
With winter just weeks away, millions of children of Syria and internally displaced Iraqi children and their families are facing misery and 
danger from the cold. Many already live on the brink in Syria and Iraq or as refugees in neighbouring countries.  Hundreds of thousands 
of families have been forced to flee unrelenting fighting with little or no possessions. Children are among the most vulnerable to freezing 
temperatures and storms that have frequently swept the Middle East, leaving misery, illness and even deaths in their paths. UNICEF needs 
your help to protect children from the cold, keep them and their schools and places of learning warm, and offer a glimmer of hope.

No Child Should be Left in the Cold

More and more families from Syria and Iraq have seen their incomes and savings wiped out. Prolonged unemployment, displacement, increased 
inflation and rising fuel and food prices have taken its toll. Families struggle to buy the most basic goods - including clothes, scarves, gloves 
and shoes – to keep their children warm. 

For any child forced to flee their home, winter is a particularly challenging time. Without the ability to stay warm, children can become ill and 
drop out of school. Worse yet, as seen in the past, some children who survived fighting have been killed by the cold as they faced snowstorms, 
flooding and bone-chilling winds with little or no shelter, clothing or heating.

UNICEF aims to provide some 2.5 million children both inside Syria and Iraq and those who have taken refuge in Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan and 
Egypt, with clothes and supplies for the coming winter. Our priority is to reach the most vulnerable children, including the youngest, poorest 
and those living in besieged or hard to reach areas.

Every Minute Counts in Keeping a Child Warm 

UNICEF urgently needs the funds to deliver life-saving assistance for children ahead of winter. Temperatures are already cooling, and in just 
weeks, the first wintry chills and freezing rain could be sweeping the region. UNICEF is working around the clock to purchase and deliver winter 
clothing that includes the bare minimum to protect a child from the cold, such as gloves, hats, shoes, socks, scarves and thermal blankets.

UNICEF will also provide families with cash assistance and vouchers to address the most urgent needs for their children. Funding received will 
also help us heat schools during the winter months. Children shouldn’t be cold while in school.

WITH YOUR 
CONTRIBUTION

THIS WINTER
UNICEF CAN HELP

2.5 MILLION CHILDREN 
STAY WARM

CHILDREN ALREADY ON THE BRINK FACE WINTER WITHOUT WARM CLOTHING AND HEATING

FUNDING REQUIREMENTS (rounded figure in Million US$)

Required
GAP

TURKEYSYRIA LEBANONJORDANIRAQ EGYPT

34.6 15.1 11.2 12.1 1.77.7
30.2 15.1 11.2 12.1 1.71.2

82.4M
NEEDED

71.5M
GAP

10.9M
RECEIVED

WINTER RESPONSE
2016-2017

SYRIA AND IRAQ CRISES

September 2016



With winter just weeks away, millions of children of Syria and internally displaced Iraqi children and their families are facing misery and 
danger from the cold. Many already live on the brink in Syria and Iraq or as refugees in neighbouring countries.  Hundreds of thousands 
of families have been forced to flee unrelenting fighting with little or no possessions. Children are among the most vulnerable to freezing 
temperatures and storms that have frequently swept the Middle East, leaving misery, illness and even deaths in their paths. UNICEF needs 
your help to protect children from the cold, keep them and their schools and places of learning warm, and offer a glimmer of hope.

No Child Should be Left in the Cold

More and more families from Syria and Iraq have seen their incomes and savings wiped out. Prolonged unemployment, displacement, increased 
inflation and rising fuel and food prices have taken its toll. Families struggle to buy the most basic goods - including clothes, scarves, gloves 
and shoes – to keep their children warm. 

For any child forced to flee their home, winter is a particularly challenging time. Without the ability to stay warm, children can become ill and 
drop out of school. Worse yet, as seen in the past, some children who survived fighting have been killed by the cold as they faced snowstorms, 
flooding and bone-chilling winds with little or no shelter, clothing or heating.

UNICEF aims to provide some 2.5 million children both inside Syria and Iraq and those who have taken refuge in Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan and 
Egypt, with clothes and supplies for the coming winter. Our priority is to reach the most vulnerable children, including the youngest, poorest 
and those living in besieged or hard to reach areas.

