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Highlights 

 The preliminary 2015/2016 Vulnerability Analysis 

Committee (VAC) report indicates that 975,738 

people are food insecure and will require 

assistance over the next eight months. The 

Disaster Management and Mitigation Unit (DMMU) 

will convene the national Disaster Management 

Consultative Forum (DMCF) to develop plans for 

an integrated response.  

 WFP provided support in the design of the 

assessment, analysis and reporting.   

 

 

In Numbers 

1.3 million People assisted under 

the Country Programme 
 

49% 51% People Assisted 
May 2016 

WFP Assistance 

 

Country Programme 

200891 

(2016-2020) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

33.5 m 
3.9 m  
(12%) 

4.4 m 
(59%) 

*June-November 2016 

 
 

The Zambia Country Programme has three 

components: i) Home Grown School Feeding (HGSF); 

ii) nutrition; and iii) resilience-building. WFP provides 

technical assistance for all three components. WFP 

will phase out direct food delivery in the HGSF 

programme and focus on producing and locally 

procuring nutritious foods. This will provide a market 

for smallholder farmers. The Government is 

committed to increasing its financial contribution to 

the HGSF programme to reach 2 million primary-

school learners by 2020. 

 

The Rural Resilience Initiative (R4) in Zambia targets 

poor and food insecure households – especially those 

cultivating less than two hectares of land – that are 

capable of raising their productivity with improved 

access to yield-enhancing technologies. Women head 

about half of these households. Using the R4 

approach, WFP is providing smallholder farmers with 

access to conservation agriculture activities supported 

by the Food and Agriculture Organization’s (FAO) 

‘Conservation Agriculture Scale Up’ programme, and 

risk management services such as drought insurance, 

credit, savings, improved market linkages through 

synergies with the Purchase for Progress (P4P), and 

climate information services. This provides 

households access to a set of climate, financial and 

market services that can stimulate production over 

time and help them escape poverty and food 

insecurity. 

 

In partnership with the Government, UNICEF, the 

International Labour Organisation (ILO), the 

International Organisation for Migration (IOM), and 

civil society organisations, WFP is supporting efforts 

to sustain and empower the poorest and most 

vulnerable. This programme aims to assist the 

Government in providing and developing coherent 

policies and practices that protect and promote the 

livelihoods and welfare of people suffering from 

critical levels of poverty and deprivation and/or are 

vulnerable to risks and shocks (2014 National Social 

Protection Policy). Cooperating partners will give 

technical and financial assistance to the 

implementation of the National Social Protection 

Policy (NSPP) for the period 2016-2018. WFP’s 

specific role is to support the social assistance and 

livelihood and empowerment pillars of the National 

Social Protection Policy with technical assistance on 

end-point delivery of cash transfers, HGSF, nutrition 

education and resilience-building programmes.   

Credit: WFP/Heather Altherr 
Caption: Primary school children enjoy a 
nutritious meal thanks to the national Home 
Grown School Feeding Programme.  
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Operational Updates 

Exports: The Government imposed restrictions on 

maize exports until 30 September; however WFP 

will be allowed to continue exporting under the 

humanitarian window. Export restrictions are 

expected to be lifted by October 2016 after closure 

of the crop marketing season. 

 

Social Protection: The Government of Zambia 

convened the first ever Social Protection Week to 

share information and engage citizens in public 

debate on the state of Social Protection in Zambia. 

The Country Office actively participated in the 

activities-leading in a presentation “strengthening 

coordination between Social Protection and 

Agriculture” illustrating how the Home Grown 

School Feeding Programme (HGSFP) can catalyse 

agriculture production by offering schools as a 

market. In recognition of WFP’s increasing role as 

convenor and facilitator in the nutrition sector, WFP 

organized and chaired a session on the exploring 

synergies between nutrition and social protection. 

 

Challenges 

The Country Office urgently requires funds for 

associated costs to distribute 1,620 mts of maize 

donated by the Government for the School Feeding 

Programme and to complete distributions for the third 

school term, which runs from September to December 

2016. Total funds required for the associated costs 

are USD 423,000.   

 

 
 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Donors 

Government of Zambia, Multilaterals, UNICEF, Japan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zambia has an annual population growth rate of 2.8 
percent. Strong economic growth in recent years has 
not resulted in improved nutrition and food security or 
equitable social development. WFP has adopted 
strategies to support the country’s vision to become an 
industrial middle income country by 2030.  

Zambia’s Gini coefficient is 0.65, making it one of the 
most unequal countries in the world. Additionally, 

progress on reducing stunting and poverty has 
stagnated; roughly 40% of children between 6-59 
months are stunted. Very low population density and 
challenges in service delivery render the cost of doing 
business and delivering strong multi-sectoral 
development support relatively high compared to the 
rest of the region.  

WFP in Zambia operates within the framework of a 

Country Programme. WFP aims to assist one million 

primary school learners in 2016 in an effort to increase 
attendance and learners’ outcomes in the country’s 
poorest districts. WFP also works to safeguard the 
nutritional status of vulnerable groups through 
advocacy and the provision of technical assistance from 
national to district levels and supports smallholder 

farmers vulnerable to drought through the Rural 
Resilience Initiative (R4). WFP provides technical 
assistance to the government’s Disaster Mitigation and 
Management Unit. WFP is an active member of the 
Scaling-Up Nutrition (SUN) Movement in Zambia and 
has partnered with other development agencies to 
reverse stunting trends in the country.  

Stunting: 40% of children 

between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development 

Index: 139 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Population: 15 million 

Contact info: Khatra.Elmi@wfp.org 

Country Director: Simon Cammelbeeck  

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/zambia  
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