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RECENT DEVELOPMENTS AND HUMANITARIAN PRIORITIES  

 A preliminary identification of severity across VDCs highlights the mountainous belt as particularly 

vulnerable. In addition, VDCs with high severity levels are concentrated in the inaccessible areas in 

Kavre, east of Kathmandu. Sindhuli, Makawanpur and Okhladunga record much lower severity as 

compared to the northern districts. The Government has declared that the emergency relief phase is over 

and the recovery phase started on 22 June. The recovery phase is guided by the results of the PDNA and 

accompanying International Conference on Nepal’s Reconstruction on 25 June, during which the 

international community pledged two-thirds to the USD 6.66 billion appeal by the Government. However, 

humanitarian actors stress that 

humanitarian needs remain, including in 

districts outside of the 14 priority districts, 

such as Solukhumbu.  

 The monsoon season started on 13 

June. Landslides have already occurred 

in several VDCs in Gorkha, and Tatopani 

areas in Sindhupalchok. Heavy rains will 

compound existing needs and logistical 

access, and hamper recovery from the 

earthquakes.  

 Most people have not started repair and 

reconstruction of damaged houses 

ranging from 94% of the assessed 

households in Gorkha to 53% in 

Dhading. Professional debris 

management and demolition is an urgent 

need, as are inputs and labour.  

 Food insecurity in the immediate and 

medium term is of high concern. The widespread destruction to seed stocks and tools has impacted 

people’s ability to harvest, sell, and plant their crop. Livestock, which contribute significantly to food 

security and livelihoods in the most affected areas, are at risk due to the lack of shelter, adequate food 

stocks, shelters, and veterinary services.  

 Population movements are ongoing and expected to increase in areas at risk of landslides, either in the 

form of preventive relocation (on 30 June the Government announced 56 settlements, hosting 13,000 

HH have been identified for relocation within 15 days) or as a direct result of landslides.  WASH, shelter 

and education standards are particularly low in spontaneous settlements, with access to services and 

basic needs below Sphere standards.  

 Support to rebuilding of the health infrastructure is a priority need, including the strengthening of 

rehabilitation services for those injured and disabled in the earthquake, mental health services to 

address widespread trauma, and prevention of outbreaks.  

Monthly situation update 
01.07.2015             

 Nepal Earthquake 
Assessment Unit 

This report provides a collation of the information currently available on the 
humanitarian needs resulting from the earthquakes in Nepal. Please note that this 
report focusses on the needs of the population and does not include the impact of 
recent response activities. For more information on the ongoing humanitarian response 
please refer to the sector specific 3Ws.  
 

1 The severity index is a composite measure of severity, reflecting three categories: baseline information of socio-economical, 
physical vulnerability, and earthquake impact based on assessment data. This is an update with improved granularity of the severity 
index used in the revised Flash Appeal and represents the shift in priorities as the humanitarian response has evolved. Thus a 
greater focus has been placed on physical vulnerability due to the monsoon. The model is not indicative of risk or priority and is of 
course susceptible to the uncertainties within the indicator data. An explanatory note on the ranking will be published by mid-July. 
 

GEOGRAPHIC SEVERITY 

Preliminary severity index 

http://thehimalayantimes.com/opinion/relocation-plan-2/
http://thehimalayantimes.com/opinion/relocation-plan-2/
https://data.hdx.rwlabs.org/organization/ocha-nepal
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HUMANITARIAN PROFILE 
 

Assessment findings  

The humanitarian profile categorises the 

affected population into mutually exclusive 

categories based on their current situation.  

The overall number of people affected, at 

2.8 million, has not changed since it was 

identified within the June Flash Appeal. 

However, additional assessments have 

enabled a breakdown into specific 

categories. Assessments findings indicate 

that 2.3 million people still do not live in their 

previous shelter, primarily due to damage or 

destruction.  

 

There are two comprehensive assessments 

covering displacement, a REACH 

assessment focusing on shelter recovery 

needs in the 14 most affected districts, and 

the IOM Displacement Tracking Matrix 

(DTM), which focusses on spontaneous 

sites (of more than five households).  

 

The majority of those who can no longer reside within their original house remain close to their previous 

shelter, predominately in scattered sites and residing on land of their damaged houses or nearby open ground 

using temporary shelters such as tarps. This group is relying on the partial continuation of their livelihoods and 

continued use of their damaged houses to cook or store goods. However, assessment information indicates 

that 570,000 people are currently residing more than 10 minutes from their original shelter (REACH/Shelter 

Cluster Assessment 17/05/2015). It can be assumed that this group is more reliant on external support.  

 

The intentions of those currently displaced in Kathmandu Valley differ from those in other districts. On 

average 30% of people not residing in their usual residences in districts in Kathmandu Valley reported 

intending to return to their original houses, with fear of aftershocks (on average 81%) being cited as the 

primary concern for not returning (REACH/Shelter Cluster Assessment 17/05/2015). This contrasts with 

responses in all other affected districts where only 7% on average stated they intended to return to their 

original houses, with 94% of respondents citing damage or destruction to their houses as the obstacle to 

return (REACH/Shelter Cluster Assessment 17/05/2015). This is a reflection of the large influx of people from 

other districts into Kathmandu Valley. 

