
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

WFP Ukraine  
Country Brief    
 

 
 

 

 
Emergency Assistance 

to Civilians Affected by 
the Conflict in Ukraine 

 

EMOP 200765 

(Nov. 2014 – Dec. 

2016)** 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total 

Received  

(in USD) 

 

1 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD) 

127.7 m 
54.5 m 
(43%) 

N/A 

**Project ended in December 
 

Assistance for Food-

Insecure and 

Vulnerable Populations 

Affected by Conflict 

and Loss of 

Livelihoods in Eastern 

Ukraine 

 

PRRO 200953 

(Jan. – Dec. 2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

35.7 m 3.8 m  13 m 

*January – June 2017 

 

WFP’s Emergency Operation (EMOP) in Ukraine provided 

food assistance to internally displaced people (IDPs), 

returnees and people who are suffering as a result of the 

conflict in eastern Ukraine (Donetsk and Luhansk regions) 

since November 2014. Affected populations have not only 

lost homes and livelihoods, but also access to land to 

grow food.  

WFP provided monthly food parcels (equivalent to 

approximately 1,600 kcal per person per day) and cash-

based transfers (UAH 550, approximately USD 20 per 

month) to ensure access to sufficient food to vulnerable 

populations. The type of assistance depended on local 

conditions such as availability of food at local markets and 

whether financial institutions were functioning. WFP’s 

food basket included: pasta, wheat flour, beans, canned 

fish, sugar, salt, buckwheat and vegetable oil.   

WFP takes into account gender inequalities when 

assessing food needs and programming assistance. 

Women in Ukraine are considered to be more vulnerable 

due to lack of employment options and their traditional 

household and care-giving responsibilities.  

Starting January 2017, WFP begins implementation of the 

Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO) which 

will continue to address food needs of the most 

vulnerable people in eastern Ukraine while gradually 

supporting early recovery activities aiming at enhancing 

Highlights 
 In December, WFP prepared for the Protracted 

Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO) 

implementation which will replace the 

Emergency Operation in 2017 and will focus on 

activities designed to meet the short to 

medium term food security needs of vulnerable 

populations in eastern Ukraine, providing 

emergency food assistance and engaging 

people in livelihood creation activities.  

 

 The official launch of the Ukraine Humanitarian 

Response Plan (HRP) for 2017 took place in 

December. The HRP targets 700,000 people 

with food and livelihood assistance. 

 

 

 

local livelihoods, increasing income, diversifying crops, 

and rehabilitating productive assets. Where feasible, 

moderately food-insecure populations will be engaged 

in training and asset creation activities. Under this 

project, WFP is planning to meet the needs of 220,000 

food insecure Ukrainians.  

Logistics Cluster Support to 

the Humanitarian Response 

in Ukraine  

 

SO 200821 

(March 2015 - Dec 2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received (in 

USD) 

 

5.4 m  3.7 m 

Logistics Cluster 

Despite the unpredictable situation and restricted 

access, the Logistics cluster attempts to remain flexible 

and respond to the demands of the humanitarian 

community operating in Ukraine. Based on previous 

experience and the checkpoint capacity, it was 

evaluated that any convoy delivering humanitarian aid 

from Government-Controlled Area (GCA) to Non-

Government Controlled Area (NGCA) should not exceed 

the amount of 35 trucks for it to be processed in one 

day at the checkpoint. Nevertheless, during December 

2016, the Logistics Cluster continued to facilitate joint 

humanitarian convoys to the most hard-to-reach 

locations in NGCA and successfully facilitated an 

interagency convoy of 54 trucks delivering more than 

660 mt/2315 m3 of Shelter, WASH, Health and 

Programme items (child mattresses, blankets, pillows) 

to Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts. 

 

Credit: WFP\Tatiana Stoliarenko 
Caption: A girl who has received WFP food rations in 
Mironoskiy village, Donetsk region, Ukraine 
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WFP Assistance 

 

PRRO 200953  

In Numbers 

4.4 m people affected by the conflict 

3.8 m people in need of assistance 

600,000 people in need of food assistance 
 

62% 38% 

70,305 
People Assisted 
December 2016 
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Operational Updates 

 While providing assistance, WFP is prioritizing people 

that are found to be the most vulnerable to food 

insecurity: elderly people (living alone or as a couple) 

with no support of their relatives, women-headed 

households with children, chronically ill people (people 

living with Tuberculosis, HIV or cancer) and people 
living with disabilities.   

