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• The county’s Vegetation Condition Index (VCI) was 27.3 an indication of a moderate drought status while 
the Standard Precipitation Index (SPI) stood at 0.24 which was a normal situation for the period under 
review. 

• The first half of the month of October was generally characterized by mixed weather (cloudy and sunny 
conditions) and the last half was characterized by cloudy and rainy weather. Onset of the OND Short rains 
was experienced in the last dekad of the month though on a poor spatial and space distribution.  

• The condition of vegetation, forage and pastures had deteriorated to severe levels upto mid-month 
under review until onset when regeneration of pastures has been reported and observed in areas that 
received substantial amount of rain.  

• The general body conditions of all livestock species worsened, and estimated at level 2-3, in all livelihood 
zones. However the condition is expected to improve following the onset of the short rains season. 

• Availability and accessibility of water resources for livestock and human consumption deteriorated 
further but later improved in selected areas following onset of rains in some parts of the county. 
Livestock and households depended mainly on boreholes in the first and second dekad of the month until 
rains (in varied amounts and intensity) were received which shifted the dependency to water pans, 
natural, and seasonal rivers ‘raga’, natural ponds and other temporary collection points.  

• Average household return distances to water points reduced slightly to 8.2Km from 9.6Km recorded in 
September while the average water search distance from grazing areas decreased slightly to 15.5Km from 
17.9Km in September. 

• Top prevalent diseases in the county are; Diseases of the skin (incl. wounds), Pneumonia, Ear infections, 
Eye infections and Malaria,  both in persons over 5 years and children under 5 years of age. Diarrhea and 
intestinal worms was more prevalent among children under 5 years of age. Rheumatism and UTI was 
more prevalent in over 5 years category (DHIS, September 2014). 

• The proportion of children at risk, that is, children below 5years of age for MUAC <135mm increased 
from 18.4% to 19.6% the previous month. This indicated a deteriorating trend in the nutritional status in 
the county. 

• There were 383 OTP new admissions in September an increment from August figure of 282. New SFP 
admissions were 871, an increment from the August’s 663 figure. Only 1 child was admitted as being 
severely malnourished as an in-patient. (DHIS August 2014). 

• Migration of livestock continued in all livelihood zones where pastoralists who had migrated to various 
grazing fields were reported to be returning back. Internal migrations to areas which received heavy 
amounts of the rain, especially the agro-pastoral livelihood zone were largely reported.  

• The overall county drought situation was at alarm stage though the status is set to recover upon 
continuation of rains upon onset of the OND in the 3rd dekad. 
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Current interventions 
• Water trucking activity reduced to some considerable scale following reception of rainfall in several 

parts of the county. The activity went on in areas that had not received rains. The Department of 
Water newly dug water pans are expected to impound some water a situation that will improve 
water availability at the location level. 

• The County Government through Department of Water continued  equipping the completed drilled 
boreholes and consequently repaired those broken down to enhance water provision in all parts of 
the county.  

• The National Drought Contingency Fund (NDCF) from European Union (EU) through the National 
Drought Management Authority (NDMA) funded various interventions aimed at protecting 
livelihoods from effects of the current drought situation. The activities that were undertaken during 
the month under review include; 

i. Water Sector; Four Rapid Response teams constituted and ensured there prompt response to over 25 
borehole breakdowns. Fuel subsidy was also provided to over 20 water supplies and went a long way 
in reduction of water cost to pastoralists. 

ii. Livestock sector: Livestock disease surveillance has been carried out and mob up vaccination ongoing 
in all livelihood zones. Mob up vaccination of shoats and cattle against CCPP and PPR as well as 
deworming are ongoing countywide.  

iii. Deworming exercise  
• World Food Programme (WFP) protracted relief and recovery operation (PRRO) continued as outlined 

below: 
i. Supplementary Feeding Programme (SFP) with a target of 7,660 pupils in 67 health facilities. Partners 

include MOH, SCI, IRK, and ALDEF.  
ii. School Meals Programme (SMP) with 70,652 beneficiaries in 190 schools; partners include Ministry of 

Education (MOE).  
iii. General Food Programme (GFP) has been up-scaled from 111,700 to 131,700 beneficiaries. 