 

The latest IOM assessment (IOM 15/06/2015) indicates that 117,000 people have resided in the 409 

spontaneous sites (sites of more than 5 households) assessed, with 49,118 people living in 77 sites with more 

than 50 HHs. Spontaneous settlements have been documented in all affected districts, a majority of which are 

concentrated around Kathmandu. IOM has also assessed intention to return within priority sites and identified 

that 22% of the site population were planning on returning to their original home, however 28% had made no 

plans to leave. Seven sites in Kathmandu Valley consisted of a majority of residents from outside the valley 

(predominately Sindhupalchok). In addition, it is interesting to note that a large displacement site housing 

1,600 people has also appeared in Baratpur Chitwan (a large municipality town) with people mostly originating 

from Warpak VDC in Gorkha where the epicenter of the 25 April earthquake struck. Site management 

capacity for sites with over 200 households and/or from cross-districts displacement is an urgent need. 
 

 

Humanitarian profile  

Sources: NEOC, REACH, IOM 
The population in scattered sites includes all those that are not hosted or 
in spontaneous sites (sites hosting more than five households). 

http://www.reachresourcecentre.info/countries/nepal
http://www.reachresourcecentre.info/countries/nepal
http://www.reachresourcecentre.info/countries/nepal
http://www.reachresourcecentre.info/countries/nepal
https://data.hdx.rwlabs.org/dataset/io


Movement patterns 

An analysis of mobile phone usage by Flowminder1 provides an indication of movement trends by 25 April and 

12 June. An analysis of mobile phone usage by Flowminder provides an overview of people who have left 

their home district as of 10 June. As of 10 June analyses indicates that an estimated 180,000 of people from 

the Kathmandu Valley are still yet to return to the Valley. Districts in the south and in areas surrounding 

Kathmandu received the largest number of people from Kathmandu Valley after the earthquake.  At the same 

time, movement between earthquake affected districts (Gorhka, Dhading, Nuwakot, Sindhupalchok, Kavre, 

and Dolakha, in dark blue) was recorded, possibly driven by people returning to villages, and people 

delivering or seeking relief and support. In affected areas outside Kathmandu Valley, an estimated total of 

90,000 persons (in addition to normal levels) had left their homes and were located outside their home 

districts as of 10 June. The area with the largest absolute increase in the number of incoming people from 

other districts were Kavre (18,000 persons), Nuwakot (14,000 persons) and Sindhupalchok (14,000 persons) 

(Flowminder 12/06/2015). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the week immediately following the earthquake, a DTM was conducted by IOM only in Kathmandu Valley. 

This DTM identified 36,104 people residing in 86 sites. As of mid-June, 58 of these sites remained open and 

hosted over 31,500 people (IOM 15/06/2015). 

 

 
 
 
 
1 Flowminder methodology: For more information see May and June reports by Bengtsson et al 2015. Flowminder data is available from 

Humanitarian Data Exchange. Ncell has a 56% market share in Nepal of mobile network subscriptions. Regular Flowminder reports will 
continue for at least several months. Ncell has about 12 million subscribers out of an adult population (15-65 years) of 18 million people, 
but results may be biased towards less vulnerable demographic groups with mobile phone use Bengtsson et al 2015. SIM cards not 
active pre-earthquake were excluded to account for relief workers arriving post-earthquake. Post-earthquake inactive SIM cards were 
excluded to avoid misinterpreting lost SIM cards as stationary people.  

 

Inflows comparing pre-earthquake and post-earthquake mid-May and end-June 

Above normal recorded inflows 

file:///C:/Users/UNOCHA/Dropbox/Nepal%20Assessment%20Unit/04.%20Information%20Products/10.%20Monthly%20Analysis/Draft%20Chapters/FlowMinder%2012/06/2015
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1lxHkt8ICV2-YDz8RvZAuw_SxMt3P9z7ej7QNbCATkL0/edit#gid=1980122448
https://data.hdx.rwlabs.org/dataset/86987e43-69a8-477f-94d7-27a2476b4e47/resource/3a626e22-c94c-42f8-b207-612f41ae8b36
https://data.hdx.rwlabs.org/dataset/8424d472-49f6-40d3-af0e-7ff48ae95b18/resource/6d14b465-d147-4a74-8b9d-74f8ad062e51
https://data.hdx.rwlabs.org/dataset/86987e43-69a8-477f-94d7-27a2476b4e47/resource/3a626e22-c94c-42f8-b207-612f41ae8b36
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HUMANITARIAN ACCESS 

 
Physical constraints: Physical constraints are the main impediment to the current humanitarian response. 

Several mountainous areas were already hard-to-reach before the earthquake. Damage to road infrastructure 

and landslides have made access even more difficult and 118 earthquake affected VDCs are only accessible 

by helicopter. As illustrated in below maps, road access changes frequently and expected air cancellations 

and delays have started due to monsoon (LogCluster 15/06/2015). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational constraints: In line with the Government declaration calling for an end of the emergency relief 

phase, normal customs procedures were fully reinstated for all humanitarian cargo entering Nepal. As of 3 

June, the  government-approved   list  of  items previously subjected  to  immediate waiver officially expired 

(LogCluster 05/06/2015). As a result of the change in procedures, some organisations have goods blocked at 

customs and others are freezing their pipeline until further clarification is provided (LogCluster 15/06/2015); 

meanwhile markets for CGI are reportedly stretched and cannot meet the demand. In addition, the response 

remains under-funded. Of the USD 422 million requested in the UN Flash Appeal, only USD 164.4 million, or 

39%, has been received by 28 June. CCCM is the least funded sector, at 9.5%.  (FTS 28/06/2015). 

 

Access of the affected population to aid: A part of the population in need faces difficulties accessing aid and 

services. Many households are estimated to have lost essential documentation, and without offices to replace 

these, their access to services and emergency relief is severely limited (Early Recovery 29/05/2015). While 

there is a vouching system, where two people can vouch for those who have lost their identity documents, 

there are reported instances of discrimination against marginalised groups by aid agencies (ADRF 2015).  

