
For more information, contact: Rita Maingi, Information Officer, maingir@un.org, Tel. (+254) 734 800 120) 
Another update on the humanitarian situation in Kismayo will be issued in coming days.  

 Key issues:  
 At least 50 people killed, 150 others wounded following renewed armed clashes between political rivals in Kismayo in southern Somalia from 28 to 30 June; 1,604 people displaced cumulatively in June.   
 One humanitarian aid worker killed and another seriously wounded. 
 A planned polio campaign in Kismayo district disrupted; other humanitarian activities suspended. 
 As of 2 July, the situation was calm; businesses and some humanitarian operations had resumed. 

 
Situation overview:  
 Heavy fighting broke out in Kismayo, Lower Juba region, in southern 

Somalia, from 28 to 30 June between rival political groups. Preliminary 
reports from partners and hospital indicate that at least 50 people lost 
their lives while 150 others were wounded in the skirmishes. On 1 July, 
34 wounded civilians were evacuated; they were mainly women, children 
and elderly persons. 

 According to UNHCR, 840 people fled Kismayo to villages in Lower Juba 
region between 29 June and 1 July. Owing to heightened tensions 
during the course of the month, 1,604 people were displaced 
cumulatively in June.   

 Widespread looting was reported in the city including hotels, shops and 
other businesses. A Mother and Child Health Centre was raided of 
medicines and medical equipment. At least one local NGO had its office 
looted and partially destroyed. 
 

Humanitarian impact: 
  
 A polio campaign in Kismayo district planned from 1 to 7 July targeting 

24,000 people of all age groups was put on hold. Vaccines and other 
supplies did not arrive in Kismayo due to the insecurity.  

 Nutrition programmes were suspended during the hostilities; partners 
were hoping to resume activities on 2 July. 

 The Kismayo General Hospital remains open, but is overwhelmed by the 
number of casualties. The hospital is experiencing a severe shortage of 
medicines as well as medical personnel as some have fled while others 
are caught up in the fighting.  

 One humanitarian worker was killed when off duty, assisting a wounded 
civilian. Another aid worker was wounded. 

 Two schools were destroyed after militias used them as defense 
positions. Schools have been closed since fighting started on 28 June. 

 Water Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) programmes stopped due to the 
fighting. 

 
 

Operational context:  
 From 28 to 30 June, heavy fighting erupted in Kismayo between 

Raskambooni forces loyal to Ahmed Madobe, whose election as Jubaland 
president on 15 May has been disputed, and militia allied to Colonel Barre 
Hirale.  

 The majority of Kismayo residents did not flee the city. However, local 
sources indicate that some few hundreds of people left for villages in Lower 
Juba region, while some went to Hagadera in Kenya’s Dadaab refugee 
camps. Transportation costs per person from Kismayo to Hagadera 
reportedly doubled from US$50 to $100. The displaced said they were 
observing the situation and would return to Kismayo as soon as calm 
returns. The humanitarian situation may deteriorate due to the fragile 
situation and it is possible that instability could spread and destabilize other 
towns in the region. 

 Concern has been expressed that boats will be hampered from navigating 
Kismayo waters due to heavy winds, potentially affecting the delivery of 
food supplies, and thereby increasing food prices in town. 

 In the first week of June, conflict erupted between Ahmed Madobe and Iftin 
Hasan Baasto, traditional clan rivals who have dominated Kismayo in the 
last few years. Baasto is among at least three others who proclaimed 
themselves president of the area. Although the issue was initially about 
political leadership between individuals, it quickly took on a clan dimension. 
Clan elders unsuccessfully engaged in mediation efforts to reach a solution 
to avoid the risk of a deepening of the conflict. 
 

 

60,000 
people in need of humanitarian aid in 
Kismayo (incl. emergency, crisis and stress) 

42,000 
people in emergency and crisis in Lower 
Juba 

91,000 
people in stress in Lower Juba

386,000 
total population in Lower Juba  
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Humanitarian activities:  
The information below is a snapshot of activities and is being updated with humanitarian partners.  

Cluster Kismayo activities 

 
Education 

 Schools have been closed since 28 June due to the fighting. 

 
Food security 

  To be updated 

 
Health 

 The main health facility is Kismayo General Hospital. WHO supports the trauma and surgical care department whereas DIAL supports MCH/outpatient services. Kismayo Hospital is partially 
functioning due to its current bad condition. Renovation and construction in the hospital was planned for July 2013 to establish a trauma centre and a maternity centre. 

 The hospital is facing severe supply shortages and needs to be replenished.   
 The estimated target population for the Polio campaign suspended was 24,000 people. 

 

 
Shelter and NFI 

 Partners are planning an assessment mission to host communities who houses are suspected to have been destroyed during the fighting. 
 The assessment will inform response activities in the coming days. 
 Partners have enough NFI stocks but may need more depending on how many houses were damaged. 
 Other activities are expected to resume next week including cash-for-work. 

 

 
Nutrition 

 Nutrition sites temporarily closed due to the clashes, but are expected to open by 2 July duly replenished with supplies previously prepositioned in the area. 
 The current nutrition partners in Kismayo are DIAL (OTP and TSFP), Muslim Aid (OTP and BSFP), Himilo (TSFP), and MSF-SC. SRCS (OTP) also has nutrition programmes. 

 
Protection 

 Kisima and SEDHUURO have on-going population movement tracking/protection monitoring network programmes in partnership with UNHCR. 

 
WASH 

 Construction of pit latrines and shallows in Kismayo settlements for displaced, by Juba Foundation. About 30 pit latrines constructed and 10 shallow wells rehabilitated. Project affected by 
fighting, resumption of activities to be confirmed. 

 


