
Situation overview
• A polio vaccination campaign reached some 533,500 children, in response to a 

polio outbreak announced by the Government on 26 September. 

• In Jonglei State, aid agencies intensifi ed efforts to reach more people affected by armed 
hostilities in Jonglei’s Pibor County.  

• Relief organizations stepped up emergency preparedness plans ahead of possible 
population movement to the Abyei area.   

Challenges, needs and response
Polio campaign reaches half a million children
A polio vaccination campaign reached 
some 533,500 children, aged 15 years 
and under. The campaign was launched 
after the Government declared a national 
health emergency on 26 September after 
confi rming three cases of polio.

Following the declaration of a polio out-
break in Eastern Equatoria and Northern 
Bahr el Ghazal states, health partners 
and State Ministries of Health launched 
emergency polio vaccination campaigns 
to prevent further spread of the polio vi-
rus.

The campaign targeted Ikotos County in 
Eastern Equatoria and Aweil South Coun-
ty in Northern Bahr el Ghazal where cases were detected. Counties such as Budi in Eastern 
Equatoria State and Gogrial East County in Warrap where polio has not been reported were 
also targeted because of their proximity to areas of the polio outbreak. Health partners pro-
vided materials and fi nancial resources to support the campaign, including conducting social 
mobilization.  

Three additional rounds of polio national immunization days are planned for all states from 
November to December. Before the outbreak, South Sudan had been polio-free for over four 
years, since the last case was reported in June 2009. 

Meanwhile, partners also supported local health authorities to respond to a measles outbreak 
in Malakal County, Upper Nile where 43 cases were reported, ten of which were confi rmed. 
Health partners conducted detailed investigations of the cases reported at Malakal Teaching 
Hospital, while supporting planned measles vaccination campaigns.
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A mother and her child wait at a health centre in Warrap State for 
nutrition treatment. (Photo credit: UNICEF) 

$1.07bn
Funding needed 
for humanitarian 
action in 2013.
(FTS.org, 6 Oct. 2013)

64%
Funding received 
against requirements 
in the Consolidated 
Appeal.
(FTS.org, 6 Oct. 2013)

3 million
People targeted by 
projects in the CAP. 
(OCHA)

224,806
Refugees living 
in South Sudan.
(UNHCR, 6 Oct. 2013)

159,130*
People internally 
displaced by violence 
since January 2013. 
(OCHA, 30 Sept. 2013)

265
Violent incidents 
since January 2013.
(OCHA, 30 Sept. 2013)

*This fi gure refl ects people who have been 
accessed and assisted only. Due to access 
constraints, this fi gure under-represents the 
actual number of people displaced by 
violence in the country.

A child receives a polio vaccination shot. (Photo credit: UNICEF)
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Aid response ongoing in Jonglei’s Pibor County

The humanitarian response continued to people affected by armed hostilities in Jonglei 
State’s Pibor County. In Gumuruk, partners reached nearly 3,000 families with household 
items, water and sanitation assistance. Education partners installed fi ve school tents to im-
prove access to education for children in the area.  

Partners worked with local health authorities to ensure that affected people have access to 
basic healthcare in Pibor town. Health partners also installed tents in Dorein and Labrab from 
where they are providing healthcare services. In addition, drugs and other medical supplies 
were delivered in these areas to ensure continued availability of health services. Over 4,300 
patients were assisted over the week. Two school tents were also installed to cater for about 
150 children in Labrab.

Following several advocacy engagements with authorities at state and national level, part-
ners may resume registration and food distribution in Pibor town next week. Registration 
teams have already been deployed, ahead of the distribution in Pibor town. Partners will 
closely monitor the situation and address any possible protection concerns. 

Partners assess possibility to launch aid operation in Jonglei’s Manzuben area
Aid agencies identifi ed an appropriate site to provide aid in Manzuben, following a recent 
assessment to identify a suitable location for launching aid operation to reach 25,000-30,000 
people assessed to be in need of assistance north of Pibor town. 

Partners reviewed three possible sites and have chosen one for the establishment of a hu-
manitarian compound. In addition to its proximity to the surrounding villages, the selected 
site offers suffi cient space for an aid camp, storage facilities and helicopter landing. Modali-
ties for a possible response are being assessed.

Riverbank fl ooding displaces 3,300 people in Warrap
An inter-agency assessment conducted in Tonj South County in Warrap State identifi ed about 
3,300 people displaced after Wanalel River burst its banks. The assessment team identifi ed 
water and sanitation, household items, emergency shelter, health, nutrition, education and 
protection as the most urgent needs for the fl ood-affected communities. Efforts by aid orga-

TIMELINE OF KEY EVENTS

IN JONGLEI STATE
June 2011 to August 2013

June - July 2011

Inter-communal attack on 

Gumuruk, Manyabol and

Verthet in Pibor County.

Hundreds are reported killed.
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August 2011

Inter-communal attack on 

Pieri, Uror County, killing 

several hundred civilians.

December ‘11 - March ’12

Inter-communal attack on 

Pibor town. Est. 600 people

killed. Another 288 killed in 

retaliatory attacks. More than 

170,000 affected.

March 2012

Disarmament launched in 

Pibor County during which 

human rights abuses are 

committed by security forces.

June - October 2012

Over 220,000 people in 

Jonglei State affected by 

seasonal flooding.