There are concerns that the influence of the various political parties in the provision of assistance may 

marginalise specific communities, leaving them unable to access humanitarian assistance (ADRF 2015). 

Communication barriers continue to impact the affected population’s ability to receive information on available 

services and to provide feedback. Current challenges include limited access to electricity, limited availability of 

radio receivers and batteries, illiteracy, lack of information in local languages, and lack of trust in local media 

(CDAC 27/05/2015). 

Physical constraints map 

Disclaimer: This map should not be used for logistics 
planning as the data changes on a daily basis. For the latest 
road situation go to LogCluster. Please report any road 
constraints through the logcluster assessment form in 
English  or in Nepali. 

 

20 May 2015 17 June 2015 

http://www.logcluster.org/document/nepal-situation-update-15-june-2015
http://www.logcluster.org/document/nepal-customs-snapshot-5-June
http://www.logcluster.org/document/nepal-situation-update-15-june-2015
https://fts.unocha.org/pageloader.aspx?page=emerg-emergencyDetails&appealID=1100
http://reliefweb.int/report/nepal/nepal-early-recovery-brief-29-may-2015
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/REPORT-OF-IMMEDIATE-ASSESSMENT-Relief-for-Dalits-in-NEPAL-2015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/REPORT-OF-IMMEDIATE-ASSESSMENT-Relief-for-Dalits-in-NEPAL-2015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Nepal%20Earthquake%20Response-%20CwC%20Update%209%20-%2028-05-2015.pdf
http://logcluster.org/search?f%5b0%5d=field_raw_op_id:24058&f%5b1%5d=field_document_type:27
http://www.logcluster.org/document/nepal-road-assessment-form
http://www.logcluster.org/document/nepal-road-assessment-form-nepalese-3-may-2015


RISKS 

 
Increase in natural hazards resulting in displacement and humanitarian needs 

In the 14 priority districts, the monsoon season will lead to an increase in landslides (as the earthquakes have 

destabilised soil), as well as flash flooding. Over 3,000 landslides were observed after the 25 April 

earthquake, higher than the number of landslides reported in the past five years combined. There are already 

increasing reports of landslides and floods, triggered by incessant rainfall in the past weeks. Areas such as 

Tatopani, Kodari and Liping Bazaar (Sindhupalchok), and Lapa (Dhading) are reported to have become more 

prone to landslides with the onset of monsoon. Steep slopes in narrow valleys destabilised by the earthquake 

pose a threat of flash flooding when landslides block rivers. This could lead to further casualties and damage 

and destruction to houses, planted fields, livestock, schools, WASH infrastructure, health facilities, micro 

hydropower plants, roads, and trails (OCHA 06/23/2015). In addition, relocation of communities and 

displacement following landslides will result in a continued fluid displacement situation. The monsoon will 

significantly hamper all logistical access by road, trails and air, and hard-to-reach mountainous areas will be 

virtually inaccessible. Significant aftershocks have the potential to cause additional damage and contribute to 

further landslides.   

 

Significant disease outbreaks 

Waterborne diseases are already widespread (with 25% of under-fives typically experiencing diarrhoea) and 

the destruction of WASH facilities coupled with heavy monsoon rains could lead to outbreaks, including acute 

respiratory illnesses and bloody and acute watery diarrhoea. Overall, the risk is considered low as health 

surveillance systems have been strengthened and it appears that people are accessing the remaining WASH 

facilities. This risk is heightened in spontaneous sites and collective centres, which experience overcrowding 

and very poor sanitation conditions (WASH Cluster 06/2015). It will be particularly difficult to respond to 

outbreaks in areas with a high proportion of damaged or destroyed health facilities, including Sindhupalchok, 

Rasuwa, Gorkha, Nuwakot, Dhading and Dolakha.  

 

Stark increase in child protection issues 

With nearly one million children not attending school and increased demand for labour and income to rebuild 

damaged homes and property, there could be additional dropouts and decreased ability to attend classes. 

Child protection concerns are high, with those outside of school more at risk of child labour, exploitation and 

child trafficking, issues which were already of concern prior to the earthquakes. There are concerns that the 

existing custom of child marriage will increase due the additional pressure on household resources. 

 
 
 
 
2 The levels of likelihood and impact is based on the judgement of Assessment Unit analysts, combining information on the current 
situation and lessons learned from other crises. For more information on determining likelihood and impact please see: ACAPS – 
Scenario Development 2012.  

Likely to occur within the next 3 months2 Probability  
Very low Low Moderate Significant High 

    X 

Estimated humanitarian impact Impact  
Insignificant Minor Moderate Significant Major 

   X  

Likely to occur within the next 3 months Probability  
Very low Low Moderate Significant High 

 X    

Estimated humanitarian impact Impact  
Insignificant Minor Moderate Significant Major 

   X  

Likely to occur within the next 3 months Probability  
Very low Low Moderate Significant High 

  X   

Estimated humanitarian impact Impact  
Insignificant Minor Moderate Significant Major 

  X   

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/150623_monsoon_hazard_analysis_final_.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20150623_wash_cluster_brief_0.pdf
http://www.acaps.org/img/documents/s-121122-tb-scenario-building-final.pdf
http://www.acaps.org/img/documents/s-121122-tb-scenario-building-final.pdf


Page 6 of 13 
 

 SHELTER AND NFI 
 

Assessment findings 

The latest figures from NEOC (NEOC 28/06/15) estimate that 595,000 houses have been destroyed (must be 

demolished) and 280,000 are damaged (can be repaired) throughout Nepal. Within the 14 priority districts 

539,000 houses are destroyed and 162,000 are damaged representing 44% and 13% of total houses 

respectively. This equates to an estimated 2.4 million people who have had their homes destroyed. 

