
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

   

 

 

 Food programme scaled up 

as peak of lean season sets 

in.  

 Army worm outbreak 

reported in four provinces. 

 High cases of mental illness 

among deportees cause for 

concern.  

 Rain-related incidents 

reported in parts of 

Zimbabwe.  

 

People receive 

food assistance in 
December. 

Returned 

migrants assisted during 
the second half of 2012.  

Dysentery 

cases and deaths 

reported since January. 

Diarrhoea 

cases and deaths 

reported since January. 

238 million  
requested (US$) 

 

83% funded 
 

Partners Scale Up Food Programme  
STA Reaches 1.2 Million People in 35 Districts  

Food assistance partners have scaled up the response to food insecurity as the peak 
hunger period sets in, with the Seasonal Targeted Assistance (STA) programme 
increasing coverage to 35 districts in December, up from 24 in November.  The 
programme reached 1.2 million people in December and the figure is expected to 
increase to 1.6 million in 38 districts between January and March 2013. The World Food 
Programme (WFP) is covering the bulk of 37 districts and Christian Care, through the 
Canadian Grain Bank pipeline, is assisting Matobo district in Matabeleland South 
province. Assistance is either in-kind or both cash and in-kind with about 300,000 people 
receiving cash under the Cash for Cereals programme.  Some of the grain has been 
procured regionally, while 35,000MT came from the Strategic Grain Reserve under the 
joint food assistance programme by the Government of Zimbabwe (GoZ) and WFP. 
[Source: Food Assistance Working Group] 
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Mixed Fortunes in Agriculture 
Four Provinces Report Army Worm Outbreak  

Army worm outbreaks were in December reported in Mashonaland Central, Mashonaland 
West, Matabeleland North and Midlands provinces.  FAO and the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Mechanization and Irrigation Development (MoAMID) are engaged in discussions on 
ways to mobilize resources for a response. [Source: Agriculture Cluster] 

Zimbabwe Emergency Drought Mitigation Operation 

FAO, with funding from the British Department for International Development (DFID), is 
implementing a livestock drought mitigation project since November 2012. This entails 
working in close collaboration with MoAMID and four NGOs in eight districts of Beitbridge, 
Chiredzi, Gwanda, Mangwe, Matobo, Mberengwa, Mwenezi and Zvishavane. Although 
the rainfall season has started, most areas in the south of the country received rainfall 
during the last dekad of December and cattle are still in poor condition. The major 
components of the project include the provision of survival/supplementary feed at 50 per 
cent of the cost which is $13 per 50kg; disease control, including provision of foot and 
mouth disease and Anthrax vaccines; and provision of water through the rehabilitation of 
boreholes. [Source: Agriculture Cluster] 

More than 27,400 Returned Migrants Assisted 
from July to December  
Slight Dip in Returnees Assisted Compared to 1st Half of 2012 

Humanitarian partners 
assisted 27,401 
migrants between July 
and December 2012. 
This reflects a slight dip 
compared to January 
to June 2012 when 
30,618 people 
comprising 21,162 from 
South Africa and 9,456 
from Botswana were 
assisted.  

Services ranged from 
provision of transport 
and meals to health 
care. A growing 
concern in the latter 
half of 2012 is the 
number of returnees 
who received 
assistance for mental 
illness. Of the 37 
migrants who were 
either given medical 
escorts or referred to 
the local district 
hospital for various 
reasons, 20 received 
treatment for mental 
illness. 

Selected Figures of  Returned Migrants  Assisted from South Africa and 

Botswana between July and December 2012 

 Beitbridge Plumtree 

Total number of migrants returned through 
the reception centre in the six month period 

18,340 9,061 

Average number of  migrants returned 
through the reception centre per month 

3,057 1,510 

Average number of migrants registering for 
assistance per month 

2,720 1,310 

Proportion of migrants registering for 
assistance 

89% 87% 

Proportion of male migrants returned 87% 76% 

Proportion of female migrants returned 13% 24% 

Proportion of migrants younger than 18 
returned 

3% 6% 

Proportion of migrants in the 18 – 24 age 
group returned 

50% 35% 

Proportion of returned migrants 25 years or 
older 

47% 59% 

Total number of unaccompanied minors 
returned during the six month period 

314 123 

Average number of unaccompanied minors 
returned per month  

52 21 

 

