
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

   

 

 
Rebuilding community assets. Photo courtesy of WFP 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 Partners continue to support 

Government through 

initiatives to enhance food 

security.  

 Although malaria cases have 

declined, the high death toll 

remains a concern. 

 Less returned migrants 

assisted in 2013 compared 

to 2012.  

 Partners commend 

Zimbabwe for refugee 

friendly policies. 

 

 

FIGURES  

23,736  returned 

migrants from Botswana 
and South Africa 
assisted in the first half of 
2013.  

200,000 people to 

benefit from cash and 
food assistance from 
assets activities. 

261,498  diarrhoea 

cases reported by end of 
June 2013. 

357,202 malaria 

cases reported by end of 
June. 

FUNDING 

131 million  
requested (US$) 

 

65% funded 
 

New Initiatives to Boost Food Security 
Efforts to Boost Resilience in Food Insecure Districts 

As part of the broad strategy to strengthen community resilience, WFP and partners in 
June began Cash and Food Assistance for Assets (C/FFA) activities in 22 of Zimbabwe’s 
most food insecure districts. Activities are designed to strengthen the ability of 
communities and households to handle shocks to their food security by creating and 
rehabilitating community assets such as irrigation systems and dip tanks. In 2012 the 
programme created and rehabilitated 260 community assets in 21 rural districts.  This 
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year, the projects, which run from June to November, aim to create about 265 community 
assets during which close to 200,000 beneficiaries will receive cash and food assistance 
in exchange for working on the assets.  

Across the country, WFP continues its year-round Health and Nutrition programme. Close 
to 215,000 beneficiaries, including malnourished HIV and TB clients, pregnant and 
nursing mothers and children under 5, are supported with fortified food for nutritional 
rehabilitation. In Harare, Bulawayo and Gweru, assistance is provided through vouchers 
and a cash facility, with an average 8,000 vouchers being redeemed monthly from 20 
participating retailers. The rest of the beneficiaries in other districts receive food. [Source: 

Food Assistance Working Group] 

National Food and Nutrition Security Committee Established  

The establishment of a national Food and Nutrition Security Committee (FNSC) in June is 
expected to strengthen broader food and nutrition security coordination. The committee is 
chaired by the Ministry of Agriculture, Mechanisation and Irrigation Development 
(MoAMID) with the Ministry of Health and Child Welfare (MOHCW) serving as secretariat.  
Its functions include capacity building of sub-national food and nutrition security 
structures. The Food and Nutrition Council (FNC), with support from UNICEF and FAO, is 
leading preparations to establish eight provincial and 10 district FNSCs in chronically food 
insecure areas. Strong emphasis is being placed on surveillance and emergency 
preparedness as part of the capacity development component of establishing the FNSCs.  

The MOHCW and FNC have also initiated the development of a national nutrition strategy 
and costed action plan with a strong component of early warning, including disaster risk 
mitigation and response.  

Management of acute malnutrition services continue to be provided as part of health 
services, with at least 70 per cent of the health facilities providing the service routinely. 
However, there is need to strengthen the quality of the programme and integrate it into 
both the service delivery and health information system. [Source: National Nutrition Technical 

Working Group] 

Diarrhoea Cases Soar as Malaria Dips 
Onset of Winter Leads to More Diarrhoea Cases 

Health partners are concerned about the 
continued high number of diarrhoea cases 
being reported countrywide.  Cases to date 
exceed those reported during the same 
period in 2012, with children under 5 years 
getting increasingly affected. This is due to 
rotavirus infection whose incidence 
increases in the colder months of the year.  

