
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

WFP Uganda  
Country Brief    
 
 
 

  
Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO) 

PRRO 200852 

(Jan 2016- Dec 2018) 290 m 
86 m 
(30%) 

38.9 m 
(57%) 

Country Programme (CP) 

CP 200894 

(Jan 2016 – Dec 2020) 103.4 m 
22.6 m 
(22%) 

2.2 m 
(23%) 

   *November 2016 – April 2017 

 

All projects are aligned with the Sustainable 

Development Goal (SDG) 2 – End hunger, achieve food 

security and improve nutrition and promote sustainable 

agriculture ‘Zero Hunger’. 

The Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation 

(PRRO) focuses on refugees and food-insecure 

populations in the north-eastern Karamoja region. In 

both populations, women and households headed by 

women are disproportionately affected by poverty, food- 

insecurity and chronic stresses. The objectives of the 

PRRO are: (i) ensure refugees and vulnerable groups in 

Karamoja have access to food to meet their immediate 

needs and enable participation in programmes to 

increase their self-reliance; and (ii) support the 

Government and vulnerable communities to have reliable 

safety-net systems that increase resilience to shocks and 

improve human development trends.  

WFP provides food assistance to refugees in the 

settlement areas in the form of food and cash-based 

transfers; mother-and-child health and nutrition (MCHN) 

programmes to address stunting and micronutrient 

deficiencies; treatment of moderate acute malnutrition; 

resilience building activities; and enhancing government 

emergency preparedness and response. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WFP Assistance 

 
The Country Programme supports Uganda to increase 

incomes and food security of smallholder farmers to 

transition from subsistence to commercial production. 

The CP also assists the Government’s health, nutrition 

and education systems to: (i) prevent further stunting 

and micronutrient deficiencies among children by 

providing food assistance to mothers and children in the 

first 1,000 days of life; ii) provide treatment for 

moderate acute malnutrition among children under the 

age of five; and iii) provide school meals to increase 

enrolment and attendance. WFP activities include: i) 

agriculture and market support (AMS), ii) integrated 

nutrition services and iii) school feeding.  

WFP places a strong focus on women and youth. Ninety 

percent of women in rural areas are involved in the 

agriculture sector, compared to 53 percent of men. 

Women are therefore disproportionately affected by 

changing livelihood patterns, conflict, natural disasters 

and climate change. A third of Karamoja’s households are 

headed by women. These households are less food-

secure and more vulnerable, especially when measured 

against indicators such as access to land, number of 

income earners per household, years of schooling of 

household head and livestock ownership. 

 

Highlights 

 WFP will be forced to reduce rations to new 

refugees unless USD 57 million in new 

contributions is received in November 2016. 

 

 A new study conducted in Uganda has found that 

humanitarian food assistance for refugees, 

creates significant economic benefits for the local 

economy, and even more so when it is in the 

form of cash. 

 

 WFP has introduced Plumpy ‘Sup for 

malnourished refugee children immediately upon 

their arrival at the border points in northern 

Uganda. 

 

Credit: ©WFP/Henry Bongyereirwe 
Caption: New South Sudanese refugees receive WFP 
food in Bidi Bidi refugee Settlement in northern Uganda.  
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In Numbers 
923,500 people assisted by WFP in Uganda, 

including: 
650,000 refugees in settlements  
229,000 Ugandans in Karamoja 

44,500 smallholder farmers 

 

 
53% 47% 

People Assisted 
October 2016 

October 2016 

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp284303.pdf
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Donors 

Canada, European Commission, Ireland, Japan, Lift a Life 

Foundation, Multilateral, UK, USA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 

 WFP is rapidly running out of resources for the growing 

number of refugees. The agency needs USD 57 million 

over the next six months (November-April) to be able to 

provide full rations for a projected 800,000 refugees by 

December 2016. The current resourcing levels and 

forecasts are not keeping up with the escalating needs. 