Source: IOM 

On average 3,057 

Zimbabwean migrants 

were returned from 

South Africa and 1,510 

from Botswana through 

the reception and 

support centres during 

the second half of 2012.  
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The major migrant sending areas to South Africa during the period  under review  were 
Chipinge accounting for 12 per cent, Bulawayo 9 per cent, Chiredzi 9 per cent, Masvingo 
5 per cent and Zaka 5 per cent. The major migrant sending areas to Botswana were 
Plumtree accounting for 22 per cent, Bulawayo 21 per cent, Harare 11 per cent, Gweru 5 
per cent and Gwanda 5 per cent. 

A Situation Analysis on High Migrant Sending Areas of Zimbabwe was carried out in the 
period August to November 2012. IOM also conducted monthly pre and post assessment 
surveys, while an annual migration survey to profile the migrants began in December 
2012. Findings from all assessments will be shared in due course. [Source: Multi-Sector Working 

Group] 

2,343 Third Country Nationals Assisted Through Nyamapanda 

From July to December 2012 Nyamapanda Temporary Reception Centre for Mixed 
Migration Flows from the Horn of Africa and the Great Lakes Region provided assistance 
to 2,343 third country nationals. All of them were accommodated for an average of two 
days while waiting for transport assistance to Tongogara Refugee Camp. Assistance 
included three meals per day and packed food for the journey to the camp. The centre 
commissioned new structures in October 2012 which has been a relief to beneficiaries 
who have access to improved facilities.  A total of 866 TCNs received medical treatment 
between July and December 2012 with the most common conditions being acute 
respiratory infections, dermatological conditions, injuries, diarrhoea and malaria.  There 
was a surge in eye infection in the period under review, with 39 cases being recorded, a 
situation attributed to unhygienic conditions along the way. [Source: Multi-Sector Working Group] 

Kampala Convention comes into force in Africa 
Partners Supporting Zimbabwe to Ratify Convention 

The African Union Convention on Protection and Assistance to Internally Displaced 
Persons in Africa, also known as the Kampala Convention, came into force from 6 
December 2012, placing Africa in a leading position globally when it comes to having a 
legal framework for protecting and helping the internally displaced.  

This followed Swaziland's depositing the instrument of ratification with the African Union 
on 6 November, becoming the 15

th
 Member State to ratify the Convention. Article 17 of 

the Convention states that the "Convention shall enter into force thirty (30) days after the 
deposit of the instruments of ratification or accession by fifteen (15) Member States.'' As 
such, the 15 Member States which have ratified the Convention will be bound by it.  

In Zimbabwe, ratification of the Convention and subsequent enactment of a national law 
are yet to be accomplished. UNHCR and partners continue to engage with relevant 
Government counterparts and the Parliament of Zimbabwe in order to support the 
ratification process which is underway. Zimbabwe was among the first Member States to 
sign the Kampala Convention in 2009. Its ratification would be another milestone in re-
confirming Zimbabwe's commendable commitment towards promotion and protection of 
human rights. [Source: Protection Cluster] 

Update on Diarrheal Diseases  
Typhoid, diarrhoea & dysentery persist throughout 2012 

The onset of the rainy season and erratic water supplies continue to perpetuate 
waterborne diseases.  Altogether 5,829 suspected typhoid cases and six deaths were 
reported by 30 December, since the outbreak started in October 2011. Of these, 103 
cases were confirmed. The Case Fatality Rate (CFR) was 0.1 per cent.  

