
Ebola Situation Update – 25 November- 1 December 

For more information on the Ebola crisis in West Africa, visit the ACAPS Ebola Needs Analysis Project 

page. 

Regional Outbreak 

 Reported Cases: As of 28 November, the total cumulative number of reported cases across the region had reached 
16,899, including 5,987 deaths (WHO, 01/12/2014). 

 Projection: FEWS NET has updated its planning figure to 40,000 to 100,000 cumulative Ebola cases in Guinea, 
Liberia, and Sierra Leone by late January 2015 (FEWSNET, 27/11/2014). 

 Food security: Rural areas have been more affected than urban areas (WFP, 27/11/2014). Very poor households 
are expected to face at least Stressed food insecurity level, IPC Phase 2, until September 2015. Crisis food 
insecurity level, IPC Phase 3, may be reached in June 2015 (FEWSNET, 27/11/2014). 

 Food production: The main rice harvest is still ongoing throughout the region. Crop production levels are generally 
reported to be average (FEWSNET, 27/11/2014). 

 Mali: Eight cases, including six facilities, have been reported in Mali (WHO, 26/11/2014). 

 Response: On 27 November, Germany introduced a special aircraft to evacuate Ebola patients (international media, 

27/11/2014). 

Guinea 

 Number of cases:  As of 28 November, 2,155 Ebola cases, including 1,312 deaths, have been reported in Guinea 
(WHO, 01/12/2014). 

 Spread of the disease: A total of 148 new confirmed cases were reported between 17 and 23 November, compared 
with 81 cases the week before. Macenta and Nzerekore districts each reported 26 and 29 new confirmed cases. 
Case incidence continues to decline in the outbreak’s epicentre Gueckedou, which only two new confirmed cases 
in the week and no more than three confirmed cases reported in any one of the past six weeks. Conakry only 
reported six new confirmed cases. Coyah, Dubreka, and Kindia districts reported an increase in the number of new 
cases compared with the previous two weeks. Dabola district reported its first confirmed case for three weeks (WHO, 

26/11/2014). Of a total of 34 districts in Guinea, 10 are yet to report a case of EVD. 

 Political tensions: The opposition demanded electoral reforms by 15 December, threatening countrywide protests 
otherwise. On 26 November, President Conde stated that protests will not be tolerated during the Ebola outbreak 
(International Crisis Group, 01/12/2014). 

 Resistance to the Ebola response: In Kourémalé, Siguiri prefecture, local community members refused to let 
health workers bury one body and threatened contact tracers (government, 22/11/2014; UNMEER; 25/11/2014). According 
to OHCHR, in Koropara subprefecture, Nzérékoré prefecture, people threatened to chase away the subprefect and 
health workers after three patients were transferred to Guéckédou’s Ebola treatment centre and died there. Families 
of the victims accused the local authorities of selling their relatives to the Red Cross. The Red Cross has suspended 
its operations in Koropara for security reasons (UNMEER, 25/11/2014). 

 Food security: In Conakry and Nzerekore, less expensive and less preferred foods are being used and portion 
sizes limited at mealtimes. A large proportion of households reported incurring debt to purchase food (WFP, 

27/11/2014). 

 Price: Prices for imported rice were generally stable and prices for local rice declined by less than 10% between 
September and October, as new supplies were brought to market (FEWSNET, 27/11/2014; WFP, 27/11/2014). 

 Protection: Almost 2,700 orphans and widows from Ebola are in need of psychosocial support (UNICEF, 24/11/2014). 

Liberia 

 Number of cases: As of 28 November, 7,635 Ebola cases, including 3,145 deaths, have been reported (WHO, 

01/12/2014). 
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 Spread of the disease: Reported incidence seems to have stabilised over the past five weeks, after declining from 
mid-September until mid-October. 67 confirmed cases were reported 16–23 November; of which Montserrado 
county reported 40. Other areas of transmission include Bong, Bomi, Grand Bassa, Grand Cape Mount and Margibi. 
Lofa, however, has experienced a consistent decline in new weekly cases, with no new reported cases for a fourth 
consecutive week (WHO, 26/11/2014). 

