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Humanitarian Highlights 

 160,525 children under 5 years were 

vaccinated against polio in the 15 districts 

of Sa’ada Governorate. This reflects about 

91% coverage of the total children targeted 

during the campaign.   

 Four schools were rehabilitated by 

UNICEF with funding from the Global 

Partnership for Education and handed over 

by UNICEF to the department of education.  

Overview of Humanitarian 

Response 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

 3,800 people have access to clean water after the completion of Haydan water network in Sa’ada. The 

project which is co-funded by UNICEF and OXFAM and implemented by Al Atta (Local NGO) is composed 

of two water tanks and a 5,000 meter distribution pipeline network. 

 900 water filters and 900 hygiene kits will be distributed to war-affected communities in Harf Sufyan by 

IHUK with support from UNICEF. 66 IDP families from Amran have received hygiene kits and water filters 

in Sa’ada from UNICEF. 

 In Amran, to establish the impact of the recent conflict on water infrastructure, a technical assessment was 

conducted by GARWAP and EU where four water systems were found have been damaged and in need of 

rehabilitation. Three of the water systems are in Iyal Surayh and one in Al-Dhabr village, Amran District. 

 1,450 houeholds received hygiene kits; 56 IDP families in the transit camps in Amran continue to receive 

water and participate in hygiene awareness sessions. 53 health and hygiene awareness sessions were 

conducted in Al Ashah, Al Qaflah and Harf Sufyan Districts. 

 Health 

 The Ministry of Public Health (MoPH) vaccinated 160,525 children against polio. The campaign supported 

by WHO, reached 94% of 170,000 children targeted in the 15 districts of Sa’ada. Partners indicate that 

acceptance among the communities to have their children vaccinated has increased. The campaign is in 

addition to routine vaccination at the hospitals and health facilities.  

 320 women received antenatal care, 70 deliveries were assisted and 40 women received postnatal care 

from health facilities operated by the MoPH. 

 
Source: OCHA  
The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not 
imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. 
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 In order to alleviate the acute shortage of health 

personnel in the governorate, WHO supports 58 health 

personnel and 13 support staff to keep three hospitals 

and five health centers running to address the health 

needs of communities in eight districts. This is in 

addition to providing drugs and vaccines. 

 In Amran, WHO has allocated $US500,000 to support 

the 22 May hospital with medical equipment, three 

ambulances and other medical supplies including 

drugs.  

 Refresher training sessions on reproductive health, 

communicable diseases were concluded for health personnel including community volunteers in As Sawd, 

As Sudah, Maswar and Iyal Surayh Districts.  

 Nutrition 

 96 outpatient therapeutic centers (OTPs) and 28 supplementary feeding (SFPs) centers are operational in 

all the 15 districts in Sa’ada, addressing malnutrition among children, pregnant and lactating mothers. Save 

the Children International (SCI) and Islamic Relief Yemen (IRY) are supporting 11 and 17 OTPs 

respectively. UNICEF provides nutrition supplies, medicine and hygiene kits to all OTPs in addition to 

paying incentives to health personnel in health facilities facing acute shortage of staff.  

 Four mobile clinics are providing integrated nutrition and health services covering 24 locations in six 

districts of Sa’ada, The mobile clinics, supported by UNICEF provide communities residing in remote parts 

of the governorate, with access to nutrition and health care. 

 44 community health volunteers were trained by IRY to support nutrition interventions through screening 

and referral of malnourished children to OTPs and SFPs.   

 Health officials in Sa’ada participated in the launch of the community health volunteers program (CHV). 

With support from UNICEF, the CHVs program endeavors to build the capacity 400 CHVs in three districts 

of Sa’ada.  

 With support from UNICEF, 80 health workers were trained on the management of malnutrition at OTPs. 

48 health workers were also trained on integrated management of childhood illnesses (IMCI). 

 UNICEF has completed the rehabilitation of a temporary health unit, which provides primary health care 

services to marginalized communities in Sa’ada city. The health unit focuses on providing health and 

nutrition services (OTP, EPI, RH and IMCI).   

 UNICEF and Humanitarian Aid for Development (HAD) have finalized a partnership agreement  which will 

pave the way for HAD to implement a large scale integrated health and nutrition intervention in four districts 

(Al Humaydat, Rajuzah, Bart Al Anan and Kharab Al Marashi) of Al Jawf.  

Protection 

 The IDPs Community Centre received 147 individuals (50 males and 97 females). 49 were provided with 

social counseling, 109 with psychological counseling and seven with legal counseling. In addition, three 

awareness sessions were conducted for all them on the importance of education, personal hygiene and the 

services provided at the center. 

