third dose of diphtheria toxoid, tetanus toxoid and 
pertussis vaccine) 

76% 

polio3 (Polio) 74% 
MCV (Measles Containing Vaccine) 79% 
HepB3 (Hepatitis B) 46% 
Hib3 (Haemophilus influenzae type B vaccine) 83% 

Source: WHO, 2013/10/16 

 

 In June 2013 WHO Ukraine representatives reported that the Ukraine is facing a 

real threat of a return of polio as well as outbreaks of other serious diseases 

such as mumps, rubella and measles because of a combination of state 

inefficiency and public mistrust of vaccinations  (IPS, 2013/06/28). 

 
Media and communication 

 According to the ITU, in 2012 there were: 

o 26.8 Fixed-telephone subscriptions per 100 inhabitants; 

o 130.3 Mobile-cellular subscriptions per 100 inhabitants; 

o 8 Fixed (wired)-broadband subscriptions per 100 Inhabitants; 

o 5.4 Mobile-broadband subscriptions per 100 inhabitants in Ukraine. 

 In 2012 

o 40.5% of the Households had a computer; 

o 36.5% of the Households had Internet access at home; 

o 33.7% of Individuals used the Internet (ITU, 2012). 

 Television dominates the media scene in terms of audiences and advertising 

revenue. Many outlets are privately-owned. Commercial TVs, particularly Inter 

TV and 1+1, attract the biggest share of the audience (BBC, 2013). TV content 

monitoring results show that recent years have been characterised by political 

influence over the most popular national TV channels (KAS, 2013). 

 Around 65% of Ukrainians listen to the radio on the air every day, 24% do so 

online; every year these shares grow by 10% (KAS, 2013). 

 Most radio stations belong to large media holdings. Usually, there are no more 

than one or two competing stations in each big city. Big radio network owners 

typically pursue local radio stations (EJC, 2014). 

 Out of the total number of 34,002 registered print mass media only slightly more 

than 4,000 ones are regularly published. The share of newspapers is 60%, the 

remaining 40% are magazines (KAS, 2013). Many newspaper titles have 

http://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/ukraine/areas-of-work/hivaids
http://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/ukraine/areas-of-work/hivaids
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Registered_HIV_prevalence_in_Ukraine.jpg
http://apps.who.int/gho/data/node.main.TBNODE?lang=en
http://www.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/91355/1/9789241564656_eng.pdf?ua=1
http://www.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/91355/1/9789241564656_eng.pdf?ua=1
http://apps.who.int/immunization_monitoring/globalsummary/countries?countrycriteria%5bcountry%5d%5b%5d=UKR&commit=OK
http://www.ipsnews.net/2013/06/polio-fear-at-europes-door/
http://www.itu.int/net4/itu-d/icteye/CountryProfileReport.aspx?countryID=241
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-18006248
http://www.kas.de/wf/doc/kas_34840-1522-2-30.pdf?130626133758
http://www.kas.de/wf/doc/kas_34840-1522-2-30.pdf?130626133758
http://ejc.net/media_landscapes/ukraine
http://www.kas.de/wf/doc/kas_34840-1522-2-30.pdf?130626133758
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Ukrainian and Russian-language editions. Several of the biggest-selling tabloids 

publish only in Russian (BBC, 2013). 

 In the 2013 Press Freedom Index, Ukraine ranked as 126th country out of 179, 

down from 116 in 2012 (Reporters Without Borders, 2014). 

 
Humanitarian and Development stakeholders 

 The UN has Resident Coordinator in Ukraine. The following UN agencies with 

relevance to the humanitarian and development sectors are active in Ukraine: the 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations Children`s 

Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the International 

Organization for Migration (IOM), the United Nations High Commissioner For 

Refugees (UNHCR), the World Health Organization (WHO), the International 

Labour Organization (ILO), and the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS 

(UNAIDS) (UN, 2014). 

 A number of international NGOs and their national branches have been active in 

the country before the crisis (WB, 2013): 

 

 

Name Focus 

Academy of Educational 
Development (AED) 

Education; social marketing; training; health; youth 
development; environment. 

