
Displacements in northern Shan: While an               
estimated 1,300 persons have remained displaced in 
Nam Kham and Kut Kai Townships, further                   
displacements of around 1,600 civilians in Hsipaw and 
Kyauk Mae Townships have been instigated by armed 
conflicts between the Restoration Council for Shan State 
(RCSS)/ Shan State Army (SSA) and Ta’ang National  
Liberation Army (TNLA), which have become recurrent 
in northern Shan State. Following an inter-agency rapid 
assessment undertaken on 10th of May and preliminary 
findings indicated, in general, displaced families have 
had sufficient balanced diet  provided by government 
and civil social organisations. As displacements have 
been dramatic and duration of which has been             
unpredictable, WFP considers following up with          
another assessment to explore specific nutritional 
needs specifically for pregnant women and nursing 
mothers who however consitute only a small               
proportion, providing displacement lingers for next two 
weeks. As for existing IDP households, WFP has been 
providing monthly food rations since March.  
 
WFP’s recent small scale emergency reponses: In 
May, WFP has urgently accommodated immediate food 
needs, in consequence of sudden on-set hail and strong 
winds as well as localised flash floods in late April, of 
more than 2,000 people in Sintgaing Township of     
Mandalay Region and 1,000 people in Tsawlaw      
Township of Kachin State. In the aftermath of flash 
floods, access roads to Tsawlaw Township of Kachin 
State have been blocked and    transportation on ground 
has been disrupted. Thanks to the state government and 
northern commander, who have rendered provision of 
air-freight service, WFP’s emergency response has been 
made possible. 
 Meanwhile in Rakhine, pregnant women and nursing 
mothers as well as young children, who have escaped 
from skirmishes between the government forces and 
Arakan Army in Rathedaung and Kayuk Taw            
Townships, received high energy biscuits (HEB) from 
WFP in May. WFP provides HEB at times of emergencies 
to supplement daily nutritional intake of affected      
populations without needing to cook when cooking   
facilities are scarce. In addition, WFP has advanced 
monthly food distribution for the IDPs affected by an 
accidental fire that took place in Baw Du Pha camp in 
Sittwe Township. A total of 49 long houses were         
destroyed and at least 14 IDPs were scathed by fire.  
 

Protracted displacement and conflicts in Kachin 
State: The first delivery of WFP food to areas beyond 
government’s control (NGCA), through its exclusive   
access that has been renewed for the period of February 
to December 2016, was accomplished in March,     
reaching more than 18,500 IDPs across nine camps. 
WFP is awaiting for permission to set forth the second 
delivery mission to NGCA in May. In the meantime,  
Hpakant Township of Kachin has witnessed the military            
offensives staged by  the government forces and Kachin 
Independence Army since early May. With increasingly 
heightened tension, security controls on inbound road 
traffic towards HpaKant have become strigent.  
 
Cash working group: WFP has been scaling up cash 
based transfers in its operation and at the same time is 
leading an inter-agency cash working group (CWG),   
reactivated in August 2015, to better harmonise and 
coordinate cash transfer programmes in the country, 
involving 20 member organisations from different     
sectors/clusters. CWG members have been                   
collaborating for preparatory measures that include 4W 
(Who, What, When, Where)  data collection, developing 
standard operation procedure, cash feasibility             
assessment and advocacy messages, collating and      
updating data for Minimum  Expenditure Basket (MEB), 
and capacity building for field-based implementers from 
local NGOs and the government. While 4W data informs                          
the stakeholders with a basic snapshot of ongoing/ 
planned cash based assistance in the country, regular 
MEB updates will reflect prices and wages relevant to 
both staple food and non-food items.     
 
