
  

Viet Nam: Drought and Saltwater Intrusion   
Situation Update No. 1 (as of 24 March 2016) 

 
 
This update is issued on behalf of the United Nations Resident Coordinator in Viet Nam. It covers the period from 10 to 23 March 
2016. The next update will be issued around early April 2016.  

Highlights 
• Since January, severe drought and saltwater intrusion has 

significantly affected the livelihood, food security and water 
supply of nearly 1.8 million people across all provinces in South-
Central, Central Highlands and Mekong Delta regions. 

• To date, 39 out of 63 provinces in Vietnam have been impacted 
by drought – 12 provinces declared a State of Emergency.  

• The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, United 
Nations and NGOs partners are conducting a joint multi-cluster 
rapid assessment to inform response planning. Findings are 
expected to become available around 1 April. 

• On 15 March, the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development 
organized a development partners meeting on the drought 
situation in the south of Viet Nam where situation from three 
affected provinces were discussed. As an outcome of this 
meeting, the Government, UN and INGOs decided to carry out a 
multi-cluster rapid assessment to better understand the 
immediate needs of the affected provinces.  

 

Situation Overview  
Since late 2014, a serious drought has been impacting the South 
Central Coast, Central Highlands and Southern regions of Vietnam. 
Lower than average rainfall and very high temperatures throughout 
2015 further exacerbated the situation. In the first half of 2015, nine 
provinces were seriously affected in the South Central Coast, 
Central highlands and Southern Vietnam (Quang Tri, Binh Dinh, 
Khanh Hoa, Ninh Thuan, Dak Lak, Dak Nong, Gia Lai, Nghe An, 
Kon Tum). Among these, three provinces declared the emergency 
situation in June 2015 (Ninh Thuan, Binh Thuan and Nghe An). 
For the past three months, the ongoing drought, water shortage 
and salt intrusion have posed a significant risk to some 1.75 million 
people in the South-Central regions, Central Highlands and Mekong Delta regions of Vietnam. A total of 39 out of 
the 63 provinces (62 per cent) of Viet Nam have been affected and 12 provinces have declared a State of 
Emergency (Binh Thuan, Ben Tre, Vinh Long, Soc Trang, Ca Mau, Tra Vinh, Tien Giang, Long An, Gia Lai, Kon 
Tum, Ninh Thuan, Kien Giang).  
As of 17 March, the upstream water level of the Mekong River is reported very low (water level on Tien River in 
Tan Chau was 0.31 metre; water level on Hau River in Chau Doc was 0.54 metre). It is expected that the water 
flow in rivers in the Central Region will continue to decrease until the end of June. 
The drought is attributed to saline (salt) intrusion in the Mekong Delta affecting aquifers (underground water 
sources) which usually supports the domestic water demand.  
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Average capacity of medium and big reservoirs have also reached low capacities; some reservoirs are at 60 to 70 
per cent of their full design capacity. At least four reservoirs (Da Ban, Song Bieu, Lanh Ra and Da Bac) have 
reached considerably low levels as of 15 March. According to national weather forecasts, there is a 90 per cent 
probability that effects of El Niño will continue until mid-2016. 

Overview of Needs and Response 
National Response 

• On 15 March, the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development and the UN Resident Coordinator co-chaired a 
Conference of Development Partners and international donors on drought and saltwater intrusion response in 
South-Central, Central Highlands and Mekong Delta regions.  

• The Standing Office of the Central Steering Committee on Natural Disaster Prevention and Control also held a 
workshop in Binh Dinh province on disaster response for the central region and central highlands.  

• On 22 March, the People’s Aid Coordinating Committee (PACCOM) called on development partners for support to 
affected communities on food security for the short-term, water, hygiene and sanitation and livelihood 
improvement. 

• Steering Committee on Natural Disasters Prevention and Control in Central Highlands region is closely monitoring 
weather forecasts, water source and mobilising all forces to meet minimum needs for domestic water supply. 

• The Vietnam Red Cross committed a total of 4 billion VND (about US$180,000) as initial support for affected 
provinces. 

• The Bank for Investment and Development of Vietnam (BIDV) supported 23 billion VND ($1 million) for drought 
response in 16 provinces of South-Central, Central Highlands and Mekong Delta. 
 

International Response 
• UN agencies are coordinating with national partners and international NGOs to monitor the drought situation 

including the following activities: drought mapping and risk assessment was by UNITAR-UNDP; development of 
drought index and assistance with impacts to the agricultural sector and salinity intrusion by FAO; water, sanitation 
and health and nutrition status by UNICEF; and health by WHO-Ministry of Health. 

• Government, UN, NGO partners and the Red Cross met on 18 March to plan for a multi-cluster rapid needs 
assessment. Assessment teams will present key findings around 30 March. Oxfam will also conduct an 
Emergency Market Mapping Analysis to understand the impact on water supply for households. 
 