By 30 June 2013, altogether 261,498 cases and 236 deaths had been reported, 
compared to 203,097 cases and 132 deaths reported in 2012. [Source: Health Cluster]   

Focus on Diarrhoea Outbreak in Kadoma 

Kadoma City experienced a sharp increase in diarrhoea cases since April 2013 but 
managed to control it with support from Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) partners. 
Altogether 250 cases were reported during an outbreak that lasted from 21 April to 22 
June. Reported cases included 72 confirmed typhoid cases. In response partners set up 
five oral rehydration points (ORP). Door to door sessions conducted in the city reached 
15,162 households, while three information kiosks in Rimuka, Waverley and the central 
business district (CBD) reached 2,124 clients. Edutainment by a drama group through 10 
sessions reached 4,457 people.  Welthungerhilfe supported the response with water 
treatment tablets, protective clothing and funds for the information kiosks.  [Source: WASH 

Cluster] 

Comparison of Cumulative Diarrhoea Cases 
2012 and 2013 

Period Cases Deaths CFR 

Jan - June 2012 203,097 132 0.06 

Jan - June 2013 261,498 236 0.09 

Trend 29% 79% 39% 

Diarrhoea cases have 

exceeded those reported 

in 2012, especially 

among children under 5 

due to rotavirus infection 

which increases in 

winter.   
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Malaria Deaths Remain High Despite Declining Cases  

Health partners report that malaria has 
been on the decline for more than six 
weeks. Although the number of deaths has 
also been decreasing, the high rate is still 
worrying. By 30 June 357,202 malaria 
cases and 297 deaths had been reported 
since January 2013 – a huge increase 
compared to 222,692 cases and 170 
deaths with a CFR of 0.07 per cent 
reported at the same time in 2012.  

Cluster partners continue to respond to the 
health challenges through support to the MOHCW in malaria case management, 

improved surveillance of epidemic prone 
diseases and community mobilisation. In 
Manicaland province, for instance, 
surveillance training in Mutasa and Mutare 
districts took place from 24 to 28 June and 
was focused on the malaria epidemic that 
the districts experienced this year.  The 
Emergency Response Fund (ERF) is also 

supporting the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) with funding for a malaria 
intervention in Chimanimani district, Manicaland.  However, inadequate funding to support 
surveillance training at district level remains a major hindrance to efforts by 
partners. [Source: Health Cluster]                                                                               

Returned Migrants Assisted Decline 

Fewer Returned Migrants Assisted in 1st Half of 2013 than in 2012 

Partners continue to assist returning migrants through the reception and support centres 
at Plumtree and Beitbridge. Altogether 23,736 migrants were assisted at both border 
points in the first half of 2013. Of these, 14,320 were assisted through Beitbridge 

Reception and Support Centre (BRSC) and 9,416 at Plumtree Reception and Support 
Centre (PRSC). This reflects a 23 per cent decline to the 30,618 migrants assisted by the 
same time in 2012, with 21,162 people supported at BRSC and 9,456 at PRSC. The 
decline at BRSC is attributed to a lengthy deportation process that has to go through the 

Comparison  of Cumulative Malaria Cases 
2012 and 2013 

Period Cases Deaths CFR 

Jan - June 2012 222,692 170 0.076 

Jan - June 2013 357,202 297 0.083 

Trend 60% 75% 9% 

Comparison of Assistance at Reception Centres, Jan – Jun 2013 

 

Source: IOM 
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courts, while that at PRSC is due to a reduction in undocumented cross border traders as 
commodities have become increasingly available locally.   

Meanwhile altogether 1,141 returned migrants from Botswana and 2,367 from South 
Africa were assisted in June 2013. This included 41 unaccompanied minors of whom 19 
were returned from Botswana and 22 from South Africa. [Source: Protection Cluster] 

Dip in Flow of Third Country Nationals at Nyamapanda 

The number of Third Country nationals (TCN) registered at Nyamapanda Temporary 
Reception Centre (NTRC) in June declined to 241 from 308 assisted in May.  Of these 
156 migrants were from the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), 84 from Ethiopia and 
one from Somalia. The total number registered included four UAMs from DRC.  All 
beneficiaries received temporary shelter, meals and transport to Tongongara Refugee 
Camp. In addition, 124 migrants received treatment mostly for Acute Respiratory 
infections (ARI). In comparison, of those assisted in May, 114 were from the DRC, 193 
from Ethiopia and one from Somalia. [Source: Protection Cluster] 

