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Situation Overview         
 The county drought situation is at early phase of alarm stage on a worsening trend following the 

depressed long rains (MAM) rainfall performance. 

 The month of August marked the culmination of the cold ‘hagai’ season which was generally 

characterized by cloudy weather conditions and reduced maximum day time temperatures. No rain was 

received during the month. 

 The condition of vegetation, forage and pastures deteriorated with overall Vegetation Condition Index 

(VCI) lying in the moderate drought status band with a deteriorating trend tending to the severe drought 

status. 

 The general body conditions of all livestock species ranged from 3-5, that is, good to fair in most 

livelihood zones. The condition was noted to be deteriorating fast especially in shoats and cattle in all 

livelihood zones.  

 Availability and accessibility of water resources for livestock and human consumption continued to be a 

major challenge causing increased water search distances in all livelihood zones. Currently the County 

Government is supplying water through trucks to at least 75 centres without boreholes/water pans or 

where water pans dried up. Water scarcity is expected to worsen in the month of September which is 

characterized by hot weather. 

 Average household return distances to water points increased slightly from 7.5Km to 7.7Km. 

 Average distance from grazing areas to watering points increased to 15.8Km from 14.6Kmduring the 

previous month. 

 Top prevalent diseases in the county are; Diseases of the skin (incl. wounds), Pneumonia, and Confirmed 

Malaria,  both in persons over 5 years and children under 5 years of age. Diarrhea and intestinal worms 

was more pronounced among children under 5 years of age. Rheumatism and UTI was more prevalent in 

adults (DHIS, July2014). 

 The proportion of children at risk, that is, children below 5years of age for MUAC <135mm increased 

significantly to 17.3% from 15.5% the previous month. This indicated a deteriorating trend in the 

nutritional status in the county. 

 There were 366new OTP admissions, a reduction of 16 cases from the previous month. There were also 

671 new admissions into SFP as compared to 609in June. A total of 5 children severely malnourished with 

complications were admitted as In-patients. (DHIS July2014). 

 Migration of livestock were reported in all livelihood zones where pastoralists from the depleted parts of 

pastoral Cattle and Camel livelihood zones crossed into Somalia, those from all-species crossed into 

Marsabit and Isiolo counties. Internal migrations were also largely reported. 
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Current interventions 

 Water trucking is ongoing in over 75 centres. The Department of Water is also undertaking water 
projects countywide aimed at improving access to adequate amounts of water. 

 The County Government through Department of Water continued drilling new boreholes as well as 
equipping the completed ones and consequently repairing those broken down to enhance water 
provision in all parts of the county. 

 Passive livestock disease surveillance continued where various diseases such as PPR, CCPP were 
reported directly to the department’s office.  

 World Food Programme (WFP) protracted relief and recovery operation (PRRO) continued as outlined 
below: 

i. Supplementary Feeding Programme (SFP) with a target of 7,660 pupils in 67 health facilities. 
Partners include MOH, SCI, IRK, and ALDEF.  

ii. School Meals Programme (SMP) with 70,652 beneficiaries in 190 schools; partners include 
Ministry of Education (MOE).  

iii. General Food Programme (GFP) has been up-scaled from 111,700 to 131,700 beneficiaries. 

 County Government Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries purchased motorbikes for 

veterinary and agriculture extension officers, tractors for ploughing, in a bid to boost service delivery 

to farmers in all sub-counties. 

 County Government Ministry of Health procured 8 ambulances to boost health services delivery in 

the county. 

 Kenya Initial Rapid Assessment was carried out in the month under review to inform the situation of 

displaced households and to ascertain the level of humanitarian need. 

 Hunger Safety Net Programme phase 2 (HSNP II) continued and is expected to pay the 7th cycle in 

September 2014. 

Recommendations to County Government/CSG and national KFSSG  

1. Livestock marketing strategies are now necessary to caution pastoralists from losses due to looming 

deterioration of market terms in the county.   

