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Current Drought Risk Low  Medium High 

Drought Situation & EW Phase Classification 

Biophysical Indicators. 

The County received normal to below normal rainfall in the March-April-

May rainy season which was fair to poor in both temporal and spatial 

distribution. 

The current pasture and browse range from fair to poor in all species and 

parts of Agro pastoral Livelihood zone. However, the situation of pasture 

and browse deteriorated significantly in Eldas, Buna of Wajir North Wajir 

West, parts of Tarbaj and Wajir Bor area of Wajir East bordering 

Somalia. 

The overall vegetation condition declined as shown by the 3-month VCI 

decline from a value of 36.88 to 36.05 

The current state of water is at level 3 which is normal at this time of the 

year. Most of the water pans have dried up in some parts of the sub-

county such as Wajir North, Wajir West, and likewise fewer water pans 

are still holding water in other area. 

Water trekking distances for households and livestock increased 

significantly due to drying of 70% of temporary water points. The current 

average households to watering points stand at 10.2 km compared to 

previous month of 10.0km. Average grazing distances also increased from 

13.8 to 15.3 significantly as pasture become inadequate in the entire 

county. 

Socio-economic Indicators (Impact Indicators) 

The Current livestock body condition is fair to poor with a larger section 

of livestock in all species livelihood zone being below normal as 

compared to the previous months. However camel body conditions 

remained good to fair. 

Livestock market performed poorly in the county as compared to previous 

month. The current ToT stands at 60 lower than previous month of 65 due 

to low purchasing power and poor livestock body condition. Migration of 

livestock was witness as a result of insufficient pasture and water in some 

areas like in Wajir East, Elda’s, and lower North area of Buna 

Milk accessibility and availability was below normal. Milk price 

remained stable from an average of Ksh 85 per litre, therefore reducing 

milk consumption at household levels. 

.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Early Warning Phase Classification 

LIVELIHOOD ZONE EW 
PHASE 

TRENDS 

Agro-pastoral Alert Worsening 

Pastoral-Cattle  Alert Worsening 

Pastoral-All species Alarm Worsening 

Pastoral- Camel Alert Worsening 

Informal 
Employment/Business 

Alert Worsening 

County Alert Worsening 

 

Biophysical Indicators Value Normal 
ranges 

% of average (2000-14) 
rainfall (Mar-May) 

89 70-140 

VCI-3month 36.05 7-82 

State of Water Sources 3 3-6 

 

Production indicators Value Normal 
ranges 

Livestock Migration 
Pattern 

Normal Normal 

Livestock Body 
Conditions 

3-5 4-8 

Milk Production  23 13-57 

Livestock deaths (for 
drought) 

No 
death 

No death   

Crops area planted (%)  % of LTA 

 

Access Indicators Value Normal 
ranges 

Terms of Trade (ToT) 60 18-83 

Milk Consumption 16.7 15 - 60 

Water for Households 3-5 3-6 

 

Utilization indicators Value Normal 
ranges 

MUAC 17.7 25.0-40.4 

Coping Strategy Index 
(CSI) 

3.6 4-5 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                      
      The Current drought risk Situation is on alert at worsening trend with high possibility of sliding into alarm if the expected short rains 
season is not received by mid - October. However, most parts of the Wajir County will be able to wade through the dry spell   while 
employing coping strategies that are not environmentally distressing. However Buna in Wajir North, Eldas, and West part of Tarbaj are in 
alert on worsening trend and most livestock in those areas have relocated to other parts of the Wajir County with few others crossing the 
border to Marsabit County. The drought risk will be higher before the onset of the short rains which is expected to start from 3

rd
 dekad of 

October of which the rains expected will be inform of elino and throughout the short rains season which may improve the vegetation 
condition in the county. 

 

September 2015 EW PHASE 

Drought status: Alert 
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A. BIO-PHASYCAL INDICATORS 

 

1.0MEASURING DROUGHT HAZARD 

1.1METEOROLOGICAL DROUGHT 

1.1.0 Actual Rainfall  

 No rainfall was received in the month under review. 
 

