
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 More Zimbabweans are at 

risk of hunger as the mid-

season dry spell destroyed 

about 30 per cent of area 

planted in the 2011/12 

agricultural season. 

 Malaria cases shoot above 

109,000 in the first quarter of 

2012.  

 Lightning kills four children, 

leaves some severely burnt 

and destroys class rooms in 

three provinces.  

 

268 million  
requested (US$) 

6% funded 
 

 

1.5 million Zimbabweans unable to meet their 
food needs 

Lean season extends into April as humanitarians face $12.6 million food 
funding gap 

About 1.5 million Zimbabweans are unable to meet their food 
requirements in the current lean season that normally ends in 
March but has been extended to April 2012. Food assistance 
partners fear the situation is deteriorating faster than anticipated 
due to a long mid-season dry spell, from January through 
February, that affected six of the country’s 10 provinces. 

Constrained livelihood opportunities in 
these areas exacerbate the situation. 

The First Round Crop and Livestock 
Assessment projects a bleak image of the 
food security for the rest of 2012. The 
report reflects a decrease in area planted 
from 2,096,034 Ha in 2010/11 to an 
estimated 1,689,609 Ha in 2011/12. Out 
of the area planted for this season, crops 
on about 498,144 Ha, representing 30 
per cent of area planted, were destroyed, 
leaving effective hectarage at about 
1,191,465 Ha, which is insufficient for the 
nation’s needs. Consequently, the 
number of people needing food aid may 
increase from the current 1.5 million, 
although this is yet to be confirmed 
through the Zimbabwe Vulnerability 
Assessment Committee (ZimVAC) survey 

currently under way.  

In the midst of this critical situation, WFP is facing a $24 million funding shortfall for the 
period March to August. Of this amount $12 million, equivalent to 12,163 mt of food 
commodities is required to feed about 200, 000 households who benefit from the Safety 
Net (SN) programme, while $3.5 million is needed for the cash-and-voucher activities.  
SN beneficiaries include malnourished people living with HIV, pregnant and lactating 
women, orphans and vulnerable children, and children under five.  
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STA ends amid worsening food insecurity  

Seasonal Targeted Assistance (STA), the main food distribution programme in 
Zimbabwe, ended in March amid worsening food insecurity. It reached one million food 
insecure people in 40 rural districts with either food or both food and cash since 
November 2011. Most of the beneficiaries – 855,000 people in 27 districts received food 
in kind, while 145,000 in 13 districts received $5 per person to buy cereals and the rest of 
their ration in kind. A ration comprises cereals, pulses and cooking oil.  

Benefiting communities and local authorities at both provincial and district level are 
concerned that the programme has ended at a time when the food situation is bleak. 
Although Government has extended its Grain Loan Scheme (GLS) until the 2013 harvest, 
humanitarian partners and communities fear that vulnerable groups who cannot afford to 
repay loans may remain food insecure. Through the scheme vulnerable households 
receive 50Kg of maize meal per month, which they are expected to repay at the next 
harvest in March 2013.  

WFP also directly distributed a two month supply of food for February and March to 32, 
340 STA beneficiaries in Bikita district, Masvingo. The direct distribution was done after 
WFP partner Care International was banned from handing out food when 29 NGOs were 
suspended from operating in the province in February 2012. Humanitarian partners 
continue to call for an enabling environment, including access to vulnerable people, in 
order to operate effectively. [Sources: WFP, OCHA Field Staff]. 

Typhoid cases decline while malaria rises 

Reported weekly typhoid cases dip by roughly 75 per cent 

The typhoid outbreak in Zimbabwe 
continues, although reported weekly 
cases have declined since 
December 2011. By end 4,132 
typhoid cases had been reported 
with a case fatality rate of 0.05 per 
cent. Humanitarian partners 
attribute the drop to response 
activities by partners, which have 
improved the water, sanitation and 
hygiene (WASH) situation in the 
affected areas and led to behaviour 
change behaviour in communities. 
Response efforts include social 
mobilization, case management and 
investigation, active contact tracing, 
water quality monitoring, and close coordination among all actors. A country-wide 
assessment that will provide a comprehensive picture of typhoid preparedness in all 
provinces is in progress. In addition, the rainy season has contributed to the decline, 
although the outbreak is likely to recur when the rains return.  

The vast majority of cases have been in Harare, where the outbreak started in October 
2011, although it has since spread to the satellite town of Chitungwiza and the provinces 
of Mashonaland Central and West.  

Waterborne diseases, 

including typhoid, 

diarrhea and dysentery, 

remain a major concern 

in Zimbabwe and are 

fueled by dilapidated 

infrastructure that affects 

access to potable water.  

Harare Typhoid Epidemic Curve, 10 Oct 2011 to 1 Apr 2012 

 
Source: WHO 
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Malaria cases in first quarter rise 52 per cent above same period in 2011 

Zimbabwe is facing a 
serious malaria outbreak, 
with reported cases rising to 
109,373 (including 84 
deaths) in the first quarter of 
2012 – over 50 per cent 
higher than the same period 
in 2011. Deaths from malaria have remained significantly below 2011 levels, however. 
Health partners have attributed this to continued improvements in malaria case 
management and better availability of diagnostic tests and antimalarial drugs. In 
response, health partners are working with district health authorities in the areas of case 
management, health education and insecticidal nets distribution.  [Source: Health 
Cluster]. 