2. Water resources management should be prioritized and all communities sensitized about efficient 

running of all water resources in the county to ensure effective delivery of water. 

3. Strengthen the efficiency of current reporting systems of borehole breakdowns and set up a rapid 

response teams to do timely repairs of boreholes in all parts of the county. 

4. Device mechanisms to reduce the spread of emerging diseases such as kalazar which has claimed 

several lives. 

5. The county nutrition department/stakeholders to devise immediate interventions to prevent further 

deterioration of the nutrition status among the children under 5 years and pregnant and lactating 

women (PLWs). Long term measures should also be put in place to ensure the current rates of 

malnutrition do not reoccur. 

6. Strengthen peace building initiatives in the county to prevent further conflicts at this time when most 

livelihood zones have scarce pasture and water resources. This will also ensure the communities 

affected by the recent clashes obtain space and time to restart their normal livelihood activities. 
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Rainfal mm (2013) 0 0 108 149 10 0 0 0 0 1.46 66.8 10.1

Rainfal mm (2014) 0 4.43 40.5 67.5 22.1 1.1 0 0
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1.0 Environmental Indicators (Stability) 
1.1 Rainfall  

No rainfall was received in the month under review. 
The last half of the month was characterized by mixed weather conditions with increased maximum of day-
time temperatures 24oC.These were the weather characteristics at the same time last year. High day time 
temperatures are expected to continue for the entire month of September. 
 
 Amount of rainfall received in Wajir County in 2014 against amounts in 2013 

 

1.2 Condition of Natural Vegetation, Forage and Pasture 

Natural vegetation in all livelihood zones is so poor, characterized by trees and shrubs without leaves except 
a few drought tolerant species, with partially dried bushes and partial to bare ground. The vegetation 
conditions are further degrading with the overall county VCI of 24.1, so close to the severe drought category. 
Two sub-counties are already in severe drought category, i.e. Wajir South and Wajir West. 

Wajir East and 
Elda’s are in the 
moderate drought 
band. Wajir North 
still in the no 
drought band but 
rapidly worsening 
and close to the 
moderate drought 
category. 
Both quality and 
quantity of 
available pastures 
in the grazing fields 

deteriorated, 
resulting in a 
deeper search of 
pastures to places. 

Overcrowding of animals at all water points was noted to be a challenge to the natural vegetation as the rate 
of environmental degradation was so high. 
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Quality: Pastures and browse quality ranged from fair to very poor in most livelihood zones. Most of 
the available resources are worsening day by day, due to overgrazing. Some parts of agro-pastoral 
livelihood zone have fair quality of pasture but was inaccessible to very long distances animals would 
be subjected to when watering. It was reported that greater part of the pastoral all-species livelihood 
zone has the poorest quality pastures and browse as a result of poor rains and current strong 
prevailing winds. Others affected are pastoral camel and about 60% of pastoral cattle livelihood 
zones. 

Quantity: Obtaining a grazing field with adequate amounts of pastures continued to be a challenge to 
pastoralists especially herders of cattle and shoats whose trekking ability is limited. There were 
reports from the agro-pastoral, cattle and camel livelihood zones that there were interior grazing 
fields with better quantity of pastures but were inaccessible due to the corresponding watering 
distances the pastoralists would be required to cover. In that regard, large herds of livestock were 
reported and witnessed in areas that have better pastures and close to a water source. This has led 
to an alarming rate of exhaustion of vegetation, which is an environmental concern. Some herders 
who depended on the cattle and lower parts of the camel livelihood zones were reported to have 
migrated to Somalia due to quick depletion that occurred as a result of heavy influx of pastoralists in 
the region following inter-clan conflicts.  
In general quantities of available pastures and browse are expected to get to a critical stage in a 
month’s time. This condition is worse than it was the same time the previous year but similar in 
respect to the long-term condition. 