 Amount of rainfall and Spatial distribution 
There were no rains received during the month under review. The previous long rains 
were received from the 3rd March until the 2nd of May. The rains were poor in both 
temporal and spatial distribution in parts of Wajir North, Eldas, Wajir North and Wajir 
West.  

 Temporal distribution 
No rainfall precipitation was received during the month under review.  

 Other Events  
The dry, cloudy and windy conditions persisted throughout the month. No major 
climatological event occurred during the month under review.  

1.1.1 Rainfall station data 

The following graph shows the average rainfall received in 17 rainfall recording stations 
across the county. 
Since the cessation of the long rains in mid-May, the county has not received rain full during 
the month. 
 

 
Figure 1: A graph of current rainfall amounts (mm) against short-term (2013-14) and 2014 

1.1.2 Standardized Precipitation Index (SPI) 

Standard Precipitation Index (SPI): The County received no traces of rainfall during the 
month under review. 
1.2 AGRICULTURAL DROUGHT 

1.2.1 Vegetation Condition Index (VCI) 

There was general deterioration in vegetation conditions from the month of August to 
September. The current average 3 month VCI index of 36.05 indicates increased vegetation 
deficit compared to August record of 36.88. While all the sub-counties have revealed decline 
in vegetation conditions, the situation was fairly better in Tarbaj and Wajir South at 44.03 and 
38.83 respectively. The 3 month VCI was 31.16 for Eldas, Wajir East 33.38, Wajir North 28.99 
and Wajir West at 34.74.  
The vegetation deficit is likely to worsen completely if the expected October short rain season 
delays. 
 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Average (2013-14) 0.0 2.2 74.2 108.3 16.1 0.6 0.0 0.0 0.0 14.9 54.9 10.1

Rainfal mm (2014) 0.0 4.4 40.5 67.5 22.1 1.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 28.3 43.0 3.7

Rainfal mm (2015) 0.0 0.0 44.9 119.5 2.1 0.0 0.5 0.0 0.0
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Figure 1: A chart of Wajir County overall 3-monthly VCI during the month of September 2015. 

 

 
Figure 2: A matrix of 3-monthly VCI for Wajir County during the month of September 2015. 

 
The vegetation Cover indexes declined from normal band to moderate drought band, a 
situation that is similar to that of the previous year same period.  
 
1.2.2 Field Observations (Pasture and Browse Conditions) 

1.2.2.1 Pasture 

Generally, The Condition of pasture ranged from fair to poor in about 85% of the county’s 
landmass where zones with fair quality and quantities of pasture are unequally distributed 
across the six sub-counties. However most of these sections in each of the sub-counties have 
poor pasture observed during these months under review, although a great amount of those 
sectors lie in Wajir North, Eldas and Wajir west. The available pasture is expected to diminish 
before onset of short rains. but the level of exhaustion will be generally influenced  by 
livestock concentration in the grazing area. Wajir South sub-county has the best pasture 
resources available mostly in the eastern parts bordering Somalia. Southern parts of Wajir 
North, West of Tarbaj, Hadado, Arbajahan and  Eldas have  the poorest pasture at this time of 
the year. The vegetation deficit is high in areas west of Wajir town. 
There were no security related constraints reported during the period under review. 
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1.2.2.2 Browse 

Browse condition ranged from fair to poor across livelihood zones with areas in Eldas, Wajir 

West, and Tarbaj west, Wajir Bor witnessing signs of pasture stress. Majority of tree and 

shrub have completely shed their leaves from the month of August and most livestock 

currently feed on shaded leaves and wilted grasses.  Though few trees like acacia family that 

have not shaded their leaves are the major resort for browser.  Availability of browse for 

these animals is also uneven and varies from one sub-county to another with the best browse 

resources being available in  upper parts of Wajir North, Tarbaj, Central and eastern parts of 

Wajir South. Other sub-counties have browse in patches which are not so reliable for large 

herds. The current browse conditions are fair to poor as compared to the condition during 

the same period last year and are expected to worsen for the months of October if short rains 

delays for the period under review. The condition of browse was reported to be deteriorating 

in extreme northern parts of Wajir North, Northern and Western parts of Wajir West, Tarbaj, 

Wajir East and Eastern parts of Wajir South.  