• Hunger Safety Net Programme phase 2 (HSNP II) paid the 9thcycle from October 2014. 
• Scenario preparedness forums by the Meteorological department in collaboration with Agricultural 

Sector Development Support Program (ASDSP) were carried out through barazas and community 
radio. 

Recommendations to County Government/CSG and national KFSSG  
1. Water harvesting and management should be highly prioritized by communities and all relevant 

stakeholders to maximize the benefits of the short rains expected to be normal or slightly above 
normal ending in mid-December.   

2. Water resources management should be prioritized and all communities sensitized about efficient 
management of the collected water resources. 

3. Procurement and distribution of aqua tabs should be fastracked to curb incidences of water borne 
diseases which are likely to occur due to consumption of water in pans, ponds and the surface run 
offs. 

4. The County Nutrition Department and stakeholders to develop strategies of countering malnutrition 
that had worsened to critical levels due to the previous effects of the drought. 

5. Livelihood building programs should be strengthened to enable communities diversify their earnings 
to boost the household and the overall food security. 

6. Strengthen peace building initiatives in the county to ensure that communities coexist in harmony to 
enable sharing of resources.  
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Rainfal mm (2013) 0 0 108 149 10 0 0 0 0 1.46 66.8 10.1
Rainfal mm (2014) 0 4.43 40.5 67.53 22.1 1.1 0 0 0 28.32
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Current year rainfall distribution against 2013 

1.0 Environmental Indicators (Stability) 
1.1 Rainfall  
Onset of the October November December (OND) short rains was experienced in the 3rd to 4th week of the 
month under review. Several parts received the rains though in varied intensity and amounts. High amounts 
were concentrated in the agro-pastoral livelihood zone, Wajir North. It was also received in the pastoral 
cattle, camel and the all-species livelihood zones on a poor spatial distribution and low intensity. The onset 
was poorly distributed in time as there were heavy downpours for 1 to 3 in areas it has been experienced 
resulting into short-lived flash floods.  The onset was normal and occurred it was reported in the weather 
forecasts of the Department of Meteorology. It was more than the amount received in October last year. 
  
Figure 1: Amount of rainfall received in Wajir County in 2014 against amounts in 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The rainfall performance is expected to be normal to above normal where optimum amounts are expected in 
the month of November. The last half of the month was characterized by mixed weather conditions with 
reduced maximum day-time temperatures of about 27oC.  
 
Standard Precipitation Index 
(SPI): The County’s SPI was 0.24 
for the month of October which 
was normal as it lay on the 
average mark.  All sub-counties 
VCI lay within the normal ranges. 

 
 

1.2 Condition of Natural Vegetation, Forage and Pasture 
Vegetation Condition Index 
(VCI): The VCI for October was 
27.83 a normal condition for the 
County though it was' 
deterioration from September’s 
VCI value of 36.56. At that VCI 
level, the county was in 
moderate drought band as 
shown in figure 2 below.  



EW Monitoring Bulletin October 2014 -Wajir County 5 
 

 
Figure 2: A matrix of October 3-monthly Vegetation Condition Index (VCI) for Wajir County 

 
In that regard, both quality and quantity of available pastures were greatly affected in all grazing fields. 
Several areas faced pasture depletion especially zones that received poor amount of MAM rains such as great 
parts Wajir West, East and South.  
The condition of vegetation is expected to improve following onset of the short rains season in several parts 
of the county. From the observation point of view, condition of natural vegetation in all livelihood zones was 
very poor for a better part of October, but the situation was reported and observed to be improving after 
regeneration of vegetation began following the onset of rains in several parts of the county.  
 

