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Situation overview
• Humanitarian assessments carried out from 8-9 September in two new locations 

within Jonglei’s Pibor County estimate that tens of thousands more people may be in 
need of assistance in Moloktoch and Ngathibonga areas.

• Partners continued to respond to the needs of people affected by armed hostilities 
and inter-communal violence in Dorein, Gumuruk and Labrab. Partners commenced 
distribution of the second round of food rations on 12 September. 

• Aid agencies responded to the needs of 32,000 people affected by fl oods in six 
states, by providing food, household items and medical assistance. 

Challenges, needs and response
Aid organizations reached more people in Pibor County
Inter-agency needs assessments con-
ducted on 8 and 9 September in two new 
locations within Jonglei’s Pibor County 
estimated that tens of thousands more 
people may be in need of humanitarian 
assistance.

In the Ngathibonga area on the east of 
Pibor river, the asessment team esti-
mated that between 25,000 and 30,000 
people were located on both sides of 
the Pibor river stretching from Likuan-
gule payam. Communities in Ngath-
ibonga area reported having suffered 
repeated incidents of armed hostilities 
and inter-communal violence. Over 
the last 18 months the communities 
experienced considerable direct 
violence, with their cattle and belongings 
looted on a number of occasions.  

In Moloktoch and surrounding areas 
along the Lotila River, the assesment team estimated that 2,000 to 3,000 people may be 
in need of humanitarian assistance. Communities in this area reported that they also ex-
perienced high level of recurring violence, including inter-communal violence in July which 
displaced people from their homes.  

In this issue
Situation overview P.1

Challenges, needs and response P.1

Refugee update P.4

Returns to South Sudan P.4

Humanitarian Bulletin
South Sudan
9-15 September 2013

Heavy rains have caused fl ooding in many parts of the country 
affecting tens of thousands of people (Photo: CMD).

$1.07bn
Funding needed 
for humanitarian 
action in 2013.
(FTS.org, 15 Sept. 2013)

60%
Funding received 
against requirements 
in the Consolidated 
Appeal.
(FTS.org, 15 Sept. 2013)

3 million
People targeted by 
projects in the CAP. 
(OCHA)

223,688
Refugees living 
in South Sudan.
(UNHCR, 15 Sept. 2013)

155,703*
People internally 
displaced by violence 
since January 2013. 
(OCHA, 15 Sept. 2013)

272
Violent incidents 
since January 2013.
(OCHA, 15 Sept. 2013)

*This fi gure refl ects people who have been 
accessed and assisted only. Due to access 
constraints, this fi gure under-represents the 
actual number of people displaced by 
violence in the country.

Location of latest inter-agency assessments in Pibor County.



South Sudan Humanitarian Bulletin | 2

Partners are mobilizing to launch an additional multi-sectorial response operation to address the 
assessed needs in areas where civilians feel safer and secure. The process of identifying 
possible locations from which humanitarian assistance will be provided has already begun.

Response operation continues in Jonglei
Partners continued to respond to the needs of people affected by armed hostilities and inter-
communal violence in Dorein, Gumuruk and Labrab. 

In Dorein, distribution of water and sanitation and household items concluded on 13 Sep-
tember, reaching up to 2,740 households. In Gumuruk, a multi-cluster assessment was con-
ducted on 10 September focusing on water and sanitation, household items and emergency 
shelter. The report will inform decisions for response to identifi ed needs. Pre-positioning of 
supplies, including food was underway. 

To ensure improved supply of clean water, partners installed a Surface Water Treatment 
(SWAT) plant in Gumuruk town. A sanitation awareness campaign was conducted during 
the reporting week with partners recording an increase in the use of latrines. In Labrab, the 
second round of distribution of 15-day food rations commenced on 12 September, reaching 
over 1,000 individuals. Nutrition supplements were also provided to 157 children under the 
age of 5 years. Education partners facilitated the setting up of fi ve classes from primary one 
to primary fi ve with a total attendance of 144 pupils. A school management committee was 
also established. 

In Pibor town, where operations were suspended due to security concerns, discussions were 
on-going on the respect of humanitarian principles, ways of working and procedures in hu-
manitarian response.

TIMELINE OF KEY EVENTS
IN JONGLEI STATE
June 2011 to August 2013

June - July 2011
Inter-communal attack on 
Gumuruk, Manyabol and
Verthet in Pibor County.
Hundreds are reported killed.
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August 2011
Inter-communal attack on 
Pieri, Uror County, killing 
several hundred civilians.

December ‘11 - March ’12
Inter-communal attack on 
Pibor town. Est. 600 people
killed. Another 288 killed in 
retaliatory attacks. More than 
170,000 affected.

March 2012
Disarmament launched in 
Pibor County during which 
human rights abuses are 
committed by security forces.

June - October 2012
Over 220,000 people in 
Jonglei State affected by 
seasonal flooding.

August 2012
Clashes between South Sudan
armed forces and non-state
armed actors commence in
Pibor and Pochalla counties.
Civilians flee Likuangole.

October - November 2012
Inter-communal tension 
and skirmishes.

February 2013
Inter-communal violence in
Akobo County kills nearly 100
people and affects tens of 
thousands of people.

March 2013
South Sudan armed forces
begin a counter-offensive 
against non-state armed actors.

July 2013
Inter-communal attack in Pibor
County. The number of killed
and affected is not yet known.

April - May 2013
Tens of thousands of civilians
flee key population centres 
in Pibor County to escape 
abuses by armed actors and 
violent clashes.