The main needs and response, particularly in the 12 most-affected provinces are summarized below. 
 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 
Cluster focal point: Lalit Patra (lpatraa@unicef.org)  
 

Damages and Needs:  
• Reports by the Government indicate a total affected population of 1.75 

million people including 455,000 children across 91 districts. 
• Apart from local water supply systems, about 220 water schemes are 

affected. 
Response: 

• The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, along with Central 
Steering Committee on Natural Disaster Prevention and Control, will extend 
immediate relief assistance to critically affected provinces with: continued 
water trucking; extension of pipes from water supply scheme; and 
emergency small scale repairs (e.g. repair broken pumps, pipelines, etc.). 

• The National Center for Rural Water Supply and Sanitation has circulated 
information to 30 provinces to address water shortage and the salt intrusion, 
providing them with guidance for short and long term. 

• Information on technology to treat water is being provided and a manual for household water treatment and 
storage developed. Training courses targeting technicians of the Centre for Rural Water Supply and Sanitation, 
and heads of clinics and communes will take place in April focusing on provinces in the Mekong. 

 

Photo showing distribution of water supply in 
Ninh Thuan province. MARD. 



Vietnam Drought and Salt Water Intrusion Situation Update No. 1 | 3 
 

• On 16 March, the Emergency WASH Working Group partners met and 
have joined the multi-sectoral rapid assessment. Oxfam plans to carry 
out an Emergency Market Mapping Analysis in Ben Tre and Tra Vinh 
which will provide supplementary information to understand rise in 
price in WASH, market and essential needs, and affordability of people 
to design short and medium term responses. 

• Viet Nam Red Cross is mobilising to support 11,000 households in 11 
affected provinces (Ben Tre, Vinh Long, Soc Trang, Ca Mau, Kien 
Gian, Tra Vinh, Tien Giang, Long An, Gia Lai, Binh Thuan and Ninh 
Thuan. Each household will receive 40 litres of water, two plastic cans 
for water storage and one box of 100 purifying water tablets. The total 
value is estimated at 4.2 billion VND (approximately $188,000). 
 

 Food Security and Livelihoods 
Cluster focal points: Roberta Tranquilli (roberta.tranquilli@fao.org) and Nguyen Phuong Oanh (oanh.nguyenphuong@fao.org)   
 

Damages and Needs: 
• Around 1.75 million people have had their income significantly affected due to the 

agricultural impact of the drought and salt intrusion. 
• A total of 226,094 hectares of agricultural and aquaculture lands are currently affected. 

An additional 352,832 hectares are at risk and if the drought continues through June, a 
total of 690,000 hectares could be damaged.  

• Agricultural yield is reduced up to 70 per cent in some areas. 
• In the Mekong Region, the risk of forest fire is at the highest level. 

Response: 
• The Government has identified longer term interventions to respond to the disaster and capacity building for 

livelihood resilience and local governance to cope with disasters events. 
• FAO and the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development are undertaking longer term drought management 

initiatives such as strengthen existing agro-climatic information system to improve monitoring and early warning. 
An initial pilot is being conducted in Ninh Thuan province.  
 

 Health 
Cluster focal point: Vu Quang Hieu (vuh@wpro.who.int)  

• To date, there are no reported changes in the general health conditions in the affected areas. 
• Ministry of Health is closely tracking the situation in collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 

Development and their provincial counterparts to understand the health consequences of drought and saline 
intrusion. 
 

 Nutrition 
Cluster focal point: Nguyen Dinh Quang (ndquang@unicef.org)  

• There is currently no fluctuation in the nutrition status among children under 5 and women in affected provinces. 
• The National Institute of Nutrition and partners are closely monitoring the situation. 

 

General Coordination 
The Government through the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, UN agencies and INGOs are jointly 
conducting a multi-cluster rapid assessment in the South-Central, Central Highland and Mekong Delta regions. 
Field teams are expected to complete data collection on 24 March. National authorities, the UN and partners 
continue to closely monitor the situation in affected provinces. 
 

 

 
Image from Khanh Hoa, Southeast region. MARD 
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For the UN Humanitarian Response 
Pratibha Mehta (Ms.), UN Resident Coordinator, United Nations in Viet Nam, 304 Kim Ma, Ha Noi, Vietnam. Email: 
pratibha.mehta@one.un.org 

For media enquiries  
Susan Mackay (Ms.), UN Communication Manager, United Nations in Viet Nam, 304 Kim Ma, Ha Noi, Vietnam. Email: 
susan.mackay@one.un.org 

For the UN Situation update 
Bui Viet Hien (Ms.), UN Disaster Risk Management Team Secretariat, United Nations in Viet Nam, 304 Kim Ma, Ha Noi, Vietnam. Email: 
bui.viet.hien@undp.org 
 

        
              

 


