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HIGHLIGHTS 

• Nutrition surveys reveal global 
acute malnutrition above the 
emergency threshold.  

• Health facilities destroyed and 

damaged. 

• Intensified conflict displaces 

nearly 2.3 million people. 

 
 

FIGURES 

# of people who 
need assistance 

21.1 m 

# of people 
targeted for 
humanitarian 
assistance 

11.6 m 

# food insecure 
people 

12.9 m 

# of people 
displaced 

2.3 m 

# of children at risk 
of malnutrition 

1.8 m 

# of deaths (WHO) 5,564 

# of injuries (WHO) 26,568 

Source: HRP and HNO 

 

FUNDING 

1.6 billion  
 requested for 2015 (US$) 

 

46% ($730 million)  
Funding against the HRP 

 

$1.1 billion  
Total humanitarian funding 
received for Yemen 

Source: Financial Tracking System 

 

Data source: UNICEF 

Child malnutrition exceeds emergency levels   
GAM rates in Al Hudaydah, Aden and Hajjah governorates increase 

Assessments in Aden, Al Hudaydah and 
Hajjah indicate that global acute malnutrition 
(GAM) levels are above the emergency 
threshold of 15 per cent. In the coastal areas 
of Al Hudaydah and Hajjah, severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM) levels are at 8.9 and 3.8 
per cent respectively.  

UNICEF estimates that 537,000 children 
under age 5 are at risk of SAM—a threefold 
increase from 160,000 in March. This means 
that one in eight children under age 5 is at 
risk of severe malnutrition. Almost 1.3 million 
children under age 5 are moderately 
malnourished compared with 690,000 
children prior to the crisis. 

The country’s alarming malnutrition levels are 
aggravated by the limited availability of, and 
lack of access to, food due to blocked or 
damaged delivery routes and restrictions on 
food and fuel imports. At the same time, 
livelihoods have been disrupted, 
unemployment has risen, fuel and water 
prices have surged and availability remains erratic. The World Food Programme (WFP) 
reports that the national monthly average cost of a partial food basket in September was 
over 30 per cent more than the pre-crisis level. This price increase adds more pressure 
on the weakened purchasing power of average people already struggling with eroding 
coping mechanisms, such as relying on family and friends for support and eating less 
nutritious meals. Others have resorted to begging.  

Access to health and nutrition services is increasingly difficult as facilities in at least 10 
governorates have been damaged. Medical supplies are low, medical staff have fled to 
other areas in search of safety while others have left the country. UNICEF reports that 
192 nutrition centres across the country had to close down due to fuel shortages and 
partners’ lack of access to these areas. Deteriorating sanitation conditions exacerbate the 
nutrition situation, further exposing children to diseases, such as diarrhoea and malaria.  
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BASELINE 

Population   
(Central Statistics Office 
2015) 

   26.7 m 

GDP per capita   
(UN 2012) 

     $1,376 

Maternal mortality  
(WHO 2012) 

270/100,000 

Life expectancy 
(World Bank 2013) 

      63 years 

Under-five mortality  
(UNICEF 2012) 

 0.60/10,000 
/day 

% population living on 
less than $1.25 a day 
(UNDP) 

17.5 

% population using 
improved drinking 
water sources  
(UNICEF 2011) 

            
55% 

 

CLUSTERS  

Lead and co-lead organizations 

Education UNICEF 
Save the 
Children 

Early Recovery UNDP 

Emergency 
Telecoms 

WFP 

Food Security and 
Agriculture 

FAO/WFP 

Health WHO 

Logistics WFP 

Nutrition UNICEF 

Protection  
 - Child Protection 
 - GBV 

      UNHCR 
       UNICEF 
        UNFPA 

Shelter/NFIs UNHCR      

Multisector for 
Refugees and 
Migrants 

UNHCR/IOM 

Water, Sanitation 
& Hygiene 

UNICEF 

Number of hospitals and health facilities destroyed or partially damaged 

To address these increasing malnutrition levels, Nutrition Cluster partners have scaled up 
assistance in the last six months and treated 97,000 children for SAM, while 65,000 
children were treated for moderate acute malnutrition. About 3.8 million children have 
received micronutrient supplements and 933,000 pregnant and lactating women benefited 
from supplementary feeding. The cluster has deployed 58 mobile teams to conflict-
affected areas with limited access to provide health and nutrition services.  

However, with the intensifying conflict and continued displacement, the number of 
malnourished children is increasing, with more children at risk of death. Treating 
malnutrition cannot be accomplished in isolation. All aggravating factors, including food 
insecurity, the fragile health system, and poor water and sanitation services, need to be 
addressed simultaneously. 

Health facilities damaged and destroyed 
Conflict severely affects access to medical care 

Damage to hospitals and health facilities across the country has increased at alarming 
rates. WHO estimates that at least 51 hospitals or health facilities have been damaged or 
partially destroyed over the past six months. These attacks have injured or killed patients 
as well as health staff, and led to the depletion of supplies and services. Lack of staff 
salaries and fuel are also contributing to hospital and health facility closures and to limited 
health services. 

