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North = Sa’ada, Hajjah and Hodeida

Centre = Sana’a, Amran

South = Taizz, Lahj, Aden

Field Offices

FUNDING
For our response in 2016 

we are appealing for :

KEY FACTS

So far we have received 
for 2016 programming:

People in need of 
humanitarian assistance

Children in need
of humanitarian assistance

Children out of 
school

Food insecure 
people 

People lacking basic 
health care services

People in need of
water, sanitation
and hygiene support

$42,3 million

21.2 m

9.9 m

2.2 m

14.1 m

14.1 m

19.4 m

3.1 m

 
$30,2 million

 

BENEFICIARIESOPERATIONAL SECTORS

People that have 
been internally displaced

 

 
 

 
 

 

Target (2016)

Our target in 2016:
Children  408,000
All beneficiaries  800,000
       
Numbers reached in 2015
Children   481,686
All beneficiaries   983,034

Updated:   September 2016

Humanitarian Response
Despite the incredibly difficult circumstances for our 400 national staff in Yemen – many of whom have been displaced themselves due to 
ongoing airstrikes and damage suffered to their homes – we are responding to the dire humanitarian crisis with Food Security and 
Livelihoods, Child Protection, Nutrition, Health, WASH and support for Education programming in eight of the affected governorates.  
Since March 2015 we have reached over 1,085,377 people, including nearly 614,315 children

including 1.5 million children

including  4.6 million children

including  1.4 million children

including 8 million children



YEMENYEMEN
Since March 2015, conflict in Yemen has spread to 21 of Yemen’s 22 governorates, prompting a large scale protection crisis and aggravating an already severe humanitarian 
situation brought on by years of poverty, poor governance and instability. Before the current conflict began, 61 per cent of Yemen’s population were in need of some form of 
humanitarian assistance – this number has now increased to over 80 per cent or 21.2 million people. Every day the death and injury toll continues to rise, displacement 
increases, communicable diseases – including dengue fever and malaria – spread, malnutrition rates grow, and civilians face a severe lack of access to basic healthcare and 
WASH. Yet while the situation is dire, there is hope. Our teams are on the ground doing whatever it takes, working in volatile and unpredictable conditions, to reach children 
who need our help the most.

Prior to the conflict, Yemen relied on imports for %90 of 
its food commodities. However, a Saudi imposed blockade 
has restricted commercial and food imports across the 
country, resulting in the looming risk of famine.

Today almost half of Yemen’s population of 25 million is 
facing food insecurity classified as IPC phase 3 (crisis) or 4 
(emergency). 

The international community must act now to prevent the 
situation from deteriorating further, or tens of thousands 
of children may die due to malnutrition related diseases.

Save the Children is responding to the food security crisis 
in many of the worst affected areas with food distributions, 
immediate aid and longer term livelihoods programming.

The current nutrition outlook in Yemen is dire, especially 
for children under 5 years old and pregnant and lactating 
women. 

Currently 1.2 million children are moderately acutely 
malnourished and 370,000 are severely acutely malnour-
ished.

Nutrition services throughout the country have been 
affected by the conflict due to shortages of essential, 
life-saving nutrition supplies, lack of fuel and damage and 
destruction. Since the conflict escalated, 192 health 
facilities providing nutrition services have been forced to 
close.

Save the Children is responding to the needs of
children with life-saving treatment for Severe
Acute Malnutrition (SAM), targeted 
supplementary feeding, education on infant and 
young child feeding and vital micronutrient 
supplementation.

Half of Yemen’s 22 governorates are currently unable to 
provide outpatient healthcare due a shortage of supplies, 
fuel to run generators and medical staff - while substantial 
increases in the number of patients suffering from critical 
injuries and illnesses are overwhelming a health system 
already at breaking point.

Today over 15 million people (over %60 of the population) 
are in need of basic health-care assistance

To compound the situation, an outbreak of dengue fever, 
largely due to the deterioration in WASH facilities, has 
been reported in nine governorates, affecting more than 
8,000 people and resulting in over 500 deaths. The risk of 
further communicable disease outbreaks remains high 
with both suspected measles and rubella outbreaks 
currently being investigated.

Save the Children is responding to this health 
emergency through mobile health teams and 
support to fixed facilities with the distribution of 
essential medical equipment, medicines and 
supplies.

6.8 million people 
facing a food 
security 'crisis'

6 million people 
facing a food 
security 'emergen-
cy'

12.2 million people 
who are food 
insecure

Rising Malnutrition 

1.5 million children 
under 5 acutely 
malnurished.