The refugee operation now costs USD 12 million per 

month and yet WFP has only received USD 16.7 million 

since July 2016. 

 Ration cuts have already been in place since August for 

all refugees that arrived in Uganda before July 2015, with 

the exception of vulnerable groups as a result of poor 

funding. The cuts are affecting 200,000 refugees. With an 

expected break of more than 80 percent in the pipeline by 

February, WFP may be forced to reduce rations for more 

recently arrived refugees in order to be able to spread out 

the available resources.  

 With a total of 870,000 refugees in-country currently, 

Uganda has now surpassed Ethiopia, hosting the largest 

number of refugees on the continent.  

 WFP has introduced the ready-to-eat nutritious 

supplement, Plumpy‘Sup for malnourished children. The 

product is distributed to children diagnosed with 

moderate acute malnutrition at the border entry points so 

that their treatment can begin immediately as they travel 

to the transit centres. Plumpy ‘Sup is easy to administer 

in the absence of cooking facilities. It carries less risk of 

contamination and disease and mothers can give it to 

their sick children through their first two weeks in Uganda 

before the children move on to WFP’s regular nutrition 

programmes in the settlements.  

 
Impact of humanitarian assistance on 

Uganda's economy  

 

 A new study conducted in Uganda between March and 

June 2016 has found that humanitarian assistance for 

refugees creates significant economic benefits for the 

local economy, and these benefits are greater when the 

assistance is in the form of cash-based transfers (CBT) 

and combined with land for agricultural production. 

 Conducted by a team of researchers from the University 

of California, Davis and WFP, the study found that food 

assistance given to the refugees produces an ‘income 

multiplier’ for host communities. When WFP provides cash 

assistance, each dollar increases real income in and 

around the settlements by an additional USD 1 and USD 

1.50. And when food is provided to refugees in kind, the 

corresponding increase is between USD 1 and USD 1.30. 
The annual income in the Ugandan economy increases by 

USD 1,100 when assistance is in form of CBT and by USD 

850 when the assistance is given in the form of in-kind 

food. Each refugee household that has been given land by 

the Government contributes up to USD 220 to the 

Ugandan economy annually, depending on the 

settlement. 

 It is the first time in Uganda that WFP has been able to 

calculate the economic impact of humanitarian food 

assistance and of the Government of Uganda’s provision 

of agricultural land to refugees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Challenges 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Karamoja sub-region is Uganda’s poorest, with 

chronic food insecurity, poor access to basic social 

services such as education and health, environmental 

degradation, erratic rainfall and recurrent droughts. 

Despite improved security in the region, a combination of 

these factors has undermined the capacity of households 

to meet their basic nutritional needs, and led to high 

rates of child stunting at 39.5 percent (2015, UNICEF). 

Uganda hosts the largest refugee caseload in Africa with 

870,000 refugees living in and around ten rural 

settlements and urban areas of the country.  

Uganda’s population grew by 10.4 million from the 2002 

census. In the same period life expectancy is 63.3, an 

increase from 50.4 in 2002. Males have a lower life 

expectancy.  

The World Bank’s 2016 Poverty Assessment found that 

Uganda has reduced monetary poverty at a very rapid 

rate. The proportion of the population living below the 

national poverty line declined from 31.1 percent in 2006 to 

19.7 percent in 2013. Similarly, the country was one of the 

fastest in Sub-Saharan Africa to reduce the share of its 

population living on $1.90 PPP per day or less, from 53.2 

percent in 2006 to 34.6 percent in 2013. Nonetheless, the 

country is lagging behind on improved sanitation, access 

to electricity, education and child malnutrition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Contact info: Lydia Wamala (lydia.wamala@wfp.org)  

Country Director: El Khidir Daloum 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/Uganda 

 

Chronic malnutrition: 33% of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

163 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower Income 

Population: 34.6 million  

 

mailto:lydia.wamala@wfp.org
http://www.wfp.org/countries/Uganda

