
 
Food Security Update 
Preliminary results of the needs assessment indicate that the meher harvest (October to December) should be near- 
to slightly above-average in most meher-cropping areas of central, western and north-western Ethiopia. This good 
harvest outlook comes despite reduced production of maize and sorghum due to irregular rainfall, both in terms of 
amount and distribution, received at both the beginning and end of the kiremt rainy season (June to September).  The 
good harvest should have a positive impact on market supply and staple food prices during the first quarter of 2013, 
with cereal prices already trending toward stability or slight declines. Further declines are expected as the harvest 
concludes and even more cereals enter the market. 

Reduced yields are likely in parts of the eastern and southern lowlands and belg-dependent areas of the central 
highlands, including in eastern Amhara, low-lying areas in eastern, southern and southeastern Tigray, most parts of 
East and West Harerge and parts of Arsi, Bale, Borena, North Shewa and West Shewa zones (Oromia Region), as 
well as the agricultural and agro-pastoralist areas in Somali Region. The below-average production is associated with 
the delayed start of the belg/gu (March-May) rains in 2012, which coincided with the preparation of land and planting 
of long-cycle crops. This led to less land being planted, long dry spells within the rainy season, and/or early withdrawal 
of the kiremt rains, as well as localized hailstorms, flash floods, water logging, and pest infestations in some areas. 
Poor and very poor households in these areas require humanitarian assistance to meet basic survival needs in the 
coming months. 

In the pastoralist lowlands, meanwhile, the recent deyr/sugum (October to December) rains largely replenished water 
sources and supported regeneration of browse and pasture, resulting in improved livestock body condition and 
production. In some areas, however, water and pasture availability remains poor, including in East and West Harerge 
and Bale zones (Oromia), Dasenech woreda of South Omo zone (SNNPR), Tselemet woreda of North Gondar zone 
(Amhara), and pockets of Afar, central and southern Somali and eastern Tigray Regions, and may not sustain 
livestock adequately beyond February 2013. Shortages of water and pasture are expected to continue until the advent 
of the next belg/gu rains and are likely to result in increasing demands for assistance, particularly provision of water 
for human and animal consumption. For more information, contract wfp.addisababa@wfp.org  

Relief Food Update 
Some 1.5 million people in priority woredas of Afar (97,511), Amhara (220,673), Harari (6000), Oromia (727,389) and 
Somali (498,845) Regions are to receive relief food rations under the ”bridging” round funded from 2012 resources 
and scheduled for distribution in January/February 2013, according to the Prioritization Committee, which finalized the 
allocation on 4 January. Beneficiaries in areas covered by WFP (Somali Region) and the NGO consortium Joint 
Emergency Operation (JEOP) will receive a full basket and full ration, while those in areas covered by the Disaster 
Risk Management and Food Security Sector (DRMFSS) will receive a half-ration of vegetable oil and full rations of all 
other commodities. For more information, contract wfp.addisababa@wfp.org  

Market Update 
Ethiopia’s year-on-year inflation dropped sharply in December, down more than 2.5 points from 15.6 per cent in 
November to 12.9 per cent, according to Ethiopia’s Central Statistics Agency. Food price inflation fell 1.6 per cent, 
from 13.4 per cent to 11.8 per cent, while non-food inflation dropped nearly five points, from 19.4 per cent to 14.6 per 
cent. December inflation was the lowest monthly rate in 2012; overall, the inflation rate has been declining gradually 
since February 2012, when it peaked at 36.3 per cent (47.4 per cent for food and 21.4 per cent for non-food). The 
drop in food prices is primarily attributed to the meher harvest reaching the market, although many other factors such 
as market structure, market inertia and international prices are also influential. For more information, contact: 
infodrmfss@dppc.gov.et  

WASH Update 
Gambella town has been without water since the beginning of December due to a mechanical failure in the town’s 
water supply system. Residents are forced to use water from the Baro River for personal and household water needs, 
putting them at heightened risk of water-related diseases. While awaiting rehabilitation of the water supply system, 
household water treatment chemicals should be distributed to prevent disease outbreaks.  
 
Meanwhile, additional, immediate needs for water trucking have been identified in several chronically water-insecure 
parts of the country, including for Fedis, Kumbi, Meyu and Midhaga Tola woredas of East Harerge, and Dawe Serer 
and Rayitu woredas of Bale zone (Oromia); Dubti, Elidar, and Kori woredas of zone 1, and Bidu and Erebti woredas of 
zone 2 (Afar); Hintalo Wajirat and Seharti Samre in South Eastern, Raya Azebo in Southern, Kafta Humera in 
Western, Shire and Shiraro in North Western, Tanqua Abergele and Wereilehi in Central, and Erob and Klite Awlalo in 
Eastern zone (Tigray). At present, there are only three trucks operating countrywide: one in Oromia (Kumbi woreda) 
and two in Afar (Dubti and Elidar woredas). For more information, contact awesterbeek@unicef.org  
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