60% patients in need of 
health assistance.

Prior to the conflict, Yemen relied on imports for 90% of 
its food commodities. However, a de-facto air and naval 
blockade imposed by coalition forces restricted commer-
cial and food imports across the country for much of 2015 
and 2016.

Today more than half of  Yemen's population of 26 million 
is facing food insecurity.

The international community must act now to prevent the 
situation from deteriorating further, with ten governorates 
currently at 'emergency' levels of food security and one 
step away from famine.

Save the Children is responding to the food securi-
ty crisis in many of the worst affected areas with 
cash and voucher distributions to meet the ever 
increasing needs in Yemen.

Since March 2015, almost 600 hospitals and health facilities 
have reportedly closed due to damage, destruction or 
shortages of critical supplies or staff. As a result of these 
closures, and increases in the number of patients suffering 
from critical injuries and illnesses, Yemen's already 
struggling health system is now at breaking point.

Today over 14 million people (including over 8 million 
children) have no access to even basic healthcare.

Save the Children is responding to this health 
emergency through operating 7 mobile health 
teams and providing support to 60 fixed health 
facilities to fixed facilities with the distribution of 
essential medical equipment, medicines and 
supplies.

14.1 million people are food 
insecure (55% of the 
population) including 7.7 
million children

7 million people are 
severely food insecure

Going Hungry Failing Health System

Humanitarian ResponseKey issues and risks



YEMEN

"Children are at huge risk of injury and death as a result of the violence. The use of explosive weapons in populated areas is causing incalculable suffering and only exacerbates 
the huge difficulties of operating in a context of full-on warfare. It is crucial that all parties to the conflict immediately end the violence and seek a negotiated solution to the 
conflict. Access to humanitarian aid must be prioritised and all efforts must be taken to ensure that civilians, and particularly children, are protected and spared from the 
effects of the violence" says Edward Santiago, Country Director for Save the Children, Yemen.

Thousands of children are dealing  with daily traumatic 
experiences which will undoubtedly have a detrimental 
effect on their mental health in the short and long-term. 
Hundreds have seen friends and families injured or killed. 
Approximately 1.4 million children have been displaced.

Now, many are in need of psychosocial support so they 
can develop a sense of routine, build friendships again and 
form meaningful relationships in what are often chaotic 
circumstances. 

Furthermore, grave violations against children such as 
recruitment into armed groups, killing and maiming, denial 
of humanitarian access, and attacks on schools and 
hospitals are being reported on a regular basis.

Save the Children is responding to the needs of
children with psychosocial support, case manage-
ment,awareness raising and mine risk reduction,
and is seeking to expand our response further.

Almost 20 million people currently lack access to clean 
water; many simply due to severe fuel shortages. 

Elsewhere, damaged water pumps have forced people to 
resort to water collection from unprotected and 
abandoned wells.  Water trucks are unable to make deliver-
ies due to fuel shortages and the ensuing high price of 
water is proving a major concern for poor households.

The violence is showing no signs of abating, millions  face 
the prospect of going without safe drinking water, latrines, 
and bathing facilities. Urgent water, sanitation and hygiene 
support is required to ensure thousands don’t go thirsty 
or succumb to water-borne diseases.

In response, Save the Children is conducting water
quality monitoring tests, rehabilitating water and
sanitation facilities and distributing hygiene kits,
water storage tanks and water filters.

Every child has the right to education, including in Emergen-
cies and Conflict contexts. In Yemen, 2.2 million children 
remain out of school: 350,000 as a result of the conflict 
and 1.8 million children that were already out before 
March 2015.

A prolonged absence from school will likely have serious 
effects on these children’s futures. It also means children 
are more vulnerable as they are not in the protective and 
regular environment of a school.  

Despite the huge needs, the Education Cluster's 
2016 appeal is currently 3% funded. In the coming 
months we hope to scale-up our education 
response and advocacy in favour of education in 
emergencies to ensure children’s needs are met.

We are integrating education and child protection 
programmes in Lahj and Aden, providing children and their 
families with awareness raising sessions on mine risk educa-
tion and unexploded ordnance. We will keep advocating 
with donors to increase their funding for education in 
emergencies to ensure children's rights and needs are met 
in Yemen.

Grave Violations Going Thirsty Education Under Attack

Failing Health System 1600 schools have been closed across the country in 2015/2016

although actual numbers are likely to be much higher.

85%
population without 

access to safe water, 
sanitation and 

hygiene

0 100 200 300 400 500

1,162 Killed 

1,723 Injured

1000+ Recruited

Humanitarian ResponseKey issues and risks