 Under the framework of the WFP-UNHCR Memorandum 

of Understanding (MoU) on a joint project for the 

reconstruction of destroyed houses, WFP delivered 

13,000 food parcels to UNHCR in Luhansk NGCA for 

further distribution to those in need. The MoU is 
extended until the end of February 2017. 

 With the purpose of ensuring resources transfer from 

WFP’s EMOP to activities planned under the new PRRO 

in 2017, 29,169 food parcels were prepositioned in the 

Logistic Cluster warehouse in Dnipro, GCA. 

 In December, WFP Ukraine finalised distribution of e-

vouchers and cash transfers to the 51,466 affected 

people in the GCA.  

 

Challenges 

 Humanitarian access to NGCA still remains very 

restricted while the population there is assessed as the 

most vulnerable in an insecure and volatile 
environment.   

 Due to the ongoing conflict, the previously operating 

Ukrainian banking system stopped functioning in NGCA. 

As the new local banking system is expanding, NGCA 

population has more possibilities to retrieve their 

salaries, pensions and social benefits. However, it is 

still not possible to make any cash transfers between 

GCA and NGCA since the connection between two 
banking systems has not been legally established. 

 People In Need (PIN) is WFP’s NGO partners in Donetsk 

and Luhansk NGCAs. Following the suspension of PIN’s 

operations in Donetsk NGCA in November, the NGO’s 

activities have been put on hold in Luhansk NGCA as 

well. This challenge will hinder WFP’s ability to reach 

people living in the area. WFP is assessing the situation 

to decide how the remaining food distributions planned 
in the area can be implemented.  

 

Resourcing 

 The Government of Italy has allocated a donation of 

EUR 700,000 to support the food insecure population 

of Eastern Ukraine through WFP PRRO in 2017. 

 Under the PRRO, WFP’s total required resources to 

assist 220,000 people in 2017 are USD 35.7 million. 
 

Humanitarian Response Plan 2017 (HRP) 

The official launch of the Ukraine Humanitarian Response 

Plan (HRP) for 2017 took place in December. The HRP 

targets 700,000 people with food and livelihood assistance, 

including 200,000 people in GCAs, 400,000 people in 

NGCAs, and 70,000 IDPs with a budget of USD 65.2 

million. While the highest needs still exist within the NGCAs 

and along the contact line, those areas continue to be the 

most challenging to access for humanitarian activities. 

 

 

Donors (in 2016): Germany, Japan and USA. 

Partners (in 2016): Adventist Development and Relief 

Agency (ADRA), AICM (Aide International a la 
Cooperation Medicale), Donbass Development Center, 

Mercy Corps, People in Need (PIN),  Responsible 
Citizens and Save the Children. 

 

 

 

 

Contact info: Oleksandra Malukalo (oleksandra.malukalo@wfp.org) 

Country Director: Dorte Ellehammer 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/Ukraine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The humanitarian crisis in Ukraine remains a 

protracted humanitarian emergency. Since the 

conflict began almost three years ago, fighting 

has never ceased completely. To date, 22,231 

people have been injured and 9,574 people 

have been killed, among them are 2,000 

civilians. While humanitarian agencies are fully 

committed to helping the most vulnerable, a 

political solution to the conflict is the only way 
to stop human suffering.  

As a food exporting nation, food availability is 

normally not a concern in most of Ukraine; 

however, recent political and economic 

constraints further threaten food security in 

affected areas. The significant devaluation of its 

national currency (estimated as much as 50 

percent) has seen consumer prices growing at a 

faster pace than household income, limiting 

family purchasing power and general access to 
food.  

WFP assisted people affected by the crisis in 

eastern Ukraine through an Emergency 

Operation, providing food assistance to the most 

vulnerable groups including IDPs, returnees, 

host families and those trapped in conflict 

hotspots. WFP will continue assisting the most 

vulnerable populations under the new PRRO 

starting January 2017. 

WFP has been present in Ukraine since 2014. 

 
2014 Gender Inequality Index:     

57 out of 155  

 

2015 Human Development Index: 

81 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 

Population: 45.6 million 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/documents/files/humanitarian_response_plan_2017_eng.pdf
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/documents/files/humanitarian_response_plan_2017_eng.pdf

