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Airlifts deliver family food rations 
and yeast to Al-Hasakeh governo-
rate, Syria, following six months of 
disrupted access.  
 
WFP Lebanon prepares for the 
February roll out of social safety 
net assistance, implemented 
through the existing e-card 
programme.
 
Jordan launches a nutrition 
programme for treatment of MAM 
in refugee children under 5 and 
pregnant and lactating women in 
community setting.  

Ongoing violence in Ar-Raqqa and 
Aleppo continue to force Syrians to 
flee into neighbouring Turkey.

For information on WFP’s Syria Crisis Response in 2013 and 2014, please use the QR Code or access through the link http://bit.ly/WFP-syria
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Deteriorating security conditions in several parts of the country, including in rural Aleppo, Al-Hasakeh and 
Damascus governorates, continue to force large population displacements, while also hampering the delivery of 
humanitarian assistance to several areas. Despite the difficult operating environment, WFP has started to 
gradually scale up to 4.25 million beneficiaries in January, and maintains a flexible operative approach to respond 
to the quickly evolving realities on the ground.

OPERATIONS
Humanitarian needs in Al-Hasakeh are escalating as widespread insecurity, continued closure of all borders and 
access routes have severely disrupted market and humanitarian deliveries over the last 6 months. Basic food items 
are in short supply or sold at exorbitant prices while most schools and health centres have either shut down or are 
operating below capacity. Estimates point to half a million people in critical need of food, medicines, clothes and 
shelter.  With air transport currently the only option to reach people in need, WFP began a series of airlift 
operations in December. Through 12 flight rotations some 6,000 family food rations were shipped and distributed 
to over 62,000 people across the governorate. As the access situation remains unchanged, WFP has no alternative 
but to plan for a second round of airlifts in the coming weeks. 

With market supply chains severely 
disrupted, yeast is in critical shortage in the 
governorate and threatens to halt bread 
production, a key dietary staple. Using 
commercial airfreight, WFP is airlifting 10 
mt of yeast to Al-Hassakeh to be channelled 
to functioning bakeries in Qamishly, 
sufficient to produce bread for 
approximately 85,000 people. Thus far, 2 
mt of yeast were airlifted to Qamishly on 9 
and 27 January.  

As part of its response to the dramatic drop 
of the temperature since mid-December, 
WFP plans to dispatch over 100,000 litres of 
emergency fuel to some 58 collective 
shelters in Homs and Damascus. These fuel 
supplies are expected to cover the heating requirements of each shelter’s common spaces for a four-month 
period. By 27 January, approximately 23,000 litres of fuel were dispatched to shelters in all three targeted 
governorates.

With the aim of introducing a targeted nutrition 
programme for pregnant and nursing women, WFP 
is currently undertaking a multi-sectoral assessment 
to determine the feasibility of voucher-based 
nutrition support to some 15,000 vulnerable 
mothers and pregnant women. Through a monthly 
transfer of food vouchers, the upcoming pilot 

programme aims to enhance the dietary diversity of 
pregnant and nursing women by allowing them to 
purchase food items not included in the normal WFP 
basket, such as meat, vegetables and dairy products. 
The exercise is being carried out in Tartous, Lattakia, 
Homs and Qamishly, with findings expected to be 
available at the end of the month.

NUTRITION PROGRAMME

WFP/Abeer Atifa



 

Rural Damascus
Thousands of civilians continue to flee escalating violence in the area of Adraa Ummaliyeh, in Rural Damascus, 
seeking refuge in near-by villages and collective shelters. Over 25,000 people are currently being assisted with 
WFP rations distributed by SARC in collective shelters in different locations of Rural Damascus.

Aleppo
In addition, ongoing intense fighting in Aleppo has caused mass population displacements towards Turkey from 
the north and eastern rural parts of the governorate. Details on the number of people affected are not available 
at this stage.