ACDI/VOCA International development; technical assistance in 
agriculture; business. 

Allavida Capacity-building; grant-making; community development; 
NGOs development.  

American Councils Education; knowledge exchange; training.  
America's Development 
Foundation 

Democracy; civil-society development; advocacy; human 
rights.  

Amnesty International Human rights. 
Canada Baptist World Aid Emergency relief; community development.  
Bretton Woods Project  WB/IMF. 
Caritas Internationalis Catholic relief and development organization.  
Civil Society International Civil society development. 
Committee to Protect 
Journalists 

Monitors abuses against press; promotes free press.  

Counterpart International  Humanitarian Assistance/ Relief; Organizational 
Development; Community Development; Relief and Food 
Security; Environment and Natural Resources; SME 
Development. 

East-West Institute  Promotion of democracy; diffusion of tensions and conflicts. 
Eurasia Foundation Grant-making, democracy.  
Eco-Forum (European Eco-
Forum) 

Network/Coalition of more than 200 environmental 
organizations.  

European Foundation Center 
(EFC) 

Philanthropy; civil society; monitoring of international 
institutions, including WB; millennium development goals.  

Family Health International 
(FHI) 

Family planning; HIV/AIDS. 
 

Freedom House  Democracy. 
Friedrich-Ebert Foundation  Promotion of democracy; improvement of political and 

social framework.  
Hans Seidel Foundation Political reform; education; development.  
Friends of the Earth 
International 

Environment. 
 

Heifer Project International Charity organization; nutrition for poor.  
Human Rights Watch  Human Rights. 
International Campaign to Ban 
Landmines (ICBL) 

Landmines. 

International Executive 
Services Corps 

SMEs development; NGOs capacity-building. 
 

International Committee of the 
Red Cross 

Protection of Civilians. 

International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent 
Society, Ukrainian Red Cross 
and Russian Red Cross 

Humanitarian relief; vulnerable people. 

International Foundation for 
Elections Systems 

Democracy; elections; rule of law, governance; civil society. 
 

International Relief and 
Development 

Humanitarian relief; community development; democracy 
building. 

International Medical Corps International Relief. 
International Social Service Social work; sociolegal problems 
Junior Achievement 
International 

Education for young people. 

Medecins sans Frontieres  International humanitarian aid. 
Mennonite Central Committee Christian relief, service and peace agency.  
Microfinance Center for Central 
and Eastern Europe and the 
Newly Independent States 

Support to microfinance institutions; focus on poverty 
alleviation, employment; policy and advocacy work.  
 

North West Medical Teams 
International Inc. 

Christian relief and development organization. 
Humanitarian aid; disaster response; development; aid 
distribution.  

Oxfam International 
 

Poverty, suffering and injustice, education for all. 

PACT Strengthening capacity of local organizations/community 
development/HIV/AIDS.  

Peace Corps US Federal Agency; sends volunteers to serve 
communities, teach English language and business skills; 
also focus on health, environment and agriculture. 

Project Hope (Health 
Opportunities for People 
Everywhere)  

Improving health conditions through educating 
communities.  
 

Salvation Army Christian. Relief; social focus.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-18006248
https://en.rsf.org/press-freedom-index-2013,1054.html
http://www.un.org.ua/en/un-country-team-in-ukraine/introduction
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/COUNTRIES/ECAEXT/0,,contentMDK:20513289~pagePK:146736~piPK:146830~theSitePK:258599,00.html
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Save the Children, UK  Charity foundation; helping children.  
Service Civil International  Promotion of voluntary service; volunteers exchange 

between countries.  
Soros Foundation/Open 
Society Institute 

Promotion of open societies worldwide/ Democracy/civil 
society.  

Transparency International Combating corruption. 
Volunteers in Technical 
Assistance – VITA 

Empowering communities through communication and IT. 

World Conservation Union 
(IUCN) 

Environment; natural resources; natural conservation. 

World Education Economic & social development programs for the poor; 
education; community development; health; HIV/AIDS. 

