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This report is produced by OCHA Turkey and Syria in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued on 
10 June. It covers the period from31 May to 10 June.  

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS 

 Rapid ISIL advancement since May 31 has resulted in the takeover of Souran city and other areas in 

northern Aleppo governorate 

 Conflict in Aleppo city remained intense, including aerial bombardment and shelling, resulting in the 

deaths of at least 247 civilians, including 46 children, killed in both GoS and NSAG controlled 

neighborhoods during May alone 

 Since April 1 there have been 11 attacks on hospitals and other health facilities in Aleppo 

governorate with unconfirmed reports of another on June 8 

 More than 7,500 people have fled the fighting in northern Aleppo, mostly to camps along the border 

and areas further west and southwest in Aleppo and Idleb governorates 
 In the absence of a clear overview of needs NGOs have been responding to new displacement in all 

sectors 

 

II. Situation Overview 

 

Since May 31, ISIL have made advances in northern Aleppo, from the eastern Aleppo frontlines 

into a number of NSAG-held towns and villages, most significantly taking over Souran, 

approximately 10 km from the Bab al-Salam border. ISIL forces further mobilized south towards 

Mare’a, west towards Azaz, and north towards the Shimareen area, although since June 3 ISIL 

advancements past Souran town have stalled.  

 

The intensification of fighting in Aleppo city over the last two months has resulted in reports of 

many civilian casualties, widespread destruction of property and interruption to essential and 

commercial services. In the last few weeks, NSAGs have launched multi-pronged offensives around 

the inner frontlines of Aleppo city, particularly government-controlled residential neighbourhoods, 

in which it is reported that at least 127 civilians have been killed, including 46 children, as well as 

many more injured and substantial damage to residential buildings and essential services. GoS 

reportedly intensified aerial bombardment in areas adjacent to fighting, most significantly in Tel 

Rifat and Mare’a. Unconfirmed reports by local partners also estimate 120 killed and 550 injured as 

a result of intensified aerial bombardment by GoS in NSAG-controlled areas of Aleppo city.  

 

Fighting has also escalated between NSAGs and ISIL near the Khanaser road, the only road 

connecting GoS-controlled areas in Aleppo city with those in central Syria. As a key supply route 

for the city, including for humanitarian supplies, and the only viable route currently in use to access 

GoS held areas in the rest of the country, closure even for short periods has an immediate negative 

impact on people in western Aleppo city. 

 

Attacks on civilian infrastructure, in particular health facilities, have been increasing and may 

constitute serious violations of the Geneva Conventions, international humanitarian law, and 

provisions in UN Security Council Resolution 2139 regarding indiscriminate attacks and medical 

neutrality. Since 1 April 2015, there have been 11 attacks on hospitals and other health facilities in 

Aleppo Governorate, with unconfirmed reports of another on June 8. For example, one facility that 

was severely damaged and is no longer functional had admitted 2,444 patients in March 2015 and 

performed over 300 trauma surgeries.  
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There are fears that the Bab al-Salam border crossing with Turkey may be closed if ISIL advances 

as far as Azaz city or takes it over. The crossing is the most important border point for the shipment 

of cross-border assistance from Turkey into Syria, accounting for more than 60% of total shipments. 

If closed, supplies to Aleppo City and the governorate would need to be redirected through the Bab 

al-Hawa crossing further west, which is already operating at more than 90% of its capacity on most 

days. Contingency planning is underway by all humanitarian actors to address the implications of 

the potential closure of Bab al-Salam in terms of shifting supply lines and access routes, as well as 

to enhance preparedness and response measures in Aleppo governorate. 
 

III. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

 

1. Population Movements 

The CCCM Cluster has begun tracking displacement to form the basis for humanitarian response 

for the other clusters. As of June 10 they had tracked 7,677 IDPs newly displaced due to the 

fighting in northern Aleppo governorate, including Azaz and Jebel Saman districts. These IDPs are 

in over 50 locations, and many continue moving due to the fighting. Initial reporting stated that 

IDPs had fled  Souran, Mare’a and surrounding areas to Azaz city, the Bab al Salam camp, and 

camps close to Shimareen town on the border with Turkey, as well as from Azaz, Tel Rifat and 

Mare’a south towards the west Aleppo countryside and Idleb countryside. Some families reportedly 

were also allowed to leave via the Afrin canton to the west but estimates on how many have been 

inconsistent so far. The CCCM Cluster originally estimated that the border camps could 

accommodate up to an additional 6,000 IDPs, although many IDPs are not staying in camps.  

 

Conflict in Aleppo city is estimated to have displaced some 15,000 people from GoS-controlled 

areas in recent weeks. The majority of these are expected to stay in Aleppo governorate, with 

smaller numbers to Lattakia, Tartous, and Lebanon. There are also unconfirmed reports that some 

Christian families have left the city in the last week to Homs, Damascus, and Beirut. New 

displacement from NSAG-controlled areas of Aleppo city is not yet quantified.  
 
2. Humanitarian Needs and Response 

Aleppo (pop. est. 4.8 million) is the governorate with the highest number of people in need, 2.5 

million, and hosts the highest number of displaced people, estimated at 1.7 million. Some 812,000 

people (out of an estimated 1.7 million) are in need of assistance in Aleppo city alone. Response is 

ongoing, with partners especially in Aleppo city focused on negotiations to increase access and 

scaling up pre-positioning of stocks in case of further deterioration of the humanitarian situation, 

and sustaining the ongoing large scale response.  

 

While the scale of needs in response to the new developments in NSAG-controlled areas of the 

governorate are not yet clear, humanitarian partners have started responding to humanitarian needs 

in many areas. In camps along the border 370 tents have been distributed, with another 2,400 in the 

pipeline or on standby. NGOs have provided NFIs and blankets in Bab al-Salam, Bab al-Nour, and 

Soujju but gaps have been noted. More than 3,000 NFI kits are being procured urgently by one 

agency, which should be available later this week, and another 2,000 are ready now in an 

emergency stockpile. At least 1,000 hygiene kits are available in the area as well. Hot meals are 

being provided in Bab al-Salam and food assistance is being provided in other areas as well, such 

one agency which provided food for 200 households in Azaz on June 2 and both food and NFIs for 

a further 150 families on June 3. Health partners have been re-supplying hospitals and mobile 

clinics in the area, including Azaz, amid reports that facilities in areas now under ISIL control have 

been looted. On May 30 and 31 ten civilians with serious injuries were transferred into Turkey for 

treatment. Health partners are also supporting IDPs in Shammarin with mobile clinics while other 

settlements have existing health facilities such as Bab al-Nour. Health facilities have reportedly 
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been evacuated in Souran. Another partner is working with local authorities to set up rapid response 

teams. From two offices they hope to coordinate data and assessments and cover basic temporary 

needs such as shelter, NFIs, and food for up to 300 families. Staff are currently being trained. 

Overall, partners working with IDPs in camps estimate that current needs can be met, but that 

resources will be strained if  the influx continues. Response outside of camps has largely been ad 

hoc. In Aleppo city, reportedly schools on both sides of the city were temporarily suspended as a 

result of the fighting, shelling, barrel bombing and air raids. 

 

Humanitarian actors remain unable to access an estimated 26,500 people living GoS controlled and 

besieged towns Nabul and Zahraa. UN agencies provided multi-sector assistance sufficient for 

15,000 people on one occasion, 8 May 2014, throughout all of 2014 and 2015. 

 

The clusters are working on a response plan for any further urgent humanitarian needs in the area. 

Using a variety of potential scenarios, the clusters are assessing their capacity to respond in terms of 

partner coverage, stocks, and coordination. One major concern is that if conflict worsens needs may 

increase significantly while access may decrease.  
 
 