Service uptake increases as forced returns 
continue 

Nearly 14,000 deported Zimbabweans assisted in first quarter of 2012 

More Zimbabweans are taking up 
humanitarian services at reception 
centres established in the border 
towns of Beitbridge and Plumtree 
as neighbouring countries continue 
to carry out forced returns of 
irregular immigrants. Nearly 14,000 
of those returned from Botswana 
and South Africa have taken up 
humanitarian assistance since 
January, compared to just over 
10,000 between October and 
December 2011. Although the total 

number of returnees from both countries is not clear, there could be a direct co-relation 
between an increase in deportations and that of people who take up humanitarian 
services. However, humanitarian partners have attributed the increase to improved 
efficiency of the system over time, particularly in South Africa where the deportations 
began last October.  

Assistance continues for migrants in Zimbabwe 

Migrants from countries that are not on Zimbabwe’s immediate borders, normally referred 
to as third country nationals, continue to benefit from humanitarian services as they enter 
this country. In March, IOM assisted 790 nationals from the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC), Ethiopia, Gabon and Somalia at the Nyamapanda Temporary Reception 
Centre near the Mozambican border. Beneficiaries received food, immediate medical 
attention, WASH facilities and information on safe migration and gender-based violence 
before being transported to Tongogara Refugee Camp. [Source: Multi-Sector Working 
Group]. 

Malaria cases and fatalities – First quarter 2011 and 2012 

 Q1 2011 Q1 2012 Change 

Reported cases 71,858 109,373 + 52.2% 

Fatalities 125 84 - 32.8% 

Case fatality rate 0.2% 0.08% - 60.0% 

Source: WHO 

Zimbabweans assisted from neighbouring countries in 2012  

 South 
Africa 

Botswana Total 

January  3,902 1,173 5,075 

February 2,510 1,230 3,740 

March 3,279 1,678 4,957 

Total Q1 9,691 4,081 13,772 

2011 Q4 5,815 4,458 10,273 

Change 66.7% -8.5% 34.1% 

Source: IOM 
 

Zimbabwean returnees 

from South Africa who 

took up humanitarian 

assistance increased by 

67% in the first quarter of 

2012 compared to the 

last quarter of 2011 

when the deportations 

resumed. 
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Zimbabwe the most under-funded emergency 

At just 6 per cent, Zimbabwe’s CAP is the world’s least funded  

Humanitarian partners need $268 million in funding to help some 8 million vulnerable 
Zimbabweans meet their most urgent needs in 2012. But with just $16.6 million in 
contributions – or 6 per cent of requirements – the Zimbabwe CAP is the world’s least 
funded, seriously constraining relief efforts amid growing food insecurity and continued 
waterborne disease outbreaks. In comparison, Zimbabwe’s 2011 CAP of $415,275,740 
was 13.2 per cent funded at $54 million by 31 March.  This year’s appeal is the worst 
funded since OCHA began operating in the country in 2006. [Sources: OCHA Field Staff 
and FTS]. 

 

Annual CAP Funding to Zimbabwe from 2006 to March 2012. 

 
Source: fts.ochaonline.org 

In brief 
 School repairs in storm-affected areas. Education partners have begun to repair 

storm-damaged schools in Masvingo, Matabeleland South and Mashonaland East 
provinces with a $250,000 Emergency Response Fund grant. The programme will 
repair 30 of 115 schools damaged between October and January, as well as promote 
disaster risk reduction and safe learning.  Other funding mechanisms will support the 
remaining 85 schools.  

 International Women’s Day. Zimbabwe marked International Women’s Day on 8 
March. On the day, UN Women and the Women Development Savings Credit Union 
launched a project that will benefit more than 250 women entrepreneurs in Manicaland 
and Mashonaland East provinces over one year. The project aims to economically 
empower women through training and providing micro finance for projects as part of 
efforts to alleviate poverty.  

Zimbabwe’s CAP is the 

least funded globally at 

just 6 per cent of the 

requirement, which could 

have grave 

consequences on the 

humanitarian situation.  
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For further information, please contact:  
Fernando Arroyo, Head of Office, arroyof@un.org, Tel. (+263) 772 125 301 
Matilda Moyo, Information Officer,moyo1@un.org, Tel. (+263) 772 125 285 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at ochaonline.un.org/zimbabwe | www.unocha.org |www.reliefweb.int 

Feature: Lightning kills four children during 
storms 

Education partners report that four 
children died and many others incurred 
burns when lightning struck three 
schools in February in Matabeleland 
South and Mashonaland West 
provinces. Two children died and 38 
others were treated for burns at 
Nguwanyana Primary School in 
Mangwe, while another two children 
died on the spot at Ntalale Secondary 
School in Gwanda district, 
Matabeleland South. In Makonde 
district, Mashonaland West, Makonde 
Secondary School was struck by 
lightning although there were no 
deaths. The storms also damaged 

classrooms. In addition to school 
repairs through an ERF grant, 
Education Cluster members are 

supporting the Department of Civil Protection (DCP) in the response, which involves 
awareness raising on how people can best protect themselves from lightning. Although 
such information is usually distributed when the rains begin in October, partners feel that 
it should be a continuous process throughout the rainy season to avert the loss of more 
lives. 

 

School children remain susceptible to lightning strikes, hence the 
need to continuously train them on how best to protect themselves. 
Photo courtesy of OCHA. 
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