1.3 Water Sources and Availability 
1.3.1 Water Sources 
Household water sources in most livelihood zones included boreholes, shallow wells, water trucking. Open 
earth pans are still being used in extreme agro-pastoral and selected parts of the pastoral cattle livelihood 
zone. Great proportion water for human and livestock consumption was obtained from boreholes spread 
across the county and a few areas pastoralists depended on water pans and shallow wells.  
Boreholes in most locations were reported to be running 24 hours a day to meet the high demand both by 
animals and households.  

1.3.2 Household Access to Water  

About 65% of households in the county used shallow wells and boreholes. The rest accessed water from 
water pans and water trucks.  
 

Quality: Water sourced from most boreholes is normally clean but saline in nature. Water sourced 
from most open earth pans was reported and observed to be unclean and unsafe for direct 
consumption yet people used it directly without any water treatment efforts. Shallow wells in Wajir 
County are of poor quality and require regular treatment. It was reported that little efforts were 
being undertaken to enhance quality of water being used by households in all livelihood zones. 

Quantity: Accessibility to sources with adequate amounts of water is a major challenge in all 

livelihood zones. Amounts of water resources available to each livelihood zone varied with the source 

which was a major factor reported to influencing the quantities available. Households in many parts 

of the agro-pastoral and small pockets of the pastoral cattle livelihood zones continued using open 

earth pans whose water levels deteriorated overtime. Most of them are expected to last for at most 

a month to enter into critical water shortage situation since they have no boreholes or their borehole 

water is so saline therefore not fit for human consumption. 
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Average 2012-13 3.7 6.6 6.7 2.0 2.2 4.5 5.9 6.3 7.9 8.3 6.1 7.5

Year 2014 9.27 9.48 4.2 2.3 4.1 7.2 7.5 7.7
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A graph showing long-term average distance covered by HHs to Water points against current year 2014 

 

Distances to water points: Distances to household water increased to 7.7Km from 7.5Km. The 

change was minimal in the previous month as a result of the active ongoing interventions to provide 

permanent sources of water by the County Government.  

1.3.3 Livestock Water Access 

Boreholes and shallow wells were the most reliable and accessible water sources during the month under 

review. Water pans were depended on in selected parts of Bute and Danaba in agro-pastoral and Diff and 

Burder, Eyrib in the pastoral cattle livelihood zones. Water Users Associations managing various water 

sources reported increased numbers of livestock watering at each borehole especially in zones with pastures 

and browse resources where pastoralists have migrated with their herds. Frequency of watering increased 

for all species in all livelihood zones. 

Quality: Quality of water for livestock consumption varied with the source and the livelihood zone. 

Water from boreholes especially those located within the Eastern and central parts of pastoral cattle 

and the most parts of pastoral camel livelihood zones borehole produce highly concentrated saline 

water hindering consumption by cattle and shoats. Water available from water pans for livestock 

consumption though in small pockets was reported to be of fair quality for consumption by all 

species. 

Quantity: Most medium and high yielding boreholes were reported to run for 24 hours to meet the 

demand by long queues of herds of livestock in the month under review. This came as watering 

intervals reduced for all species. Camel average watering interval was reported to range between 6 

and 10 days, whereas cattle were 3 to 4 days and shoats 1 to2 days.  

Boreholes provided adequate amount of water for livestock consumption in all livelihood zones. 

Moreover a few water pans in the agro-pastoral and pastoral cattle livelihood zones still provided 

water to a large number of herds, i.e Wajir North and few parts of Wajir South. The situation is 

normal at this time of the year but slightly worse as compared to a similar period the previous year 

and is expected to get so worse by the end September. 
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Average 2012-13 7.7 10.8 12.9 3.9 5.2 8.3 10.3 10.7 12.4 15.2 9.7 10.6