By 30 December altogether 467,543 cumulative diarrhoea cases and 292 deaths had 
been reported since January 2012. The CFR was 0.06 per cent. Over the same period 
44,406 cumulative dysentery cases and 22 deaths were reported with a CFR of 0.05 per 

Zimbabwe was among 

the first countries to sign 

the Kampala Convention 

in 2009 but is yet to ratify 

and enact it into law.  
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CAP Funding Status by Cluster 

 (US$ million) 

Agriculture 
 $32.3 

 
91% 

 $29.3 

Coordination 
 $3.5 

 
32% 

 $1.1 

Education 
 $4.7 

 
5% 

 $0.2 

Food 
 $127.7 

 
100% 

 $127.3 

Health 
 $13.2 

 
70% 

 $9.3 

LICI 
 $10.3 

 
50% 

 $5.1 

Multi-Sector 
 $11.0 

 
46% 

 $5.0 

Nutrition 
 $2.5 

 
14% 

 $0.4 

Protection 
 $12.7 

 
37% 

 $4.7 

WASH 
 $20.5 

 
63% 

 $12.9 

Total 
 $238.4 

 
83% 

 $196.9 
 Requested  
 Contributed/Committed 

Source: fts.unocha.org (10 Jan 2013) 

cent. Response activities to all waterborne diseases include water provision, technical 
assistance on case management, drug provision, health education, as well as distribution 
of water treatment tablets and non-food items (NFI). [Source: Health Cluster]  

Funding  
CAP Closes Year at 83% Funding 

Zimbabwe’s revised CAP of $238 million closed the year with 83 per cent funding at $197 
million, an increase from the 77 per cent funding at $183 million in November.   In 
comparison, during the same period in 2011, the $478 million CAP requirement was 45.9 
per cent per cent funded at $219 million. The humanitarian community extends its 
gratitude to partners who have supported this and previous CAPs. [Source: OCHA & FTS] 

 

In Brief  
Rainfall Forecast for 2012/13. The Meteorological department’s updated forecast for the 
second half of the 2012/13 season shows that normal to above normal rainfall amounts 
are expected in all provinces of the country. The picture anticipates an improvement in 
the expected rainfall amounts compared to the forecast issued for the same period in 
August 2012. The variation is more pronounced in the Southern parts of the country 
whose forecast has changed from normal with a tendency towards below normal rainfall 
to normal to above normal rainfall. [Source: Agriculture Cluster]  

Humanitarians on Alert for Incidents Related to Heavy Rainfall. The onset of 
Zimbabwe’s rainy season brought the risk of rainfall-related incidents, hence partners are 
on high alert to assist vulnerable people as the need arises. Between 11 and 27 
December, six provinces reported incidents related to rain. These included four deaths 
due to lightning strikes in the Midlands province and the destruction of homesteads by 
hailstorms in parts of Mashonaland, Masvingo and Matabeleland South provinces. The 
Department of Civil Protection (DCP) responded to all incidents, with support from the 
Humanitarian Community. [Source: DCP] 
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For further information, please contact:  
Paul Thomas, Officer in Charge, thomasp@un.org, Tel. (+263) 772 125 303 
Matilda Moyo, Information Officer, moyo1@un.org, Tel. (+263) 772 125 285 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org | www.humanitarianresponse.info| www.reliefweb.int 

Feature 

Food Assistance Restores Mother’s Dignity 

Mothers and grandmothers 
around the world want to feed 
their families. For Sakina 
Chikwanda in Zaka district, 
Masvingo, this seemed an 
impossibility following drought in 
parts of the country, including her 
home area. Sakina has one 
hectare of land, but at 78 years, 
can only cultivate a quarter of it. 
Following late and limited rains at 
the start of the last planting 
season, she managed to harvest 
just four 50kg bags of maize. In a 
normal year she would harvest 
around 15 bags. When the four 

bags were eaten, she turned to her neighbours to share the little food they had while her 
family of six started picking wild fruits.  

WFP has partnered with the Government of Zimbabwe to ensure those most vulnerable 
have enough to eat until the next harvest. Sakina is one of the 1.6 million people – almost 
one fifth of the rural population - being assisted until the next harvest in April 2013.  

“I’m happy to get this food because I won’t be bothering my neighbours anymore and I 
can cook two meals in a day,” she says, adding that they started complaining that she 
was begging too much. [Source: WFP] 

For more information visit: http://www.wfp.org/node/3586/4194/367176 

 

 

 

Sakina Chikwanda can now feed her family two meals a day with the 
monthly food rations she receives from WFP. Photo courtesy of WFP.  

mailto:thomasp@un.org
mailto:moyo1@un.org
http://www.unocha.org/
http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/
http://www.reliefweb.int/
http://www.wfp.org/node/3586/4194/367176