POPULATION DISPLACEMENT
Al-Hassakeh
With security conditions in Al-Hasakeh governorate having significantly deteriorated over the past few weeks, 
approximately 1500 families are reported to have fled Tal Hamis, Tal-Braq, Jaza’a, Kharab Askar and Al Hol, 
extremely poor rural areas in south-eastern Al-Hasakeh, 500 of which are women-headed. Primarily seeking 
refuge in Qamishly, the displaced are being registered by WFP partners for assistance. However, widespread 
shortages in basic food commodities and fuel are reported in the area, where the severe access restrictions left 
little humanitarian assistance to be provided. In addition, large population movements have been reported from 
rural Al-Hasakeh towards Iraqi Kurdistan, though information on the number of displaced is not yet available.
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* WFP reallocates assistance to areas hosting increasing numbers of IDPs 
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ACCESS
Regular deliveries have been possible to Aleppo city since the re-opening of the road through Khan Asser. 
However, WFP has not delivered food assistance to Rural Aleppo since August 2013 due to wide spread insecurity 
and lack of agreement on humanitarian access by parties to the conflict. In an effort to access these areas, on 
January 21st WFP dispatched 2,000 family food rations as part of an inter-agency convoy destined for the eastern 
Aleppo – as of this writing this convoy has not reached its destination. 

A cease-fire between parties to the conflict enabled the delivery of limited quantities of food to the neighbourhood 
of Barzeh in Damascus city, hosting approximately 1,000 people and under siege for almost one year. Details on the 
quantities of assistance provided are not available yet. 

The humanitarian situation in Yarmouk camp, south of Damascus, and the surrounding areas of Yalda, Babbila, 
Hajar Al-Aswad, Qadam, Al-Esali and Bet Sahem is rapidly deteriorating. With over 100,000 people estimated to be 
trapped in the area, 18,000 of whom are located in Yarmouk, the population is at severe risk of starvation. For the 
first time since mid-July, limited assistance was allowed into the besieged Yarmouk camp between 18-23 January, 
when 200 UNRWA ready-to-eat rations were delivered to the camp. Only a few of the families trapped in Yarmouk 
were able to actually receive relief items, while the vast majority remain in desperate need of humanitarian 
assistance.

PARTNERSHIPS
To increase coverage and operational capacity inside Syria, WFP has progressively expanded its portfolio of 
in-country partners since March 2013. Two additional local NGOs were included in January, bringing the total 
number of WFP partners to 29, including the Syrian Arab Red Crescent (SARC), 27 local NGOs and one international 
NGO. The new partners will facilitate WFP operations in Damascus city and Deir-ez-Zor governorate.  

MARKET ANALYSIS
WFP monitors reported sharp rises in commodity prices in Aleppo and Idleb during the reporting period. Mainly 
due to the escalation of fighting that affected the two governorates in the first weeks of January, the resulting 
widespread insecurity caused major disruptions in the supply chain, as well as increased transaction costs.

In Aleppo, market disruptions coupled with the prolonged absence of humanitarian access in rural areas caused 
basic food commodities and fuel prices to increase by up to 50 percent since the beginning of January. Similarly, 
Idleb registered rises in the price of bread by 40 percent, a severe shortage of subsidized bread and a general 
increase of all other WFP monitored commodities.

In Homs, localized clashes, particularly in the city centre, have resulted in slight increases in the price of some 
commodities, including rice, tea and sugar, which increased by 6-10 percent. In Al Wa’er neighbourhood in Homs, 
however, the partial siege imposed since mid-October has forced the price of diesel and cooking fuel to soar by 
over 400 percent over the reporting period.
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Risking their lives 150 individuals escaped Nobbol 
and Zahra – two villages in Rural Aleppo which have 
been under siege for over a year. Travelling 480 
kilometres over several days, they arrived in 
Qamishly hungry, thirsty, and exhausted.  Desolate, 

and having exhausted all their remaining money on 
the smugglers that ensured their passage through 
Turkey, WFP provided them with emergency food 
rations. Sadly, this is but one group of many which 
have endured similar journeys all over Syria.

ESCAPING THE SIEGE OF NOBBOL AND ZAHRA



LEBANON

MONITORING
A total of 21 direct monitoring visits were conducted by WFP staff in Homs, Dara’a, Al-Hassakeh, Rural Damascus, 
Damascus, and Tartous over the reporting period, focusing on general food distributions as well as one blanket 
supplementary feeding programme.  