The destruction of health facilities has severely affected access to life-saving medical 
assistance and nutrition treatment in an already fragile health system. Presently, one 
private hospital in Sa’ada governorate is the main source of emergency and long-term 
care to over 1 million people. In Taizz governorate, which has a population of 3.2 million 
people, no public hospitals are functioning and the few private health facilities available 
are operating at limited capacity.  

UNFPA estimates that there are half a million pregnant women in Yemen. Their limited 
access to health services leaves more than 73,000 women at risk of maternal death. A 
number that is expected to rise as the capacity of and access to health care diminishes 
across the country.  

International humanitarian law states that “medical facilities must be respected and 
protected in all circumstances”. Deliberate attacks on medical facilities and personnel 
constitute a clear violation of these provisions. 

Source: WHO 
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Number of displaced people by governorate (October - December 2015 projection) 

Conflict displaces over 2.3 million people  
Dire living conditions and loss of livelihoods for the displaced 

The conflict in Yemen has forced nearly 2.3 million people to flee their homes in search of 
safety and security, according to the latest reports from the UN Refugee Agency 
(UNHCR) and the International Organization for Migration. The 2.3 million figure is almost 
four times the number of people since the conflict escalated in March. This higher number 
of displaced people is partly due to improved data collection and verification as well as 
the continued conflict. 

The displaced people fled with few belongings. They have lost their livelihoods and are 
unable to meet their basic needs. They endure dire living conditions and rely on families, 
friends, host communities or humanitarian assistance for survival. The majority of 
displaced people are hosted by local communities, putting additional pressure on already 
scarce resources. Others have sought temporary shelter in schools and collective centres 
or spontaneous settlements where conditions are appalling. Some families have been 
forced to settle in the open or find shelter in caves. 

WFP reports that food consumption among displaced people has deteriorated 
significantly in the last month, with nearly 55 per cent food insecure especially in Sa’ada, 
Amran, Marib, Taizz and Raymah governorates. Sa’ada and Taizz are in the Integrated 
Phase Classification emergency phase 4 one phase above the highest phase - famine. In 
addition, the Famine Early Warning Systems Network projects further deterioration in 
food security across the country between October and December due to food and fuel 
import restrictions, increasing prices of basic commodities, and restricted flow of 
commercial goods into and within the country.  

 
 
At the same time, overcrowding and lack of water and sanitation in some shelters expose 
displaced families to serious risks of disease. Living in the open leaves IDPs vulnerable to 
extreme weather, and it increases the risk of exploitation and gender-based violence 
against women and children. With only 27 per cent of the US$152 million funding 
requirement received, the Shelter Cluster has provided 81,000 people with plastic 
sheeting and 3,700 people with tents. More funding is urgently needed to keep up with 
the increasing needs.  

Over 2.3 million 
people displaced- 
more than three times 
the pre-crisis number 

Food consumption 
among displaced 
people has deteriorated 
significantly in the last 
month.  
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For further information, please contact: 
Trond Jensen, Head of Office, jensen8@un.org 
Paul Thomas, Deputy Head of Office, Amman Hub, thomasp@un.org 
James Weatherill, OCHA New York, Coordination and Response Division, weatherill@un.org, Tel: +1 917 367 6288 
OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org/yemen | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

Aid efforts continue but more funds needed 
Funding critical to sustain response 

Humanitarian organizations have scaled up life-saving and urgent humanitarian response 
to conflict-affected people, despite an extremely challenging operating environment. 
Between March and September, aid agencies reached 5.5 million people with one-time 
emergency food or cash/voucher assistance. A further 116,000 people received 
emergency agricultural and livestock kits.  

In the same reporting period, over 3.7 million Yemenis have been provided with drinking 
water through direct distribution or the provision of fuel to pumping stations. More than 
366,000 people received hygiene kits and benefited from hygiene-promotion sessions, 
while 334,000 people can now access newly constructed sanitation facilities in conflict-
affected areas. Education partners reached 4,400 conflict-affected schoolchildren with 
psychosocial support and supported the rehabilitation of 40 schools. The Protection 
Cluster supported 22,000 survivors with psychosocial and legal assistance, and it 
continues to track internal displacement within Yemen.  

In the health sector, partners reached 2.6 million people with emergency primary health 
care. In September, aid agencies specializing in health provided nearly 100,000 litres of 
fuel and medical supplies to six health facilities to enable them to provide services. As 
indicated on page 2, nutrition partners are making all efforts to reach children and 
mothers in need.   

Growing humanitarian needs continue to outpace available funding  

 
Support from donors has allowed humanitarian organizations to scale up critical life-
saving assistance in Yemen. So far, $730 million, or 46 per cent of the $1.6 billion 
requested, has been received.  

However, the current funding level is not commensurate to the growing humanitarian 
needs. Displacement is increasing, the food security situation is expected to deteriorate, 
the health system is failing and more children are at risk of death if they are not treated 
immediately. Adequate time and planning are required to procure life-saving food stocks, 
medical supplies and fuel. As seen in the past months, an extremely complex logistical 
operation needs to be maintained to reach people in need. Continuous uninterrupted 
funding is needed to sustain this urgent life-saving humanitarian operation.   

At least 5.2 million 
people reached with 
food assistance and 
97,000 children 
treated for SAM. 

Yemen has received 
$730 million, less than 
half the requirement. 

Sources: clusters, FTS 


