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Central African Republic  

Situation Update 
The situation in Bangui has been relatively calm in the 

past days, with sporadic gunfire but not at the level of 

the previous days. On 2 January clashes between French 

forces and an unknown armed group (indications suggest 

neither ex-Seleka nor anti-Balaka) in Boeing area of 

Bangui led to a spike in violence in the neighbourhood 

which spread to 5th district, before being contained.  

There are reports of increasingly frequent attacks by anti

-Balaka in areas of Bouca, Bozoum, and Baoro/

Bossangoa.  

Reports of continued human rights abuses, protection 

concerns, looting, destruction of housing and property, 

and continued displacement are of serious concern.  

Safety of staff and beneficiaries is of utmost concern.   

Preliminary findings of the Multi-cluster/sector initial 

rapid assessment are anticipated next week and will 

provide an update on the humanitarian (and food 

security) situation since the December escalation of 

conflict.  

In numbers  

237,403 people have received assis-
tance since the escalation of violence   

in early December  

1,725 mt have been distributed: 

 Funding appeal  

USD 107 million for food, nutrition, 
and emergency school meals through 

August 2014 

USD 5 million to maintain humani-

tarian air services through 2014* 

USD 3.4 million for ETC and logistics 

cluster support through May 2014* 

USD 1 million to support the food 

cluster        

*Approximations. SO UNHAS being extended; 
SO for ETC and logistics increasing to accom-
modate new needs    

Central African Republic—UNHAS routes 

Map goes here 

Assistance 
WFP and partners maintain their flexibility and capacity 

to respond in the volatile context, and take advantage of 

any window of opportunity to carry out distributions. 

Rapid checks/assessments are continually carried out to 

monitor IDP numbers on sites.    

Between 31 December—2 January, distributions of previ-

ously positioned food was ongoing in the capital. In addi-

tion, on 31 December WFP provided food rations for 50 

patients in Castor Hospital.  

WFP is working closely with UNICEF, UNHCR, ICRC, MSF, 

and INGOs and community leaders  to find a solution for 

the safe distribution of food and non-food items in areas 

affected by heavy clashes and insecurity, including to 

populations at the airport. WFP Regional Director and 

Emergency coordinator was in Bangui this week to con-

tinue these discussions.   

In December, WFP provided monthly rations to 40,290 

IDPs in Bossangoa. The next round is due in January.  

WFP has begun to pre-position food in areas outside of 

Bangui, including Bossangoa, using its fleet of trucks (10 

mt capacity each) and contracted drivers. The aim is to 

ensure continued assistance to populations in the volatile 

context. The first convoy arrived safely to Bossangoa, 

but security along the road remains volatile, with the 

presence of unofficial checkpoints and crime.             

WFP food support 

(since December) 

Beneficiaries mt 

Bangui 174,402 875 

Bossangoa 41,507 601 

Bouar 21,494 249 



Staff  

 Staff security remains of the utmost concern. In 

the fluid context, a second base is being 

established in Yaounde (Cameroon), to allow for 

the rapid movement of Surge staff.  

 Staff residing in areas of Bangui affected by 

violence have been extracted; national staff and 

households are supported by WFP in transitional 

accommodation, or with hosts in safer areas.  

   

 UNHAS & Logistics cluster 

 Given the uncertainty of commercial flights, 

UNHAS provides transport for humanitarian staff 

and cargo between Bangui and Douala three 

times per week, and further as required.  

 UNHAS flights have resumed following the 31 

December cancellations which resulted from the 

high presence of IDPs on the runway.  

 An Antonov 12 contracted flight from Brindisi 

arrived on 2 January to Bangui with humanitarian 

cargo and equipment.     

 The sectarian nature of the conflict and volatile 

situation means local commercial transporters 

are unable to assure the extensive and reliable 

capacity required for the humanitarian response. 

WFP is elaborating a budget revision to the 

Special Operation to scale up its  fleet of trucks 

(medium capacity with trailers) in order to secure 

additional transport capacity should local 

commercial services be further disrupted.  

 WFP and humanitarian agencies must also 

continue to advocate at the highest levels for 

safe passage of convoys.                 

 

Food security cluster 

 The cluster is formalizing field level agreements 

between WFP and partners for food distributions 

starting from January 2014.        

   

Emergency telecommunications cluster   

 The ETC is working with UNDSS to improve 

security communications systems in Bangui. The 

cluster is supporting UN agencies to install and 

programme VHF radios. In addition, the cluster 

is working on establishing a dedicated radio 

channel for the use of NGOs operating in Bangui.   

 WFP is seeking emergency funds to support 

extension of radio communications coverage in 

Bangui and additional radio operators in the 

field; some equipment is still pending, and 

current funding will only allow for the 

deployment of services to four of the seven 

common operational areas.      

Pipeline/Resourcing 
 The EMOP requires 73,600 mt over eight months. 

Between January-April, WFP requires an average 

of 5,600 mt per month, including 4,200 mt of 

cereals and 110 mt of Supplementary Plumpy.   

 WFP is facing immediate shortfalls from 

January. From February there will be a near 

complete break in stocks (90% shortfall). 

Given the highly volatile situation, it is imperative 

that WFP be in a position to respond to planned 

needs, as well as a potential increase in needs.   

 Currently there are commodities available for 

immediate purchase: cereals through the 

Douala corridor (Cameroon); Supplementary 

Plumpy under the Forward Purchase Facility; and 

pulses in the region. Additional funding is 

urgently required to initiate procurement and 

maximize these purchases. 

 In the immediate term, WFP activated its internal 

advance financing mechanisms and scaled up the 

Forward Purchase Facility. However, these 

internal mechanisms will not be sufficient to 

cover the ever-increasing needs in CAR.   

www.wfp.org/countries/central-african-republic  
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WFP EMERGENCY OPERATION 200650 :  

Given the volatile security, evolving needs, and 

complex working environment, WFP is temporar-

ily suspending its current PRRO and CP. An 

EMOP is being finalized for a phased response:  

Phase 1 (January–April): WFP will focus pri-

marily on scaling up food support to displaced 

and severely food insecure populations, supple-

mented by a special malnutrition prevention ra-

tion to cover children under 5 years and  women 

of reproductive age. Nutrition support to 

PLWHIV/AIDS and emergency school meals will 

support particularly vulnerable groups. Target: 

397,000 persons. 

Phase 2 (May-August): A safety net for mod-

erately food insecure populations at risk of fall-

ing will be introduced, and nutrition and school 

meal activities  scaled up as the lean season es-

calates and already limited stocks and purchas-

ing power are exhausted. Target: 1.24 million 

persons. 

The operation is valued at USD 107 million.  

Contacts   

 Denise Brown, Emergency Coordinator 

 Carlos Veloso, Deputy Emergency Coordinator 

 Logistics Cluster: Jean Emile Canu  

 Food Security Cluster: Eric Michel-Sellier  

 ETC : Michael Dirksen  