Funding 
Appeal Funding Improves to 65% 

The Zimbabwe Humanitarian Gaps Appeal of $131 million was 65 per cent funded at $86 
million by 30 June – a slight improvement to the 60.2 per cent at $79 million reflected in 
May 2013. At the same time in 2012, Zimbabwe’s $268 million consolidated appeal was 
43 per cent funded at $115 million. Meanwhile, advocacy efforts for more funding 
continue. [Source: FTS] 

In Brief 
Migration management stakeholders meet. Two Cross Border Migration Management 
Stakeholders’ Forum meetings took place at Beitbridge and Plumtree reception centres 
on 12 and 26 June respectively. Through the forum, representatives from Zimbabwe, 
South Africa and Botswana meet regularly to discuss migration management issues such 
as the rights of migrants and ways to improve the handling of those who are 
undocumented. In June, Zimbabwean and South African authorities developed Terms of 
Reference (ToR) for sharing information in a standardised way and it is anticipated that 
these will be adopted in July.  [Source: Protection Cluster] 

Nutrition sector coordination. Nutrition sector coordination continues on a monthly 
basis through the National Nutrition Technical Working Group, chaired by the MOHCW 
with UNICEF serving as a secretariat. Terms of reference have evolved from cluster and 
humanitarian to overall technical coordination of nutrition interventions. Issues discussed 
include nutrition and HIV, food safety, infant and young child feeding (IYCF), food security 
and early warning. [Source: NNTWG] 

Counselling and community outreach campaigns. IOM, in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Women Affairs, Gender and Community Development and the Women’s 
Action Group (WAG) conducted outreach campaigns on Sexual and Gender Based 
Violence in Beitbridge. The campaigns reached 377 community members through 10 
focus group discussions. [Source: Protection Cluster] 

Feature 
Zimbabwe Marks World Refugee Day  

Zimbabwe on 28 June 2013 commemorated World Refugee Day at Tongogara Refugee 
Camp under the universal theme: ‘One Family Torn Apart by War is One Too Many.' 
Addressing delegates, Deputy Minister of Labour and Social Services Monica 

Cases of Acute 

Respiratory Infections 

(ARI) remain high 

among TCNs assisted.  
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Mutsvangwa, expressed 
Government’s commitment 
to continue supporting 
asylum seekers and 
refugees despite economic 
challenges facing the 
country.  

UNHCR Representative, 
Marcellin Hepie, expressed 
appreciation for 
Government's favourable 
legal provisions towards 
refugees, especially the 
regular convention of 
monthly refugee status 
determination sessions by 
the Zimbabwe Refugee 
Committee. 

“Most refugees find 
themselves in new and unfamiliar environments, away from their loved ones and quite 
often in hostile environments, in their countries of asylum. Happily, in Zimbabwe, this is 
not the case. Both the people and the Government extend a welcoming hand and have 
done so for decades now,” he said. 

Representatives of the refugees and traditional community leaders commended the 
harmonious co-existence between the refugees and the local community.  

The day was characterised by poetry, dance and songs of hope from the refugee 
community and ended with various sporting activities where refugee teams battled it out 
in soccer, netball and volleyball.  

World Refugee Day is marked on 20 June annually and was established by the United 
Nations to honor the courage, strength and determination of women, men and children 
who are forced to flee their homes under threat of persecution, conflict and violence. 
[Source: Protection Cluster] 

  

 

 

 

 

Children at Tongogara Refugee Camp express themselves through various 
performances to mark World Refugee Day. Photo courtesy of UNHCR. 

While most refugees find 

themselves in new and 

unfamiliar environments, 

away from their loved 

ones and quite often in 

hostile environments, in 

their countries of asylum, 

in Zimbabwe, this is not 

the case.  
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