Year 2014 15.4 16.5 9.0 5.4 9.8 13.6 14.6 15.8
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Distance to watering points from grazing areas: Average distance to watering points from grazing 
fields significantly increased from 14.6Km to 15.8Km in the month under review.  The margin of 
increment was still small which could imply that most herders are settled in places with reliable 
water supplies and pastures and are not moving so far from the points for ease of access. 
The distance however varies intensely with each livelihood zone. In some parts of the county, 
pastoralists were reported to be covering more than 30Km to watering points especially in the worst 
hit zones. Pastoral camel, cattle and all-species livelihood zones had the longest distances recording 
about 26Km, 25Km and 30Km respectively. 
The distances recorded went higher than the long-term mean and also higher than distance of 
10.3Km recorded at a similar time the previous year. They are expected to increase significantly 
further as the dry spell progresses. 

 
A graph of LTA distance by livestock from grazing areas to water points against current year 2014 

 

1.4 Insecurity/Conflict/Human displacement; No insecurity cases were reported in the month under review 
in the county. However, there are still about 12,000 IDPs still in various informal displacement camps and 
host families in various centres in Eldas and Tarbaj sub-counties. Efforts of returning to normalcy by the 
affected communities were derailed following a wave of attacks in Ramu in Mandera County. The slow pace 
of peace building keeps tension high in the affected areas hindering any efforts by communities to return and 
restart their livelihoods. 

1.5 Migration 

Migration of livestock herders was reported in all livelihood zones where herders of camel especially from 
conflict hit zones led in frequency of migration as well as distances they covered. Some pastoralists in the 
depleted areas of pastoral came and all-species moved to agro-pastoral and some towards the pastoral-cattle 
livelihood zones. Out migrations into Somalia Counties were also reported in the eastern parts of the pastoral 
cattle livelihood zones.  
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2.0 Rural Indicators (Food Availability) 

2.1 Livestock Production  

Production is at risk from the current situation where pasture and browse are limited and watering distances 
increasing day by day. High birth rates of shoats was reported and confirmed in all livelihood zones but their 
growth might be hampered by the current situation. Milk production decreased further in all livelihood zones 
as the only species providing reasonable milk was camel.  Milk production by cattle and shoats is negligible.  

2.1.1 Livestock body condition 

The general body condition of all species was reported to be ranging from fair to poor in most livelihood 
zones indicating a deterioration aspect. Sheep and cattle in most parts of pastoral camel, cattle and all 
species livelihood zones were reported to have begun showing initial signs of weakness. This situation is 
expected to worsen in the month of September. 
Camel species was reported and observed to be in good body condition in all livelihood zones. The animal 
body condition reported during the month under review is slightly of lower status than it was reported during 
the same period the previous year.  

2.1.2 Livestock Diseases 

Disease surveillance continued though at a passive mode. Various disease incidences and deaths of shoats 
from infections of diseases such as PPR and CCPP were reported in most livelihood zones. Pneumonia and 
intestinal worms were reported in all species.  Disease incidences suspected to be Foot and Mouth Disease 
(FMD) in some areas in the cattle livelihood zone. Lumpy skin in cattle and shoats has also been reported in 
all livelihood zones. 

2.1.3 Milk production 

Milk production decreased further in all livelihood zones. This was confirmed by the reduced amounts 
supplied to town centres and resultant high retail prices. Most milking animals reduced the rate of 
production largely due to deteriorated quantity and quality of pastures and browse as well as amount and 
quality of water. The rate is low as compared to the rate that was reported the same period the previous 
year. 
This has pushed prices higher than those recorded during the same period last year and are expected to rise 
further as the dry spell progresses. 
 

2.2 Crop Production 

2.2.1 Timeliness and condition of various crop production activities 

Crops such as capsicum, spinach, and tomatoes under small scale irrigation were reported and observed to 
be in good condition. Paw paws were also reported to be in good condition, though the amount of water 
required to sustain them green and healthy increased considerably due to high daytime temperatures. 