In Dara’a, WFP staff were allowed to access a distribution centre for the first time in over one year, noting dire 
humanitarian conditions among the beneficiaries, mostly IDPs displaced from surrounding rural areas. Interviewed 
households reported long electricity cuts and fuel shortages affecting their ability to cook, and requested the 
provision of ready-to-eat rations. In addition, beneficiaries highlighted that only one SARC distribution centre was 
operational, making it very risky for those not living near-by to reach the site and collect a food ration. However, 
severe security concerns limited the possibility of establishing additional distribution points or conducting 
door-to-door distributions in Dara’a city.

LOGISTICS ISSUES 
To increase the number of food rations produced and to maximise respective strategic advantages, the packaging 
facilities in Damascus, Safita and Lattakia are currently being restructured. Facilities in Safita and Lattakia will 
increase their daily production capacity by over 50 percent and will cover the requirements of central and northern 
Syria. Similarly, packaging facilities in Damascus will also increase their production capacity by 30 percent to serve 
the southern governorates. It is expected that this re-organization will improve the efficiency of food dispatches, 
reduce travel times and mitigate exposure of cargo to security threats. 

While tensions have remained high throughout the country following sectarian fighting and cross border incidents, 
WFP has managed to work around the insecurity, with operations remaining largely unaffected. January 
distributions of electronic vouchers targeting 585,401 refugees are underway, while distributions of food parcels 
for a planned 40,000 new arrivals continue throughout the month. The implementation of safety net assistance, 
planned to start in February, is currently under preparation. 

EVOLVING NEEDS AND WFP OPERATIONS
The scale up of WFP operations in the country is continuing, 
with the number of target beneficiaries increasing to over 
625,000 people for both e-cards and food parcels. With 
most beneficiaries now part of the electronic voucher 
scheme, credit for the month of January has been 
automatically uploaded onto the e-cards of some 532,769 
refugees. While these beneficiaries no longer need to 
attend distributions, refugees who are newly enrolled or 
re-included do need to attend in order to collect their 
e-card. Over 13,400 refugees received their e-card for the 
first time in January so far, with a further 6,355 newly 
arrived refugees having received food parcels.
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MONITORING
In preparation for the 2014 Field Level 
Agreements, whereby partners will 
increase their monitoring roles at shop 
and household levels, WFP trained 
cooperating partner staff on the tools 
and methodology of its monitoring 
system in January.  It is foreseen that 
partners will take on at least 20 
percent of WFP’s monitoring 
workload in 2014 (shops, prices and 
household visits), which is expected to 
strengthen partnerships and build 
partners’ M&E capacity. As one of the 
main benefits of the e-card system, 
the significantly increased capacity for 
monitoring work for both WFP and 
partner staff is now coming to fruition. 

WFP and staff of cooperating 
partners have also begun using 
some of the electronic monitoring 
tools, such as beneficiary fund 
consumption and shop transaction 
reports, made available by the 
e-card. WFP is coordinating closely 
with MasterCard locally in order to 
implement their existing fraud 
monitoring system so that anti-fraud 
regulations and processes are put in 
place without affecting transactions 
performed by WFP beneficiaries.

VERIFICATION EXERCISE
With the introduction of targeted assistance in October 2013, WFP and UNHCR have now refined a verification and 
appeals mechanism that offers every excluded household the right to appeal and to request a review of their 
situation. So far, a total of 25,405 appeal cases have been analysed and scored for re-inclusion, primarily from the 
Bekaa Valley and north Lebanon. Of these, 5,871 (23.1 percent) have been re-included in the e-card programme. 
Some 4,115 questionnaires are currently pending analysis, with most expected to be completed by the end of the 
month. 

SAFETY NET ASSISTANCE
Distribution of safety net rations will commence in February. WFP’s safety net assistance will allow verifiably 
vulnerable individuals to receive an individual ration through their e-card, even if their family has not been 
targeted for continued assistance. Eligible individuals include pregnant and lactating women, children under 2 
years of age, elderly over 60 years of age, and non-autonomous individuals. Any individual receiving safety net 
rations is eligible for continued assistance for as long as their vulnerability persists. WFP has been collecting 
requests for safety nets assistance throughout the month of January in order to begin distributions next month.

