
Annual Report 2013



Vision And Mission

War Child’s mission is to work with war-affected communities to 
help children reclaim their childhood through access to education, 
opportunity and justice. War Child takes an active role in raising 
public awareness around the impact of war on communities and 
the shared responsibility to act.

War Child’s vision is for a world where no child knows war.

All photos © War Child Canada. All beneficiary names have been changed for their own protection.

Cover photo: children at an early childhood development class in Afghanistan.
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Dear friends, 

It is difficult to cling to hope when faced with insatiable need 
to wage war. 2013 was certainly not a good year for optimism. 

The Middle East – a crucible of unrest for a century – continued 
down a path of increasing violence, whose endpoint is far from 
certain. Afghanistan faces an uncertain future as the West 
withdraws its troops, handing over security to local authorities. 
And for the people of South Sudan, the heady scent of freedom 
has been replaced by the stench of death, as its leaders failed 
to resist the call of old, never-forgotten grievances. 

And yet I remain hopeful – and not without reason. At War Child 
we see not only the atrocities paraded across the nightly news 
but the stories behind those images. We see the children in 
Kandahar who successfully petitioned community leaders to clean 
the rotting garbage from the streets that they play on – because 
they identified that as the greatest risk to their health. Or the 
Syrian teachers we met in Jordan who, despite having fled from 
the carnage of that war with nothing, felt compelled to open 
a makeshift school in an apartment building so that refugee 
children would not lose their education. Or the story of Paduom, 
who works for War Child in South Sudan. He was forced to flee 
across the Nile in a rickety row-boat when rebels launched a 
brutal attack on the town of Malakal. And yet he returned to 
carry on the work he had started because, as he told us, “this is 
my home”. 

Paduom’s story speaks to me of what makes War Child stand 
apart. Although the world has changed considerably since I 
founded the organization at the end of the last century, it has 
stayed faithful to its philosophy. We believe in investing in national 
partners and communities. Our programs respect the capacity 
and experiences of local people. We insist on a progressive, 
critical and informed view of what aid is and how it can help 
protect civilians caught in war, by helping them become advocates 
for change within their communities. And we understand that the 
best development involves active listening, and the flexibility to 
evolve and adapt according to the needs on the ground. 

In the following pages you will find examples of some of our 
programs. Each one is just a small part of a bigger picture. In 
2013 our programs reached 425,000 people – no small feat for an 
organization our size. But I have always believed that War Child 
is more than the sum of its programs. It represents an idea – an 
alternative to the status quo. It stands for a more respectful, 
inclusive and responsive form of aid. It is an approach that grows 
out of an appreciation of the remarkable bravery, fortitude and – 
yes – hope of the people in the communities where we work. It is 
their refusal to be defeated by the brutality the world has thrown 
at them that inspires me. I hope it inspires you, too. 

Yours,

Samantha Nutt  
Founder and Executive Director

MessAGe  from the Executive Director



2  War Child Canada  Annual Report 2013

Sudan

South Sudan
Uganda

Afghanistan
Jordan

Democratic Republic of the Congo

WheRe Childhood thRiVes, WAR does not.
Since 1999, War Child has helped over 2 million people in 20 countries across the world – in Asia, 
the Middle East, Africa and Latin America. Our work is currently focused on Afghanistan, Sudan, 
South Sudan, Uganda, Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Jordan.
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Child PRoteCtion

Child protection is about keeping children safe from violence, 
exploitation and abuse. It is an issue in all countries, including 
here in Canada. Here we have strict laws, social services and 
specialist charities that are all in place to prevent and respond to 
child protection violations. Widespread child protection crises are 
thankfully relatively rare here. 

But in war and conflict, child protection violations happen on a 
huge scale. Children are killed or wounded by fighting, some may 
be used as combat soldiers, many are forced to flee their homes 
or are separated from their parents. Sexual violence – particularly 
against girls – is commonplace. 