World Hope International Faith-based relief & development organization; street 
children; refugees; community development. 
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Annex D: Key characteristics of affected population and 

areas 
 

Eastern Ukraine 
 

East and West Ukraine show some differences regarding population figures. The 

natural population growth rate was negative for all regions in 2009, with stronger 

decreases observed in the East than in the West: 

 

Natural Population growth rates (per 1,000 Population) 

 
Source: Wikimedia Commons, 2009/12/09 

 

 A higher percentage of urbanization can be observed in the Eastern part of the 

country and a lesser percentage of urbanized areas in the West: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Urbanization rate, 2011 

 
Source: Wikimedia Commons, 2010/09/24 

 

Religion 

 According to a Razumkov Center survey in 2006, 62% of the surveyed 

population stated they are not religious or did not clearly identified their church 

allegiance. (Razumkov Center, 2006). Of those that are religious there are more 

religious communities in western Ukraine than in Eastern Ukraine (harvard.edu, 

2009), with a stronger Catholic influence in the West and a stronger Orthodox 

influence in the East. 

 

Language 

 The spatial distribution of people who identify Russian as their native language 

as of the 2001 Census is as follows: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Ukraine_natural_population_growth_rates.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:UkraineUrbanization2010.PNG
http://razumkov.org.ua/ukr/poll.php?poll_id=300
http://isites.harvard.edu/fs/docs/icb.topic923280.files/finalproject.pdf
http://isites.harvard.edu/fs/docs/icb.topic923280.files/finalproject.pdf
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Source: Wikipedia, 2012/12/15 

 

 Other sources show that a clear division of the country in terms of language is 

not easy, and mention Ukraine’s lingua franca, Surzhyk, a mix of Ukrainian and 

Russian (LBR, 2014/01/29). 

 In the east, there has been some resentment at the requirement for all children 

to learn Ukrainian, while in the south of Ukraine, where Russian was traditionally 

the main language, young people are now fluent in Ukrainian, even if they still 

speak Russian among themselves (RUSI, 2014/03/12). 

 

Economy 

 In West Ukraine, the economy is dominated by agrarian production and the 

service sector centred on the capital city of Kiev. Ukraine is currently the world’s 

largest producer of sunflower oil, and a major exporter of other agricultural 

products, such as wheat, grain and sugar. Much of this production takes place in 

the West of the country (SBS, 2014/03/05). 

 Many of the country’s largest services – phone operators and energy companies 

are concentrated in Kiev. Western Ukraine accounted for just over 42% of total 

exports in 2013, with over half these exports registered to companies in Kiev 

alone (SBS, 2014/03/05). 

 Ukraine’s industry is mainly located in the East. Nearly all steel production and 

most arms manufacturing takes place in the region, and the country is currently 

one of the world’s leading exporters in both sectors (SBS, 2014/03/05). 

 The Donetsk region, in east-central Ukraine, is industrial heartland of the country 

and one of the major heavy-industrial and mining-metallurgical complexes of 

Europe. Besides its basic mining industries, the Donetsk Basin has highly 

developed ferrous-metals industries that produce iron and steel in large 

quantities. Durable goods manufactured in the Donetsk Basin include mining 

and metallurgical equipment, diesel locomotives, and tractors (Ukraine Trek, 

2014).  

 The average Monthly Salary by region in January 2014 was higher in the 

Eastern part of the country (Source: SSSU, 2014): 

 

 
Map created by MapAction (2014) 

 
 
 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Russianlang2001ua.PNG
http://www.lrb.co.uk/blog/2014/01/29/peter-pomerantsev/do-you-speak-surzhyk/
https://www.rusi.org/analysis/commentary/ref:C532055DAA75AC/#.UyWF8KBKM1I
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/2014/03/04/comment-divided-ukraine-could-see-two-radically-different-states-emerge
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/2014/03/04/comment-divided-ukraine-could-see-two-radically-different-states-emerge
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/2014/03/04/comment-divided-ukraine-could-see-two-radically-different-states-emerge
http://ukrainetrek.com/about-ukraine-nature/ukraine-natural-resources
http://ukrainetrek.com/about-ukraine-nature/ukraine-natural-resources
http://ukrstat.org/en/operativ/operativ2014/gdn/reg_zp_p/reg_zpp14_e.htm
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Crimea 
 

Characteristics of affected population 

 The population (as of 1 January 2014) of the Autonomous Republic of Crimea is 

1,967,000 of which 1,233,000 live in urban areas and 733,000 in rural areas 

(SSSU, 2014). The total population of Ukraine is 45,426,000. 