1.2 Hydrological Drought 

1.2.1 Water Sources  

State of Water Sources 

The state of water sources stands at level 3 with a considerable deterioration as more 

number of water points such as water pans completely dried up. Where most herders twisted 

to boreholes and shallow wells to water their livestock as communities restricted use of 

reserved open water sources for household consumption only. Quality of the water from 

majority of the open water source has deteriorated further and stands hygienic risks for 

human consumption. 

The current state of water sources is likely to worsen Completely before October rains after 

which only high yielding boreholes and shallow wells will constitute the county’s’ water 

sources for human and livestock use. Wajir town shallow wells recharge level and frequencies 

have also reduced significantly. This was attributed to over extraction and poor rainfall within 

Wajir Central.  

B. MEASURING DROUGHT IMPACT ON SOCIO-ECONOMIC INDICATORS 

2.0 PRODUCTION INDICATORS 
2.1Livestock production 

2.1.1 Livestock Migration Patterns 

Generally, there was a fair to poor availability and accessibility of both pasture and water 

across the livelihood zones with some variations across the county and even within each sub-

county. The relative availability of browse and pasture in various parts of each sub-county 

deteriorated the movement of livestock in search of adequate forage resources. Internal 

migrations were reported in Wajir North and parts of Wajir west. There was no continued 

migration from mandera into Wajir as the situation in Wajir deteriorated than it was before.  

2.1.2 Livestock Body Condition 

The general livestock body condition for camel was reported to be good to fair whereas cattle 

and goat was reported to be fair to poor across livelihood zones.  This is normal at this time 

of the year.  Cattle species was reported to have declined from fair to poor over the month 

due to pasture and water shortages stressed. Most livestock have been affected by disease 

like Black quarter for cattle, Skin and lamp diseases for goat, sheet and hemorrhagic 

Septicemia for camel. This disease has worsened livestock health condition further 

compromising the body condition of the drought stricken herds. The breeding stock are the 

worst affected by the ongoing harsh and dry conditions. 

2.1.3Livestock Diseases 

Cases of Black quarter for cattle, goat pox, skin and lamp disease for goat and sheep, and 
haemorrhagic septicaemia for camel were reported across livelihood zones. 
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There were reported cases of anthrax in camel in Basir location in Eldas sub-county. It was 
also reported in lower parts of Wajir North. CCPP was reported in Habaswein in Wajir South 
sub-county. 

2.1.4 Milk Production  

Average milk production dropped significantly from 35 litres to 23 litres in the month under 
review. The month’s deterioration in the amount produced was mainly attributed to 
weakening animal productivity due to lack of pasture and water. Pastoral cattle and some 
parts of pastoral camel have the highest milk production but the grazing fields are very far 
from Wajir Central where milk is mainly consumed.   
Milk production in informal/business livelihood zone was below normal and was therefore 
supplied from the rural centres. In all livelihood zones, camel and cows were the major 
source of milk during the month under review. 
The amount produced was within the maximum and minimum averages of production 
recorded overtime. Production generally dropped and the trend is expected to deteriorate 
till the onset of the short rains in October. 
 

 
Figure 3: A graph of the current year (2015) milk production in litres against the long-term (2006-14) 
average. 

2.1.5 Livestock deaths 

There was no drought related livestock death reported during the month under review. 
However, predation by hyena was a major cause of death among small stocks (sheep and 
goat). Most pastoral households reported that the growth of their livestock tropical unit is 
being affected by high predation.  