WFP/Lebanon
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CHALLENGES
Security remains the main challenge for WFP as Lebanon is increasingly affected both by spill over fighting from 
Syria and from the rise in sectarian violence inside Lebanon. While operations have remained largely unaffected 
thus far, tensions have escalated in recent weeks and many of the areas in which WFP operate and in which WFP 
beneficiaries live, are now inherently unstable. Tripoli city, which houses two thirds of the entire caseload in 
Northern Lebanon, is now a no-go area for the humanitarian community. Northern Bekaa, which hosts a similar 
proportion of WFP’s caseload, has become comparably unstable with regular bombings, shootings and 
cross-border shelling. Even Beirut where the country operations has its HQ has experienced a marked increase in 
violence during the reporting period with UNDSS issuing several warnings to UN staff to avoid public spaces. 
In addition to sectarian fighting in several areas, cross border incidents have continued throughout the reporting 
period, with daily shelling in and around northern border villages. The introduction of the e-card and subsequent 
elimination of the need for large scale distributions has decreased WFP’s contact with affected areas, however, 
M&E activities can be expected to suffer if the situation does not improve.

ASSESSMENTS
Inter-agency Follow-up Nutrition Survey: The preliminary results of the Inter-Agency 
Nutrition Assessment, which will ascertain the nutritional status of Syrian refugees, 
have been released by UNICEF. The initial results seem to reflect a slight 
deterioration in the nutritional status of children under-5 compared to 2012. 
However, statistical analysis must still take place to measure the significance of this 
difference and Task Force members are yet to discuss the potential underlying 
causes.

WFP PREPAREDNESS STOCK
Following a contribution from the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF), WFP 
built up a preparedness stock of 35,000 pre-packaged food parcels in late 2013 
(sufficient for 175,000 individuals for one month). Stored in warehouses of suppliers and key partners across 
Lebanon, the parcels are used to respond to a sudden refugee influx from Syria, such as those experienced in Arsal 
in November and December 2013. Due to emergency responses in the recent months, the capacity currently 
stands at approximately 30,500 parcels (sufficient for 150,000 individuals). Efforts are underway to replenish the 
stock levels to some 35,000 parcels.
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LEBANON LOGISTICS CORRIDOR FOR SYRIA
As one of the main supply routes for food assistance distributed within Syria, some 25 percent of WFP’s total 
food requirements in Syria are currently supplied through the Lebanon logistics corridor. Approximately ten 
percent of these food supplies (primarily fava beans, salt and yeast) are procured within Lebanon, while the 
remaining 90 percent arrive by sea to the port in Beirut from Turkey, Europe and Asia. Supplies are then 
transported by road to warehouses in Damascus (80 percent) as well as to Tartous and Lattakia. Goods are then 
repackaged and dispatched to various locations within the country. Since 1 January, more than 250 trucks 
transporting a total of 13,000 mt of food have been dispatched from within Lebanon to Syria.
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With over 590,000 Syrian refugees having now registered in Jordan, WFP continues to support Syrians located in 
camps, host communities and informal tented settlements through the provision of in-kind food assistance, food 
vouchers and a school feeding programme. 

Following the successful e-voucher pilot, the full roll-out of the programme started on 19 January in three 
governorates of Jordan; Ajloun, Jerash and Byader Wadi Al-Syer in Amman. A total of 39,521 beneficiaries 
(10,987 households) will receive e-cards in January (to be uploaded for the February cycle) and the number 
of beneficiaries will be increased every month from February onwards.

UNHCR, WFP and partner staff are present at each e-card distribution site. As part of the distribution 
process, UNHCR confirms the identification cards of the refugees and updates beneficiary information (i.e. 
addresses, household sizes, phone numbers etc.) in order to ensure the smooth delivery of assistance via 
e-cards.

