
 
 

Situation Update on Displaced People from eastern Aleppo City 
As of 16 December, 2016 

 
Humanitarian situation has reached unprecedented levels in eastern Aleppo City which became inaccessible since 
last July. WFP and cross-border partners have distributed half rations until the stocks ended on 13th of November; just 
one cross border actor remained with few stocks and could distribute 626 food baskets on 4 th of December, and the 
rest of the stocks were eventually lost due to the increase of clashes. An estimated 40,000 people have been displaced 
from north-eastern neighborhoods since 27th of November to western Aleppo City. This includes more than 13,500 
people in Jibreen, a Government-held area to the east of eastern Aleppo city; more than 10,000 people in collective 
shelters in Sheikh Maqsoud, a Kurdish enclave north of eastern Aleppo city; as well as thousands of returnees who 
came back to their homes in northern parts of eastern Aleppo City (Hanano) and others who are displaced or still living 
within besieged southern locations of eastern Aleppo itself. Partners on ground report that IDPs and returnees (majority 
of whom are women and children) fled the fighting in besieged parts of eastern Aleppo City with nothing more than the 
clothes on their back and a few essentials. The situation inside eastern Aleppo City is extremely fluid and as fighting 
continues, figures of displaced people are likely to be increased on a daily basis. The food security situation for people 
who are still trapped in the besieged part of eastern Aleppo City as well as people who are feeling is dramatically 
deteriorating, raising major concerns of imminent hunger and food insecurity if not adequately assisted.  
 

Needs  

Based on key informants feedback from among the IDPs in western Aleppo City who fled the long siege it was reported 
that people in eastern Aleppo City are struggling to survive and are facing hunger. Extremely poor access to income, 
markets and food is reported along with many severe coping strategies such as selling assets for food and in some 
cases selling a car for purchasing a couple kilograms of food. Moreover, many severe cases for begging among 
children were also reported.  Key informants also indicated that many households were reducing/skipping meals, giving 
preference to children for food consumption and collecting wild vegetables and even consuming expired food. As per 
nutrition sector (Syria hub update #7), out of 8,400 women and children who were screened to date through MUAC 
measurement for malnutrition 582 (432 children under five and 150 pregnant lactating women) were identified with 
acute malnutrition and are receiving nutrition treatment. 
 
 

Food Access: Despite the varied situation among IDPs and returnees in different destinations of displacement, limited 
income sources and poor accessibility to assets or remittances are the common conditions for all of them. Therefore, 
food assistance remains the only chance for many of them to access food. Furthermore, heavy clashes are severely 
restricting transportation and households’ access to the few functional markets. 
 

 

Food Consumption: Most of the displaced and returnees households derive majority of their caloric intake from 
staples (cereals) reflecting poor access to a nutritious and balanced diet. After staples, the main sources of energy are 
oil, followed by sugar and some pulses. Die]=tary diversity is particularly low for the poorest people who have no 
access to regular income, remittances and specifically people who are still besieged in eastern Aleppo City itself where 
the situation is believed to be dire.  
 

Coping strategies: The prevalence of irreversible/extreme coping strategies among all IDPs and returnees in both 
western and eastern Aleppo city is extremely high. The majority of households are eating less preferred or poor quality 
food, eating fewer meals during the day, and limiting the meals portion size. Selling asset and in many severe cases 
asset depletion were reported as well. This, alongside lack of income and livelihoods, shortage of water and electricity 
are exerting a high pressure on the poor vulnerable households that are struggling in a dire security situation. 
 

Market Functionality: Food availability remains very scarce in all locations and markets have experienced severe 
shortfall in most food commodities in both eastern and western parts of the city. The poor functionality of markets is 
exerting further pressure on an already dismal financial situation of the poor IDP households who are unable to 
purchase essential food items due to high prices. In west Aleppo countryside where south Turkey FSL Cluster partners 
have ongoing Cash and Vouchers programmes, cash/voucher modality is likely to be used for the new arrivals; 
previous experiences with IDPs showed the  positive impact of this modality as first response in short term however 
market capacity and other feasibility factors/risks should be monitored. 
 