The Shelter and Settlements Vulnerability Assessment (Shelter Cluster Vulnerability Assessment) conducted 

by REACH on behalf of the Shelter Cluster indicated that mud-bonded brick stone houses were the most 

susceptible to earthquake damage. Support to remove debris, CGI and labour are the main inputs required to 

support rebuilding and reconstruction. Some 60% of the households whose homes are damaged or destroyed 

have identified CGI has their most urgent shelter need (Shelter Cluster Vulnerability Assessment 17/05/2015). 

Anecdotal information suggests that households in areas affected by monsoon related disasters, are waiting 

to see the impact of the upcoming monsoon season, and accompanying landslides, before starting to rebuild 

(Sindhupalchock District Assessment 09/06/2015).  

Much of the shelter support which has been 

provided so far is emergency by nature, using 

items which are not expected to last through the 

monsoon season, and shelters made from these 

materials will need to be repaired or replaced. Only 

a small proportion of households had started 

repairing or rebuilding their original house, ranging 

from 6% of the assessed households in Gorkha to 

47% in Dhading. Even in areas where people are 

rebuilding, the majority of the assessed population, 

ranging from 56% in Bhaktapur to 89% in Kavre, 

do not feel safe residing in their current shelter 

(Shelter Cluster Vulnerability Assessment 

17/05/2015). Meanwhile, the shelter cluster 

reported that only 21% of households feel they are 

prepared for the monsoon season (Shelter Cluster 24/06/2015, Shelter Cluster 23/06/2015). 

According to IOM’s independent DTM, only 31% (or 2,208) of the shelters in spontaneous sites and collective 

centres are waterproof.  

Priority geographic areas: Shelter needs in hard-to-reach northern areas of districts are being prioritised for 

assistance due to the onset of the monsoon season, which will make logistical access extremely challenging.  

 

Priority needs   

Hundreds of thousands of families are still living beneath tarps, rudimentary shelters or in unsafe damaged 

buildings. There is a need for weather-proof temporary shelter to provide protection during the upcoming 

monsoon season (Shelter Cluster 24/06/2015, Shelter Cluster 23/06/2015). In addition to temporary shelter, 

drainage is required to safeguard against heavy rainfall and runoff. The need for shelter extends to livestock, 

agriculture, food, as well as specific NFIs, such as bedding or cooking items, as these will be spoiled if wet. 

 

According the Shelter Cluster Vulnerability Assessment, financial assistance and CGI were the most 

frequently cited reconstruction and repair needs (Shelter Cluster Vulnerability Assessment 17/05/2015). 

Professional demolition and debris clearance are urgently needed to enable safe reconstruction and 

rebuilding. To ensure houses are ‘built back better’, serious vulnerabilities in construction practices and 

enforcement of building codes need to be addressed through training, information and outreach. Anecdotal 

information indicates that beneficiaries want information or assistance for safer reconstruction but it was also 

implied that the lack of this information would not prevent rebuilding (Gorkha Assessment 18/06/2015). 

Damaged and destroyed houses (%) 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/reach_npl_factsheet_districts1-8_shelterassessment_may2015_0.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/nepal/document/150609-sindhupalchok-coordinated-assessment-analysis-package
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/reach_npl_factsheet_districts1-8_shelterassessment_may2015_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/reach_npl_factsheet_districts1-8_shelterassessment_may2015_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/shelter_cluster_key_messages_2015_06_24.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20150623_shelter_cluster_brief_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/shelter_cluster_key_messages_2015_06_24.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20150623_shelter_cluster_brief_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/reach_npl_factsheet_districts1-8_shelterassessment_may2015_0.pdf


 

FOOD SECURITY, LIVELIHOODS AND MARKETS 

 

Assessment findings 
According to the Government’s food security 

phase classification data from 2013, Nepal 

experienced moderate levels of chronic food 

insecurity, including in the earthquake-affected 

Central Region (NeKSAP 06/2013). A total of 

3.1 million people live in the 11 prioritised 

districts (the 14 most affected districts, not 

including the three Kathmandu valley districts), 

of which roughly 1.4 million need food 

assistance. Food security has deteriorated in 

all the earthquake affected areas, and is 

particularly worrying in remote mountain areas, 

where close to 70% of households have poor 

or borderline food consumption, and close to 

half have poor diet diversity. In the most food 

insecure areas, 80% of households have lost 

their entire food stocks, and overall 55% of 

households have lost more than half of their cereal stocks, which is estimated at 52,000 MT of grain stocks 

(WFP 16/06/2015). 

 

The joint Ministry of Agriculture and Development (MoAD) and Food Security Cluster agricultural livelihoods 

assessment, reveals that the earthquake resulted in a moderate loss of standing crops, mainly spring maize, 

as well as spring rice, potato and wheat to a lower extent as most had already been harvested. (MoAD/Food 

Security Cluster assessment 20/06/2015). However, the destruction of storage facilities will likely lead to 

further crop losses. Households across all affected areas are resorting to negative food-based coping 

strategies to make up for loss of income, loss of food stocks or lack of access to functioning markets. In the 

most food insecure areas, the most frequently noted coping mechanism was reducing food consumption, with 

85% and 65% of households reported reducing portion sizes and meal frequency, respectively. Approximately 

236,000 farming households (an estimated 1.1 million people) in the six districts are estimated to have their 

livelihood and food consumption affected. In these areas, there was a 16% loss for cattle and 36% for poultry 

and more animals injured and sick. Production of animal products has been reduced due to stress syndromes, 

lack of feed and deteriorated health conditions brought by the earthquake’s impact (NeKSAP/Food Security 

Cluster 16/06/2015). 