2.2 Rain fed Crop Production 

2.2.1 Date of Planting and Area planted 

There were no major farming activities apart from irrigated crops in Wajir Central where most 

households planted vegetables and fruits such as kale, spinach, tomatoes, water melon and 

pawpaw.  

2.2.2 Stage and Condition of food Crops 

Production and harvest for small scale subsistence irrigated farming was ongoing. The market 
was supplied with farm products during the month under review. There no food crops 
production during the month under review as maize crops and sorghum failed to mature due 
to moisture stress during the previous month.  

2.2.3 Harvest 
Maize crops performed poorly in all sub-counties following the inadequacy of the rainfall in 
the March-April-May rainfall. There was no harvest of food crops made during the month 
under review. However there was harvest of water melons and tomatoes in few areas where 
farms were irrigated using shallow wells. 
 
C. ACCESS INDICATORS 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept oct Nov Dec

Average (2006-14) 43.3 41.7 72.3 70.9 77.8 53.6 53.0 36.3 31.7 32.6 38.8 38.2

Max 89 98 104 87 100 67 67 57 43 43 53 69

Min 12 19 20 25 36 33 33 13 13 17 20 14

Yr 2015 36 21 18 35 56 54 41 35 23
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3.1 Livestock Prices 
3.1.1Livestock Terms of Trade 

The Terms of Trade (ToT) dropped from 65 in August to 60 during the period under review. 
The slight change was due to stability in maize price and decrease in goat prices in the market 
over the month under review. 
Goats being the most preferable item for sale had decline in  price  for the period under 
review giving pastoral households better means of meeting various household expenses 
specially food requirement. 
The indicator was higher than the short-term mean and consequently lower than the 
maximum value attained. The county’s food security is therefore deteriorating since the 
Terms of Trade for the county are expected to deteriorate during the next one month and the 
situation may improve during the short rains in October to December. 
 

 
Figure 4: A graph of current Terms of Trade against the long term (2007-2014) mean prices 

 

3.1.2 Cattle Prices. 

 

 
Figure 5: A graph of cattle price against the long term (2002-14) mean prices against current year 

2015.  

The average cattle price reduced from KSh 20,438 in August to KSh 17,234 in the month 
under review. The cattle price decrease was due to declined demand in the market.  
Weakening body conditions and poor availability of pasture resource were cited to be the 
leading factors affecting the ability of large scale traders to transport purchased herds of 
cattle from local markets to the various desired destination. The market conditions are 
expected to worsen further in October where the margin of decrement is expected to be 
large if the short rains will not take off. 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Mean(2007-2014) 55 45 46 47 49 51 51 51 53 41 57 58

Max 85 63 62 77 80 62 83 65 62 65 72 72

Min 26 23 18 15 25 22 18 20 20 18 22 24

Yr 2015 39 38 40 61 75 73 71 65 60
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Year 2015 14,375 14,080 14,178 16,957 18,750 19,494 21,833 20,438 17,234

Year 2014 20,344 18,305 20,193 22,593 22,120 23,922 22,925 19,857 18,843 18,059 20,058 19,588

Average 2002-14 16535 15009 16702 18769 20582 21692 21379 20355 17988 17554 18823 17796
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Market volumes were also reported to have declined significantly as many pastoralists are 
afraid of low prices due to a general weakening of cattle; a condition that is not attractive to 
buyers, pushing demand down. 

 Highest average prices were reported in the agro-pastoral livelihood zone and lowest 
in all-species livelihood zone. 

 Average cattle prices recorded were lower than both the long-term and last year’s 
average price, indicating that market conditions are not better now than the previous 
years.  

 Market volumes are expected to deteriorate due to poor prices resulted by poor 
livestock body conditions and low purchasing power. This may further negatively 
affect the terms of trade. 

3.1.3 Small Ruminants Prices (Goats) 

 Average goat’s price declined significantly from ksh 3,401 recorded in the months of 
August to ksh 3,213 in September. 

 The decrease in prices indicates poor livestock market status largely attributed to 
poor body condition of the species in all livelihood zones. 

