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Humanitarian Highlights 

 Food security has improved in Al 
Hudaydah and Raymah but deteriorated in 
Al Mahwit and Hajjah, according to the 
findings of a recent WFP Comprehensive 
Food Security Survey findings (CFSS, July 
2014) and UNICEF-supported SMART 
survey findings (June 2014).   

 Malnutrition has worsened among 
displaced children in Hajjah (SMART 
survey June 2014). The preliminary 
findings indicate that Global Acute 
Malnutrition (GAM) increased from 15.7 
per cent in 2012 to 21.9 per cent in 2014. 
This deterioration is particularly noticeable 
in areas with higher IDP concentration.  

 Armed men disrupted food distribution and 
damaged the water supply system in Al 
Mazraq IDP camps (Hajjah) during July 
and August.  

Overview of Humanitarian Response   

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

 Unreliable fuel supply and increases in price, have affected water provision in many villages and towns.  
Before the fuel crisis, most rural water systems used some form of cost-recovery, either based on metered 
use, or a flat rate. During the fuel crisis, people began using open and unprotected wells (hand-dug wells) 
because most boreholes ran out of fuel. In July, WASH sub-Cluster members reported that at least 
120,000 people in Hajjah faced severe difficulties accessing safe drinking water. 

 Following changes in water supply management in Al Mazraq, the supply has improved in the last two 
weeks. 39,114 people including 21,034 IDPs (inside and outside the camps) receive water daily. 743,475 
meter cubic of water is provided through pipeline systems or water trucking daily. Management committees 
were trained to improve community ownership of the systems. 22 committees in Al Qafl and Al- Madb 
areas in Haradh District, and 142 committees in villages and settlements near the camps were trained in 
July and August.  

 Food Security and Agriculture 

 The 2014 CFSS indicates an improvement in food security in Al Hudaydah. Preliminary result shows that 
10 per cent of the people are severely food insecure compared to 15 per cent in 2011.  

 CSSW (NNGO) provided food to 350 persons affected by rain storms in three villages (Al-Mebrayah, At 
Taj, and Shub’atu Taj) in Zabid District, Al Hudaydah.   

 Hajjah is the third most food insecure governorate in Yemen, according to the CFSS. More than 32 per 
cent of the population are severely food insecure compared to 31 per cent in 2011. There was significant 
improvement in Raymah where 21 per cent of the population are severely food insecure compared to 31 
per cent in 2011 

 
Source: OCHA  
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not 
imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. 
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  WFP completed general food distribution in Sa’ada 
and Hajjah for August, targeting 20,000 IDP 
households and started the third phase targeting 
about 40,000 food insecure families in 10 districts 
of Al Hudaydah. 

 9.6 Metric Tons of seeds (plus agricultural tools) 
was distributed to 374 beneficiaries in July and 106 
beneficiaries in August 2014 in Al Thalooth and 
Mikhlaf villages, Aslem District in Hajjah. 

 In August, 3,875 people benefitted from a Cash-for-
Work project in Khayran, Aslem and Bani Qa’is 
Districts in Hajjah. 250 home gardens were 
installed in Bani Qa’is and another 50 gardens will 
be installed in September. 

 Health 

 In Al Hudaydah, the outpatient department utilization rate is estimated as 0.2 consultations/person/year 
compared to SPHERE standards of one consultations/person/year (MERLIN, June 2012). Inadequate 
supervision, lack of continued medical education and corruption are some of the causes of 
underperformance of the Health Cluster.  

 In Al Mazraq IDP camps, 2,227 children were vaccinated in a polio vaccination campaign that reached 
approximately 28,400 children under 5 in the host communities in Haradh. The campaign nearly covered 
100 per cent of the district. 72 of the children were migrants.   

 A suspected CORONA virus in Haradh town turned out to be negative as were the 4 cases reported earlier.  

 The Health Cluster assists more than 500 referral cases that need immediate treatment in Al Hudaydah or 
Sana’a hospitals every year. Monthly, 35 renal failure cases are referred for dialysis in Hajjah, Al Hudaydah 
and Al Mahwit, in addition to 10-15 tumour cases that are referred to Sana’a. However, the Cluster has 
reported a gap in covering the costs of referrals to Sana’a and Al Hudaydah due to insufficient funds.  

 Nutrition 

 Preliminary findings of a nutrition SMART survey conducted by UNICEF (June 2014) indicate an 
improvement of the nutrition status in Al Hudaydah, but deterioration in Hajjah particularly among IDP 
children.  

 UNICEF delivered nutrition supplies to 150 out-patient centers throughout Hajjah, as well as six mobile 
nutrition/health teams that are providing services in six districts. Plans are underway to establish another 
three mobile teams to cover three more districts.  

 WFP supports 95 health facilities with food for malnourished children and mothers in 15 districts in Hajjah. 
Vision Hope International, a partner of WFP in Hajjah, will expand this nutrition activity to four more districts 
targeting another 25 health facilities with similar interventions in September.  

 WHO provided training to five health workers of Al Thawrah Hospital in Al Hudaydah on nutritional 
surveillance system to improve information management in the Nutrition Cluster.  

 Multi-Sector: Migrants  

 IOM received 336 Ethiopian migrants in July and referred three with Tuberculosis to the Yemen Red 
Crescent health facility for further treatment. At Al-Tuwal crossing point, IOM receives 1,000 Yemeni 
migrants who are being returned from Saudi Arabia daily. In July, 850 returnees received medical 
treatment with one case referred to Al Salam Hospital in Haradh. 38,618 persons received health care from 
27 August 2013 to 31st July 2014, with severe cases being referred to Al Hudaydah and Sana'a Hospitals.  