During this first phase of the roll-out, beneficiaries will be restricted to shops in their governorate. If they 
move from one governorate to another, they will need to contact WFP or the appropriate partner to change 
their e-card information. In the future, beneficiaries will be able to use their e-cards across Jordan; however, 
point-of-sale (POS) machines are currently not available in all 65 partner shops. All shops should be equipped 
with POS machines by 1 February.

JORDAN

EVOLVING NEEDS AND RESPONSE
Jordanian Communities
Some 446,436 beneficiaries (125,627 families) in Jordanian communities are being targeted with voucher 
distribution during the January cycle. With beneficiaries voicing concerns over the difficulties and costs involved in 
traveling to paper voucher distribution sites, many are starting to request to be included in WFP’s roll-out of the 
e-voucher programme, which will eliminate the need to travel to distribution sites each month.

Informal Tented Settlements
Nearly all refugees in informal tented settlements (ITS) are registered with UNHCR and assessments indicate that 
approximately 97 percent are receiving WFP food vouchers. In most cases, these WFP vouchers are the only 
assistance they receive. 

Al Za’atri Camp
Some 3,851 refugees entered the camp during the reporting period, primarily arriving from Jordan’s northeast 
border with Syria, near the Iraqi border. Citing a lack of security and food, particularly of wheat flour for bread, as 
the primary reasons for leaving, the refugees were found to be in worse nutritional condition than in the past. WFP 
is coordinating with UNHCR to ensure all new arrivals receive a welcome meal on arrival and are incorporated into 
the regular food assistance distribution the following day.

Training sessions on the system have been conducted for 
three partner organisations and for field staff, while 
information sessions for beneficiaries will be provided at 
distribution sites. To improve the service to 
beneficiaries, all partners involved are planning to open 
additional field offices to ensure representation in all 
governorates. This will be particularly important 
following the roll-out of e-cards as beneficiaries will no 
longer visit distribution sites and will hence have limited 
contact with cooperating partners. 

E-VOUCHER PROGRAMME

WFP/Dina El-Kassaby 
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NUTRITION
On 26 January WFP Jordan officially launched a nutrition programme for the treatment of Moderate Acute 
Malnutrition (MAM) in Syrian refugee children under the age of five and pregnant and lactating women residing in 
community settings in Jordan. Following the screening conducted by WFP’s cooperating partner, Medair, in 
January, Medair undertook the first distribution of SuperCereal Plus to seven patients for one month (6 kg per 
individual) in Ramtha. Distribution was carried out through the Jordan Health Aid Society (JHAS) clinic.

Photo Caption: A JHAS nutrition officer explains to one of the 
beneficiaries how to prepare the Super Cereal Plus at home. 

Given the Global Acute Malnutrition rates are relatively 
moderate within the Syrian refugee population in Jordan (5.1 
percent in communities, 5.8 percent in Al Za’atri camp), the 
community outreach to screen beneficiaries for assistance is 
being conducted through the UNICEF mobile infant and young 
child feeding teams who refer MAM cases to Medair and Severe 
Acute Malnutrition cases to UNHCR for treatment. 

All MAM patients receiving SuperCereal Plus will be contacted 
for follow-up home visits by Medair community volunteers for 
additional support, if needed. These visits will also provide a 
more in depth understanding of the reasons behind the 
malnutrition of these children.

Save the Children Jordan will commence the targeted nutrition programme and blanket supplementary assistance 
for children under the age of two residing in Al Za’atri camp in early February.

DEVELOPING VULNERABILITY CRITERIA
On 17 January, WFP participated in the inaugural steering committee meeting on the development of 
multi-sectorial vulnerability criteria to enable a consistent targeting approach between different assistance 
activities. The five NGOs, five UN organizations and two donors on the committee were all present at the meeting. 
In 2014, humanitarian agencies across Jordan plan to transition to vulnerability-based targeting with a variety of 
different assistance to ensure that those in need are reached with the assistance they require. 

