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UN HUMANITARIAN CHIEF CALLS FOR GREATER SECURITY  

AND PROTECTION OF ALL COMMUNITIES  

IN THE CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 

 

(Bangui/Geneva, 19 February 2014):   UN Humanitarian Chief Valerie Amos called for 

increased security and protection of all communities across the Central African Republic 

(CAR) as she started the second day of her mission in the country today.  

 

She is accompanied by the Executive Director of UNAIDS, Michel Sidibe, and Assistant 

Secretary-General of the UN Department of Safety and Security, Mbaranga Gasarabwe.  

 

Since 5 December 2013, armed confrontations have led to a full-blown humanitarian 

crisis. Today, close to 700,000 people remain displaced, including more than 270,000 in 

the capital, Bangui, alone. More than 2.6 million people need urgent assistance and 

families of all communities across the country are living in fear of repeated attacks from 

armed militias.  

 

“I am extremely concerned about the humanitarian situation in CAR. The country has 

plunged into chaos and deadly violence following months of political crisis and 

lawlessness. We need more troops on the ground to provide security and protection to all 

civilians across the country,” said UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs 

and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Valerie Amos.  

 

The delegation met the President of the Transition Government, Ms. Catherine Samba-

Panza, representatives of the humanitarian community, and the Special Representative of 

the UN Secretary-General, Lt. General Babacar Gaye, to discuss ways to support the 

Transition Government.  

 

“The country faces huge challenges,” said Ms. Amos. “The situation requires a political 

solution, but in the meantime the humanitarian community is at the forefront of efforts to 

support people in desperate need.” 

 

During a meeting with the Archbishop of Bangui, Monsignor Dieudonne Nzapalainga, 

the Imam of Bangui, Oumar Kobine Layama, and Pastor Nicolas Guerekoyame Gbangou, 

the delegation stressed the urgency of restoring dialogue and trust between communities 

who have shared a common history of peaceful coexistence for centuries. 

 

Representatives of civil society, including a network of 21 women’s groups, spoke of the 

spiral of violence and the way it has affected all communities, causing long-lasting 

wounds.  

For further information, please call: 

Barbara Shenstone, OCHA CAR, Head of Office, shenstone@un.org, Cell: +236 70 73 87 30 

Emmanuelle Schneider, OCHA CAR, Public Information Officer, schneider1@un.org, Cell: +236 72 68 00 67 

Laura Fultang, OCHA CAR, Public Information Officer, fultangl@un.org, Cell: +236 70 18 80 64 

Vanessa Huguenin, OCHA Geneva, Media Relations, huguenin@un.org, Cell: +4179 444 40 65  

OCHA press releases are available at www.unocha.org or www.car.humanitarianresponse.info or www.reliefweb.int   
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