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Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO) 

PRRO 200852 

(Jan 2016- Dec 2018) 276.2 m 
74m 

(27%) 
35.3 m 

(54%) 

Country Programme (CP) 

CP 200894 

(Jan 2016 – Dec 2020) 103.4 m 
17 m 

(16.2%) 
7.2 m 
(69%) 

Immediate Response Emergency Operation (IR-EMOP)- Uganda 

Country Office response to rapid refugee influx from South 

Sudan conflict 

IR-EMOP 201010 

(July – October 2016) 430,814 430,814 - 

   *September 2016 – February 2017 

 

 

All projects are aligned with the Sustainable 

Development Goal (SDG) 2 – End hunger, achieve food 

security and improve nutrition and promote sustainable 

agriculture ‘Zero Hunger’. 

 

The Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation 

(PRRO) focuses on refugees and food-insecure 

populations in the north-eastern Karamoja region. In 

both populations, women and households headed by 

women are disproportionately affected by poverty, food 

insecurity and chronic stresses. The objectives of the 

PRRO are: (i) ensure refugees and vulnerable groups in 

Karamoja have access to food to meet their immediate 

needs and enable participation in programmes to 

increase their self-reliance; and (ii) support the 

Government and vulnerable communities to have reliable 

safety-net systems that increase resilience to shocks and 

improve human development trends.  

WFP activities focus on food assistance to refugees in the 

settlement areas in the form of food and cash-based 

transfers; mother-and-child health and nutrition (MCHN) 

programmes to address stunting and micronutrient 

deficiencies; treatment of moderate acute malnutrition; 

resilience building activities; and enhancing government 

emergency preparedness and response. 

 

 

 

 

WFP Assistance 

 
The Country Programme is implemented in 

collaboration with the Government’s health, nutrition and 

education systems to: (i) prevent further stunting and 

micronutrient deficiencies among children by providing 

food assistance to mothers and children in the first 1,000 

days of life; ii) provide treatment for moderate acute 

malnutrition among children under the age of five; and 

iii) provide school meals to increase enrolment and 

attendance. WFP activities include: i) agriculture and 

market support (AMS), ii) integrated nutrition services 

and iii) home-grown school feeding.  

WFP places a strong focus on women and youth. Ninety 

percent of women in rural areas are involved in the 

agriculture sector, compared to 53 percent of men. 

Women are therefore disproportionately affected by 

changing livelihood patterns, conflict, natural disasters 

and climate change. A third of Karamoja’s households are 

headed by women and in some refugee communities, the 

figure is 70 percent. These households are less food-

secure and more vulnerable, especially when measured 

against indicators such as access to land, number of 

income earners per household, years of schooling of 

household head and livestock ownership. 

 

The Immediate Response Emergency Operation 

(IR-EMOP) aims to provide immediate food assistance 

in the form of hot meals to newly arrived refugees from 

South Sudan following the recent outbreak of violence in 

July 2016.  

 

Highlights 

 WFP is implementing an immediate response 

emergency operation (IR-EMOP) to assist South 

Sudanese refugees who arrived in northern Uganda 

after renewed conflict in their country in July. 

 

 WFP and partners have agreed to scale up cash 

transfers among longer staying refugees from 

60,000 currently to 140,000 by the end of 2016. 

 

 To date, WFP has bought 85,000 MT of food in 

Uganda for Uganda and regional operations and is 

aiming to buy 100,000 MT by the end of 2016. Last 

year WFP bought 56,000 MT. 