 Market volumes for goats were less in all markets categorized by poor turnout as 
most herders withheld their livestock due to the prevailing low prices cited in the 
market. 

 The recorded average price of goat was way above the short-term mean and within 
the minimum and maximum price levels at this time of the year. 
 

 
Figure 6: A graph of current year 2015 goat prices against the short-term mean 2011-14 

3.1.4 Camel Prices.  
The average price for a camel declined significantly from KSh.43, 475 in the months of August 
to KSh 40,362 in the months under review.   
The average price camel is higher than the long-term average of KSh.37,265 but lower than 
the average price of Kshs.40, 416 recorded similar period last year. Markets for camel are also 
unfavourable in all markets where turnover recorded was so poor due to prevailing 
unfavourable price.  Camel prices are expected to drop down slightly in the coming months 
given that their body conditions are deteriorating from good to fair in all livelihood zones.  

 The pastoral camel livelihood zone had the highest average price recorded as agro-
pastoral livelihood zone recorded the lowest.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Mean (2011-14) 2213 2079 2141 2344 2473 2524 2464 2443 2179 2236 2376 2453

Max 4050 3900 4200 4630 5325 5145 5020 5672 4280 3964 4140 4020

Min 1500 1450 1191 1419 1500 1440 1320 1280 1100 1830 2200 2550

Yr 2015 1895 1989 2017 2964 3640 3742 3751 3401 3213
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Wajir County 2015 Goat Price as compared to 2011-2014 Avarage 
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Figure 7: A graph below shows current year camel prices against the long-term (2002-14) mean 
prices 
 

3.1.5Milk Prices 

 

 
Figure 9: A graph showing the current year 2015 milk prices against the short term (2013-14) 
average. 

 

 Average milk prices was stable during the months under review, a situation that is a 
likely resultant of change in the production levels while demand for the commodity 
remained high during the months under review. 

 The commodity remained expensive in the informal employment/Business livelihood 
zone, where demand has been high at all times and mainly depends on supplies from 
the surrounding rural areas/settlements.  

 The price of milk was higher than both the LTA and the previous year’s average. 

 Prices are expected to increase given the decline in the rate of production cited in the 
month under review.  

 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Average 2002-14 40,301 36,404 39,611 40,535 42,604 44,330 44,405 40,990 37,265 36,334 39,813 35,133

Year 2014 30,280 40,625 45,648 47,011 47,352 51,520 51,347 45,742 40,416 38,833 44,625 34,725

Year 2015 30,280 28,800 27,560 40,083 44,500 46,825 45,611 43,475 40,362
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Average 2002-14

Year 2014

Year 2015

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Average 2013-14 73 81 85 73 66 67 73 76 82 77 71 76

Yr 2014 76 80 84 73 79 80 80 83 91 82 73 82

Yr 2015 101 113 116 88 73 78 80 85 85
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3.2 Price of cereals and other food products 
3.2.1 Maize 

Figure 10: A graph showing current year price of maize as compared to the short-term (2011-13) mean 
 Average price of a kilogram of dry maize was sold at ksh 54 which was slightly 

different from the mean minimum prices of Kshs. 50. The price of the commodity has 
been stable since the beginning of the year. 

 The price is normal for this time of the year as it lies within the minimum and 
maximum price and just slightly above the short-term average.  

 The commodity price is expected to stabilize within the minimum and maximum 
range price recorded previously, consequently contributing to stable food security 
situation.  

3.2.3Beans 

 The price of a kilogram of beans displayed a stable trend by Ksh 85 in the months of 
September which could be attributed to an improved supply of the pulses. 

 The period’s average price was Ksh 85 in the months under review compared to 
previous months which was 85 showing a stable trend. 

 The price of beans is equals to the short-term average and previous year’s price during 
the same period and implies that the pulse’s average price is normal for this period of 
the year. 