Every Minute Counts in Keeping a Child Warm 

UNICEF urgently needs the funds to deliver life-saving assistance for children ahead of winter. Temperatures are already cooling, and in just 
weeks, the first wintry chills and freezing rain could be sweeping the region. UNICEF is working around the clock to purchase and deliver winter 
clothing that includes the bare minimum to protect a child from the cold, such as gloves, hats, shoes, socks, scarves and thermal blankets.

UNICEF will also provide families with cash assistance and vouchers to address the most urgent needs for their children. Funding received will 
also help us heat schools during the winter months. Children shouldn’t be cold while in school.

CHILDREN ALREADY ON THE BRINK FACE WINTER WITHOUT WARM CLOTHING AND HEATING

For more information
Juliette Touma | Regional Chief of Communication (MENA) | +962 79 867 4628 | jtouma@unicef.org
Malene Kamp Jensen | Senior Communication Specialist (MENA) | +962 79 109 6500 | mjensen@unicef.org

 
Genevieve Boutin | Chief, Humanitarian Affairs (MENA) | +962 79 683 5058 | gboutin@unicef.org
Susanne Kinyua | Fundraising Specialist (MENA) | +962 79 027 2605 | skinyua@unicef.org

Here is how your money helped 2.3 million children cope with winter in 2015**:
• Syria: 1 million children received clothing kits and 

vouchers, thermal blankets and school heating.

• Iraq: 840,000 children got clothing kits, school uniforms, 
school heating and cash assistance.

• Lebanon: 358,000 children reached with clothing, high 
energy biscuits, school heating and cash.

• Jordan: 103,000 children covered by voucher or cash 
assistance for winter clothing.

• Turkey: 62,000 received cash assistance for winter clothing.

Snapshot of UNICEF’s Regional Response for Winter 2016-2017

Syria
• Winter clothing kits and thermal blankets to 740,000 

children

• Vouchers for winter clothing to 100,000 children

• Basic package of lifesaving supplies to besieged 
areas reaching thousands of children

• School heating for 99,000 children.

Jordan
• Winter clothing kits for 64,000 children 
• Vouchers for winter clothing for 59,775 children
• Cash assistance for 215,000 children.

Turkey
• Cash assistance for 90,000 children.

Egypt
• Cash assistance for 55,300 children.

Iraq
• Winter clothing kits for 106,000 internally displaced 

Iraqi children and 14,000 Syrian Refugee children 

• Thermal blankets for 80,000 internally displaced Iraqi 
children 

• School heating and winter uniforms for 21,300 Iraqi 
displaced children and 30,000 Syrian refugee children

• Mobile health facilities and vaccines to more than 
700,000 Iraqi displaced children and 50,000 Syrian 
children

• Storm drain systems and hygiene support to 60,000 
Iraqi displaced children

• Voucher for winter clothing for 80,000 Syrian refugee 
children.

Lebanon
• Winter clothing kits for 32,000 children

• School heating for 150,000 children

• Cash assistance for 206,300 children.

TIME IS TICKING: TO BE READY FOR WINTER, UNICEF NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT NOW.
YOUR CONTRIBUTION IS CRUCIAL TO KEEPING CHILDREN WARM AND PROVIDE A GLIMMER OF HOPE 

EVERY DOLLAR
CAN MAKE A

HUGE 
DIFFERENCE
TO A CHILD 

HOW MUCH DOES IT COST TO KEEP A 
CHILD WARM THIS WINTER?*

$6 Thermal Blanket

$42 Clothing Kit (0-5)

$49 Clothing Kit (12)

$7 Baby quilt

$44 Clothing Kit (7-9)

$52 Clothing Kit (14)

$100 Heaters for a classroom 
for the winter

** UNICEF appealed for US$ 103 million to respond to the needs of last winter to support some 2.6 million vulnerable children. UNICEF received US$69.4 million leaving a funding gap of around $33.4 million. Still UNICEF was able to help keep hundreds of thousands of children warm and in school.
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