Quality: Pastures and browse quality was poor in most livelihood zones tending towards depletion 
during the month under review. Following onset of the current rains, regeneration of forage and 
pasture is fast improving across the county. Before the end of the month under review vegetation 
was already at noticeable stages of regeneration in the agro-pastoral livelihood zone which received 
heavy amounts of rain at onset, a factor that is enabling development of quality of pastures in the 
entire Wajir North.  

Quantity: There were limited amounts of pastures and browse available in all livelihood zones 
following continued deterioration of vegetation conditions. In that regard, herders all over the county 
struggled to look for animal feeds through frequent migrations and deeper entry into areas far from 
water sources for a better part of the month under review. Following the onset of rains in most parts 
of the county, quantity of pastures and forage are regenerating and are expected to improve if the 
rains perform normally.  
 

1.3 Water Sources and Availability 
1.3.1 Water Sources 
Boreholes, shallow wells and trucks remained the major sources of water both for human and livestock 
consumption till the onset of the short rains in the 3rd dekad of the month under review. Open earth pans 
were recharged to full capacity in agro-pastoral livelihood zone and are therefore the main source of water. 
Other livelihood zones such as pastoral camel, cattle and all-species also received rains which impounded 
natural water pans though partially. Boreholes in most locations were reported to be have been running for 
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
Average 2012-13 3.7 6.6 6.7 2.0 2.2 4.5 5.9 6.3 7.9 8.3 6.1 7.5
Year 2014 9.27 9.48 4.2 2.3 4.1 7.2 7.5 7.7 9.6 8.25
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more than 18 hours hours a day to meet the high demand both by animals but the burden was lifted 
considerably in all those areas where considerable amounts of rains were received before the end October. 

1.3.2 Household Access to Water  
About 65% of households in the county depended on shallow wells and boreholes for their water needs a 
situation that has changed following onset of OND rains in several parts of the county. A considerable 
number of households were relieved of the long trekking distance as the water trucking activity reduced too. 
Amounts of water available for household consumption improved and is further expected to get better in 
terms distance to water sources, as the quality and quantity improve considerably.  
 

Quality: Water obtained from boreholes and shallow wells in all livelihood zones is usually clean but 
saline in nature. Shallow wells are the most preferred source of water due to low level of salinity. The 
quality of water from pans and surface run-off is usually contaminated and is expected to cause some 
water borne diseases as households turn to its consumption following the reception of rains 

Quantity: Amounts of water available for household consumption were very low in majority parts of 
the county especially in areas that depended on water trucking and water pans where 98% of them 
had run dry including Diif and Bute which largely depened on open earth pans. On average, 
households were able to access 20 to 40 litres in a day. Households accessing water from shallow 
wells and boreholes were reported to have good access to adequate amounts of water though 
distance covered to such points was large. The scenario shifted considerably during the last dekad of 
the month following the onset of the short rains which have already impounded water in open earth 
pans.  
Distances to water points: Distances to household water slightly reduced to 8Km from 9.6Km that 
was recorded in September. The change in distances was greatly reduced in the agro-pastoral 
livelihood zone. The household water search distances are expected to reduce considerably in the 
month of November.  

    Fig 3: A graph of long-term mean distance covered by HHs to Water points against current year 2014 

1.3.3 Livestock Water Access 
Boreholes and shallow wells were the only reliable and accessible water sources for till 3rd week when several 
parts of the county received rains. Water access before that was entering into emergency as pastures forced 
pastoralists to move deeper into grazing fields. Water Users Associations (WUAs) managing various water 
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
 Average 2012-13 7.7 10.8 12.9 3.9 5.2 8.3 10.3 10.7 12.4 15.2 9.7 10.6
 Year 2014 15.4 16.5 9.0 5.4 9.8 13.6 14.6 15.8 17.9 15.5
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sources reported large populations of livestock watering daily in boreholes. Water access challenges started 
reducing and will further reduce as animals were able to access water from open earth pans and natural 
ponds in all areas that received rain during the month under review.  Frequency of watering had increased 
considerably but is now expected to reduce following the onset of the much awaited short rains season. 