 The crude birth rate in Crimea was 12.2 in 2013, compared to 11.1 in Ukraine 

overall. The crude death rate was 13.7 compared to 14.6 in Ukraine overall. The 

decrease in population was with -1.5% lower than in Ukraine overall (-3.5%). 

Also, the infant mortality rate was slightly lower (6.9 per 1000 live birth 

compared to 7.9) (SSSU, 2014). 

 The Crimea territory is divided into 14 administrative districts (Rajons). Local 

administrative bodies in Crimea are villages, big villages (settlements), districts 

(Rajons) cities, districts in city councils (internal part of cities). There are 16 

towns, 56 settlements and 957 villages. More than 70 percent of Crimean 

population live in urban areas. The capital, Simferopol, has 358,900 inhabitants. 

Most of the population are also concentrated in the coastal areas (UN Habitat, 

2007/12). 

 The largest number of Crimean Tatars live in Eastern districts, in Bilogorsky, 

Kirovsky, Nizhnyohirsky and Lenine, where they constitute between 25 % and 

just under 30 % of the total population. In Simferopol city alone there are 25,500 

Crimean Tatars. The smallest numbers of Crimean Tatars live along the 

southern coast (UN Habitat, 2007/12). 

 The map below depicts this spatial distribution in % of Tatar population per 

district according to the 2001 census: 

 

Crimean Tatars per district:  

 
Sources: Census 2001 and Mapzoom, 2014 

 

Characteristics of the area 

 Tourism is a large sector of the Crimean economy and annually catered to 

around 6 million visitors. Two-thirds of the holidaymakers are from the rest of 

Ukraine, followed by Russian visitors (FT, 2014/03/11). 

 The Crimea’s key manufacturing industries are represented by machine 

building, metalworking, food, and chemical industries (Rada, 2013).  

 The current agricultural priorities are grain, horticulture, viticulture and wine-

making, poultry industry, and food-processing industry. The Crimea is also 

famous for its essential oils. Lavender, sage, and rose are grown commercially. 

Private farms produce over 70% of meat and milk, over a half of eggs, and 

nearly all potatoes (Rada, 2013). 

 The water for agricultural production comes mostly from outside Crimea, from 

the Ukrainian mainland. More than 80 percent is brought by canal from 

Ukraine’s Dnieper River (Euronews, 2014/03/15). The water supply via the canal 

has been limited by Ukraine in May 2014, affecting agricultural production in 

Crimea. 

http://ukrstat.org/en/operativ/operativ2014/ds/kn/kn_e/kn0114_e.html
http://ukrstat.org/en/operativ/operativ2013/ds/pp/pp_e/pp1213_e.html
http://www.unhabitat.org/pmss/getElectronicVersion.asp?nr=2438&alt=1
http://www.unhabitat.org/pmss/getElectronicVersion.asp?nr=2438&alt=1
http://www.unhabitat.org/pmss/getElectronicVersion.asp?nr=2438&alt=1
http://2001.ukrcensus.gov.ua/eng/results/general/nationality/Crimea/
http://mapsontheweb.zoom-maps.com/post/78203820181/distribution-of-crimean-tatars-per-district-before
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/41529a76-a92c-11e3-bf0c-00144feab7de.html
http://rada.com.ua/eng/RegionsPotential/Crimea/
http://rada.com.ua/eng/RegionsPotential/Crimea/
http://www.euronews.com/2014/03/15/major-economic-consequences-from-crimea-splitting-from-ukraine/
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