JORDAN JOINT ASSESSMENT REVIEW 
A joint initiative by UNHCR, WFP and UNICEF, the Jordan Joint Assessment Review (JAR) was published in January. 
Highlighting broad trends that can inform more effective programming within the refugee/humanitarian sphere, 
the review analyses some 130 surveys and assessments relating to the Syrian refugee situation and response 
conducted by the Government, UN agencies, NGO partnership and development actors in 2013. Providing 
recommendations on key elements for building the refugee response in 2014, the survey was used to inform the 
Regional Response Plan (RRP6).

WFP/Jordan

The transition from dry food rations to food vouchers in the camp continues with the adjustment of the food 
basket and an increase in the voucher value to JOD16 (US$22.56) for the month. The value will increase to JOD18 
(US$25.38) in February with a further reduction in the food distributed. A second supermarket, Tazweed, opened 
on 19 January and is accepting WFP food vouchers.

Emirati- Jordanian Camp
As part of discussions regarding the possible establishment of a voucher programme in the Emirati-Jordanian 
Camp, camp authorities are surveying beneficiaries to assess their preferred food assistance modality. In addition, 
a trial is ongoing to provide school children with date bars to restart the WFP school feeding programme in the 
camp.



 

 

TURKEY
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Ongoing violence in Tel Abyad, Ar-Raqqa and Azaz, Aleppo continues to force Syrians to flee into Turkey, 
increasing the total number of registered Syrians in the country to over 577,000 people. On 20 January, two car 
bombs hit an opposition-held post on the Turkey-Syria border, killing at least 16 people and closing the Bab 
al-Hawa crossing, which has since been reopened.  

To overcome the funding constraints that affected WFP’s and the Turkish Red Crescent’s (TRC) programme 
expansion in 2013, the Government proposed a cost sharing between WFP/TRC and the Prime Ministry Disaster 
and Emergency Management Presidency (AFAD). The arrangement will allow a reduction of the WFP/TRC e-food 
card contribution from 80 to 60 Turkish liras (US$40 to US$30 under the current exchange rate), while AFAD 
would supplement the card by 20 Turkish liras (US$10) via the AFAD e-card for food purchases. Demonstrating the 
Government’s commitment and greater engagement in the programme, the agreement will ensure that each 
beneficiary continues to receive 80 Turkish liras (US$40) worth of food assistance every month.

While the programme currently assists close to 
120,000 beneficiaries, the planned phased 
scale-up will enable as many as 230,000 people 
to be assisted within the next few months. 
Continued expansion will then be based on the 
number of new camps opened by the 
Government and the increase in the number of 
people living in camps.

WFP/TRC are currently working with AFAD on 
all activities necessary for the programme 
expansion, including an introductory workshop 
for governors and camp managers; the launch 
of information campaigns to all stakeholders; 
the distribution of e-food cards and associated 
technical equipment; and training of the camp management, shop keepers and beneficiaries on the programme.  
WFP is in the process of recruiting additional personnel to support the expanded programme to ensure a smooth 
augmentation of standard monitoring and evaluation activities in the newly added camps.  

MONITORING
TRC and WFP met with several camp managers to discuss the issue of high product prices, low produce quality 
and the sale of NFIs in participating camp markets. Applying normal punitive measures to non-performing, 
programme participating shops inside camps is challenging, as these shops have been government-contracted to 
operate in the camp and in some cases represent the sole market available to beneficiaries. However, in camps 
with proximity to external commercial markets, where WFP and TRC continue to report poor service, AFAD 
proposed WFP/TRC to contract commercial shops in surrounding towns. The addition of external competition 
may persuade camp market owners to reduce high prices, improve product quality and see an increased 
adherence to programme rules and regulations. This is a positive step towards improved service provision in all 
camps and is the result of the dedicated monitoring and evaluation activities conducted by both WFP and TRC, as 
well as joint-advocacy with the government and local officials.  

In an effort to ensure food commodities are offered to beneficiaries at fair and affordable market prices, AFAD is 
putting in place price/market assessment monitoring committees in the camps. AFAD has agreed to WFP staff 
participation in the committees, which in general comprise of staff from the camp management, the governor’s 
office, TRC and beneficiaries.