Quality: Quality of water for livestock consumption varied across the county and slightly improved in 
areas that received substantial amounts of rainfall at onset. However, in the several sections of the 
county that did not receive any rain at end of October, continued to access water from boreholes. 
Quality of water is expected to improve as the rains continue in the month of November 

Quantity: Plenty of water for livestock could only be found at the medium and high yielding 
boreholes and due to high demand most of the run for over 18 hours a day in most livelihood zones. 
Livestock in grazing fields far from water sources received water through trucking interventions by 
County Government. However, this situation changed considerably upon onset of the short rains 
which impounded water in water pans, natural ponds and depressions, road depressions where 
livestock accessed it and can now access ample amounts of water without trekking for long distances 
that increased day by day. For instance, water pans in the agro-pastoral and a section of the all-
species livelihood zones were recharged partially and some fully. in other livelihood zones, no water 
had impounded in pans since they had not received substantial amounts. 

Distance to watering points from grazing areas: Average distance to watering points from grazing 
fields significantly reduced from 17.9Km to 15.5km. There was a huge variation within the livelihood 
zones as some did not receive any rain till late October, and as such pastoralists in such areas 
continued with long journeys to high yielding boreholes. The distances are however expected to 
reduce sharply in November, when most parts have received heavy downpours able to recharge 
existing water pans, holes and natural ponds. 

     Fig 4: A graph of long-term mean distance covered by HHs to Water points against current year 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.4 Insecurity/Conflict/Human displacement; No insecurity/incidences of conflict have been reported in the 
month under review in the county.  
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1.5 Migration 
Internal migration continued where pastoralists left depleted grazing fields to relatively better ones and 
some to get closer to a reliable source of water. Migration continued even after onset of rains where 
pastoralists sought to utilize collected rain water for their animals and feed their animals on newly 
regenerating vegetation. Those who had crossed into Somalia and Eastern were reported to be returning 
back following spread of news about onset of rains in several parts of Wajir County.  
 
2.0 Rural Indicators (Food Availability) 
2.1 Livestock Production  
Livestock production went down to worrying state where most animals across the county had pronounced 
weak body conditions including some camels though being a drought tolerant species. This was mainly due ot 
inability to access adequate browse and pastures. The condition further affected the markets where prices 
went down significantly. Milk production also went down to critical levels. This was due to the deteriorated 
state of pasture and browse resources since cessation of long rains and the ever increasing distances to 
reliable water points posed a big risk to animal production. However, livestock production received a boost 
following the onset of rains which will go a long way in improving the state of pastures and browse as well as 
provide easily accessible water. 

2.1.1 Livestock body condition 
The general body condition of all species ranged from level 2 to 4 in most livelihood zones. Cattle in most 
parts of the pastoral camel, cattle and all species livelihood zones had clear signs of weakness and some 
emaciated. Sheep and goats were also affected with a general mass wasting. This was attributed to the then 
limited availability of pasture and water resources which are so crucial in livestock production. However, all 
species are expected to improve significantly following onset of rains that will lead to development of quality 
and adequate amounts of pastures. 
Camel species was reported and observed to be in fair body condition in all livelihood zones. The animal body 
condition reported during the month under review was slightly worse than it was reported during the same 
period the previous year.  

2.1.2 Livestock Diseases 
Disease surveillance was carried out in all livelihood zones and heavy ectoparasite infestation was largely 
reported. Sheep and goats were heavily infested with lice while cattle and camels are hosts of ticks. There 
was also heavy burden of helminthiasis in sheep and goats. Coughing and nasal discharges were widely 
reported in goats. Mob up vaccination ongoing in the county will help reduces incidences of the endemic PPR 
and CCPP. 

