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  74.4 million

  7.4 million

requested

received

2.5 million

Total number of 
people reached

People reached in 
Hard to reach areas

0.5 million

MODUS OPERANDI
UNICEF WASH efforts continue to focus on providing 
life-saving water trucking and quick repairs to critical water 
sources, while developing alternative water sources as well as 
rehabilitating and maintaining water infrastructure. In 
accessible locations, UNICEF delivers WASH programme 
interventions through direct implementation, by working with 
national and international partners. In hard to reach and 
besieged areas, UNICEF delivers critical WASH services and 
supplies through available channels, including partnering with 
local NGOs, inter- or single-agency cross-line convoys and 
cross-border operations from Jordan and Turkey. As part of 
the Whole of Syria approach, UNICEF leads and coordinates 
the WASH sector.

PROGRAMME FOCUS
In March, UNICEF supported rehabilitation of the Ain al Bayda water pumping station which 
benefits approximately 300,000 residents in North-East Aleppo. Power supply continues to be 
disrupted in Aleppo, with difficulties repairing conflict damaged transmission lines and power plants. 
Power disruptions affect city water pumping station functionality, reducing access to drinking water 
for around 2 million people in West and East Aleppo. In response UNICEF is the key provider of 
fuel for the water pumping stations, providing over 1.5 million litres of fuel since August 2015.

Since the lifting of the siege in Nabul and Zahraa in Aleppo Governorate in early February, UNICEF 
continues water trucking, providing 1 million litres per day beneiftting some 50,000 people. UNICEF 
also continues water trucking in Eastern Aleppo, providing an average of 1 million liters of water per 
day, benefiting almost 40,000 people. A further 268,700 people in 16 hard-to-reach locations 
benefited from the rehabilitation of water networks, repair of pumping stations, provision of hygiene 
supplies and hygiene promotion activities. WASH supplies for at least 7,900 people were delivered 
in the three besieged areas of Foah/Kifraya (Idleb), Kafr Batna and Madaya (Rural Damascus).

Jan - Mar 2016

SITUATION ANALYSIS
Five years of destruction, electricity and water cuts, blockades and price increases have brought public services in Syria to the 
point of collapse. The conflict has destroyed water infrastructure, leading to chronic unavailability of safe water in most of the 
country. While a number of factors underlie the recurrent water supply shortage, the most prominent of these include 
deficiencies in electricity supply, sabotage and damage to power generation plants’ gas feeding systems as well as the failure 
of existing water supply systems to meet the increased demand created by the large influx of displaced people, and systemic 
system failure due to sub-optimal maintenance. In some cases parties to the conflict have cut water deliberately, using it as a 
tactic of war. Earlier this month, UNICEF reported that water in Aleppo was cut off for 48 days. In Aleppo City during the 
summer of 2015, water was cut off more than 40 times. Overall, nearly eight million people in Aleppo, Rural Damascus and 
Dar’a were affected by the deliberate water cuts across the country. Some 70% of Syrian children do not have access to a 
reliable water supply, and 66% of Syria’s sewage is untreated.
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Population served by support to repair/ rehabilitation/ augmentation of water 

and sanitation systems

Population served by support to operation and maintenance of water and 

sanitation systems

Individuals supported with access to essential WASH NFIs

Individuals benefitting from access to improved lifesaving/ emergency 

WASH facilities and services

4.6 m

1 m

13 m
12.5 m

849,500

456,558

UNICEF Targets

632,911
1.5 m

% covered

18%

43%

96%

41%

Beneficiaries (estimated) in besieged & hard to reach areas served with 

essential WASH supplies through convoys
5 251,550 n/a
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> 500,000
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