 

Trends over time 

Food markets largely recovered in the two to three weeks following the earthquake in most areas, with the 

exception of the hard-to-reach mountainous areas in the north (NeKSAP/Food Security Cluster 16/06/2015).  

 

Priority geographic areas 

The remote mountainous northern areas of earthquake affected districts, particularly Dhading, Dolakha, 

Gorkha, Ramechhap, Rasuwa, and Sindhupalchok, already experience a lack of functional markets and the 

monsoon season is likely to exacerbate access for these communities to reach markets and assistance. 

 
Priority needs 

Seeds, fertilizers and irrigation are the most urgent needs for both the summer cropping season starting in 

June-July and to prepare for the winter cropping season starting in October, while shelter, feed and veterinary 

services are required to prevent livestock mortality and further loss of animal production (NeKSAP/Food 

Security Cluster 16/06/2015). 

NeKSAP Phase Classification Data (as of May 2015) 

 

http://neksap.org.np/allmaps/food-security-phase-classification-map-apr-jun-2013-
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/wfp273989.pdf
http://foodsecuritycluster.net/sites/default/files/Nepal%20ALIA%20-%20Agricultural%20Livelihoods%20Impact%20Appraisal%20-%20June%2006_0.pdf
http://foodsecuritycluster.net/sites/default/files/Nepal%20ALIA%20-%20Agricultural%20Livelihoods%20Impact%20Appraisal%20-%20June%2006_0.pdf
http://foodsecuritycluster.net/sites/default/files/Nepal_earthquake_food_security_assessment_May-2015_3.pdf
http://foodsecuritycluster.net/sites/default/files/Nepal_earthquake_food_security_assessment_May-2015_3.pdf
http://foodsecuritycluster.net/sites/default/files/Nepal_earthquake_food_security_assessment_May-2015_3.pdf
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 WASH 

 

Assessment findings 

The main source of water supply is predominantly determined by topography, with communities in 

mountainous and hilly areas using springs and streams while in plain areas tubes or dug wells are the 

predominant sources. (DWSS/NMIP 10/2014). According to DWSS/NMIP, just 25% of water schemes were 

functioning well in 2012 (PDNA 06/2015).  An assessment of the current state of the water infrastructure by 

DWSS found that 46% of water systems have been partially damaged or destroyed by the earthquakes 

(PDNA 06/2015). However, a shelter cluster assessment in mid-May found that the sources of water used by 

communities before the earthquake and currently have remained the same in the nine districts covered. A 

decline in water quality and quantity was reported by significant proportion of the households assessed in all 

districts but Sindhuli (Shelter Cluster 05/2015). Where serious damage to the water system occurred women 

are walking between one to three hours longer to collect water (PDNA 06/2015). According to WASH cluster 

estimates, damage to water systems across 14 priority districts has left around 1.1 million more people 

without access to protected water sources (WASH Cluster 23/06/2015). Before the earthquake, 60% of 

household members used improved sanitation facilities which were not shared. (MICS 2014) In 2014, open 

defecation was still common in around 60% of districts (PDNA 20/06/2015, DWSS/NMIP 10/2014). The 

shelter cluster assessment found that although damage to sanitation infrastructure was reported in all districts, 

the main type of toilets used by communities in the different districts has remained the same. However, the 

number of households using the remaining latrines has increased. In Sindhupalchok for instance, 23% of 

households reported that they shared toilet facilities with other households at the time of the assessment, 

compared to 1% before the earthquakes. 

 

Access to WASH facilities in displacement sites is below Sphere standards, according to round two of the IOM 

DTM which covered 149 spontaneous sites. In 36, or 25% of the assessed sites, no toilets were available on 

site to the almost 11,000 people residing in these sites. However, anecdotal information indicates that 

households use toilets of adjacent houses. In 33 sites, or around 20% of assessed sites, no waste disposal 

method was documented. Access to potable water is of concern as well. In 45% of sites, the nearest access 

to a water site is more than 20 minutes (IOM 14/06/2015).                                                

 

Trend over time: No information 

 

Priority geographic areas 

The WASH cluster, in cooperation with the district 

government, is in the process of classifying VDCs 

according to priority. This prioritisation is based on 

assessment results and expert judgment and is intended 

to provide priorities within districts, not between. 123 

VDCs of the 241 VDCs considered were identified as a 

first priority.  For those residing in settlement sites, 

standards are particularly low in spontaneous sites in 

Gorkha, Kathmandu, Bhaktapur, and Nuwakot. 

 

Priority needs  

 Access to safe water and sanitation for all those 

affected by the earthquake, particularly for those 

residing in settlements is a priority need.  

 To reduce likelihood of outbreaks of communicable 

diseases, safe water and safe household water 

storage, safe excreta management and hand washing 

with soap are most effective to reduce risk and remain 

key interventions for communities and agencies 

supporting them (WASH Cluster 23/06/2015). 