2.1.3 Milk production 
Milk production decreased to 22 litres from 31 in the previous month. The production level was normal and 
12 litres below the long-term average. This pushed prices above KSh.140 per litre. Production is expected to 
rise sharply following the reception of rains in several parts of the county. Quite a great proportion of milking 
animals especially cattle and goats had stopped producing milk due to the severe drought conditions that hit 
up the month under review.  
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept oct Nov Dec
Mean(2006-2013) 44 42 76 75 88 55 55 37 32 34 39 35
Max 89 98 192 187 200 67 67 57 43 43 53 69
Min 12 19 20 25 16 33 33 13 13 17 20 14
2014 35 37 40 41 41 43 37 32 31 22
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Wajir county 2014 Milk production as compared to 2006-2013 avarages 

Fig 5: A graph of current milk production against long-term mean 2006-13 

 
2.2 Crop Production 
2.2.1 Timeliness and condition of various crop production activities 
Most farmers began planting seasonal crops following consistent signs of onset. Most had planted by end of 
the month under review and germination of seeds already in progress. 
Farmers of crops such as capsicum, spinach, and tomatoes eagerly waited for the rains to relieve them the 
increased watering intervals and were reported to be in good condition even before onset 
Paw paws were also reported to be in good condition, though the amount of water required to sustain them 
green and healthy increased considerably due to high daytime temperatures. 

2.2.2 Pests and Diseases 
There were no reports of crop destruction by pests and diseases in the month under review. Pests population 
is expected to rise following onset of the rains and might destroy crops if necessary measures are not put in 
place. 

2.2.3 Harvest 
Harvesting of fruits such as paw paws was normal and was regularly available in markets especially in Wajir 
central. Capsicum, kales and spinach harvested increased slightly as compared to the previous month. 

3.0 Access to Food  
Common food items such as maize flour (posho and sifted), rice, and pasta were available in markets at 
normal prices. Vegetables such as kales, spinach, tomatoes were also readily available in the Central but were 
in low supply in most rural markets which was a normal phenomenon at this time of the year. 

3.1 Livestock Marketing 
Livestock markets performed poorly where a low demand for all species prevailed. Access to livestock 
markets was normal in the month under review though market volumes were reported to be low as most 
pastoralists waited for onset of rains after which the animals’ body conditions are expected improve.  
However, most herders willing to sell their animals from near or far from established markets were reported 
to be able to reach the markets and sold their animals at the prevailing prices. 
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Year 2014 20,344 18,305 20,193 22,593 22,120 23,922 22,925 19,857 18,843 18,059
Average 2002-13 12726 11713 13212 14945 19043 19463 19834 20852 17132 17050 17589 16003

0

5,000

10,000

15,000

20,000

25,000

30,000

Am
ou

nt
 (K

Sh
s)

Months

Current Cattle prices Vs Longterm Average (2002-2013)

Year 2014

Average 2002-13

3.1.1 Cattle Prices 
The average cattle price decreased to KSh.18,059.00 from KSh.18,843.00 in the month of September. This 
was due to reduced demand of the cattle species due to poor body conditions. The general weakness of 
cattle in most livelihood zones is due to depleted pasture in most livelihood zones and the resultant long 
trekking distances to water points. 
 
Figure 6: The graph below indicates cattle long term mean prices against current year 2014 

  
The price is however slightly higher than the long-term average price and significantly lower than the 
previous year’s price of KSh.21,100.00 recorded at a similar period. The market conditions are expected to 
improve in November as cattle body conditions recover 

3.1.2 Goats prices 
Average price of a mature goat decreased slightly to KSh. 2,979.00 from KSh.3, 275.00 as recorded in 
September. The price is within the normal ranges almost equal to the long-term average.  
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
Year 2014 47,722 40,625 45,648 47,011 47,352 51,520 51,347 45,742 40,416 38,833
Average 2002-13 32,880 32,183 33,574 34,059 37,855 37,139 37,462 36,237 34,114 33,835 35,000 35,540
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Fig 7: The graph below shows current year 2014 goat prices against the long-term mean 2011-13 