All our programs are informed by the over-riding need to keep 
children safe. Protection is at the core of everything we do. It 
is why we work with local governments and law enforcement 
officials to ensure that children’s rights are protected and that 
anyone who abuses them is brought to justice. It is why we work 
so hard to get girls an education – because when a mother 
can read, her children are 50% more likely to reach their sixth 
birthday. It is why we establish safe spaces for children where 
they can learn and play without fear. And it is why we strengthen 
and support families, to empower them to give their children 
a protective upbringing and a safe and happy childhood. 

At WAR Child, eVeRythinG BeGins 
And ends With PRoteCtion.
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EDUCATION

15 child friendly 
spaces established 
across the Kandahar
province.

Essential supplies and 
materials for learning 
and play provided to 
each space.

75 Facilitators
trained for 
child-friendly spaces

1,690
children 

attend child
friendly spaces 

Absenteeism 
remained at 

less than 2%

6,147 new 
students enrolled 

in school. 

25% enrolled 
as a result of a 

child-led student 
enrolment campaign.

54% 46%

2,000
school kits distributed 
to the poorest children 

In Afghanistan

50%
of newly 
enrolled 
students 

in Kandahar 
were girls.
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For many in Canada, education means schools and colleges. But 
in countries affected by war it is much broader than that. It can 
mean both formal and informal learning, play, skills training and 
learning about children’s rights and how they might be protected. 
Education is such an integral part of a normal childhood that to 
restore it is always one of War Child’s top priorities.  

In Afghanistan, where War Child operates one of it’s oldest and 
most well established programs, education is combined with strong 
child protection.

Kandahar Province was seriously affected by the US-led war 
against the Taliban and continues to be one of the most insecure 
regions in the country. Children are at risk. In 2013, War Child 
established and fully equipped 15 child friendly spaces across the 
province. They attracted over 1,500 children, offering activities 
as varied as songs, drawing, poems or storytelling, learning 
alphabets, math, and games. The spaces were safe places for 
children to learn and to rediscover childhood. 

The children were encouraged to learn from each other and 
develop leadership skills. They were also given the chance to run 
their own campaigns within the community on issues they chose. 
These included the dangers of street garbage on their health, and 
their campaign resulted in local authorities making efforts to 
clean the streets.  

The children also took part in school enrolment drives which saw 
over 6,000 new students enroll in the province’s schools. Half of 
those new children were girls – another issue the children had 
campaigned on. The poorest 2,000 children – many of whom were 
displaced – were also given school kits, including a bag, ruler, 
pencils, notebook and a pair of shoes. 
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“I now come to school wearing 
shoes and have a bag that I can 
put my books in, as well as sweets 
and other things. I am too happy!”
Jameela, Mirwais Mina High School, Kandahar Province.

“My mum and dad could not 
buy me pencils and other things. 
I couldn’t do my homework 
and I was afraid of my teachers – 
what if they asked if I had a pencil 
or not? Now I am happy – I can 
finish my homework!” 
Abdul-Jamil, Malaila High School, Kandahar Province
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OPPORTUNITY
359  
participants received 
training on land 
management

11,200 students
in 20 schools 

received textbooks 
in different subjects

Four demo farms 
were established

Conducted 
animal management 

and business 
development 
trainings for 

746  livestock 
owners 

Trained six veterinary 
pharmacists on veterinary 

drugs including dosage, 
administration, storage of 

drugs and laboratory 
diagnostic techniques

Animal treatment conducted 
by trained community 
animal health workers for 
2,161 beneficiaries  

20,750 people
provided vouchers to 

purchase seeds and tools

200 attendees at demonstrations 
farms harvested their crops and 
vegetables successfully at the end 
of this training year

The four farms have 
been provided with 
water pumps and 
generators for irrigation

56 
veterinary 
suppliers, 

pharmacists and 
animal health 

workers received 
business training

In Sudan (Darfur)
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In countries at war, opportunities for families to support 
themselves disappear, or they become rare or dangerous. Poverty 
feeds into the cycle of violence, leading to increased insecurity, 
which in turn leads to still fewer opportunities. Children are 
taken out of school to work or beg on the streets, young people – 
particularly boys – become easy recruits for militia, and parents 
are forced into exploitative and dangerous work. 