WASH prioritisation of VDCs 
(classification is ongoing) 

Source: WASH Cluster 06/2015 

http://www.npc.gov.np/web/new/uploadedFiles/allFiles/PDNA-excutiveSummary.pdf
http://www.npc.gov.np/web/new/uploadedFiles/allFiles/PDNA-excutiveSummary.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/reach_npl_factsheet_districts1-8_shelterassessment_may2015_0.pdf
http://www.npc.gov.np/web/new/uploadedFiles/allFiles/PDNA-excutiveSummary.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20150623_wash_cluster_brief_0.pdf
http://unicef.org.np/media-centre/reports-and-publications/2015/01/14/nmics-2014-key-findings-report-and-presentation
http://reliefweb.int/report/nepal/nepal-earthquake-2015-post-disaster-needs-assessment-executive-summary
https://data.hdx.rwlabs.org/dataset/io
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20150623_wash_cluster_brief_0.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/nepal/water-sanitation-hygiene


HEALTH  
 

Assessment findings 

In recent decades, Nepal has made significant progress in the health sector (PDNA 10/06/2015); however, 

due to the earthquake, over 1,200 health facilities have been damaged or destroyed, affecting the functionality 

and capacity of the health system to respond to the impacts of the disaster (PDNA 10/06/2015). Due to the 

widespread destruction of homes and WASH facilities and the onset of the monsoon, there is an increased 

risk for outbreaks, particularly respiratory illnesses, watery and bloody diarrhea, and fever (PDNA 10/06/2015).   

As of 28 June, 8,844 people were killed and 22,307 injured in the earthquake (NEOC 28/06/2015). As a result 

of the earthquake, there is a significant need for rehabilitation services to address medium and long-term 

disabilities, as well as trauma and psycho-social support (WHO 03/05/2015).  A total of 462 health facilities, 

the vast majority of which were public, were completely destroyed, while 765 were partially damaged. Of the 

destroyed facilities, 84% are in the 14 most affected districts. (PDNA 10/06/2015). The high level of 

destruction is expected to affect basic services, including maternal and child health services and ongoing 

treatment of those affected by TB and HIV (PDNA 10/06/2015, Health Cluster 12/05/2015). However, over 

90% of damaged health facilities in the affected districts have reportedly resumed providing essential health 

services (WHO District Health Coordinator 06/2015). 

 

Trends over time 

The Ministry of Health’s Epidemiology and Disease Control Division is operating and strengthening a post-

earthquake surveillance system to detect potential outbreaks in both public and private hospitals and primary 

health care centres in the 14 priority district. The surveillance system shows that most reported syndromes, 

including diarrhea cases, influenza-like illnesses and fevers (including those with jaundice or rash) peaked 

around mid-June. There were eight acute watery diarrhea cases that were confirmed negative for cholera by 

National Public Health Laboratory (NPHL), five of which originated in Kavre district in June (EDCD 

26/06/2015).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Priority geographic areas Gorkha, 

Sindhupalchok and Nuwakot 

experienced the highest number of 

destroyed health facilities (PDNA 

10/06/2015).  

 
Priority needs 

Strengthening mental health, 

rehabilitation and reproductive 

health services are the key priorities 

for health actors.  

Source: PDNA 10/06/2015, map adapted from Health 

Cluster 

 

Number of health facilities damaged or destroyed in earthquake affected areas 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/assessments/150610_pdna_report_health_and_population.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/assessments/150610_pdna_report_health_and_population.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/assessments/150610_pdna_report_health_and_population.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WHO%20SITREP%208%20%20-%203%20May%20%202015.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/assessments/150610_pdna_report_health_and_population.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/assessments/150610_pdna_report_health_and_population.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/health_cluster_bulletin_12_may_2015.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/assessments/150610_pdna_report_health_and_population.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/assessments/150610_pdna_report_health_and_population.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/nepal/report-post-disaster-needs-assessment-and-recovery-plan-health-and-population-sector/
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 NUTRITION 

 

Assessment findings 

Undernutrition has been a longstanding problem in Nepal. The country ranks 10th globally in terms of the 

highest prevalence of malnutrition, with 13.5% Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) among children under five in 

2011 (DHS 2011, WB 2014). Although the number of stunted children declined from 57% in 2001 to 41% in 

2011, it is still high, above the 30% target set by the Millennium Development Goals (UNDP 2013). Changes 

in infant and young child feeding, the destruction of health facilities, and a deterioration in access to income 

generating opportunities are all direct consequences of the earthquake which are likely to have led to an 

increase in malnutrition. However, apart from localised assessment information (Save the Children 

02/05/2015, Save the Children 13/05/2015, World Vision 05/15/2015, Save the Children 09/05/2015, UN 

Women 05/06/2015) there is no comprehensive assessment data available on the impact of the earthquakes 

on the nutrition situation. Experiences from other countries shows that disasters have a long term impact on 

the nutritional status of children in affected households.  Shocks such as earthquakes alter households’ 

expenditure patterns, as families are forced to divert resources from longer term investments such as 

education and preventive health care to rebuilding damaged shelter and replacing lost assets (Datar et al 

2012, Iza 2010). 

 

Trend over time: No information 

 

Priority geographic areas 

There are significant disparities in nutrition indicators across the country, with children in mountains and rural 

areas significantly more likely to be malnourished (UNDP 2013). In the areas affected by the earthquake, 

GAM rates were above the national average in 10 out of the 14 most affected districts, at 15% compared to 

13.5% nationally. 

 

 

 

  

 

Priority needs  

Actors working on nutrition in Nepal have identified the following priority needs: 

 Mothers of children under 2 years of age are in need of support to breastfeeding practices. 

 Young children at risk of malnutrition require access to a proper diet.  An estimated 10,000 children will 

suffer from severe acute malnutrition in the coming months and require specialised nutrition interventions. 

This estimate is based on a combination of pre-crisis nutrition indicators, combined with demographic data 

from the earthquake-affected areas 

 Community screening to identify children with severe acute malnutrition (UNICEF 25/05/2015, Flash 

Appeal 02/06/2015, Nutrition Cluster 06/2015). 