2.2.2 Pests and Diseases 
There were no reports of crop destruction by pests and diseases so far.  

2.2.3 Harvest 
Fruits such as paw paws were reported as well as observed to be regularly available in markets especially in 
Wajir central. Capsicum, kales and spinach harvested were minima land therefore had low supply during the 
month under review. 
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Year 2014 20,34 18,30 20,19 22,59 22,12 23,92 22,92 19,85

Average 2002-13 12726 11713 13212 14945 19043 19463 19834 20852 17132 17050 17589 16003
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3.0 Access to Food  

Common food items such as maize flour (posho and sifted), rice, and pasta were available in markets at 
normal prices. Vegetables such s kales, spinach, tomatoes were also readily available in the Central but were 
in short supply in most rural markets which is a normal phenomena at this time of the year. 

3.1 Livestock Marketing 

A poor performance in terms of exchange for all species was reported during the month under review. 
Herders from all livelihood zones expressed their dissatisfaction due to unfavorable market conditions in 
terms of prices and demand. A relatively low demand for cattle was highly reported. The biggest loser was 
camel whose average prices dropped with a big margin. This implies a lower Terms of Trade (ToT) a situation 
that could worsen the food security status of the county. It was however reported that markets performed 
poorly as compared to a similar period in the previous year, though the recorded prices were generally higher 
than the long term average. Established markets performed better than the rural ones. 
Access to livestock markets was normal in the month as most pastoralists from near or far from established 
markets were reported to be able to reach the markets and sold their animals at the prevailing prices. 

3.1.1 Cattle Prices 

The average cattle price decreased significantly to KSh.19,857.00 from KSh.22,925.00 in July. Cattle market 
prices have generally reduced due to decreased demand. Weakening conditions and poor availability of 
pasture resources was cited to be the leading factor affecting the ability of large scale traders to transport 
purchased herds of cattle from the local markets to the various desired destinations. Average market prices 
for a mature female, price dropped from KSh.29,000.00 in July to KSh.24,000.00 in the month under review 
while a mature male was sold at an average price of KSh.25,000.00 from 35,000 as recorded in the previous 
month.  
 
The graph below indicates cattle long term mean prices against current year 2014.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The price is much lower than the average price recorded at a similar period the previous year and slightly less 
than the long term average. The market conditions are expected to worsen further in September where the 
margin of decrement is expected to be large. 
Market volumes were also reported to have declined significantly as many pastoralists are afraid of low 
prices due to a general weakening of cattle; a condition that is not attractive to buyers, pushing demand 
down. 
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Jan Feb Mar April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Year 2014 3,56 3,11 3,42 3,64 3,90 4,11 3,97 3,56

Average 2002-13 2985 3027 3288 3555 3834 4022 3760 4138 3390 3242 3366 3302
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Year 2014 47,72 40,62 45,64 47,01 47,35 51,52 51,34 45,74

Average 2002-13 32,88 32,18 33,57 34,05 37,85 37,13 37,46 36,23 34,11 33,83 35,00 35,54
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3.1.2 Shoats (Goats) prices 

Average price of a mature goat decreased significantly toKSh.3,560.00 from KSh.3,978.00 during the previous 
month. This price was less than the long term average price and also way below than the price recorded at a 
similar period last year.  

The graph below shows goat long term mean prices against current year 2014 

 

Market prices for a mature male in one of the major markets (Habaswein) decreased from KSh.4,500.00 in 
July to KSh.3800 in August. The prices are expected to decrease further in the month of September towards 
onset of the expected OND rains. 
Market volumes for goats were low in all markets characterized by poor turnover as most herders withheld 
them due to the prevailing unfavorable prices. 

3.1.3 Camel price 

The average price for a camel decreased significantly to KSh.45,742.00 from KSh.51,347.00 in July.   
This was higher than the long-term average of KSh.36,237.00 but lower than the average prices recorded at 
similar period last year. Markets for camel are also unfavorable in all markets where turnover recorded was 
so poor.  Camel prices are expected to drop slightly in the coming months given that their body conditions 
are relatively fair in all livelihood zones. A mature camel that was sold at KSh.65,000.00 in July was sold at 
KSh.50,000.00 in August indicating a significant drop. 
 
