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OPERATIONAL UPDATE    

On 20 June, World Refugee Day, UNHCR honours the resilience and courage of 
those who have been forced to flee war, persecution and violence. World Refugee 
Day also provides an opportunity to recognise the communities and people in Yemen who 
receive refugees and the internally displaced, offering them safety, and welcoming them 
into their schools, workplaces and society. Yemen, the poorest state in the Middle East, is 
currently grappling with close to two million internally displaced people, and is a temporary 
home for over 280,000 refugees and asylum seekers. To mark the occasion of World 
Refugee Day, events took place across the country, bringing families together in solidarity.  
 
As conflict continues on all frontlines, UNHCR teams across the country worked to 
respond to the most vulnerable internally displaced persons (IDPs), IDP returnees 
and refugees. Assistance continued to reach families in deeply contested areas, despite 
the deteriorating situation on the ground in Yemen. Challenges include a vast protection 
crisis, exacerbated by widespread food insecurity and malnutrition, cholera, crumbling 
public services and gaining access to assist those most in need as hostilities continue.  
 
IDP RESPONSE  

UNHCR’s country-wide efforts to disburse rental subsidies to vulnerable displaced 

and IDP returnee families is well underway. Assessments and distribution of rental 

subsidies are continuing with a goal of assisting 9,200 families (64,400 individuals) by the 
end of July. The subsidy covers three months’ worth of rental costs with a total of US $300 
per family. This week, rental subsidies reached 309 vulnerable households in Amanat Al 
Asmiah, Amran and Dhamar Governorates. A further 2,084 households were assessed in 
Sa’ada, Hajjah and Dhamar Governorates, with distribution expected shortly.  
 
Ensuring safe and dignified shelter for displaced families remains a core mandate 
of UNHCR in Yemen, particularly given its role as lead agency for the 
Shelter/NFI/CCCM Cluster. UNHCR is working toward the rehabilitation of 1,000 war-
affected homes in the southern governorates of Aden, Lahj and Al-Dhale’e. So far, 654 
homes have been technically assessed by UNHCR partner, Society for Humanitarian 
Solidarity (SHS), with the goal of providing dignified and safe homes for families.  
 
UNHCR responds to the needs of displaced Yemenis, impacted by rainy season. 
Verification of 398 flood-affected families is underway in Abs district, Hajjah Governorate, 
through UNHCR partner, Abs Development Organisation (ADO), with assistance planned 
urgently. An emergency assessment for a further 137 affected families in Al Mashanah 
district in Ibb Governorate was carried out by UNHCR partner ACTED, with distribution of 
emergency shelter kits and non-food items to take place in the coming days. 
 
REFUGEE RESPONSE 

UNHCR is continuing support of the wider cholera response, including a planned 
donation to the World Health Organisation (WHO) of hospital tents, family tents and 
plastic sheeting to establish temporary Diarrhoeal Treatment Centres (DTC) in Aden. 
UNHCR efforts focus on confronting the epidemic in areas with a high concentration of 
refugees, through supported health and community centres and early case detection/ 
surveillance and referral services. In Kharaz camp, suspected cases are referred to the 
UNHCR DTC. In Sana’a, one cholera case among the refugee population was confirmed 
this week, and is receiving treatment. Awareness raising sessions reached over 1,500 
people across Yemen this week; half of whom were from host communities.  
 
UNHCR, in close coordination with IOM, Yemen authorities and the Somali Consul, 
are working toward the roll out of the Assisted Spontaneous Return (ASR) 
programme for Somalis. As the situation in Yemen continues to deteriorate, Somalis have 
received information on conditions in return locations in Somalia and detailed information 
on the voluntary return process.

KEY FIGURES 

18.8 
million people in need 
 

1,988,946  
Internally Displaced Persons 

(IDPs)  

 

81 
Percentage of IDPs displaced 

for more than a year  

900,258 
IDP returnees  

860,061 
recipients of NFIs since March 
2015 

 
280,096 
refugees and asylum seekers  

24,559 
new arrivals to Yemeni coast 

since 1 January 2017 

 

FUNDING 

USD 114.6 million  
requested for IDPs and refugees in 

Yemen for 2017 

 
 

 

 