 341,487 Yemeni returnees were registered from 1 June 2013 to 28 March 2014.  This number increased to 
485,547 by 31 July 2014 (IOM, July 2014). Most are men, but there are also women and unaccompanied 
children. 5,137 women and 2,781 girls were returned from January to July 2014 (IOM, July 2014).  

 

Food distribution to affected people by rain storms  
Photo: CSSW 
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Protection 

 Three Gender Based Violence (GBV) incidents were reported in July in Haradh, Abs and Hajjah Districts. 
Survivors received medical and psychosocial support. 18 awareness sessions on sexual and GBV were 
conducted among IDPs and hosts communities in and outside Al Mazraq camps.  

 15 children who were returned from Saudi Arabia in August are living in Al Mazraq camps (I & III) where 
they originally came from. DRC, supported by UNICEF, leads the Child Protection Working Group in 
Haradh. DRC will support the Ministry of Social Affairs (MoSAL) that currently manages a child friendly 
center that receives trafficked or deported children, provides basic services and facilitates family reunions. 
Sick children are referred to Haradh Hospital or to the IOM center. In August/July, MoSAL monitored 27 
children who were re-united with their families. This year, MoSAL has received 480 reports of 
unaccompanied children at the center. 

 Camp Coordination, Camp Management/Emergency Shelter/Non-Food Items 

 The IDP camp manager in Haradh, Islamic Relief, conducted a three-day human rights workshop targeting 
service providers in the camps. It aimed to increase knowledge and understanding of IDP rights.  

 Yemen Family Care Association is planning to construct 170 transitional shelter units for IDPs from Al 
Mazraq who are opting for local integration. 20 per cent of beneficiaries will be the most vulnerable from 
the host community in the project areas. A recent survey by UNHCR and other partners found 103 families 
which have opted to locally integrate in Al Mazraq village (outside camps).  

 Vision Hope International presented to the sub-Cluster an ERF project proposal to construct 270 
transitional shelter units for IDPs who have spontaneously returned to Mustaba and Khayran Al Muharraq 
Districts, Hajjah.  

 Norwegian Refugee Council is planning to launch a new shelter intervention to construct 420 transitional 
shelters in Haradh and Abs Districts, Hajjah. To be launched in coordination with local authorities it will 
target IDPs and vulnerable households in the host communities.  

Coordination: Activities, challenges and solutions  

 The Area Humanitarian Country Team (AHCT) has decided to develop a sub-national level contingency 
plan to ensure there is collective emergency preparedness and response planning in anticipation of floods 
due to the rains expected September. Sub-clusters are currently conducting internal consultations on the 
matter. 

 The Food Security, Health, Nutrition; CCCM/Shelter/NFIs, and WASH Clusters and the Gender-Based 
Violence (GBV) and Child Protection Working Groups held coordination meetings in Hajjah in August. One 
key concern is the deterioration of the nutritional status in IDP camps despite significant efforts by aid 
agencies. In response, the Nutrition Cluster is scaling up its activities. In September, UNICEF will increase 
support to the Government Health Office in Hajjah by providing supplies for Severe Acute Malnutrition 
(SAM) and operational support to treat malnourished children and lactating/pregnant mothers for three 
months in IDPs camps in Haradh. WFP will provide high nutrient food supplies to all children and mothers 

with Moderate Acute Malnutrition (MAM) in both IDPs and host communities . 

 The CCCM/Emergency Shelter/NFI sub-Cluster plan to improve linkages between planned shelter projects 
and the durable solutions initiative, to ensure adequate support for the return of IDPs. So far, 1,148 families 
in Al Mazraq have expressed their intentions to return, with majority of them indicating Al Dhaher and 
Haydan Districts in Sa’ada Governorate as their areas of origin. 

 During a visit by the HC and the OCHA Head of Office to Haradh in April, a gap in protection response was 
observed regarding assistance provided to children who have been returned from Saudi Arabia. DRC, with 
the support of UNICEF, has established a presence in Haradh. UNICEF is expected to phase out from 
Haradh to strengthen its office in Al Hudaydah, so INTERSOS has taken over leadership of the GBV 
Working Group. 

 The GBV Working Group and the Child Protection Working Group combined their meetings in August to 
avoid multiple meetings. The two groups are developing common reporting tools (e.g. 3Ws to map 
services, training plans and streamline their efforts in the IDP camps). 
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 The Food Cluster presented the CFSS report to partners. WFP plans to scale down its relief operations in 
the near future while greater focus will be put on asset creation and livelihood support activities as part of 

its Protracted Relief Operations programme . 

 Armed men disrupted food distribution and sabotaged water pipelines for IDPs in July and August. On 25 
August, the AHCT in Haradh met the local authorities to discuss the challenges that aid agencies face in 
Hajjah. A committee consisting of UNICEF, GARWAP, OXFAM, Executive Unit and Al Mazraq water 
project management was established to address water issues. It is chaired by the Executive Unit.  Another 
committee consisting of WFP, Executive Unit, and the Security Office will address issues of providing a 
safe environment for food distributions. Local authorities (Executive Unit and District Security office) will 
avail armed guards at distribution points to ensure the safety of aid workers and beneficiaries. For the first 
time, guards were sent to a distribution point in Haradh on 25th August.   


