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Country: IRAQ 
EMERGENCY FOOD ASSISTANCE FOR IRAQI 

IDPs  

 The sharp decline in temperature and onset of 

heavy winter rains is having a dramatic impact 
on the living conditions of Internally Displaced 
Persons (IDPs); approximately 23 percent of 

IDPs in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq are living 

in structures without doors and windows such 
as  camps and unfinished buildings, where they 
are increasingly exposed to the elements.  

 The food security of people living in militant-

held areas is of serious concern to WFP. 
Dramatic price increases and food as well as 

fuel and water shortages are reported in the 
city of Mosul, which has been under ISIL 
control for almost four months. The city of 
Haditha in Anbar governorate has been 
besieged on all sides by militants for two 
weeks, and is experiencing major food 
shortages, according to informants in the city.  

 

WFP Response 
 Aiming to provide food assistance to people 

affected  by  the  Iraq  crisis  as  part  of  its 
Emergency  Operation,  WFP  tailors  its 
assistance to meet specific needs,  deploying 
three-day or monthly rations, and/or cash and 
voucher transfers.  

 From  June  to  October  this  year,  WFP  has 

reached over 1.4 million people with food 
assistance in Iraq.  

 Now successfully delivering and distributing food 

across all 18 governorates of Iraq, WFP food 

assistance  reaches  vulnerable  and  displaced 
people in Duhok, Erbil, Sulaymaniyah, Kirkuk, 
Diyala,  Najaf,  Ninewa,  Kerbala,  Babil, 
Muthanna, Wassit, Anbar, Thi-Qar, Salah Al-

Din, Baghdad, Qadissiya, Basrah, and Missan. 

 Leading  the  Logistics  and  Emergency 

Telecommunications  Clusters  and  through  a 
Special  Operation,  WFP assists both NGOs 

and UN partners with transport, warehouses, 
communications  and  internet  access.  The 
Logistics Cluster has 60 NGOs and UN partners, 
to whom it offers a total of 1,650 m2 of shared 
warehouse space in Erbil and Duhok, alongside 
air and land transportation support.  

Food Assistance  

ASSISTANCE FOR PEOPLE IN TRANSIT: 

Immediate Response Rations (IRRs)  

 Vulnerable families who have recently 

arrived in camps, urban areas or living with 
host communities, receive portable ready- 

In numbers  

5.2 million people are 

in need of humanitarian aid (OCHA) 

1.8 million people are displaced (OCHA) 

Iraq Funding Shortfalls 

Emergency Operation  US$29 million 

Highlights 

 WFP and its partners the Danish Refugee Council (DRC) 

and Mercy  Corps successfully  deployed the Rapid  Re-
sponse Mechanism (RRM) to assist approximately 5,700 
people returning to their homes in Ninewa governorate, 
and 22,000 newly displaced people in Kirkuk. In collabora-
tion with UNICEF, and other NGO partners, WFP is provid-
ing immediate assistance through the RRM. Stocks of WFP 

Immediate Response Rations (IRRs), UNICEF hygiene kits 
and drinking water are pre-positioned with partners, to 
ensure a quick response to new displacements. 

 The UN launched a new Strategic Response Plan on 23 Oc-

tober, aiming to address the humanitarian needs of 5.2 
million people across Iraq through 2015. The plan requires 
an extra US$1.6 billion in funding. 

 

Situation Update 

 Armed opposition groups appear to have increased their 

efforts to gain territory, with Islamic State of Iraq and the 
Levant (ISIL) taking new towns in Anbar governorate, and 
maintaining offensives in parts of Salah al-Din, Ninewa, 
Diyala  and  Babil  governorates.  In  addition,  worsening 
weather conditions are likely to reduce the effectiveness of 
airstrikes by Iraqi and Coalition air forces. 
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 to-eat food. One single Immediate Response 

Ration provides a family of five with food for 
three days.  

  A provision of specialized nutritional 

supplements has been added to the IRRs for 
children aged between 6 months and 5 years, 
as a measure to prevent malnutrition.  