 The price was comparatively uniform in all livelihood zones and is expected to 
maintain negligible margin whenever price changes occurs. 
 

 
  Figure 11: A graph of 2013 price of beans against the current year 2014 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Mean(2011-2014) 43 44 43 44 46 46 47 48 51 52 55 55

Max 62 61 62 62 62 62 63 65 68 70 70 72

Min 48 49 50 50 50 51 50 50 49 50 50 50

2015 49 53 50 48 48 51 53 52 54
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Wajir County 2015 Maize prices as compared to 2011-2014 avarages 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Average 2013-14 82 85 84 80 83 82 83 84 84 83 83 82

Yr 2014 82 83 82 81 82 83 82 85 85 82 82 82

Yr 2015 85 84 85 83 84 87 87 85 85
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3.2.4 Rice 

 The price of rice displayed a stable trend where it maintained an average of Ksh 84.62 

In the months under review. 

 The price of rice was slightly above the long-term and the previous year’s price, 

exhibiting a slight change at this time of the year. 

 The commodity’s price is relatively uniform across the county and expected to be 

stable for the rest of the year.  

 
            Fig 12: A graph of the long term (2002-2014) mean price of rice against the current year 

3.3Access to Food and Water 
3.3.1 Availability of milk for household consumption 

 The average milk consumption decreased to 16.77 litres up from 17 litres recorded 
in the previous month. The amounts consumed were varied with the livelihood 
zone. 

 Consumption was much less in lower parts of the agro-pastoral livelihood zone 
where availability of milk was poor due to migrations of animals in search of better 
forage and water. Milk in some of these areas was supplied by traders from major 
grazing fields and sold at relatively higher retail price than usual. 

 The proportion of household that own livestock and are milking currently reduced in 
all livelihood zones. On average a household produced 1 to 2 litres of milk per day. 
This is normal at this time of the year. 

 Cattle and camel remained the main livestock species that produce milking that is 
consumed both in the rural and urban livelihood zones. Goat milk was available for 
consumption but very little was available amounts as opposed to camels and cows. 

 The milk consumption has dropped in trend for this time of the year and is expected 
to continue October till the onset of the rain. 

 The decreased milk consumption during the month under review was attributed to 
reduced production and availability to the major markets. 
 

3.3.2 Availability of water for household consumption 

3.3.2.1 Household access and Utilization. 

 The current distance to water sources for households increased from 10.0 km in 
August to 10.2 km in the month under review. The increment in the average 
household water distance is as a result of the declining state of water sources in 
some parts of the county where the rainfall performance was poor and below 
normal. Increased distances could also be attributed to drying up of water sources 
across livelihood zones. 

 Major water sources were water pans and shallow wells. About 85% of temporary 
sources such as water pans and lagas have completely dried up during the month 
under review which led to water trucking for some areas for some centres. The few 
water pans have less water enough for a period of one to two weeks.  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Average 2002-14 84.60 84.75 84.30 85.70 83.90 84.00 83.15 85.10 84.55 85.00 84.58 85.00

Year 2014 86.40 86.90 85.50 86.67 87.60 86.40 84.10 84.90 83.80 85.40 84.50 84.20

Yr 2015 84.60 85.40 83.30 84.00 85.00 86.00 86.00 84.00 84.62
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 Generally, Most of the available water in the open sources has completely dried up, 
of which the few remaining changed the coloration as signs of contamination, hence 
poor quality of water. 

3.3.2.2 Livestock access 

 Average distance to watering points from grazing fields had a significant change as 
the average distance increased from 13.81 km recorded in August to 15.3 km in the 
month under review.  

 The main sources of water for livestock use were mainly few water pans, boreholes 
and shallow wells.  

 Herders trekked for longer distances in pastoral all -species livelihood 
zone which recorded average distance of 15.3km in the months under 
review while 13.6km was recorded in the agro-pastoral l ivelihood zone 
in the previous months. The least trekking distance to watering point 
was at informal employment/bus iness livelihood zone where livestock 
are watered from shallow wells.  