Promising partnership with the Global Fund: The 
Global Fund made a USD 2.2 million contribution to  
support WFP’s nutrition support to Multi-Drug            
Resistant Tubercluosis (MDR-TB) patients, receiving 
treatment. WFP has been implementing food-by-
prescription in partnership with the National TB       
programme (NTP) of the Ministry of Health in              
Myanmar. With this contribution, WFP has introduced, 
at the request of the NTP, a customised food package to 
the patients initially in Yangon and will expand to other 
operational areas. WFP also anticipates long term    
partnership with the Global Fund for nutrition             
intervention for people living with HIV.  
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 Japan’s generous contribution: In April, Japan  
granted a contribution of JPY 2.25 billion                    
(US$ 20.7 million) through WFP to assist IDPs and 
floods-affected communities across 20 townships in 
Rakhine and Chin States. This contribution will be 
used to provide in-kind food or cash assistance for 
IDPs, pregnant women and lactating mothers, young 
malnourished children, pre-and primary school      
children and people living with HIV and TB clients by 
(re-)creating community infrastructures, distributing 
relief assistance, providing nutrition support, and   
daily school feeding of HEB. Japan has been one of    
the biggest funding partners in the country for WFP 
and contribution this time also accounts for the largest 
proportion among four UN agencies, sharing a total of 
JPY 3.76 billion (approximately US$ 31.7 million).       
An official signing ceremony of exchange of notes           
between Japan Government and the UN agencies took 
place at Ministry of Border Affairs in Nay Pyi Taw on 
April 27. At the ceremony, the donation was formally 
handed over to the UN agencies by H.E. Tateshi        
Higuchi, Japan’s Ambassador to Myanmar.    
 
WFP’s contingency plan for the Southeast: WFP is 
developing a contingency plan to assist refugees      
expected to return from Thai border camps to the 
Southeast of Myanmar. WFP envisages cooperation 
with IOM, UNHCR and other partners, should             
voluntary repatriation materialise. WFP’s proactive 
actions will include initial provision of cash based 
transfers upon de-registration with UNHCR and       
subsequent livelihoods support, depending on          
assessed vulnerability, through community asset     
rehabilitation activities. Currently, WFP, in                  
collaboration with IOM and Medical Action Myanmar, 
has been assisting people living with HIV and TB      
patients, and in collaboration with Rahmonnya Peace 
Foundation, creating income generation through    
community asset creation in the Kayin and Mon States 
and Tanintharyi Region. Moreover, WFP is a key actor 
of Disaster Risk Reduction coordination working 
group and intends to implement DRR activities as the 
Region is susceptible  to natural disasters. In 2008, 
WFP started its food and nutrition support to PLHIV 
and TB patients from the Southeast through IOM and 
in 2014, established a sub office and has been            
implementing its activities.  
 

WFP’s standard project report 2015: WFP has    
recently published its standard project report for 
2015. In 2015, WFP assisted 1.1 million population 
with in-kind food and cash assistance across 
Ayeyarwaddy, Bago, Magway, Chin, Kachin, Kayin, 
Kokang, Mon, Rakhine, Sagaing, Shan, Wa and Yangon 
States/Regions. People assisted by WFP involves    
internally displaced persons (IDPs), and other most 
vulnerable populations affected by conflicts and     
natural disaster nutrition support to pregnant and 
lactating women and malnourished children, HIV and 
TB programmes, school feeding for pre-primary and 
primary children; and community assets creation 
benefiting the food-insecure and marginalized      
communities. Approximately 52,600 metric tons of 
food and US$1.9 million were provided through five 
major   programmes: relief, community asset creation, 
school feeding, nutrition and PLHIV/TB. WFP’s       
procurement  of more than 13,700 metric tons of rice 
(equivalent to US$5.1 million), constituting 33         
percent of  total rice procurement for Myanmar in 
2015, from small vendors in Rakhine contributed to 
the country’s economy. The report depicts            
measurable outcomes such as positive trend of diet 
diversity score and    improved TB treatment success 
rate, etc. and other cross-cutting issues, including 
gender and protection.  
For more details, please receive full report here.  

Resource Situation: In April, WFP received                  
contributions of  

 CAD 100,000 (US$ 0.75 million) from Canada;  

 JPY 2,255,000,000 (US$20.7 million) from    
Japan; 

 JPY 20,000,000 (US$0.18 million) from Japan 
Association for WFP in support of school     
feeding programme; 

 EUR 1,450,000 (US$1.6 million) from EU; 

 US$2.2 million from Global Fund. 

 

WFP currently faces a funding shortfall of            
US$15 million to meet all food assistance needs 
till the end of 2016.   
 

WFP’s top five funding partners in Myanmar are     
Japan, USA, EU, Australia and Switzerland. 

Heads of UN agencies, Japan’s Ambassador, the Minister of Border Affiars and senior officials at the ceremony. © FAO  
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