 

 

Credit: ©WFP/Henry Bongyereirwe 
Caption: Children enjoy WFP food in Bidi Bidi  

 

 

Main 
Photo 

 

In Numbers 

620,000 refugees in Uganda 

500,000 refugees assisted by WFP 

1.4 million people in need of food assistance 
 

53% 47% 

People Assisted 
August 2016 

August 2016 

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp284303.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp284303.pdf
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Donors 

USA, UK, Japan, European Commission, Multilateral, Canada 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 WFP is implementing an immediate response emergency 

operation (IR-EMOP) to assist South Sudanese refugees 

arriving in northern Uganda following renewed conflict in 

their country in July 2016. So far, 105,000 South 

Sudanese have arrived since 01 July 2016. WFP is 

providing the new refugees with high energy biscuits at 

border entry points, cooked meals at the transit centres 

and dry monthly rations to those who have already been 

settled. WFP is also implementing nutrition interventions 

to treat moderate acute malnutrition for children under 

five years, and pregnant women and nursing mothers in 

the transit centres and settlements.  

 

 WFP is also providing food assistance to refugees from 

Congo, Burundi and the DRC and host community 

members living near the refugee settlements. The food 

assistance is in the form of cash-based transfers, mother-

and-child health and nutrition programmes and livelihood 

support programmes.    

 

 WFP together with UNHCR and the Government of 

Uganda have agreed to scale up cash-based transfers 

(CBTs) from the current 60,000 refugees to 140,000 

refugees who have stayed longer in Uganda by the end of 

2016. Cash-based transfers allow refugees to purchase 

food of their choice thereby increasing dietary diversity 

and reducing resale of food in order to buy other food 

and/or non-food items. In addition, cash-based transfers 

have been found to boost the local economy and reduce 

WFP’s food transport and storage costs.   

 

 WFP in Uganda is supporting the storage and movement 

of food and non-food items into South Sudan by road and 

air. The country office has a 52,000 mt capacity 

warehouse in Tororo town, which supports regional 

operations including advanced pre-positioning of food and 

non-food items for WFP and partners, including UN 

agencies and NGOs operating in South Sudan. 

Furthermore, WFP has stationed an Ilyushin-76 plane at 

Entebbe Airport to conduct airdrops into remote locations 

in South Sudan. Two additional planes are expected to 

start South Sudan air operations out of Entebbe and 

Gulu.  

 

 So far, WFP has purchased 80,000 mt of food in Uganda 

for the Uganda and regional operations, and is aiming to 

purchase 100,000 mt by the end of 2016. Last year WFP 

bought 58,000 metric tons. 

Challenges 
Due to severe funding shortfalls affecting the refugee 

operation, WFP has reduced rations by 50 percent for all 

refugees who arrived in Uganda before July 2015. Refugees 

who arrived after this date, as well as particularly vulnerable 

groups, will continue to receive full rations. A total of 200,000 

refugees are affected by the cuts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Karamoja sub-region is Uganda’s poorest, with 

chronic food insecurity, poor access to basic social 

services such as education and health, environmental 

degradation, erratic rainfall and re The Karamoja sub-

region is Uganda’s poorest, with chronic food insecurity, 

poor access to basic social services such as education 

and health, environmental degradation, erratic rainfall 

and recurrent droughts. Despite improved security in the 

region, a combination of these factors has undermined 

the capacity of households to meet their basic nutritional 

needs, and led to high rates of wasting and stunting at 

7.1 and 45 percent, respectively (2011, Government 

data). 

Uganda hosts the second largest refugee caseload in 

Africa with 620,000 refugees living in around ten rural 

settlements and urban areas of the country. 

Uganda’s population increased by 10.4 million from the   

2002 census. In the same period life expectancy is 63.3, 

an increase from 50.4 in 2002. Males have a lower life 

expectancy. The country’s poverty head count ratio is 19.7 

percent and per capita GDP is USD 596 (World Bank 

2012/13). The economic growth rate averaged 5.5 percent 

between 2010 and 2014. Per capita income growth stands   

at about 2 percent, but poverty is still widespread. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Contact info: Lydia Wamala (lydia.wamala@wfp.org)  

Country Director: Mike Sackett 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/Uganda 

 

Chronic malnutrition: 33% of 

children between 6-59 months 

2015 Human Development Index: 

163 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower Income 

Population: 34.6 million 

 

mailto:lydia.wamala@wfp.org
http://www.wfp.org/countries/Uganda