In Darfur, Sudan, War Child has been running programs to 
counter the opportunity deficit. The region has suffered from 
years of warfare and violence and almost 700,000 displaced 
people are still living in camps. These are where much of 
War Child’s work has been focused. However, in 2013, as rural 
areas became safer, the focus changed to families returning to 
their villages and providing them with the agricultural skills they 
would need to learn or re-learn. 

War Child set up four ‘demonstration farms’ to teach farming 
skills to those who grew up in camps and upgrade those of 
older returnees. War Child also conducted training with farmers 
and pastoralists – separate to the demonstration farms – that 
included livestock management, seed systems and economic 
recovery. Parents were taught farmland management, animal 
husbandry, crop rotation and storage, irrigation techniques and 
business development.  

War Child also trained or retrained veterinary pharmacists, and 
trained community animal health workers to carry out animal 
treatment. Seeds and tools were distributed to over 20,000 people 
and local businesses and markets were established in nearby 
towns to provide an income opportunity for farming communities.  

This approach was rounded off with school rehabilitation and 
teacher training, to allow the children of returning families to 
continue their education while their parents and elder siblings 
work in the fields.

“War Child’s mission is clear—to create 
a conducive environment for childhood. 
Empowering communities in turn protects 
children. War Child is unique because it is 
a part of the community. The families we 
work with are provided with opportunities 
to realize their rights.” 
Fathelrhman Abdelrhman,
Program Coordinator, Darfur



8  War Child Canada  Annual Report 2013

JUSTICE
1,056 
community leaders, 
engaged in discussions 
on rape prevention 
and response

6,549 
community members 
attended 56 open-air 
rights awareness events 
conducted in their 
respective villages

161 cases involving 
female survivors and 17 
involving male survivors 
have been presented to 

court during the year

142 sexual violence cases 
handled by police 
who had received 

rights training

2,573 beneficiaries 
accessed sexual 
violence support 

services using the 
toll-free lines

12 cases of SGBV registered 
as a direct result of information 
provided during radio legal 
panel discussion

20 legal panel discussions 
broadcasted on the radio and 
reached  20,000 listeners

438
survivors of 

sexual violence 
and child rights 

violations 
assisted through 

legal 
interventions

17161

7,147 
legal information,  
communication and  
education materials were 
disseminated in 7 districts 
of Northern Uganda

702 cases registered 
for facilitation through 

Alternative Dispute 
Resolution (mediation)

574 cases were successfully 
mediated with amicable 

resolutions reached. War Child 
monitors the progress of resolved 

cases for at least six months.

In Uganda
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Justice is one of the cornerstones of civil society. Without it there 
can only be chaos. This is what happens when war strikes a 
country. Judicial structures collapse, judges and lawyers lose their 
jurisdiction, and the normal rules of law and morality no longer 
apply. Civilians – in particular – find that their rights mean little in 
the cauldron of violence and atrocity that is modern warfare. 

What is often overlooked is that once the fighting stops, the justice 
vacuum is not immediately filled. The moral squalor of war is not 
cast off with the cessation of gunfire. Nothing is quite the same and 
without the rule of law, the abuses – most often against women 
and children -that became commonplace during conflict will 
continue unabated. 

This has certainly been the case in Northern Uganda, where the 
effects of conflict are still felt today, seven years after the civil 
war ended. War Child has a long-standing and highly respected 
program that, since 2004, has been transforming the legal 
landscape of the region.  

By working with local lawyers, War Child is providing direct and 
free legal aid to women and children who have been victims of 
sexual violence, abuse and abandonment. Working with community 
leaders, the police, judges and probation officers, War Child 
ensures that the child and women’s rights that are written into 
Ugandan law are understood and protected. Through community 
training, consultations, radio programming and sensitization 
programs, the wider community is increasingly aware of what is 
and isn’t acceptable. 