 Livestock watering interval  reduced for all species. For camels the 
interval was reported to be 7-10days, Cattle watering interval varied between 1 to 
2 days as small stock (sheep and goat) interval ranged from2-3 days depending on 
proximity to water sources. 

 Livestock water access was poor given the deteriorating water quality and quantity 
attributed to lack of adequate recharge and drying up of water pans. 

 

D. UTILISATION INDICATORS 

4.1 Health and Nutrition Status 
4.1.1 MUAC 

 The proportion of children at risk of malnutrition increased from 17.5 % in August to 
17.7% in the month under review.  

 The rate is lower than the long term average and is normal for this time of the year. 
 

 
Figure 13: A graph of 2015 Nutritional status of children between 12-59 months against 2006-14 
long-term mean 

 
4.2.2 Malnutrition 

 There was an increase in the proportion of children under five years who are 
malnourished and those at risk of malnutrition which is clear indication of a general 
worsening of food security situation in the entire County. 

 The proportion of children at risk of malnutrition is expected to increase in the 
coming months if it delays October short rains and hence milk availability becomes 
constrained.  

 The rate is lower than the short-term average and higher than the minimum recorded 
previously for this time of the year. 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept oct Nov Dec

Mean(2006-2014) 28.3 29.0 28.5 27.1 27.8 27.8 30.9 29.9 23.9 30.3 25.9 36.3

Max 36.3 42.9 38.1 33.8 35.8 34.1 40.4 37.3 37.7 51.4 49.0 76.3

Min 24.2 19.5 26.4 23.6 18.2 16.2 25.0 22.6 14.8 24.1 15.5 14.3

2015 21.7 24.1 26.2 24.3 21.4 17.4 17.2 17.5 17.7
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 The increase in the proportion of children at risk was attributed to inadequate 
availability of milk as well as poor goat prices during the month under review.  

Health 

 Malnutrition reports for children less than 5 years: 8 children were admitted as in-

patients for Management of Severe Malnutrition. 278 new children (6-59 months) 

were admitted to the Outpatient Therapeutic Program (OTP) while 1290 children (6-

59 months) were admitted to Supplementary Feeding Programme (SFP). (Source: 

DHIS August 2015) 

Under 5 years morbidity in July was; diarrhoea (1860) ,pneumonia (1276), intestinal worms 
(601), Urinary Tract Infections (291), confirmed malaria (478), malnutrition (357), diseases of 
the skin include wounds(1153) and, Ear infections (671),  (Source: DHIS August 2015) 

 Over 5year’smorbidity in August was: diarrhoea (1348), confirmed malaria (176), 

Urinary Tract Infections (3189), pneumonia (1601), Rheumatism joint pains (951), 

and diseases of the skin including wounds (1648). (Source: DHIS August2015) 

4.2 Coping Strategy. 
4.2.1 Coping Strategy Index 

Sale of livestock was the major source of income for meeting household expenses as well as 
payment of school fees. Other sources of income included sale of wood products, sale of 
livestock products, casual labour as well as petty trading. The following are some of the 
coping strategies adopted during the period under review. No major distressful coping 
strategy employed by the community members so far. 

 Migration to within the sub county/livelihood zone. 

 Food and nutrition support services offered by various save, ALDEF and WASDA. 

 Purchasing basic food items on credit from local shops. 

 Borrowing and receiving of gifts from neighbours. 

 Engaging in casual labour in construction and service industries. 

 Financial aid and remittances from relatives working in and outside Wajir County 

 Burning charcoal and other wood materials for sale. 
 

5.0   Current Intervention Measures (Action) 
5.1 Non-food interventions. 

 Disease surveillance 

  maintenance of boreholes by Wajir County Government 

 Treatment and vaccination of livestock disease  

 Monitoring of migration of livestock by livestock and NDMA 

 Monitoring and treatment of human disease 

 Cholera control and surveillance 

 Livestock insurance 

 Cash transfers to poor households, elderly and disabled and orphaned children 

 Monitoring of malnutrition rates by health sector 
5.2 Food Aid 

 World Food Programme (WFP) protracted relief and recovery operation (PRRO) 
continued to support families.  

