
 
National Needs Assessment Update 
The national needs assessment has concluded with regional authorities in all assessed areas debriefed by the 
assessment teams. As per the agreement reached at the Strategy-level Multi-Agency Coordination Meeting on 29 
November, a federal level debriefing is tentatively scheduled for 3 January (to be confirmed). The results of the 
assessment will inform the 2013 Humanitarian Requirements Document (January-June), which is expected to be 
issued in early 2013. For more information, contact ocha-eth@un.org   

Relief Food Update 
As of 18 December, distribution of sixth round relief food, targeting 3.8 million people, reached 90 per cent. Dispatch 
of seventh round relief food, targeting 2.8 million people, also stood at 90 per cent, including 98 per cent to areas 
covered by the Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector (DRMFSS) and 83 per cent to areas covered by 
WFP (Somali Region), with dispatch completed in all areas covered by the NGO consortium Joint Emergency 
Operation (JEOP). DRMFSS and partners have agreed to distribute a “bridging” round in January 2013, with 
allocations to follow reconfirmation of the targeted caseload. For more information, contact: wfp.addisababa@wfp.org  

Nutrition Update 
Admissions of severely malnourished children to Therapeutic Feeding Programmes (TFPs) increased 15.5 per cent 
countrywide in October, rising from 24,551 in September to 28,352 children admitted at 9,587 Therapeutic Feeding 
Programme (TFP) sites in eight regions (85.8 per cent reporting). This brings total TFP admissions in 2012 to 258,934 
(85.6 per cent reporting overall). The October admission rate surpassed the July-December 2012 HRD estimate for 
the month by 120 per cent, and was the first national increase in TFP admissions reported since May 2012. 
Admissions were projected to stabilize or fluctuate slightly from November to December, with no significant decrease 
expected. Regionally, admissions remained stable at September rates in SNNPR. In Oromia, admissions increased by 
nearly 22 per cent during the month, attributed to Child Health Days screening in a number of zones. Surveys in 6 
woredas of West Harerge revealed situations of concern, in response to which GOAL and WFP strengthened nutrition 
responses. In Amhara, TFP admissions increased by 17 per cent, on top of a 27 per cent increase in September. In 
Afar, where the reporting rate remained below 80 per cent, TFP admissions also increased. Admissions fluctuated 
slightly upward in Tigray, while in Somali, low reporting once again made it difficult to characterize the regional 
nutritional situation.  

According to DRMFSS’s Emergency Nutrition Coordination Unit (ENCU), the performance of TFP services at the 
national level continued to exceed both national and Sphere standard cut-off points. ENCU also confirmed that 
112,110 moderately malnourished children under 5, and 84,921 pregnant and breastfeeding women, were enrolled in 
targeted supplementary feeding (TSF) programmes during the same month, bringing total TSF admissions to 
903,779.For more information, contact: isaackmanyama@yahoo.co.uk  

Livelihoods Response 
Nearly 1.3 million households received livelihood support between January and December 2012, including 94,721 
vulnerable households in November. Specifically, 81,087 households received assistance to improve livestock health; 
2,950 households received supplementary livestock feed or water; and 577 households were enrolled in cash-for-work 
programmes. Other support included distribution of crop seeds and other farming supplements to 225 households, 
and provision of various other types of livelihood asset protection to 9,882 households. The Humanitarian 
Requirements Document (HRD) for the second half of 2012 identified some 1.5 million households as requiring 
livelihood-related support between July and December. For more information, contact: FAO-Ethiopia@fao.org  

Refugee Update 
The Dollo Ado area of Somali Region continued to receive a large number of newly-arriving refugees from Somalia in 
the past two weeks, sustaining an increase first reported at the end of November. Between 8 and 14 December, 1,174 
new arrivals were registered in Dollo Ado, on top of 1,600 between 1 and 7 December. At the current rate, UNHCR is 
still able to absorb new arrivals into existing camps; however, the increased numbers also underscore the need to 
start site planning and development of a sixth camp in the event that this trend continues. Meanwhile, UNHCR and the 
government refugee agency, ARRA, are planning to rehabilitate and reopen the Transit Centre for use in case the new 
arrivals figure reaches more than 500 people per day, making same-day camp relocations no longer possible. In terms 
of supplies, UNHCR has sufficient core relief items (general household items) for an additional 3,000 families.  

In Beneshangul Gumuz Region in western Ethiopia, UNHCR and partners will work to relocate more than 2,000 
Sudanese refugees – the majority of whom have been living in host communities around the Gemed and Ashseshko 
areas since September 2011 – to refugee camps. ARRA identified 620 refugees without cattle or planted crops willing 
to relocate to the camps in the immediate term, while more than 2,000 others prefer to move at a later stage as they 
have cattle and/or crops to harvest. UNHCR and partners have agreed that relocation should begin after 15 January 
2013, to give time for putting appropriate logistics and protection measures in place. UNHCR also continues to 
advocate for additional land for a new camp to host those relocating from border areas, as well as new arrivals.  

Ethiopia now hosts over 371,923 refugees from Somalia (58.34 per cent), Sudan and South Sudan (23.81 per cent) 
and Eritrea (16.76 per cent), among other countries. For more information, contact: gegziabk@unhcr.org or 
prokopch@unhcr.org  
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