As result of the program, many children who were neglected are 
now able to go to school, many separated families united, cases of 
domestic violence reduced, and a large increase in the reporting 
of sexual violence cases by the community. Women and children 
know their rights. Many survivors of abuse have received free court 
representation, and the perpetrators of sexual violence have been 
brought to justice. Because abuse and violence now comes with 
consequences for those responsible, crime figures are finally falling.  

“The biggest barrier facing my 
country is the environment of 
impunity. Our program focuses 
on sexual violence. It provides 
community members with the 
confidence to step out and report 
incidents of abuse when they occur” 
Sam Odong, War Child staff member
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toM And tRish AndeRson 
“Its been nearly ten years since we, Tom and Trish, retired to Alberta 
from long careers in the “helping professions”. Retirement has 
brought many new and exciting experiences, but we still feel a need 
to contribute to the larger community and to help those in greatest 
need. After hearing Dr. Samantha Nutt on the CBC and reading her 
book, we knew that War Child was a perfect fit. Working in conflict 
areas and in some of the poorest regions on the planet, War Child 
focuses on important root causes of poverty and violence: lack of 
education, lack of opportunity and lack of access to justice. 

We are sure that our contribution to War Child will be put to 
the best possible use. They invest their energies in people and 
communities, using the best available evidence on “what works”. 
They have very low administrative costs and they post their audited 
financial reports online. We are grateful for the opportunity 
to support this organization and we are proud to be one of 
their donors.”

donoR sPotliGht 
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thAnK yoU. 
Our work is not possible without the support of the community believing in our vision of 
a world where no child knows war. Through the generosity of incredible partners and 
individuals, we were able to invest close to $6 million towards our efforts to protect childhood 
in war-affected communities. Our donors inspire us to work tirelessly to ensure education, 
opportunity and justice can become the cornerstone of long-lasting peace.

AdVoCAtes foR WAR Child 
Mobilizing members of the legal community in Toronto, 
the Advocates for War Child Membership Program was 
created to support our efforts to protect the rights of 
women and children in war torn countries. 

On September 30, 2013 the inaugural Access to Justice 
Fundraiser was held at the Virgin Mobile Mod Club in 
Toronto. The evening featured a performance by long 
time War Child supporters Our Lady Peace and was a 
huge success, raising over $89,000.

Special thanks to Michael Eizenga, Ian Roland and 
Linda Rothstein for being true Advocates for War Child, 
helping to rally their peers to raise awareness and funds 
for our legal programming. To find out more about this 
program please visit  
www.warchild.ca/advocates
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donnA lUnAU 
Donna Lunau had an inquiring mind and questioned the 
“why” of everything. Even as a young girl her Sunday 
school teacher called her parents to ask if they could get 
her to stop asking so many questions. She never did. 

Donna and her late husband Jim cared deeply about 
the world around them. So much so, that shortly after 
she learned she had only a few weeks left to live, Donna 
focused many of her final days contemplating how to 
make a lasting impact with her estate. She determined 
her legacy was to leave a generous contribution to each 
of her favourite charities, including War Child.  

The gift from Donna will support critical programs 
benefitting children in war zones, such as access to 
education, so that they too can be as curious as Donna.  
War Child is incredibly grateful to have been a part of 
Donna and Jim’s lasting legacy. 

ChRisty WAGneR And dR. JonAthAn KeRR 
Every year War Child is fortunate to receive support from 
donors who fundraise in their local communities. Many 
community organizers have created unique, fun and 
creative events or activities.

Two of those fundraisers are Christy Wagner and 
Dr. Jonathan Kerr who have been fundraising for War Child 
since 1999. This amazing couple continues to support 
us and in 2013 hosted a fundraiser in their hometown of 
Belleville, featuring an intimate performance by dedicated 
War Child supporter Chantal Kreviazuk. The evening 
raised over $55,000.