The graph below indicates camel long term mean prices against current year 2014 
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3.2 Livestock sales 

Sales of livestock were low following the prevailing unfavorable terms in most livestock markets. Goats 
recorded the highest traded volumes in the month, though relatively low as compared to volumes 
experienced at a similar period the previous year. 
Sales from cattle and camel were limited following the very low turnover realized after majority of farmers 
decided to withhold their herds until favorable market conditions are restored after the expected short rains 
in mid-October. 
Low sales implied a reduction in the overall purchasing power and have already impacted the food security 
situation of most pastoral households. 

3.3 Milk consumption 

Consumption of fresh milk reduced significantly following the reduced production and the consequent 
reduction of supplies to urban centres in the county. This has led to further increment in wholesale and retail 
prices, to some extent that households with low income opt for powdered milk or none at all.          
In rural centres 750ml bottle cow milk was sold between KSh.70.00 and KSh.90.00, recording a significant 
increment as compared to the previous month. 
Milk consumption in Wajir Central where a high demand prevails, reduced greatly as a result of low supply of 
the commodity. Camel milk was sold at between KSh.100 and KSh.120.00 in major urban centres. The little 
available goat milk is being sold at KSh.140.00. 
Consumption was reported to be so low in areas where the livestock have migrated from either in search of 
pasture and water or the recent inter-clan conflicts.  
This situation is worse as compared to the same period the previous year. Milk production is expected to 
decrease further in the September as pastures and browse in most parts deteriorate and migration to interior 
grazing fields. 

3.4 Food Prices 

3.4.1 Maize 

Average price of a kilogram of dry maize grains reduced insignificantly KSh.48.00 from KSh.48.30in the 
previous month. 
A graph showing current average price of maize as compared to the long term average price 

 

This is KSh.1.90 less than the long-term price of maize and also a shilling less that the price last year. 
Maize grains were not available in several centres, but the milled product ‘posho’ was available for sale by 
traders in adequate quantities.   

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Year 2014 49.50 49.20 49.00 47.50 48.95 49.05 48.30 48.00

Average 2002-13 49.20 48.75 48.33 48.55 48.80 50.00 49.68 49.90 50.24 50.48 50.98 52.15
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Year 2014 86.40 86.92 85.50 86.67 87.60 86.40 84.10 84.90

Average 2002-13 82.83 82.58 83.05 84.71 80.35 81.63 82.20 85.30 85.31 84.61 84.66 85.93
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The price was relatively uniform across all livelihood zones where it was sold at between KSh.40.00 and 
KSh.50.00 in all centres.  
No major changes are expected in the commodity’s price in the next 2 months. 

3.4.2 Posho (Maize meal) 

Price of a Kilogram of posho increased insignificantly to KSh.60.00 from KSh.59.80 in the month under review. 
This implies a reduction of KSh.2.00 from the long-term average and slightly higher than the average 
recorded last year. 
The product is readily available in most rural centres where price varies from KSh.50.00 to KSh.70.00. 
The price is expected to stabilize at the current level in the next 2 months. 
Price of a kilogram of sifted maize flour was decreased to KSh.83.70 from 86.10 in the previous month, with a 
minimum retail price of KSh.80.00 in Wajir central and its environs and a maximum of KSh.100.00 in some 
rural centres.  
The graph below shows the current prices of Posho against the long-term average 

 

3.4.3 Rice 

Price of rice had an insignificant increment from KSh.84.10 to KSh.84.90 per Kg in the month under review. 

The commodity’s price has stabilized at a close range of KSh.80.00 and KSh.90.00 in most markets. 