Pre-earthquakes Global Acute Malnutrition Rates in earthquake affected areas (2011) 

Source: DHS 2011 

GAM rates 

http://dhsprogram.com/pubs/pdf/FR257/FR257%5B13April2012%5D.pdf
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SH.STA.MALN.ZS/countries?order=wbapi_data_value_2013%20wbapi_data_value&sort=asc&display=default
http://www.np.undp.org/content/dam/nepal/docs/reports/millennium%20development%20goals/UNDP_NP_MDG_Report_2013.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/nepal/assessment/150502save-childrennepal-earthquake-assessment-reportgorkha
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/nepal/assessment/150502save-childrennepal-earthquake-assessment-reportgorkha
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/assessments/150513_save_the_children_nepal_earthquake_assessment_report_5_dolakha_sindhuli_dhading_kavre.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/nepal/assessment/150505world-visionnepal-earthquakerapid-assessment-report6-districts
http://www.savethechildren.org/site/c.8rKLIXMGIpI4E/b.6150545/k.B8DE/Nepal.htm
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/nepal/assessment/150605un-womengender-equality-reportdocx
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/nepal/assessment/150605un-womengender-equality-reportdocx
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3544338/
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3544338/
http://ftp.iza.org/dp5164.pdf
http://www.np.undp.org/content/dam/nepal/docs/reports/millennium%20development%20goals/UNDP_NP_MDG_Report_2013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/nepal/nepal-earthquakes-one-month-first-quake-malnutrition-growing-threat-children-unicef
http://reliefweb.int/report/nepal/nepal-flash-appeal-revision-nepal-earthquake-april-september-2015
http://reliefweb.int/report/nepal/nepal-flash-appeal-revision-nepal-earthquake-april-september-2015
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/system/files/documents/files/20150623_nutrition_cluster_brief_0.pdf
http://dhsprogram.com/pubs/pdf/FR257/FR257%5B13April2012%5D.pdf


PROTECTION 
 

Assessment findings: 

Gathering detailed and comprehensive data on protection issues is a challenge due to both sensitivity of 

issues and remoteness of many vulnerable communities. There are concerns that historically marginalised 

communities, such as Dalits, may have limited access to relief. A rapid assessment in 37 villages within 10 

affected districts found that 60% of Dalits interviewed felt there was willful negligence by the government due 

to caste discrimination (ADRF 2015). Dalits are not represented in any District Disaster Risk Reduction 

Committees in the 14 most affected districts, leading to greater neglect of this group in terms of evacuation 

and relief services (ADRF 2015). There are anecdotal concerns about access to relief by ethnic minorities and 

vulnerable groups such as elderly, differently abled, women, and politically marginalised groups. 

According to IOM’s DTM, there are site 

management committees in 23.3% of 

spontaneous settlement sites and collective 

centres, approximately half of which have less 

than 25% participation of women. Out of 146 

sites assessed by IOM, only 22.8% have 

separate toilets for males and females and 51% 

have toilets with locks, which may increase risk 

of gender-based violence (GBV). Separate 

male and female bathing areas are present in 

only 9% of assessed sites, and 13% have 

adequate lighting in most communal points 

such as WASH facilities. There are no child-

friendly spaces in 76% of the sites, and no 

women-friendly spaces in 83.6%. In 75.3% of the sites, there is no reporting or referral mechanism for GBV 

survivors. In 39% of sites, the majority of people do not have identification documents (IOM 15/06/2015).  

 

Priority geographic areas:  

Areas that are remote and hard-to-reach are areas with a high proportion of marginalised caste and ethnic 

groups. The remote northern areas of Sindhupalchok, Dhading, Gorkha, and Dolakha districts have a high 

proportion of marginalised groups3, as do Makawanpur and Ramechhap. 

 

Trend over time:  No information.  

 

Priority needs:  

 VDC-specific information regarding protection needs to inform service provision. Strengthen data 

collection on risk and incidence of GBV via implementation of GBV IMS. Promoting common 

understanding by service providers and community of what GBV is. 

 Strengthen protection monitoring and referral systems, and provision of child- and women-friendly spaces 

in spontaneous settlement sites. 

 Mainstreaming of protection, gender, child protection and GBV throughout clusters, particularly in needs 

assessments.  

 Segregated sanitation facilities for men and women in displacement sites. Equitable distribution of relief 

for vulnerable groups, and monitoring of civil documentation issues that may impact relief access 

(Protection Cluster 30/06/2015). 

 
 
 
 
1.  The grey area is due to data for Rasuwa district not being available in digitised form 
2. “Marginalised” here includes both Indigenous ethnic groups (Adivasi Janajati) and caste groups such as Dalits. 

Source: CBS 2011 

% of Marginalised Groups 

 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/REPORT-OF-IMMEDIATE-ASSESSMENT-Relief-for-Dalits-in-NEPAL-2015.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/REPORT-OF-IMMEDIATE-ASSESSMENT-Relief-for-Dalits-in-NEPAL-2015.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1lxHkt8ICV2-YDz8RvZAuw_SxMt3P9z7ej7QNbCATkL0/edit#gid=1980122448
http://cbs.gov.np/?p=2017
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 Education 

 

Assessment findings 

Before the crisis, there were 1.6 million children enrolled in school in 14 of the most affected districts 

(Education Cluster 15/05/2015). The most comprehensive dataset available on the current needs is an 

ongoing preliminary damage assessment of community schools. This assessment includes an overview of 

damage to all public school buildings in 50 districts. The data indicates that over 40% of schools and 50% of 

classrooms have been affected. 36,000 classrooms have been destroyed while around 17,000 additional 

classrooms have been damaged. (Education Cluster 23/06/2015) A more detailed structural assessment of all 

public and private schools is ongoing, with teams of structural engineers, government representatives and 

enumerators assessing the safety of every school block in 14 districts. This is close to completion and 

analysis will be done in the first half of July.  Major damage to higher education facilities was reported as well 

including damage to the administrative buildings of three major universities – Tribhuvan University, 

Kathmandu University, and Nepal Sanskrit University. (PDNA 20/06/2015) Children that were able to return to 

school continue to face disruptions in education as most schools in the highly affected districts did not hold 

full‐day classes for at least one month after their opening on 31 May (PDNA 20/06/2015). In some hard-to-

reach areas, classes have yet to resume as either supplies or teachers have found it hard to access the 

areas.  