 Supplementary Feeding Programme (SFP) where 7,355 beneficiaries were reached. 
This programme targets malnourished child below five years and pregnant and 
lactating mothers. It is also implemented by MoH in all facilities and outreach sites 
across the county. Partners in the programme include MOH, SCI, IRK, and ALDEF.  

 School Meals Programme (SMP), where 74,530 school children received food upto 
the end of the term (MOE). The Month of August was holiday and most school 
children were at home hence no distribution.  

 Vitamin A Supplementation, Zinc Supplementation. 

 Food fortification aimed at preventing micronutrient deficiency for growth and 
development 

 Management of Acute Malnutrition (IMAM) 

 MIYCN Interventions (EBF and Timely Intro of complementary Foods). 
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6.0 Emerging Issues 
6.1 Insecurity/Conflict/Human Displacement  

There was no insecurity in the County during months under review.There was outbreak of 
cholera in Wajir Township which claimed 8 lives while over 90 were admitted for treatment. 
But now it has normalized 

6.2 Migration 

Migration of pastoralists was minimal in the rest of county though reported in Wajir North 
and some parts of Wajir West where herders have migrated to the extreme northern parts of 
Wajir North and eastern parts of Marsabit County respectively.  
The current status of migration is less compared to a similar period in the previous year which 
is normal phenomenon at this time of the year. Migration was constrained by lack of pasture 
in Isiolo. 
The migratory area movements are expected to increase in the coming months as pasture 
and browse gets depleted especially in areas where rains underperformed. The previous 
month’s Influx of livestock from Mandera has been reported across the County and this may 
increase the rate of pasture and water depletion.  
 
6.3 Food Security Prognosis 
Generally, the County food security situation is at alert on worsening trend. Wajir West, Eldas 
and part of Wajir North are the areas poorly affected by the ongoing drought conditions. All 
the food security factors showed a sign of decline apart from prices of food commodities 
which remained stable during the period under review. Environmental situations have 
worsened over the month under review and are probably to worsen further till the onset of 
October short rains. 
State of forage has been declining as it ranged from fair to poor in all livelihood zones in 
terms of quantity and quality. The available are expected to last for one to two weeks on 
average, a factor that may negatively affect animal production and body condition. State of 
water sources has also declined over the entire county especially in Wajir North, Wajir west 
and Eldas witnessing high water stress, with the drying up of open water sources, showing 
that animals will have to trek more distances in search of water from permanent water 
sources such as boreholes. 
The long distances treks are likely to affect the animal body situations negatively, thereby 
decreasing their overall productivity, a condition that will reduce the current level of food 
security. Market accessibility was good though with relatively low animal market volumes, 
signifying that pastoral household’s income is still low and therefore resulting into poor terms 
of trade.  In case of reduction in animal productivity, market prices are likely to go down, a 
situation that will raise the food insecurity. There is therefore a possible risk of increased 
food insecurity given the current trend of the environmental and production factors that are 
so crucial in maintenance of the county’s socio-economic wellbeing of households. 
 
7.0 Recommendations 
Health & Nutrition 

 Enhance HINI outreaches for hard to reach sites. 

 Prevention and control of cholera outbreak in the county. 

 Monitoring of malnutrition in the county especially Eldas and Wajir north. 

 Vitamin A supplementation through ECD and Koranic schools 

Agriculture and Livestock 

 Increase disease surveillance activities; 

 Provision of livestock concentrates to weak and breeding herds; 

 Support prevention and treatment of livestock diseases; 

 Water trucking for livestock. 

Water 

 Provision of water Treatments; 

 Prepare a contingency plan to cater for water provision services for any emergency; 

 Provide water storage facilities and clean water to schools in areas facing water 

shortages. 
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