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Price Monitoring and Analysis Country Brief Pakistan
May-August 2011 (info for September are included to reflect the current flood crisis)

Key Messages
Prices of wheat and rice in Karachi and Lahore went up between May and September 2011. The high food prices contribute 
to deteriorating food security conditions.

More than 8.9 million people have been affected by the floods in Sindh and Balochistan. Floods have destroyed some 2.1 
million acres of crops in Sindh alone and caused death of large numbers of livestock.

Agencies report a localized severe food security situation with some 3 million people requiring emergency food assistance. 
High undernourishment level and a situation of alarming hunger are reported in the country.

Government is helped by International agencies to assist people affected by floods. WFP has provided food aid to 1.2 million 
people and aims at reaching 2.5 million people in the coming weeks.

Background
Total population in Pakistan was around 173 million with an annual growth rate of 1%. The proportion of undernourishment is estimated at 
25%.

Economic Indicators View Data

Total Population (millions) - 2010 (WB) 173.593

Population growth rate - 2010 (WB) 1%

GNI per capita, $ PPP - 2010 (WB) 2780

Population below 1$ PPP per day - 2005 (MDGI) 22%

Rural population - 2010 (WB) 63%

Agriculture, value added (% of GDP) - 2010 (WB) 21%

Prices

Prices in Karachi and Lahore markets showed a gradually 
increasing trend since April/May 2011. In Karachi, wheat prices 
were at 28 PKR/Kg in August/September 2011, some 6% 
higher than prices in May. An increase of 9% was registered 
for rice (irri) prices, 46 PKR/Kg in September. In Lahore wheat 
prices rose by 9% to 25.97 PKR/KG in September while rice 
prices surged by 19% and registered 52.92 PKR/Kg in 
September. In Karachi wheat price was some 3% below 
international price of wheat No2 Hard Red Winter and rice 
price was 5% above the price of rice Thai A1 Super in 
September. 

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Food Consumption

Undernourished Population - 2006/2008(FAO) 25%

Cereal share in total dietary energy consumption - 2007 (FAO) 47%

Meat share in total dietary energy consumption - 2007 (FAO) 3%

Health Indicators

Pop. with sustainable access to improved sanitation - 2008 (WHO) 45%

Life expectancy at birth (years) both sexes - 2009 (WHO) 63

Pop. with access to improved drinking water sources - 2008 (WHO) 90%

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged >= 15 years - 2009 (WHO) 0.1%

Food Security Situation Assessment
A WFP assessment confirms that some 3 million people are in 
need of food assistance in Sindh province. The food security 
situation is also very bad in the conflict-ridden Federally 
Administered Tribal Areas along the Pakistan-Afghan border, 
followed by Balochistan Province. GIEWS reports severe 
localized food insecurity. FAO hunger map reports high 
prevalence of undernourishment; IFPRI GHI describes the 
situation of hunger as alarming.
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Pakistan is not covered by FEWSNET. FEWSNET coverage is 
limited 14 African countries 1 Caribbean (Haiti) and 1 Central Asia 
(Afghanistan). Food security status is given for different parts of 
the country in each case.
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FAO Hunger Map classifies all countries of the world into five based on % of population 
undernourished.
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Pakistan

Vegetation Condition

At the middle of the summer season, normal to good conditions 
are observed throughout the country. The indicator of 
vegetation condition provided below is the absolute difference 
between the NDVI for August 2011 and the average of the last 
10 years on the agricultural zones derived from the 
GLOBCOVER 2005 database (ESA).

Source: JRC MARS – FoodSec

Crop phase in the reference period

Sowing Maize - Millet - Rice - Sorghum

Growing Maize - Millet - Rice - Sorghum

Harvesting Potatoes - Wheat (winter)

Natural Disasters, Drought and Conflicts

An estimated 8.9 million people in Sindh and Balochistan 
provinces have been affected by severe floods. The 
Government figures show that some 2.1 million acres of 
cropped area in Sindh alone were damaged, while some 5 
million animals were affected and nearly 1.5 million houses 
damaged or destroyed.

Refugees and IDPs 2008 2009 n.a.

Total in the country 1939700 4744098 n.a.

Total outside the country 194471 3040845 n.a.

Source: UNHCR Statistical Online Population Database, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Data extracted on 01/12/2010.

Disaster Type (last year) Date Location Alert

Earthquake 2011-04-25 North-west 
Frontier 
Province

1/3

Earthquake 2011-02-09 Northern 
Areas 

Province

1/3

Flood 2010-07-27 Rawalpindi 3/3

Source: Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System - 3 = 1000 or more people killed or 800000 
or more people displaced. 2 = 100 or more people killed or 80000 or more displaced.

Food Balance Sheet

The 2011/2012 crop production is forecasted at 38 mlnT, 10% 
above last year output; wheat production is estimated at some 
24 mlnT, representing 4% increase from 2010/11. Exports of 
rice and wheat for 2011/12 are forecasted at 3.7 mlnT, 10% 
above 2010/11 and 4% below average; imports are at 
236,000T, 21% below 2010/11 and 78% below average.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Government Policies

FAO is reaching nearly 20,000 households with emergency 
rations of animals’ fodder. WFP has provided food rations to 1.2 
mln people in Sindh province and it is planning to reach 2.5 mln 
people. The wheat procurement target was previously set at 6.5 
mlnT for 2011 in expectation of a bumper crop, with a minimum 
support price of Rs 950/40kg.

Consumer and market oriented 
measures

n.a.

Producer oriented measures Minimum support price

Trade policy measures n.a.

Safety net (increased or introduced) Food transfers; Livestock input support

Different sources

Current events to watch (Click to see the full report)

Finland will grant EUR 23.6 million in humanitarian aid
Evidence, monthly UNISDR newsletter: issue 01, October...
Kabul street children struggle to survive
United Nations marks 64 years of partnership with Paki...
Canada responds to Pakistan flood appeals

For more information, contact: Information-for-action@fao.org
Website: www.foodsec.org
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