The graph below shows the long mean price of Rice against the current year 2014 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Year 2014 58.50 58.80 58.50 57.90 58.80 58.52 59.80 60.00

Average 2002-13 56.55 57.60 57.70 57.80 57.00 58.40 58.25 57.80 57.45 57.85 58.40 58.60
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It is expected to remain at the above range till the end of the year. The price is slightly lower than the long-
term average. 
The commodity’s price varied with variety where the cheapest variety available in most shop outlets costs 
KSh.70.00 in Wajir Central and nearby centers. In most other rural centres, the commodity price varied 
between KSh.80.00 and KSh.100.00. 

3.4.4 Other Major Purchased Food Items 

3.4.4.1 Vegetables (Cabbages, Kales, Irish Potatoes, Tomatoes, Onions) 

Price of a kilogram of tomatoes stabilized at KSh.100.00 for a better part of the month under review. 
Price of potatoes remained at KSh.50.00, whereas a Kg of onions reduced toKSh.50.00. A piece of cabbage 
was sold at KSh.100.00. 
Prices of the above commodities are normal and are expected to have slight variations should the usual 
supply systems remain uninterrupted by commodity sources or  insecurity in the transport lines. 
The retail prices for other major market items remained stable at Wajir market as shown in the table below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3.4.4.2 Meat 

A kilogram of meat maintained an average price of KSh.400 in Wajir Central and other market centres. The 
most commonly sold meat in Wajir is that of camel and goat species.  

 

3.5 Income 

A great proportion of residents in the county generated their income from sale of livestock and other related 
products such as meat, milk and hides & skins. Other alternative/minor sources included casual labour, small 
scale businesses, and sale of crops such as water melon, pawpaw, and vegetables from small scale irrigated 
gardens.  

3.5.1 Livestock income 

Sale of livestock and associated products; milk, meat, and skins formed the main income for most people in 
the entire county. This was the normal source and is expected to continue for the rest of the year. Income 
from sale of livestock was affected by the prevailing unfavorable trade terms in all markets.  
Income from sales of fresh milk reduced further as the amounts produced deteriorated further following the 
worsening dry spell. 

3.5.2 Crop income 

Income from the sale of locally grown vegetables was low as production of crops such as kales, spinach, 
capsicum was still so poor. Income from fruits mostly paw paws was relatively uniform as compared to last 
month as supplies were confirmed to be present in the market. Sale of grass meant as feed for donkeys and 
goats also earned small scale farmers some income. 

3.5.3 Other incomes (Trade, Wages etc.) 

Development of small-scale shops dealing in sale of Fast Moving Consumer Goods (FMCG) was reported and 
observed in most centres across all livelihood zones. Other active sources of income included employment in 

Commodity Price (Ksh.) 

Onions (1 kg) 50.00 

Cabbage (1 piece) 100.00 

Tomato (1Kg) 100.00 

Irish potato (1 kg) 50.00 

Sukuma wiki (kales) (1kg) 80.00 
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Year 2014 14.87 15.10 15.84 13.78 13.20 13.41 15.50 17.30

Average 2009-13 18.73 19.10 18.85 17.50 16.20 15.83 16.38 16.33 16.43 17.98 14.91 15.18
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small and medium enterprises and casual labour in construction industry. Engagement in casual labour 
especially in house and road construction was a common source of income. 

 

4.0 Welfare (utilization of food)   

4.1 Nutrition Status 

The proportion of children at risk (<5years for MUAC<135mm) increased to 17.3% from 15.5% in the previous 
month. The increment implies deteriorating trend in the overall nutritional status of the most vulnerable 
group in all livelihood zones except agro-pastoral. This was slightly above the long-term average rate of 
16.3%.  