 

Priority geographic areas               Classrooms heavily damaged or destroyed  

Sindhupalchok is the most affected district in terms 

of damage to classrooms, both in relative (81% of 

all classrooms) and absolute numbers (over 4,000). 

An additional five districts recorded damage to over 

half of the classrooms – Nuwakot, Rasuwa, 

Dolakha, Gorkha and Dhading. Widespread 

damage to classrooms was also recorded outside 

of the 14 priority districts. In Solukhumbu for 

instance, 33% of classrooms were found damaged 

or destroyed. Please note that a significant number 

of schools in Kathmandu are private and therefore not captured within the DoE damage data. (DoE 06/2015). 

 

Trend over time  

Initial damage assessments after the 12 May earthquake identified around 25,000 destroyed classrooms in 

the most affected areas. By mid-June an additional 11,000 classrooms were identified as destroyed. This 

number is expected to increase as the assessment of public schools is ongoing and further damage due to 

heavy rain, landslides and aftershocks continue to weaken buildings.  

 

Reconstruction and repair of classrooms will be severely hampered due to the monsoon season. As a result, 

access to quality and safe education for the 1 million children now without a permanent classroom will depend 

on the ability of education actors to establish temporary learning centers (TLCs). Over 100,000 children aged 

three to 18 are currently accessing education through centres established by Cluster partners, while many 

more are accessing TLCs established by the government, communities themselves, the army and political 

parties. Education partners are in the process of establishing additional centres to meet the needs of a 

targeted 470,000 children (Education Cluster 15/05/2015, Education Cluster 23/06/2015).  

 

Priority needs 

Although schools have re-opened on 31 May, a large number of children have not returned while many 

children have returned to structures that are not likely to withstand the monsoon.  According to the DoE’s 

initial damage assessment, to ensure children are safe in school, a total of almost 8,000 TLCs need to be 

established. In addition, children are in need of psychosocial support to cope with the distress and disruption 

caused by the earthquakes. School materials lost inside rubble need to be replaced (UNICEF 31/05/2015). 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/npl_ed_cluster_dashboard_2015-05-15.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20150623_education_cluster_brief.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/nepal/nepal-earthquake-2015-post-disaster-needs-assessment-executive-summary
http://reliefweb.int/report/nepal/nepal-earthquake-2015-post-disaster-needs-assessment-executive-summary
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/nepal/document/education-cluster-3w-analysis-23-june-2015
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/npl_ed_cluster_dashboard_2015-05-15.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20150623_education_cluster_brief.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/nepal/nepal-earthquake-race-against-time-get-children-back-school


 

INFORMATION GAPS 

 
Although in-depth sectoral assessments have taken place or are ongoing for covering shelter, food security, 

WASH, protection, health and education, several information gaps concerning current humanitarian needs 

remain: 

 

  There is a need for more information on the levels of access of different population groups have to the     

  support provided, taking into account possible ethnic and caste-based discrimination. 

 

 There is no disaggregated data available on the number of children that have returned back to school   

 after education facilities opened on 31 May.  

 

There is limited focus on the impact of the earthquake on sources of income other than agriculture 

and livestock production. Before the earthquakes, remittances in Nepal accounted for over 20% of 

GDP with over half of households receiving remittances that account for 30% of total household 

income. It is unclear to what extent the earthquakes have impacted remittance flows and financial 

infrastructure (CBS 2011). There is insufficient market price monitoring and market surveillance to 

track if and how markets are recovering. Detailed information on the impact of the earthquakes on 

levels and conditions of debt is required to support early recovery interventions. 

 

  There is no information on the impact of the earthquakes on nutrition and feeding practices. 

 

 

Real-time data on displacement flows is required, particularly in light of the expected displacement 

during the monsoon season. Although the IOM DTM provides comprehensive data on all settlements 

hosting over 50 households, there is limited information available on the number and status of smaller 

scale sites. 

 

  There is no information available on the impact of the earthquakes on existing protection concerns,    

  particularly related to the adoption of negative related coping mechanisms such as child labour.  

 

 

Most assessments are one–off and there is limited insight on the evolution of needs over time. A system to 

monitor the needs will be particularly important during the monsoon season, when a part of the population will 

be able to continue to recover, while others will face a continuation of or increase in needs as a result of 

access barriers. 

 

Current assessments cover 24 districts, including 14 priority districts. However, geographic information gaps 

remain. Only 4% of VDCs were covered in Ramechhap district by mid-June and there is limited information 

available on the situation in affected areas in rural Kathmandu.  

 

 

 

 
The Assessment Unit welcomes all information that could complement this report. For more information, comments or questions please 

email nepalassessments@humanitarianresponse.info  
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http://cbs.gov.np/nada/index.php/catalog/37
mailto:nepalassessments@humanitarianresponse.info

