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Key Messages
Cereal prices remained almost stable in the past few months mainly thanks to good food availability on the markets resulting 
from good harvests in the 2010.

Although food security is generally good, some 2.3 million people are classified as food insecure, with poor and vulnerable 
groups in southern regions most affected.

Civil insecurity is increasing due to the return of armed groups from Libya.

Government is supporting the population with subsidized sales of cereals and food distribution while supporting agriculture 
with investments in irrigation.

Background
Niger’s total population is 15.5 million with an annual growth rate of 3%. The population living below the poverty line of 1$ PPP per day is 
estimated to be 65% while 16% is reported to be undernourished. According to WHO, only 9% of the population has access to improved 
sanitation.

Economic Indicators View Data

Total Population (millions) - 2010 (WB) 15.511

Population growth rate - 2010 (WB) 3%

GNI per capita, $ PPP - 2010 (WB) 720

Population below 1$ PPP per day - 2005 (MDGI) 65%

Rural population - 2010 (WB) 83%

Agriculture, value added (% of GDP) - 2003 (WB) 39%

Prices

In Niamey, imported rice prices declined by 11% from May and 
stabilized in recent months (40000). Sorghum prices remained 
at 17000 CFA Franck/100kg during May-August period. Millet 
prices went down by 18% since April and were at 18000 CFA 
Franck/100kg in August. In Zinder, local millet prices, after a 
sharp rise (13%) between April and May, fell by 17% and were 
at 16000 CFA Franck/100kg in August. Differently prices of 
millet in Tillaberi deficit area went up by 21% (April-May) and 
remained high through August (20500). Imported rice price in 
Niamey was 86% higher than price of Rice Thai A1 Super in 
August.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Food Consumption

Undernourished Population - 2006/2008(FAO) 16%

Cereal share in total dietary energy consumption - 2007 (FAO) 60%

Meat share in total dietary energy consumption - 2007 (FAO) 5%

Health Indicators

Pop. with sustainable access to improved sanitation - 2008 (WHO) 9%

Life expectancy at birth (years) both sexes - 2009 (WHO) 57

Pop. with access to improved drinking water sources - 2008 (WHO) 48%

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged >= 15 years - 2009 (WHO) 0.8%

Food Security Situation Assessment
A recent assessment put the number of food insecure 
population at around 2.3 million. However, the food security 
situation is generally good thanks to satisfactory food 
availability on markets. Vulnerable people were able to access 
food thanks to government subsidies on millet and sorghum. 
Free food distributions in food insecure departments of 
Ouallam, Téra, and Tillabery are improving access to food of 
poor and vulnerable households. Nevertheless GIEWS 
estimated exceptional shortfall in food supply, with the most 
affected areas being Tanout and Gouré. FAO Hunger map 
reports moderately high level of hunger and IFPRI depicts 
alarming hunger.
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The return of regular rainfall since the end of July/beginning of 
August led to a normalization of crop development. As of 
September, the majority of crops are concluding the vegetative 
cycle. ...more
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Vegetation Condition

At the middle of the rainy season, normal to good vegetation 
conditions are observed throughout the country except for the 
provinces of Zinder and Tillaberi (South-East of Ouallam) where 
a rainfall deficit in June affected the vegetation development. 
The general indicator of vegetation condition provided below is 
the absolute difference between the NDVI for August 2011 and 
the average of the last 10 years, calculated on the agricultural 
zones derived from the CUI and LULC datasets (USGS, 1988 & 
2000).

Source: JRC MARS – FoodSec

Crop phase in the reference period

Sowing Cowpea - Groundnut - Maize - Millet - Rainfed rice - Sorghum

Growing Cowpea - Groundnut - Maize - Millet - Sorghum

Harvesting Rainfed rice

Natural Disasters, Drought and Conflicts

The massive return of refugees from Libya and Côte d’Ivoire is 
deteriorating security conditions as well as disrupting the flow of 
remittances, important source of income for families. Dry 
conditions in Tillabery region, coupled with civil insecurity have 
exacerbated food insecurity.

Refugees and IDPs 2008 2009 n.a.

Total in the country 344 357 n.a.

Total outside the country 1067 1102 n.a.

Source: UNHCR Statistical Online Population Database, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Data extracted on 01/12/2010.

Disaster Type (last year) Date Location Alert

Flood 2010-08-01 Tillaberi 1/3

Flood 2009-09-21 Agadez 1/3

No Earthquakes - - -

Source: Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System - 3 = 1000 or more people killed or 800000 
or more people displaced. 2 = 100 or more people killed or 80000 or more displaced.

Food Balance Sheet

Cereal output for 2011 is forecasted at 4.9 mln tonnes, some 8
% below production in 2010 (5.6 mln Tonnes) which was some 
50% above 2009 output. Import requirements for 2010/11 
marketing year (November/October) were at 377,000 tonnes, 23
% below  those in 2010 (491,000 tonnes).

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Government Policies

Up to the end of August the Government has subsidized 30,000 
MT sales of food and, targeted distributions of 21,000 MT of 
free food aid. The government is also supporting agricultural 
production with the launch of a 10 billion CFA francs irrigation 
programme to grow at least 1 million tonnes of additional food.

Consumer and market oriented 
measures

Susidised food sales

Producer oriented measures Irrigation

Trade policy measures n.a.

Safety net (increased or introduced) Food transfers

Different sources

Current events to watch (Click to see the full report)

Food Security Outlook Update - September 2011
ECOWAS pledges to address child rights challenges in W...
Sahel and West Africa Food Security Outlook Update - S...
Humanitarian Emergency Response to the Libyan Crisis: ...
Niger warns of looming food crisis

For more information, contact: Information-for-action@fao.org
Website: www.foodsec.org
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