August 2012

Clashes between South Sudan

armed forces and non-state

armed actors commence in

Pibor and Pochalla counties.

Civilians flee Likuangole.

October - November 2012

Inter-communal tension 

and skirmishes.

February 2013

Inter-communal violence in

Akobo County kills nearly 100

people and affects tens of 

thousands of people.

March 2013

South Sudan armed forces

begin a counter-offensive 

against non-state armed actors.

July 2013

Inter-communal attack in Pibor

County. The number of killed

and affected is not yet known.

April - May 2013

Tens of thousands of civilians

flee key population centres 

in Pibor County to escape 

abuses by armed actors and 

violent clashes.

Access improves. 76,000 people 

registered from Pibor County 

to receive assistance.

Mid-end July 2013

(as of  29 Sept 2013)

A tent provided by health partners to local health authorities in Pibor town is being used as a medical consultancy room for 
patients. (Photo credit: OCHA)  
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nizations to deliver assistance were challenged by lack of access as the road network 
has deteriorated in most parts of Gogrial West and Tonj East and South countries. In 
Tonj South, the road between Tonj town and Thiet Payam has been cut off by fl ooding 
from Wanalel River. This means that people cannot access the market. In Gogrial West 
County the road from Kuajok to Wunrok is impassible but authorities were working on 
improving road access. Aid organizations working with local authorities are now mobiliz-
ing to respond to the identifi ed needs of the affected people as soon as access improves.

According to the authorities, the fl oods also caused structural damage to houses, roads, 
schools and health facilities. 

Food distributed to fl ood-affected communities in Lakes State
Aid organizations completed distribution of food assistance to people affected by 
fl ooding in Rumbek Centre and East in Lakes State. Approximately 8,900 people were 
recommended for food assistance by the inter-agency needs assessments, including 
families in Nyotic Agui and Nyangkot returnee settlements.  

An inter-agency needs assessment conducted in these areas two weeks ago con-
cluded that communities in Rumbek Centre and East counties, mainly in the returnee 
settlements, were in need of assistance after they were affected by fl ooding. Partners 
in other sectors also continued with response activities in all locations affected by the 
recent fl oods including providing household materials, emergency shelter, and emergency 
medical supplies.

During the fl ooding season in South Sudan, about 60 per cent of roads become impas-
sible. Historical trends indicate that less violence occurs during the rainy season, as 
people cannot move easily by land. The chart below shows the decrease in violence-
related incidents per month in 2013, highlighting the drop in violence during the rains.

Aid agencies monitor the Abyei area
Humanitarian organizations have stepped up their preparedness plans in response to  a 
reported increase in population movement to the Abyei area. 

Estimates suggest that over 2,000 individuals arrived since early September.

Aid organizations are closely monitoring the situation to ensure adequate humanitarian 
services are in place to support increased populations. To overcome potential access 
challenges as road conditions have deteriorated due to rains, partners have preposi-
tioned emergency stocks in Abyei Town and Agok. However distribution of aid to popula-
tion centres outside these two towns may be affected by lack of access. 

Humanitarian partners have continued to provide assistance to people affected by the 
May 2011 crisis in and outside the Abyei area. Currently food partners are providing food 
assistance to over 81,000 people. Partners have completed distribution of household 
items to 20,000 people and agriculture inputs to 7,000 households. Based on verifi ed 
needs, returnees intending to settle permanently in the Abyei area may be included for 
monthly rations. Health partners have ensured availability of basic healthcare services  
in major population centers with fi fteen functioning facilities. While potable clean water is 

Aid agencies assessed 
almost 130,400 people 
affected by fl oods to 
be in need of humani-
tarian assistance in 
several areas across 
the country. 
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available in areas of immediate concern, partners continue to monitor the situation to en-
sure over-crowding in population centers does not compromise hygiene and sanitation. 
Protection partners have deployed teams to track and monitor population movements.

Returns to South Sudan
About 950 returnees headed for Juba
Humanitarian organizations continued to provide onward transport assistance to South 
Sudanese returning from Sudan. A barge movement departed Renk town in Upper Nile 
State on 4 October headed for Juba carrying about 950 people. It is expected to arrive 
at Juba port in about two weeks. Most of the people on board had been residing at the 
Abayok and Mina transit sites in Renk town.

As part of ensuring that some of their needs are met, 30 hygiene promoters and pro-
tection monitoring volunteers are on board to assist in handling medical and protection 
concerns during the trip. Aid organizations will provide with onward transport assistance 
to their fi nal destinations in the Greater Bahr el Ghazal.

This report was prepared by the OCHA South Sudan offi ce in collaboration with humanitarian 
partners. For inputs to the next edition or questions/comments on the current issue, please 
contact: ochasouthsudan@un.org

 

BASELINE 
INDICATORS

Est. population ‘13 
(OCHA) 11.8m

GDP per capita 
(NBS) $1,546

Pop. living below 
poverty line 
(NBHS)

50.6%

Life expectancy 
(SHHS)

42 
years

Child mortality 
(SHHS)

105/
1,000

Maternal mortality 
(SHHS)

2,054/
100,000

<5 global acute 
malnutrition (NBS) 18.1%

Adult literacy 
(NBS) 27%

Net enrolement 
secondary 
education (EMIS)

1.6%

Households using 
improved sanita-
tion (SHHS)

7.4%

Households with 
improved drinking 
water sources 
(SHHS)

68.7%