 Political context: On 28 November, a Supreme Court issued a Stay Order, instructing the NEC to cease all 
activities until the final decision on the senatorial elections is made public on 2 December (international media, 01/12/2014). 

 Resistance to the Ebola response: Community resistance to health workers and treatment remains high, 
particularly in Bomi, Grand Capemount and Grand Kru counties (UNMEER, 26/11/2014; 28/11/2014). 

 Access: In Grand Bassa county, canoes have been banned from crossing the Timbo River, cutting residents off 
from of neighbouring towns (international media, 25/11/2014). In Rivercess county, residents under quarantine since 21 
October are in need of food (international media, 25/11/2014). 

 Markets: In October, UNMEER reported that around 60% of markets outside Monrovia had closed or scaled down 
(UNMEER, 13/10/2014). However, in a FEWSNET survey in November, more than half of households reported that 
weekly and daily markets were open and operating normally. Most of the others indicated that markets were open 
and functioning at reduced levels. A little more than half of traders reported that they believed food availability in the 
zone that they worked was currently sufficient to meet the needs of local consumers (FEWSNET, 27/11/2014). 

 Price: In November, FEWSNET reported that imported rice prices were stable or had risen by less than 10% 
(FEWSNET, 27/11/2014). The price of local rice had dropped in production areas as new supplies are brought to market 
(WFP, 27/11/2014). 

 Nutrition: Between January and June, 2,300 children suffering from acute malnutrition have been admitted to 
treatment centres (ACF, 27/11/2014). 

Sierra Leone 

 Number of cases:  As of 28 November, 7,109 Ebola cases, including 1,530 deaths, have been reported in Sierra 
Leone (WHO, 01/12/2014). 

 Spread of the disease:  All districts of Sierra Leone have reported at least one probable or confirmed case since 
the start of the outbreak. EVD transmission remains intense and widespread, with the country reporting 385 new 
confirmed cases between 16 and 23 November, including 118 in Freetown. High transmission persists in Port Loko 
and the rural Western area, which reported 72 and 55 confirmed cases, respectively. Bombali reported 54 confirmed 
cases. Transmission persists in Bo, Kono, Moyamba, and Tonkolili. However, Kenema and Kailahun have continued 
to experience sharp declines in incidence. Kailahun reported two cases; the single case in Kenema was the first 
reported since 1 November. Bonthe was the only district not to report a case during the week (WHO, 26/11/2014). 

 Response: About 1,000 UK soldiers are on the ground (international media, 28/11/2014). 

 Social tensions: On 24 November, burial workers in Kenema city abandoned 15 bodies at the city’s main hospital, 
protesting at non-payment of allowances for October and November (BBC, 25/11/2014). 

 Markets: In a FEWSNET survey in November, more than half of households reported that weekly and daily markets 
were open and operating normally. Most of the others indicated that markets were open and functioning at reduced 
levels. A little more than half of traders reported that they believed food availability in the zone that they worked was 
currently sufficient to meet the needs of local consumers (FEWSNET, 27/11/2014). 

 Price: In November, FEWSNET reported that imported rice prices were stable or had risen by less than 10% 
(FEWSNET, 27/11/2014). The price of local rice had dropped in production areas as new supplies are brought to market 
(WFP, 27/11/2014). 

 Education: As of 28 November, 100 teachers are currently under quarantine (UNICEF, 28/11/2014). 

 Protection: More than 7,050 children have been directly affected by the consequences of the outbreak. About 2,753 
children have lost both parents to Ebola (UNICEF, 28/11/2014). 

 Mobility: As Christmas approaches, more people are expected to move from one region to another; this could add 
to the already high transmission rates in the country (UNICEF, 28/11/2014). 
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