 

The four months consecutive price decline was mainly as a result of continual deterioration of livestock 
market prices majorly influenced by low demand and steady deterioration of goat’s body condition. This is 
expected to reverse as the rainy season kicked off as month came to an end.  
Market volumes for goats were low in all markets characterized by poor turnover as most herders withheld 
them due to the unfavorable prices that prevailed and now to enable stock building as shoats recover from 
the concluded drought situation. 

3.1.3 Camel price 
The average price for a camel decreased to KSh.38,833.00 from KSh.40,416.00 in September. The continual 
price reduction was as result of poor market prices prompted by weakened body conditions an effect of the 
drought that affected the county severely for three months.  
This was however higher than the long-term average price of KSh.33,835.00 but lower than the average 
prices recorded at similar period last year. Camel markets were so unfavorable in all markets and the 
resultant turnover recorded was very poor.  Camel prices are expected to rise steadily as the animals recover 
since browse is expected to be adequate following onset of the OND short rains season. 
 
Fig 8: A graph below shows goat long term mean prices against current year 2014 
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
Mean(2011-2013) 53 53 54 55 56 56 57 58 59 61 61 62
Max 62 61 62 62 62 62 63 65 68 70 70 72
Min 48 49 50 50 50 51 50 50 50 50 50 50
2014 50 49 49 48 49 49 48 48 49 50

0
20
40
60
80

100

M
ai

ze
 p

ri
ce

 p
er

 k
g/

ks
hs Wajir County 2014 Maize prices as compared to 2011-2013 avarages

3.2 Livestock sales 
Sales of livestock were low due to the market terms in all markets accessible to Wajir pastoralists. Shoats 
were the most traded livestock species with a relatively high market volume as reported from daily markets 
in Wajir Central and other established market centres. The income gained from the sale of one goat was low 
as compared to the previous month.  
Poor prices implied a reduction in the Terms of Trade (ToT) a matter that threatened the county’s food 
security position.  

3.3 Milk consumption 
Consumption of fresh milk reduced significantly following the poor production and the resultant decline of 
supplies to all urban centres in the county. This led to high wholesale and retail prices, to some extent that 
fresh milk became unaffordable to most households with low income which had to opt for powdered milk or 
none at all.  The consumption of fresh milk is expected to improve when production increases following the 
onset of short rains in most of the county. 

3.4 Food Prices 
3.4.1 Maize 
Average price of a kilogram of dry maize grains was KSh.50.00. This was increment of KSh.1.00 from the 
September price. The price was KSh.11.00 higher than the mean price and at the lower end of the normal 
range of KSh.50-70. 
 
Fig 9: A graph showing 2014 price of maize as compared to the long-term (2011-13) mean 

 
Maize grains were not available in several centres, but the milled product ‘posho’ was available for sale by 
traders in adequate quantities.   
The price was relatively uniform across all livelihood zones where it was sold at between KSh.40.00 and 
KSh.50.00 in all centres.  

3.4.2 Posho (Maize meal) 
Price of a Kilogram of increased insignificantly to KSh.61.20 from KSh.60.00 in September.  
The price was higher than the long-term average price of KSh.57.85. The product is readily available in most 
rural centres where price varies from KSh.50.00 to KSh.70.00.The price is expected to stabilize at the current 
level in the next 2 months. 
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
Year 2014 58.50 58.80 58.50 57.90 58.80 58.52 59.80 60.00 60.00 61.20
Average 2002-13 56.55 57.60 57.70 57.80 57.00 58.40 58.25 57.80 57.45 57.85 58.40 58.60
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Fig 10: A graph of the current prices of Posho against the long-term (2002-13) average 

 

3.4.3 Rice 
Price of rice increased to KSh.85.40 from KSh.83.80 per Kg in September. The commodity’s price has 
stabilized at a close range of KSh.80.00 and KSh.90.00 across the county. 
 