 
The graph below indicates the MUAC <135mm against the current year 2014 
 
 

4.2 Health  

 June malnutrition reports: 5 children (6-59 months) were admitted as in-patients with Severe Acute 

Malnutrition, 366 children (6-59 months) were admitted to the Outpatient Therapeutic Program (OTP) 

and 671 children (6-59 months) were admitted to Supplementary Feeding Programme (SFP). (Source: 

DHIS July2014) 

 Under 5 years morbidity in June was; pneumonia (839), diarrhea (2149), confirmed malaria (229), 

diseases of the skin incl. wounds (1016), Ear infections (574).(Source: DHIS July 2014) 

 Over 5year’smorbidity in June was: pneumonia (1239), confirmed malaria (453), Urinary Tract Infections 

(1854), Rheumatism joint pains (625), and diseases of the skin including wounds (1486). (Source: DHIS 

July 2014) 

4.3 Flagged areas 

Wajir West (all-species livelihood zone (LZ)); Griftu, Athibohol, Garse koftu, Hadado, Arbajahan, Eldas in the 
pastoral all-species LZ. Wajir East and Tarbaj (Pastoral camel LZ); Wajir bor, Tarbaj, Dambas, Kotulo and 
Sarman. Wajir South (Pastoral Cattle LZ ); Sabuli, Habaswein, Diff, Burder, Abakore, Meeri. All these areas are 
in bad condition as a result of poor rain performance and their VCI indicates they are in the moderate to 
severe drought bands and require close monitoring for timely and appropriate responses.  Limited pasture, 
water, high levels of malnutrition is some of the main reasons for flagging these areas.  
The recent conflict has created congestion and widespread displacement of people and livestock in the above 
zones.  
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5.0 Current intervention measures and copping strategies 

5.1 Non-food intervention 
 Provision of drugs and supplies in all health facilities continued. 

 Equipping of new boreholes as well as repair and maintenance of those broken down previously. 

5.2 Food Aid 
 Following the 2013Short Rains Assessment, beneficiary figures were reviewed upwards from 111, 700 

tithe current 131,700. 

 School feeding program for Term II is ongoing with a beneficiary caseload of 70,652 in 190 schools 
countywide. 

 Supplementary Feeding Program (SFP) implemented by MOH all over the county continued with 
support from Islamic Relief in Wajir West and North and Save the Children in Wajir South and East. 

5.3 Coping strategies 

 Internal and external migration to areas with more amounts of water, browse and pastures. 

 Purchasing basic food items on credit from local shops. 

 Financial aid and remittances from higher wellbeing relatives and families living in and out of Wajir 
County. 

 Borrowing and receiving of gifts from neighbors. 

 Engaging in casual labour in construction and service industries 

6.0 Recommendations 

 Initiate Inter-County peace building initiatives between Wajir (East and Tarbaj) and Mandera side 

communities to enable a return of normalcy in the areas that experienced recent inter-clan clashes for 

a quicker restart of livelihood activities. 

 Initiate pilot programs such as Cash For Assets (CFA) or Cash for Work (CFW) in the vulnerable 

livelihood zones to empower the economy of the communities as well as build their resilience.  

 Programs aimed at building capacity of Water Users Associations (WUAs) across the county to 

effectively manage the current high demand for water from the strategic permanent/reliable sources. 

This will prevent conflicts over control of water and the overall management. 

 A close monitoring of functional boreholes should be carried out to address any gen-sets break down 
and other malfunctions. Rapid response teams should be strengthened to address any reported 
breakdown within the shortest time possible. 

 Initiate a programme to provide water to pastoralists in areas with adequate amounts of pastures and 
browse but far from reliable sources of water. This will enable better utilization of such resources since 
most of them are unreachable due to absence of water resources. 

 Provision/construction of large water storage facilities to centres with boreholes to relieve pumps from 
running continuously for 24 hours and ensure a better distribution of water to watering infrastructure 
(troughs) for livestock consumption and kiosks. This will reduce the queues which results long waiting 
hours. Solar powered gen set should be encouraged. 

 Distribution of water purification tablets to households to enable them purify water fetched from open 

sources to prevent water borne diseases. 

 Strengthen the countywide livestock disease surveillance, disease treatments and mop-up vaccinations.  


