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Central African Republic  

Situation Update  
 The past days have seen significant violence in a number 

of provinces, including Bossembele, Sibut, Kella-Doukou 

(25 km from Bouar), Boali, and Bouar. Villages emptied 

as populations fled to the bush to escape violence. 

Fighting between ex-Seleka and anti-Balaka in Sibut 

comes just  days after the Mayor brokered a reconcilia-

tion between the groups. In Bouar, UN workers and fam-

ilies have taken refuge in the WFP compound.    

 In Bangui, despite the absence of large scale clashes, 

shooting and violence continues to be reported. On 14 

January the body of an NGO worker was found the day 

after he had gone missing. Also on 14 January, ex-

Seleka members allegedly seized properties in “Quartier 

200 villas;” there are reports of fatalities.      

 Trucks continue to be stuck at the border. Drivers fear 

insecurity (clashes, banditry, checkpoints), and refuse to 

continue. The situation is having disastrous impacts on 

supply, and WFP stocks are nearly  exhausted.     

 The national transitional council is expected to appoint a 

new transitional President on Monday 20 January; the 

President will appoint a transitional Prime Minster. There 

is concern of a peak in tensions.  

In numbers 

December: 237,403 beneficiaries in Ban-

gui, Bossangoa, and Bouar with 1,725 mt 

January: 75,063 beneficiaries assisted in 

Bangui and Bouar with more than 559 mt 

 
 
Funding appeal  

Current funding is insufficient to cover needs. 
After March, WFP will not be in a position to re-
spond. This will also impede required pre-
positioning ahead of the rainy season. Additional 
commitments must be secured now.  

EMOP USD 95 million shortfall (88% of 

resources) for food, nutrition, and emergen-
cy school meals  

SO Food Security Cluster USD 1 

million shortfall 

SO ETC and Logistics Clusters 
USD 3 million shortfall  

SO UNHAS USD 7 million shortfall 

SO Augmentation of staff and 

security  USD 5.3 million shortfall 

 

     

 

IDP sites of  Bangui  

Map goes here 

WFP Response  
 Distribution of assistance continues at the airport. In 

parallel, ration cards are being provided to beneficiaries. 

Between 7-18 January, 255.77 mt of cereals, vegetable 

oil, and pulses have been distributed to 37,915 persons. 

 Distribution figures are being validated for activities car-

ried out this week in other locations (including Bouar 

and in villages near Bossangoa).  

 On 17 January additional trucks successfully reached the 

Bossangoa, despite insecurity and checkpoints along the 

road. Distribution is expected to begin in the coming 

days; a half ration of cereal will be provided as a result 

of insufficient stocks.  

 

 December January 

Location Beneficiaries mt Beneficiaries mt 

Bangui 174,402 875 65,775 424.31 

Bossangoa 41,507 601     

Bouar 21,494 249 9,288 135.00 

Total 237,403 1,725 75,063 559.31 



Staff  

 WFP continues to scale up its presence. Dedicat-

ed programme staff has arrived in country to 

reinforce operations and is working with the 

team on an operational scale-up plan. The plan 

considers priorities and risks in the short – me-

dium – and long-term, and operationalizes 

WFP’s programmatic and logistics response out-

lined in the emergency operation.  

Logistics  

 Trucks continue to be stuck  at Beloko (CAR bor-

der) and Garoua Bouali (Cameroon border). 

Clashes, banditry, and checkpoints between Ga-

roua Boulai and Beloko, and along the  Beloko-

Bangui corridor continues to hinder the move-

ment of trucks as drivers refuse to proceed, 

even with escorts. Heavy fighting in Bouar since 

17 January has aggravated the situation. All 

deliveries from Douala have been cancelled for 

the time being, including the movement of 11 

trucks planned for WFP’s fleet augmentation.      

 The impact on WFP’s pipeline is disastrous. Ce-

real stocks in Bangui are no longer sufficient, 

and pulses will soon be in break. Mitigation 

measures (borrowing, substitution) have been 

exhausted, and WFP will be forced to cut rations 

from 20 January and to suspend distributions 

outside of the airport and Bossangoa (the latter 

at half rations of cereals).  

 The concern has been raised to the highest lev-

els. WFP is advocating with all concerned (CAR 

customs, MISCA, local authorities, and trans-

porters) for a rapid solution and safe move-

ments of trucks. 

 The logistics cluster is collecting field data for 

mapping storage and fuel capacity, and is identi-

fying additional warehouse capacity in Bangui. 

Resourcing/Pipeline 
No new contributions have been secured 

since the EMOP was launched 1 January 2014.  

After March 2014, WFP will no longer be in a 

position to respond. Additional commitments 

are required now to avoid cutting rations or 

suspending assistance in an already tense 

and volatile context. 

WFP has activated all internal mechanisms neces-

sary to pre-finance the operation and launch early 

procurement so as to cover priority immediate 

shortfalls in January and part of February. However 

these mechanisms are not sufficient to cover the 

growing needs.  

Priority commodities for general food distribution 

are cereals (the bulk of the food basket and caloric 

requirements), in addition to pulses. From January 

WFP aims to begin distributing ready-to-use 

PlumpySup in complement to the food basket to 

support increased micronutrient intake, targeted to 

children under 5 years of age.  

Stocks are available in the region and under the 

Forward Purchase Facility for immediate purchase.  

PRE-POSITIONING 

The rainy season begins in April, and will aggravate 

already poor road conditions; between May and 

November, movement beyond the capital or main 

towns becomes extremely reduced. This period 

coincides with the peak of the lean season, when 

the impact of the current crisis on household food 

security and nutrition will be most exacerbated, 

and access to food further strained by additional 

peaks in food prices.  

It is imperative to pre-position stocks in stra-

tegic locations by April 2014 to ensure that 

WFP is in a position to respond.  

Partnership 

WFP is reaching out to NGOs with the capacity to 

scale-up operations. On 17 January, WFP met with     

INGOs (including Save the Children, Oxfam, CRS, 

DRC, Acted, ACF, IMC) to discuss possible collabo-

ration in Bangui and beyond the capital.    

www.wfp.org/countries/central-
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Market monitoring/surveillance 

The January 2014 market monitoring/surveillance 

bulletin (ACF/ECHO) for Bangui suggests a grow-
ing threat of a serious food crisis.  

Large-scale suppliers continue to rely on stocks 

secured ahead of the December clashes, and now 

report less than one-month of food supply. Impor-
tation of additional stocks is hindered by insecurity 
(clashes and banditry) along the roads from Chad 
and Cameroon, and the decline in the number of 
commercial transporters.  

A second wave of departure of large-scale suppli-
ers and traders (majority Muslim) is underway fol-
lowing the resignation of the interim President. 
The upcoming Presidential appointment will be an 

important determinant for the future economic and 
food security situation of the country.  

Food prices are remain high in Bangui, with im-
portant fluctuations. Signs point to the risk of 

break in supply and an imminent spike in food 
prices.  

Contacts   

Denise Brown, Emergency Coordinator  

Carlos Veloso, Deputy Emergency Coordinator  

Logistics Cluster: Jean Emile Canu  

Food Security Cluster: Eric Michel-Sellier  

ETC : Michael Dirksen  

For media inquiries:  

Alexis.masciarelli@wfp.org  

WFPCAR.crisis@wfp.org 