 98 cases (individuals and families) were referred to humanitarian actors and service providers in Sa’ada, 

including 86 cases to UNHCR/Al Amal for NFIs assistance (82 of them IDPs from Amran); seven to the 

Republic Hospital for psychiatric and medical care; two to Al Salam Hospital for medical care; two to 

Disability Association for medical kits and long term care and one to MSF for medical assistance. 27 field 

visits were conducted to verify vulnerable cases in Al Talh, Old Sa’ada town and Rahban. 

 
Polio Vaccination. Photo: WHO  
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 In Amran, to mitigate against the impact of mines and UXOs, 1,350 children attended mine risk education 

sessions in Jabal Iyal Yazid and Amran Districts. The protection cluster has established networks through 

which grave violations against children and women can be monitored and reported in the districts affected 

by the conflict (Huth, Jabal Iyal Yazid, Iyal Surayh, Al Qaflah, Al Ashah- and Raydah). 

 In Al Jawf, 47 IDP families received a one-off food ration (one-month supply), hygiene kits and reproductive 

health individual delivery kits in Al Maton District from Al Ghayl. 

 Camp Coordination, Camp Management/Emergency Shelter/Non-Food Items 

 82 families displaced from Amran have been registered at the IDPs Community Center in Sa’ada, where 
they are being assessed and verified by the joint assessment team of UNHCR’s implementing partner, Al 
Amal and the Executive Council. They will soon receive blankets, mattresses and cooking sets in addition 
to tents (the latter if needed). 

 Education 

 UNICEF completed the rehabilitation of four schools in 

Majz, As Safra and Sahar Districts of Sa’ada. The 

schools will provide a safe learning environment to 788 

girls and 433 boys. They are part of 35 schools 

rehabilitated with funding from the Global Partnership 

for Education. 

 UNICEF has disbursed US$34,000 to 34 child friendly 

schools in Sa’ada Governorate. Each school received 

$1,000 to support the development and 

implementation of school improvement plans. This 

initiative is expected to enhance the quality of 

education for 17,066 girls and boys. UNICEF also 

conducted a WASH assessment in 30 schools in Majz, 

Razih and Sahar Districts. The assessment identified 

15 schools as falling short of the required WASH 

standards. 

 In Amran, the Education Task Force has been 

activated to ensure affected schools are open, safe 

and accessible to children in Amran City, Raydah, 

Jabal Iyal Yazid and Iyal Surayh districts. Alternative community-based learning measures are set for three 

severely damaged schools. 

Coordination: Activities, challenges and solutions  

Key activities: 

 OCHA in collaboration with UNICEF and UNHCR met with the Executive Council (EC) in which an 

understanding was reached on how to address disputes between humanitarian partners/actors and the EC. 

Issues that arise in the future will be brought to the attention of the head of the organization concerned and 

OCHA, to provide an opportunity to discuss and reach a common agreement and avoid the current practice 

where the EC makes drastic unilateral decisions.  

 OCHA has finalized the first draft of the contingency plan for Sa’ada Governorate. The draft has been 

shared with all sub-national Cluster Coordinators for comments/review and further preparation of the 

response plans.  

 OCHA analyzed community needs assessment findings in Haydan and Al Dhaher Districts and villages of 

return. The analysis highlights community priority needs and gaps.  

 

 
Khawla Girls School in Majz before and after rehabilitation.  
Photo: UNICEF 
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 OCHA is taking the lead in rolling out a rapid assessment questionnaire (tool) to assess the needs of 

communities affected by conflict in Al Jawf. The tool will be used to conduct a joint rapid assessment in the 

districts affected by conflict in the Al Jawf. 

Challenges: 

 Third population catchment areas are far and difficult to reach due to the poor road conditions. 

 Only 28 SFPs supported by SCI and IRY are currently operational in Sa’ada. There is a need to scale up 

SFP interventions to adequately address moderate acute malnutrition among children. 

 Lack of support from the local authorities for community based interventions. 

 The Executive Council (EC) delayed a joint Child Protection/Education assessment by UNICEF to assess 

the situation in 63 schools in areas affected by conflict.  

 Most of the staff of the EC and other key partners were not available during the month of August leading to 

the postponement of the CCCM/NFIs/Shelter cluster meeting. As a result, the rehabilitation of houses for 

the returnees has been delayed and the finalization of the assessment report on the IDPs in Mandabah 

awaits input from the EC before humanitarian assistance can be delivered. 

 The Protection Cluster working group meeting was not held due to the absence of the sub-national Cluster 

Coordinator who has been out on leave. The cluster meetings are expected to resume in September upon 

her arrival.  


