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FOOD SECURITY SNAPSHOT 

 2012 cereal planting intentions indicate an increase in area 
planted 

 2011 rice production higher than in 2010, but maize output 
lower  

 Inflation at high levels  

Cereal plantings to increase in 2012  
The summer rice crops (October-May), which are currently in the 
growing phase, were affected by rodent infestation in February. An 
assessment is being made of the number of hectares hit. Sowing of the 
2012 winter rice and maize crops will begin in April/May. 
 
The total area under rice is forecast to expand by 12 percent, and the 
area sown with maize by 14 per cent. To boost agricultural production 
and reverse last year’s reduction in the maize, soya beans and 
sugarcane harvests, the Government is planning to distribute 
agricultural inputs before sowing and set producer prices at profitable 
levels. 

Rice production higher in 2011, but maize output 
lower  
Total rice production in 2011 was 1.1 million tonnes — 22 percent 
above the previous year’s figure. This reflects a significant improvement 
in yields and the strategy of setting prices in line with costs. Maize 
production in 2011 is expected to be lower than in 2010, owing to the 
flooding caused by torrential rainfall during the agricultural season and 
delays in sowing which affected yields.   

Inflation at high levels  

Inflation was 27.6 percent in 2011, slightly above the previous year's 
figure and the highest in Latin America. This was despite a November 
2011 law setting maximum prices for a series of goods and services, 
which were added to the list of basic products regulated since 2003. 
The food scarcity index, which measures the absence of products on 
the market, rose from 15.2 percent in December 2011 to 16 percent in 
January 2012. 

 
 

 
 
 

 