Fig 11: The graph below shows the long mean price of Rice against the current year 2014 

 
 
It is expected to remain at the above range till the end of the year. The price is slightly higher than the long-
term average price of KSh.84.60. 
 
3.4.4 Other Major Purchased Food Items 
3.4.4.1 Vegetables (Cabbages, Kales, Irish Potatoes, Tomatoes, Onions) 
Price of a kilogram of tomatoes stabilized at KSh.100.00 for a better part of the month under review. 
Price of potatoes remained at KSh.50.00, whereas a Kg of onions reduced toKSh.50.00. A piece of cabbage 
was sold at KSh.100.00.  
Prices of the above commodities are normal and are expected to have slight variations should the usual 
supply systems remain uninterrupted by commodity sources or insecurity in the transport lines. 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
Year 2014 86.40 86.92 85.50 86.67 87.60 86.40 84.10 84.90 83.80 85.43
Average 2002-13 82.83 82.58 83.05 84.71 80.35 81.63 82.20 85.30 85.31 84.61 84.66 85.93
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
Mean(2007-2013) 53 43 43 43 45 46 47 48 45 44 56 56
Max 85 61 62 62 62 62 63 65 62 65 72 72
Min 26 23 18 15 25 22 18 20 20 18 22 24
2014 72 63 70 77 80 84 83 74 67 60
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Wajir County  2014 terms of trade as compared to 2007-2013 avarages

3.4.4.2 Meat 
A kilogram of meat maintained an average price of KSh.400 in Wajir Central and other market centres. The 
most commonly sold meat in Wajir is that of camel and goat species.  

 
3.5 Income 
A great proportion of residents in the county generated their income from sale of livestock and other related 
products such as meat, milk and hides & skins. Other alternative/minor sources included casual labour, small 
scale businesses, and sale of crops such as water melon, pawpaw, and vegetables from small scale irrigated 
gardens. There was no distressful coping mechanism employed by the community during the period. 

3.5.1 Livestock income 
Sale of livestock and associated products; milk, meat, and skins formed the main income for most people in 
the entire county. This was the normal source and is expected to continue for the rest of the year. Income 
from sale of livestock was affected by the prevailing unfavorable trade terms in all markets.  
Income from sales of fresh milk reduced further as the amounts produced deteriorated further following the 
worsening dry spell. 

3.5.2 Crop income 
Income from the sale of locally grown vegetables was low as production of crops such as kales, spinach, 
capsicum was very poor in the month under review.  
Income from fruits mostly paw paws has been quite uniform as compared to last month as supplies were 
confirmed to be present in the market. Sale of grass meant as feed for donkeys and goats also earned small 
scale farmers some income. 

3.5.3 Other incomes (Trade, Wages etc.) 
Sale of Fast Moving Consumer Goods (FMCG) was the most common business in most urban centres in 
addition employment in small and medium enterprises and casual labour in construction industry. Other 
wages included brokerage at the livestock markets and tea kiosks in various settlements. 

3.5.4 Terms of Trade (ToT) 
The Terms of Trade (ToT) for the county decreased down further from 67 to 60 in the month under review. It 
was however higher than the long term mean of 44. The ToT was normal as it lies in the range 18-65. 
 
