
 

Facts & Figures 
 

Number of 
beneficiaries in 2012: 
over 1.8 million 

 

Estimated number of 
registered Afghan 
refugees living in Iran 
and Pakistan: 2.7 
million (UNHCR) 

 

Estimated number of 
people internally 
displaced: 535,000 
(UNHCR) 

 
Total EU humanitarian 
aid to Afghanistan in 
2013: €30 million 

 
Total EU humanitarian 
aid to Afghanistan in 
2012: €30 million 
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Afghan children – the first to suffer from this protracted crisis – Pierre Prakash/ECHO 
 

 
 

• The provision of protection, shelter and livelihood opportunities to 
displaced people and the most vulnerable returning refugees must be 
sustained.  

• It is vital to advocate for safe access to people in need so that 
humanitarian workers can deliver assistance in a context of insecurity 
which has made several parts of the country inaccessible for humanitarian 
organizations. 

• The resilience of Afghans to recurrent natural hazards must be increased. 
 

 
 
Background and Situation in Country 
 
The level of insecurity linked to the over three-decade-old conflict in 
Afghanistan continues to increase as fighting continues between 
government forces and armed opposition groups. The planned withdrawal 
of the international forces by 2014 may lead to a further deterioration in 
the security situation. Civilians will inevitably bear the brunt of these 
heightened confrontations. 
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Major needs and related problems 
 
The UN refugee agency (UNHCR) estimates that over 535,000 people remain displaced within the 
country. However there could be many more as accurate data is missing due to the lack of access to 
some provinces. There is therefore an urgent need to improve data gathering as well as analysis. 
 
Devastated by the long-drawn conflict, inhabitants of affected provinces need humanitarian 
assistance and protection from violence. Basic services like healthcare, drinking water and shelter are 
urgently needed in many areas, and approximately one-third of the food-insecure population requires 
livelihood assistance.  
 
Some 5.7 million Afghan refugees, who have returned to Afghanistan since 2002, must also be 
supported. A further 2.7 million Afghans are still living as refugees in neighbouring Iran and Pakistan.  
 
Moreover, frequent droughts and regular environmental hazards including floods, landslides and 
earthquakes further wears down the resilience of millions of Afghans. The United Nations estimates 
that almost 250,000 people are affected by natural disasters every year in different parts of the 
country.  
 
 

 

The European Commission's Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection department (ECHO) is one of the few 
humanitarian donors consistently supporting projects in Afghanistan since 1994. It has allocated funds 
strictly on the basis of the humanitarian principles of independence, impartiality and neutrality. In the 
last decade, the Commission has provided more than €584 million to meet the basic needs of the 
Afghan population.  
 
For 2013, the European Commission allocated €30 million worth of humanitarian aid for assistance to 
conflict and disaster-affected communities in Afghanistan, including support to those returning from 
Pakistan and, to a lesser degree, Iran. Projects funded by the European Commission help provide life-
saving emergency medical care, food assistance, protection, shelter, water and sanitation, hygiene 
promotion, and livelihood support to people affected by conflict and natural disasters.  
 
Emergency Response Mechanisms 
 
Some ECHO partners are being supported for their rapid emergency needs assessment and response 
capacities, in order to channel assistance quickly when a natural disaster hits or when there is an influx 
of conflict-induced IDPs. This is done in close cooperation with existing UNOCHA coordination 
mechanisms. 
 
Assistance to Returning Refugees 
 
The most vulnerable returning refugees and displaced people require assistance in terms of immediate 
humanitarian needs, protection, access to secure housing, and livelihood opportunities. ECHO also 
provides care and maintenance support to vulnerable Afghan refugees in Iran and Pakistan.  
 
Kabul Informal Settlements  
 
An estimated 35,000 people live in informal settlements in and around Kabul. Many among them are 
returnees from Pakistan and internally displaced people, while others have come to the settlements for 
various reasons including security concerns, economic hardship and lack of access to basic services. 

The European Union's Humanitarian Response 
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Families live in makeshift shelters and have little access to water, food, and healthcare. The harsh 
winters make life even more miserable for the settlers.  
 
Through its partners, the European Commission provides psycho-social support, healthcare, nutrition 
and helps improve sanitation in these settlements. ECHO is also involved in advocacy efforts with local 
authorities to provide long term solutions to the crisis.  
 
Disaster Risk Reduction 
 
ECHO has provided over €1,2 million to be used in 2013-2014 to reduce the risks arising from natural 
disasters. Funded projects are often implemented by the communities themselves and include, among 
other things, setting up of local early warning systems, building adapted infrastructure and contingency 
planning. Overall, ECHO has contributed € 3.65 million since 2007 to this end. 
 
The European Commission also facilitates the coordination of aid as well as the provision of safety 
support to humanitarian organisations, and finances flight services which help partners and other 
humanitarian agencies gain access to people living in remote regions of Afghanistan. 
 
ECHO will also continue to advocate for the respect of international humanitarian law and humanitarian 
principles by all parties to the conflict. It does so to safeguard the independent space required to access 
people in desperate need of assistance. 
 