Thanks to Christy and Jonathan, along with many other 
community organizers, for their passion and support of 
our work.  

Interested in hosting your own event or fundraising 
activity? Visit www.warchild.ca/fundraise



Thanks to hundreds of generous Canadians and the Aeroplan Beyond Miles program, over 2,000,000 miles 
are donated each year to support War Child’s work. Using these reward miles lowers our administration 
and travel costs, meaning more of every dollar you donate goes towards War Child’s programmes.

Aeroplan members can donate miles at aeroplan.ca/donate, or you can opt-in to automatically designate 
2% of your miles to War Child.

toGetheR, We ARe MAKinG Childhood soAR.
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finAnCiAl sUMMARy



stAteMent of finAnCiAl Position 

 CHARITABLE REG. #872374426RR0001

Assets  December 31, 2013   December 31, 2012

Current Assets

Cash  $ 656,041 $  527,112
Investment   1,036,652  1,316,750
Accounts and donor receivable   585,005  380,916
Prepaid expenses and deposits   37,095  23,970

  2,314,793  2,248,748

Capital assets   39,667  31,864

 $ 2,354,460 $  2,280,612

liABilities And net Assets

Current Liabilities

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities  $ 239,121 $  68,460
Deferred contributions   236,165  286,192

  475,286  354,652

Net Assets   1,879,174  1,925,960

 $ 2,354.460 $  2,280,612
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as at December 31, 2013



ReVenUe  December 31, 2013 December 31, 2012

Grants  $ 3,371,027  $  4,274,159
Foundations   276,433  170,891
Donations   627,533  465,555
Special events   286,178  209,032
Corporate   412,651  190,936
Other   33,126  99,444
Donations-in-kind   699,557  1,344,306

 $ 5,706,505 $ 6,754,323

exPenses

Program
 International programmes $ 3,568,137 $  4,012,255
 Programme support   847,963  781,790
Operations      
 General administration    320,274  227,380
 Fundraising    307,320  349,160
Donations-in-kind   699,557  1,344,306

 $ 5,743,251 $ 6,714,891

(Deficiency) excess of revenue over expenses before the undernoted   (36,746)  39,432
Less amortization   (10,040)  (8,667)

(Deficiency) excess of revenue over expenses for the year   (46,786)  30,765
Net assets, beginning of year   1,925,960  1,895,195

Net assets, end of year $ 1,879,174 $ 1,925,960

stAteMent of oPeRAtions
And Change in Net Assets 
year ended December 31, 2013

The Statement of financial position as at December 31, 2013 and the Statement 
of operations and changes in net assets for the year then ended have been 
extracted from the 2013 audited financial statements of War Child Canada. 
A full version of those audited financial statements is available upon request.
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If you want to make a lasting impact on the lives of children, consider signing up as  
a War Child Hero today.

Our Heroes give a regular monthly gift so together with our partners, we can protect the well-being of 
children and families in war zones. Dr. Samantha Nutt has often said, “the most effective way to give is 
regular monthly donations. The enemy of effective aid is one thing; and that one thing isn’t corruption or 
lack of capacity or even insecurity. It’s inconsistency. So don’t give to charity. Give to change”

Sign up today to become a Hero at warchild.ca/heroes to show that you believe in protecting childhood.
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489 College St., Suite 500, Toronto, Ontario, Canada  M6G 1A5  
Phone 416.971.7474      Fax 416.971.7946

www.warchild.ca Charitable Reg. #: 872374426RR0001



WheRe Childhood thRiVes, WAR does not.
Childhood is a pivotal time in our lives. But it is also fragile, 
and can be easily corrupted by the effects of war. By providing 
access to education, opportunity and justice, War Child gives 
children in war-affected communities the chance to reclaim 
their childhood and break the cycle of poverty and violence.

Join us today at warchild.ca/donate
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