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9.3 million
people in need

CONSOLIDATED HUMANITARIAN FUNDING 2017

Conflict displacement has continued into 2017 with 73,800 new IDPs in the first quarter. While this represents a 38 percent reduction compared to 
those displaced by fighting in the same period in 2016, a rising insurgency and increased insecurity are exacerbating existing humanitarian needs 
while simultaneously generating new ones. The number of IDPs located in hard-to-reach areas now constitutes 23 percent (15,730) of the newly-
displaced caseload while more than 50 percent of those displaced are reported to be children who face particular risk of abuse and exploitation. 
During the first three months of the year, 2,181 civilian casualties (715 dead and 1,466 injured) were also recorded.  While the closure of the Torkham 
and Spin Boldak borders for a month between February and March stemmed the flow of returnee populations, some 17,970 undocumented Afghans 
arrived in the first quarter adding to the pressure on existing services and resources in hosting communities. Small-scale natural disasters, including 
a series of avalanches in Nuristan province in February, also affected 30,720 leaving many individuals in need of emergency food, shelter and 
medical support.
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1 in 4 U5 children 31% of 95 high conflict districts
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Overburdened public services, the large numbers of war wounded and limited health services in hard 
to reach areas remain the primary drivers of need.

9%

402,0002,505,000
people reached

3.2 million people in need
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6.3 million people in need
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STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES

Newly displaced caseloads, prolonged IDPs, undocumented returnees and natural disaster affected 
populations all exhibit high food needs. 

Needs Response

Providing emergency shelter and NFIs to conflict IDPs, natural disaster affected populations and  
undocumented returnees is the main priority.
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16%

Needs

EMERGENCY SHELTER & NFIs

Immediate humanitarian needs of shock affected populations are met

Lives are saved by ensuring access to emergency shealth and protective services and through advocacy for respect for 
International Humanitarian Law

The impact of shock induced acute vulnerability is mitigated in the medium term

Humanitarain conditions in hard-to-access areas of Afghansitan are improved

reached / target

24k

25k

117,000

Increasing IDP figures and continuing influxes of returnees, 
both of whom are exposed to secondary displacement, 
combined with the slow and uncertain process of land 
distribution, has meant that the need for ES-NFI assistance, 
particularly cash for rent support, remains significant. 

Assistance provided improved the living conditions of 
affected populations. Winter kits, including warm clothes, 
blankets and winterised tents, protected against the elements, 
while the provision of temporary shelter provided dignity and 
privacy and mitigated protection risks.

1,252,000
people targeted

people targeted

HEALTH

Last updated: 31 Mar 2017

Last updated: 31 Mar 2017

The food security situation of populations living in informal 
settlements is particularly worrisome with almost all deploying 
negative coping mechanisms and a significant proportion in 
need of food assistance. A harsh winter also impacted 
livestock farmers following the deaths of 192,856 livestock.

Emergency food assistance was prioritised for IDPs and 
returnees as well as natural disaster caseloads. Significant 
funding constraints impacted the ability to meet the needs of 
the severely food insecure, particularly prolonged IDPs. Cash 
was increasingly used in areas where local markets are 
functioning.

Significant population movements has added to the pressure 
on basic service provision and infrastructure in urban centres, 
while continued conflict means that trauma care remains in 
constant demand. Returnee influxes have also heightened the 
likelihood of preventable disease outbreaks.

High risk conflict-affected districts were supported with first 
aid and specialised trauma care services and emergency 
primary health care. Female populations in white areas were 
supported with ante and post natal health care, while districts 
with low coverage measles vaccination were tended to.

For more information, contact: kowdonko@unhcr.org

For more information, contact: abdul.majid@fao.org

For more information, contact: laidavid@who.int Last updated: 31 Mar 2017
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Needs Response

2,550,000

21%
reached / target

3.7 million people in need

people reachedpeople targeted

REFUGEE & RETURNEE RESPONSE PLAN*

1.6 million people in need

people targeted

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE

people reached

Needs Response

The continued influx of undocumented returnees, which in the first three months of the year, 
represented a 20 per cent increase on the same period in 2016

*Includes cluster response to refugees and returnees
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IDPs, returnees (registered and undocumented), natural disaster affected caseloads and host 
communities continued to require emergency WASH services.

Needs Response
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male

In addition to post-arrival assistance - including NFIs, food 
rations, medical and nutrition services - provided to 
undocumented returnees at the border,  long-term and 
sustainable solutions related to land allocation, the issuance 
of civil documentation and adequate access to jobs and 
housing are required. Pakistani refugees in Khost and Paktika 
received multi-sector assistance to support ongoing needs.
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NUTRITION

4.3 million people in need
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Shoring up the supply chain of specialised nutritious foods to children under 5 and PLW is of primary 
concern.

Needs Response

people reachedpeople targeted

102k

A rising insurgency and contraction in humanitarian space has weakened the protection of civilians, 
while mass returns have reignited land disputes among IDPs, returnees and host communities.

PROTECTION
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The nutrition situation remains concerning with 1.3 million 
children under five malnourished countrywide. Ongoing 
conflict combined with the returnee influx has also 
exacerbated underlying conditions causing malnutrition. 

Acutely malnourished children and PLW were treated in 
priority areas, while vitamin A supplementation, BSFP and 
deworming tablets were also provided to undocumented 
returnee children. 121 health care providers were trained on 
nutrition in emergencies while two SMART surveys, one multi-
sector assessment and one SQUEAC was conducted in 
Farah, Samangan, Kandahar and Hilmand provinces.

Displaced populations are subject to multiple protection 
concerns including physical, emotional and sexual abuse and 
psycho-social trauma. Access to education and health also 
continues to be affected with schools and hospitals being 
occupied by all parties to the conflict.

The cluster increased geographical coverage, engagement 
with partners, and analysis of protection capacity, training and 
service mapping and referral initiatives Mazar, Herat, Kunduz, 
Jalalabad, Kandahar and Kabul. Targeted protective services 
were provided to displaced (both internal and cross-border) 
caseloads, along with MRE both at the border and in areas of 
settlement.

More than 320,500 IDPs and host communities were 
assessed as needing WASH assistance in addition to 
undocumented returnees and natural disasters. WASH 
facilities in health facilities is also a major concern with one in 
4 across 120 in the Southern and Eastern region lacking safe 
water sources.

Timely access to safe drinking water, sanitation facilities and 
water and soap for handwashing was provided to all 
caseloads. The increasing tendency returnee populations to 
intersperse in host communities has made identifying their 
needs challenging and increased the onus on development 
partners to address gaps in service provision.

Returnee populations  exhibit the need for both emergency 
assistance as well as medium-term reintegration support. 
Refugees from Pakistan continue to be hosted in camps and 
neighbouring villages where they are provided with a range of 
humanitarian services including food, nutrition and education.

For more information, contact: mfaisal@unicef.org Last updated: 31 Mar 2017

For more information, contact: coutin@unhcr.org Last updated: 31 Mar 2017

For more information, contact: rbhusal@unicef.org Last updated: 31 Mar 2017

For more information, contact: patel@unhcr.org Last updated: 31 Mar 2017
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