Access improves. 74,000 people 
registered from Pibor County 
to receive assistance.

Mid-end July 2013

(as of  15 Sept 2013)

Aid workers speak with community members in Moloktoch in Pibor County (Photo credit: IOM)
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Children vaccinated against measles and polio in Dorein and Labrab
As part of a nationwide initiative, a three-week long measles and polio vaccination cam-
paign concluded on 7 September in Pibor County. The campaign targeted Dorein and 
Labrab areas, the centre of thousands of people displaced by recent violence.

Some 5,600 children under 5 years were vaccinated against polio and about 3,280 chil-
dren between 6 months and 5 years were vaccinated against measles. Health partners 
achieved 100 per cent of those targeted for polio and 91 per cent of those targeted for 
measles based on vaccination usage. 

All 5,600 children age fi ve years and younger were given vitamin A and 2,326 children 
between one and fi ve years were given albendazole, medicine used for the treatment of 
a variety of parasitic worm infestations. All children were issued with measles vaccination 
cards.

South Sudan has been polio free for the last four years with the last case being reported 
in June 2009. The vaccination campaigns are part of measures by partners in collabora-
tion with the government to ensure polio is eradicated.  

Flooding response underway to over 32,000 people
Heavy rains over the past weeks have caused fl ooding in most parts of the country af-
fecting tens of thousands of people. Over 32,000 people were reportedly in need of as-
sistance in Lakes, Northern Bahr el Ghazal, Upper Nile, Unity, Warrap and Western Bahr 
el Ghazal states, according to aid agency assessments. 

Humanitarian partners are responding with food, household items and medical assis-
tance based on assessed needs in some of the severely affected states. In Maiwut, Up-
per Nile, about 2,130 individuals received 15-day food rations, medical assistance and 
water purifi cation tablets to avert disease outbreaks. Partners will also prioritize water 
and sanitation and household materials. In Warrap State, almost 17,300 people were 
assessed to be in need of emergency shelter, household material and food. In Northern 

South Sudan has been 
polio free for the last 
four years with the last 
case being reported in 
June 2009.

Flooding in 2012 
affected some 340,000 
people. So far this 
year, seasonal fl oods 
have affected 32,000 
individuals.
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Bahr el Ghazal, up to 7,000 were also assessed to be in need of assistance after they 
were displaced by fl oods. Food assistance is being provided as part of ongoing food 
insecurity response. 

Assessments were being conducted in other areas that are accessible where fl ooding 
has also been reported. Humanitarian partners face access challenges in attempts to 
reach people in some affected areas, due to limited road infrastructure and lack of logis-
tics capacity. 

Government responds to fl ooding needs
The Government of South Sudan has been proactive in its efforts to respond to the 
needs of fl ood-affected people across the country including the establishment of a fl ood 
response fund. Humanitarians will complement these efforts by sharing assessment in-
formation and resulting humanitarian responses with the government to enable identifi -
cation of gaps in severely affected states and prioritization of resources. 

Refugee update
Refugees relocated from Upper Nile arrive in Ajoung Thok camp

The relocation of Sudanese refugees from Malakal in Upper Nile State to the 
Ajoung Thok camp in Unity State continued during the reporting period with a to-
tal of 286 individuals being transported by truck convoys. The refugees initially trav-
elled in two boats from Malakal to Rubkona – a journey of more than 30 hours - 
where they received medical attention, food and accommodation at a transit centre. 

The fi rst road convoy set off for Ajoung Thok on 11 September, with the second departing 
three days later. At the camp, families were provided with a plot of land as well as food rations 
and humanitarian supplies. The refugees are part of a larger group of more than 2,100 in-
dividuals who began arriving in Upper Nile in July after fl eeing their homes in Sudan’s South 
Kordofan state. The population of Ajoung Thok now stands at more than 4,800 people.

Returns to South Sudan
Partners discuss way forward for 12,000 returnees in Renk 
Following the completion of a biometric registration exercise in Upper Nile’s Renk Coun-
ty, partners will meet local authorities to discuss the way forward for those returnees who 
have expressed intention to remain in Renk town as their fi nal destination.

During a biometric registration of returnees living in the four transit sites in Renk con-
ducted by partners in July and August, around 11,900 people were registered, a major 
drop from the previous estimate of 17,500 people. Findings showed that about 4,400 
individuals of those registered are willing to be transported to their fi nal destinations.

However about 7,500 individuals are not willing to be transported and prefer to stay in 
Renk town. Given this situation, there is now need for reintegration packages and land to 
ensure they can become self-reliant. 

This report was prepared by the OCHA South Sudan offi ce in collaboration with humanitarian 
partners. For inputs to the next edition or questions/comments on the current issue, please 
contact: ochasouthsudan@un.org

 

BASELINE 
INDICATORS

Est. population ‘13 
(OCHA) 11.8m

GDP per capita 
(NBS) $1,546

Pop. living below 
poverty line 
(NBHS)

50.6%

Life expectancy 
(SHHS)

42 
years

Child mortality 
(SHHS)

105/
1,000

Maternal mortality 
(SHHS)

2,054/
100,000

<5 global acute 
malnutrition (NBS) 18.1%

Adult literacy 
(NBS) 27%

Net enrolement 
secondary 
education (EMIS)

1.6%

Households using 
improved sanita-
tion (SHHS)

7.4%

Households with 
improved drinking 
water sources 
(SHHS)

68.7%

So far in 2013, 71,000 
returnees have arrived 
back to South Sudan 
from Sudan. Some 
1.9 million people have 
returned since 2007.