Recommendations for response 
 

For the short-term in the next two weeks, Ready to Eat Rations (RTER) and cooked meals are highly recommended 
considering the challenging situation for cooking where most IDPs have arrived or are likely to arrive. Supplementary 
feeding for most vulnerable is also recommended where possible. Choice of modality – in kind, cash or kind should be 
as per feasibility. Food basket distribution should take place for at least the next three months for both IDPs and 
returnees households. Protection and GBV concerns should be given serious attention before, during and after 
distribution. Close coordination with CCCM cluster (specifically for south Turkey hub), Shelter/NFI, nutrition, health and 
WASH sectors are recommended.  



 
 

Response and Preparedness  
 

Syria hub  
 

Indicative figures of assistance for the period starting from 28 November (when this current wave of displacement out 
of eastern Aleppo started) are as follows: 
 

 WFP, Monastery Saint James the Mutilated, Ihsan, Men Ajil Halab, Al Ta’alouf and Ahl Al Kheir charity associations 
and other humanitarian actors (with the overall support of SARC) are supporting public kitchens in order to provide 
meals to the registered IDPs. Hot meals are provided on daily basis reaching over 20,000 IDPs in in collective 
shelters of Jibreen, Mahalej and Hanano neighborhoods (two meals per day).  

 

 WFP provided 420 RTERs for 2,100 individuals in shelters inside western Aleppo city. Additionally, SARC and other 
humanitarian actors provided 4,000 RTERs for 20,000 individuals in Jibreen, Hanano, Mahalej (cotton factory). 

 

 WFP has provided a total of 43,950 Bread Bundles for the period 28 November to 13 December in Jibreen & Al 
Mahalej & Hanano & Sheikh Maqsoud. Households consisting of up to 3 individuals will receive one bundle a day 
and those with 4 members and above will receive two bundles per day. In addition, 2,534 bread bundles were also 
distributed to IDPs from eastern Aleppo staying with their relatives or host families inside western Aleppo city. 

 

 A total of 477 food rations (reaching 2,385 beneficiaries) have been distributed so far to families hosted by their 
relatives and families in western Aleppo.   

 

 Comparing the current caseload with the available stocks (including ongoing activities), there are no immediate 
gaps: WFP has 19,600 RTERs, 17,000 food rations and 308 MT of wheat flour already prepositioned as emergency 
stock in western Aleppo City. Other humanitarian partners have also indicated that they will be able to urgently 
dispatch food rations and RTERs to Aleppo if required. 

 
South Turkey hub  
 

 Sixteen Cluster partners including WFP reported several stocks in Aleppo and Idleb governorates in order to cover 
the immediate food needs of the displaced people expected to arrive from eastern Aleppo City (with evacuations 
ongoing from 15 December).  

 From the first wave of evacuation, people arrived to some locations but the number of expected arrivals is going to 
increase even though not clear yet.  

 The summary below provides readiness with various modalities for assistance in multiple locations where people 
are expected to arrive:   

 

Governorate Sub-District Activity Type Modality Stocks HH  People 

Aleppo Atareb\أتارب Bread in-kind   3500 17500 

Aleppo Atareb\أتارب Cooked Meals in-kind   2000 10000 

Aleppo Atareb\أتارب Flour  in-kind   4160 25000 

Aleppo Atareb\أتارب Food Basket cash 2100 2100 12600 

Aleppo Atareb\أتارب Food Basket in-kind 7697 7747 46567 

Aleppo Atareb\أتارب Mixed Food items  in-kind 12218 4000 20000  

Aleppo Atareb\أتارب RTERs in-kind 6550 6550 32750  

Aleppo Azaz RTERs in-kind  564 564 2820  

Aleppo Daret Azza\دارة عزة RTERs in-kind  185 185 925  

Aleppo 
Jebel Saman\ مركز جبل

 سمعان
RTERs in-kind 100 100 500 

Idleb Dana\دانا Food Basket in-kind 2000 2000 12000 

Idleb Dana\دانا Cooked Meals in-kind  10000    

Idleb Dana\دانا RTERs in-kind 11064 8990 15320 

Idleb Harim\مركز حارم RTERs in-kind 880 880 4400 

Idleb Saraqab\سراقب Bread in-kind   15000 75000 

Idleb Saraqab\سراقب Food Basket in-kind 2560 2560 12800 

Idleb Saraqab\سراقب RTERs in-kind 3000 3000 15000 

 