WFP/Laure Chadraoui
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Over 217,000 Syrian refugees are currently hosted in Iraq, where 
WFP assists camp-residing refugees in all nine camps across the 
Kurdistan Region of Iraq, as well as one camp in Anbar governorate.

VIOLENCE IN ANBAR GOVERNORATE
The continuing conflict in Anbar has made the delivery of services and supplies to the refugee camp in Al Obady 
challenging. The distribution of individual monthly food parcels in Al Obady camp commenced on 4 January 2014, 
but only reached 1,172 refugees out of the 1,933 Syrians residing in the camp. Stocks in the camp were not 
sufficient to reach all beneficiaries as deliveries to the camp were delayed by ongoing insecurity. Despite delays, a 
new shipment of food rations were received on 16 January and distributed to the remaining refugees. All refugees 
residing in the camp have now received their monthly individual ration. 

It is estimated that 2,400 – 2,500 Iraqi families are seeking refuge in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq, following ongo-
ing violence in Anbar governorate. WFP is working with Kurdistan Regional authorities as well as sister UN agencies 
in order to assist these IDPs.

 

    

REOPENING OF THE SYRIAN-IRAQI
BORDER

Following the reopening of the Peshkabor border with Syria by 
Iraqi Kurdistan authorities on 5 January, the number of Syrians 
granted entry into the Kurdistan Region of Iraq has been limited 
to genuine cases of asylum seekers from areas with ongoing violence. Others have been granted entry on 
humanitarian grounds to visit relatives in camps and for medical treatment. 

During a visit to Peshkabor border crossing, WFP noted the return of some refugees from various areas of the 
Kurdistan Region to Qamishli, Hassakeh and Damascus cities in Syria. As refugees informed WFP, the 
authorities had provided them with seven day passes to enable visits to relatives and assessments of the 
state of their properties, while others returned to seek specialist medical treatments. 

IRAQ

WFP/Rikke Kasse

DOMIZ CAMP 
Targeting some 70,000 beneficiaries, the January cycle of food 
voucher distribution that began on 5 January is still in progress. 
Thus far, 23,620 food vouchers targeting 57,689 beneficiaries 
have been distributed. Meanwhile, the pilot distribution of 
Plumpy’Doz has ended pending nutritional assessments high-
lighting the need to continue the supplementary feeding 
programme in the camp and possible expansions to additional 
camps. 
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Egypt’s food voucher 
programme continues 
to expand in line with 
growing refugee 
numbers. Reaching a 
total of 81,985 
beneficiaries in 
December, WFP’s 
monthly food voucher 
distributions were 
completed on 7 
January, signifying an 
increase of 16 percent 
over the previous 
month. This continues 
the expansion of 
operations seen over 
the past year, with the 
number of 
beneficiaries reached increasing from some 6,000 refugees in February 2013 to over 81,000 beneficiaries by December, 
an increase of 1250 percent. This includes the month of October, where a ‘one-off’ distribution challenge related to a 
partner supermarket resulted in a dramatic reduction in the number of peope reached.

While UNHCR registration numbers in Egypt have showed a steady decrease over recent months, the number of 
refugees arriving remains higher than the number of refugees leaving the country. The month of December saw 
3,263 new registrations while 575 beneficiaries closed their cases with UNHCR, while in the period 1 and 11 
January 2014 628 new refugees were registered against 104 case closures.

With food assistance in Egypt exclusively provided through food vouchers, WFP is currently considering the 
inclusion of additional supermarkets to ensure beneficiaries continue to have easy access to food purchases. 
Home to approximately half of the current caseload in the country, this is particularly important in the greater 

Cairo area where the capacity of the 
current supermarket is not sufficient 
to handle the large caseload. 
Potential supermarkets are required 
to have capacity to facilitate monthly 
voucher distributions, pending the 
introduction of WFP and UNHCR’s 
common assistance platform, the 
OneCard system. The new system, 
which is expected to be launched in 
the second quarter of 2014, will allow 
beneficiaries to purchase food 
electronically as in the current 
electronic voucher system, while also 
including a UNHCR cash modality that 
can be accessed through ATM 
machines. 
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