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The USAID/DFID Humanitarian Innovation Initiative 
Scaling breakthrough solutions to humanitarian challenges 

 

Global humanitarian spending reached a record-setting $17 billion in 2010, and still 
reflected only 37% of total United Nations appeals. As vulnerable populations—often 
among the world’s poorest—grow through shifts in demographics, politics, and the 
environment, the cost of disasters will continue to rise.  
 
The U.K. Department for International Development (DFID) and the U.S. Agency for 
International Development (USAID) seek to invest in cost-effective breakthrough 
innovations to humanitarian challenges.  
 
The initiative is funded by DFID and run through USAID’s Development Innovation 
Ventures (DIV) competition in collaboration with the USAID Bureau for Democracy, 
Conflict, and Humanitarian Assistance. Using the DIV staged funding model, the 
initiative will identify, rigorously test, and scale solutions that help improve resilience 
and response to humanitarian crises at a fraction of the usual cost.  
 

An Open Call for Solutions  
 
Entrepreneurs, businesses, non-governmental 
organizations, academics, local partners, and 
others from around the world may propose 
solutions for cost-saving approaches to 
humanitarian challenges that have 
demonstrated success at a pilot level.  
 
Solutions offering strong evidence of 
successful pilot implementation may apply for 
grants of up to $1 million.  The fund will invest 
up to $15 million in solutions that have already 
been successfully tested at scale. Evidence of 
cost-effectiveness will be considered at both 
stages.  
 
Select winners will receive technical assistance from The Skoll Centre for Social 
Entrepreneurship at the Said Business School, Oxford University, for implementation 
and scale-up activities.   
 
  

http://www.usaid.gov/div/model


Eligible solutions may be technologies or physical products, business models, 

policies, programs, or other approaches, as long as they demonstrate cost-
effectiveness and the potential to reach widespread scale.  
 
They might relate to:  
 

 Reduction of mortality and morbidity and 
strengthening emergency health initiatives; 

 Protection of vulnerable populations; 
 Prevention and treatment of acute 

malnutrition; 
 Provision of safe shelter and settlements; 
 Support to communities to recover 

livelihoods; 
 Enhanced use of data, and monitoring of 

program performance and impacts; or 
 Improved disaster risk reduction in low-

income, high-risk countries. 
 

Selection Criteria 
 
The most competitive applicants will present: 

 A robust case for how their intervention will address an identified humanitarian 
challenge; 

 Rigorously gathered evidence of effectiveness, cost-efficiency, and impact 
from pilot-level or greater implementation to justify investment in their 
expansion;  

 Rigorous monitoring and evaluation plans for collecting evidence that will 
further build the case for later support; 

 The business model for their intervention and how it can be both scaled and 
sustainable.  

 
Applications will be reviewed according to the DIV selection criteria, and only those 
eligible for DIV Stage 2 and DIV Stage 3 awards will be supported through this 
Initiative (but DIV will accept Stage 1 projects through its general competition).  
 

How to Apply 
 
Candidates for the Initiative apply through DIV’s general application process, and will 
be identified for DIV Humanitarian Initiative funding by USAID and DFID—no special 
activity is required of applicants to identify themselves.  
 
Visit www.usaid.gov/div/apply for details on the general application process. Before 
applying, candidates must review the DIV Annual Program Statement (APS), which 
includes information specific to the Humanitarian Innovation Initiative in Annex 3D.    
 
The first deadline for applications is April 13, 2013 at 11:59pm EST.  

http://www.usaid.gov/div/apply/criteria
http://www.usaid.gov/div/model
http://www.usaid.gov/div/apply
http://idea.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/aps-oaa-12-000004%20div%20annual%20program%20statement.pdf