Fig 12: The graph below shows ToT long term (2007-13) mean against the current year 2014 
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept oct Nov Dec
Mean(2006-2013) 30.0 30.7 30.0 28.6 31.8 29.6 30.9 31.0 24.5 31.6 27.0 38.5
Max 36.3 42.9 38.1 33.8 35.8 34.1 40.4 37.3 37.7 51.4 49.0 76.3
Min 24.2 19.5 26.4 23.6 18.2 26.2 25.0 22.6 14.8 24.1 15.5 14.3
2014 15.0 15.4 15.9 14.5 13.2 13.4 15.4 21.3 18.8 19.6
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4.0 Welfare (utilization of food)   
4.1 Nutrition Status 
The proportion of children at risk (<5years for MUAC<135mm) increased from 18.8% to 19.6% in October. 
This was a slight increment indicating further deterioration of the nutrition status among the under 5 years 
children. 
 The level is below the normal range implying an improvement of nutrition welfare in the county primarily 
due to nutrition campaigns by Ministry of Health and partners over the recent past. The rate was however 
lower than the long-term average of 31.6%.  
Nutrition status is expected to improve in the month of November following the expected increase in milk 
production in all livelihood zones following onset of the short rains season. The current and the long term 
trends are as shown in the figure below. 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig 13: A graph of 2014 Nutritional status of children btn 12-59 months against 2006-13 long-term mean 

 

4.2 Health  
• August malnutrition reports: 1 child (6-59 months) was admitted as in-patient with Severe Acute 

Malnutrition, 313 children (6-59 months) were admitted to the Outpatient Therapeutic Program (OTP) 
and 871 children (6-59 months) were admitted to Supplementary Feeding Programme (SFP). (Source: 
DHIS September 2014) 

• Under 5 years morbidity in June was; pneumonia (941), diarrhea (2374), malaria (334), diseases of the 
skin incl. wounds (957), Ear infections (640). (Source: DHIS September 2014) 

 
• Over 5year’smorbidity in June was: pneumonia (1509), confirmed malaria (538), Urinary Tract Infections 

(2328), Rheumatism joint pains (709), and diseases of the skin including wounds (1701). (Source: DHIS  
September 2014) 
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4.3 Flagged areas 
No area has gone to the extent of emergency as at October.  
 
5.0 Current intervention measures and copping strategies 

5.1 Non-food intervention 
• Provision of drugs and supplies in all health facilities continued. 
• Equipping of new boreholes as well as repair and maintenance of those broken down previously. 

5.2 Food Aid 
• Following the 2013 Short Rains Assessment, beneficiary figures were reviewed upwards from 111, 

700 to the current caseload of 131,700. 
• School feeding program for Term II is ongoing with a beneficiary caseload of 70,652 in 190 schools 

countywide. 
• Supplementary Feeding Program (SFP) implemented by MOH all over the county continued with 

support from Islamic Relief in Wajir West and North and Save the Children in Wajir South and East. 

5.3 Coping strategies 
• Internal and external migration to areas with more amounts of water, browse and pastures. 
• Purchasing basic food items on credit from local shops. 
• Financial aid and remittances from higher wellbeing relatives and families living in and out of Wajir 

County. 
• Borrowing and receiving of gifts from neighbors. 
• Engaging in casual labour in construction and service industries 
• Food and water support services offered by various NGOs and the County Government of Wajir 

6.0 Recommendations 
• Strengthen the extension services/technical assistance to small scale farmers in the county to ensure 

better development of crops for enhanced benefits. 
• Distribution of water purification tablets to households to enable them purify water fetched from open 

sources to prevent water borne diseases. 
• Strengthen programs aimed at building capacity of Water Users Associations (WUAs) across the county 

to effectively manage the expected water resources at various collection points.  This will prevent 
wastage of water resources which may be used when the January-February dry spell sets in. 

• Initiate early pasture conservation projects across the county. 
• Members of the community to be sensitized on preparation strategies against adverse effects of the 

short rains which are likely to occur; floods, water logged roads and spreading of mosquitoes in areas 
with poor drainage. 

• Initiate pilot programs such as Cash For Assets (CFA) or Cash for Work (CFW) in the vulnerable 
livelihood zones to empower the economy of the communities as well as build their resilience.  

• Upscale nutrition programs all over the county to avert further deterioration as was experienced in the 
just concluded July-October drought. 

 