 Since 1 October, WFP has assisted 

approximately 10,000 people with IRRs, 
through close partnership with Action Contre La 
Faim (ACF), the Agency for Technical 

Cooperation and Development (ACTED), DRC, 
and Mercy Corps. 

 

FOOD ASSISTANCE TO TEMPORARILY SETTLED 
PEOPLE: 

Family Food Parcels (FFP) 

 For families who are temporarily settled and 

have access to cooking facilities, WFP provides 
one  month  FFP.  These  substantial  rations 
include  basic  food  essentials  such  as  rice, 
lentils, and salt, and are nutritionally designed 
to meet the daily intake requirements of a 
family of five for 30 days.   

 Since  1  October,  WFP  has  assisted  over 

423,000 people with FFPs, in partnership with 
ACTED, Barzani Charity Foundation, and ISHO. 

 Logistics  

 During October, Logistics has dispatched 

109,877 FFPs and 8,156 IRRs, equivalent to 
7,755 mt. 

 Responding to increased needs in Duhok 

governorate last week, WFP transported an 
extra 8,000 FFPs to its warehouse in Duhok 
city.  

 

Clusters 

Food Security Cluster  (FSC) 

 Responding to the winterisation needs of IDPs 

living in camps and unfinished or abandoned 

buildings in Duhok governorate, the FSC is 

supporting the coordinated distribution of food 
and non-food items, such as blankets and 
mattresses. This will ensure timely delivery of 
assistance, as weather conditions in the 
governorate are deteriorating rapidly.  

 

 

Emergency Telecommunications Cluster (ETC) 

 The ETC continues to provide radio trainings for 

inter-agency staff, to improve security in the 

field.  

 ETC telecommunications specialists have 

established analogue radio services for NGOs 

operating in Domiz camp outside Duhok city. 
Once the programming of radios is completed, 
the ETC will establish inter-agency radio 
services in Arbat camp, outside Sulaymaniyah 
city. 

Logistics Cluster 

 As agencies scale up their winterisation 

programmes, the Logistics Cluster continues to 

assist partners to store commodities for 

distribution. InterSOS and the Norwegian Refugee 

Council are currently storing a total of 35.4 mt of 

winterisation items at the Logistics Cluster 

warehouse in Duhok governorate. There is 

another Logistics Cluster warehouse in Erbil.  

 The Logistics Cluster takes a lead role in obtaining 

security clearance for UN-cargo arriving at Erbil 

International Airport, facilitating the efficient entry 

of humanitarian commodities into Iraq.  

 

Resourcing Update 

 

 The Emergency Operation in Iraq currently 

requires an additional US$29 million, to assist 

food insecure people affected by the conflict in 
Iraq until April 2015, and prevent a pipeline 
break in January.  

 A budget revision is currently underway to 

scale up food assistance and reach the 
vulnerable newly displaced people since 
August. 

 

Contacts   

Country Director: Jane Pearce 

Jane.pearce@wfp.org 
Food Security Cluster Coordinator: Barb Wigley 

Barb.wigley@wfp.org 
Logistics Cluster Coordinator: Jean-Emile Canu 
Jeanemile.canu@wfp.org 
Emergency Telecommunications Cluster: 

iraq.etc@wfp.org 
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WFP IN ACTION: difficult journeys in Anbar governorate 

ISIL and associated armed groups (AGs) have been expanding and consolidating their hold on territory in 

Iraq’s largest governorate, Anbar. In the past two weeks, thousands of people have fled the renewed ISIL ad-

vance, many of them remaining within the violence-afflicted province. The district of Ramadi hosts approxi-

mately 16,000 people, both recently displaced and those who have been sheltering there for some time. In 

close collaboration with its partner ISHO, WFP is providing Family Food Parcels to displaced people in Ramadi 

district. The trucks drive just 128 km from the ISHO warehouse in Baghdad, normally a journey of a few 

hours. However, due to the large number of military check-points on the roads in this unstable area, it takes 

transporters three whole days to reach Ramadi.  

BETWEEN 15 AND 26 OCTOBER, WFP ASSISTED 40,000 PEOPLE IN ANBAR GOVERNORATE 


