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UNICEF-Liberia 
Ebola Viral Disease: SitRep #12 

8 April 2014 
 
Key Points 
 

 The total number of suspected, probable and confirmed Ebola cases stands at 21, five of which were 
confirmed and 10 of which resulted in death. 

 Foya District, Lofa County, remains the epicentre of the outbreak. 

 A two-person MSF team is due to arrive in Liberia tomorrow (9 April) to provide technical assistance 
to the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare (MoHSW). 

 Military staff from a United States-supported laboratory in Kenema, Sierra Leone, will also arrive in 
Liberia tomorrow (9 April) to discuss the establishment of an in-country Ebola testing facility. 

 Samaritan’s Purse offered to transport Ebola specimens to testing facilities in Guinea or Sierra Leone, 
via the NGO’s helicopter. 

 The Legislature has suggested that the Ministry of Education (MoE) announce an early Easter Break 
as a protective measure for children, but the MoE plans to maintain its regular schedule. 

 UK Committee for UNICEF pledged £50,000 to support UNICEF-Liberia in its Ebola response efforts. 
 
Situation Overview 
 
At the daily meeting of the National Task Force (NTF) on Health Emergencies, relevant staff from the 
MoHSW and key partners provided the following updates: 
 
SURVEILLANCE, VERIFICATION AND CASE MANAGEMENT: 

 Since yesterday (7 April), no new suspected, probable or confirmed Ebola cases1, Ebola-related deaths 
or confirmed Ebola cases were reported by the MoHSW. This leaves the total number of suspected, 
probable and confirmed Ebola cases at 21; the total Ebola-related deaths at 10; and the total confirmed 
Ebola cases at five.2 

 Additional suspected cases of Ebola continue to be reported to the MoHSW, but these cases are not 
included in official figures until the MoHSW investigates. For example, yesterday a suspected case 
was reported in Grand Cape Mount County, where a woman who reportedly travelled to Liberia from 
Guinea has fallen ill. The woman and her caretaker were instructed to remain in isolation, and the 
MoHSW has dispatched a lab team to assess the patient and gather specimens for Ebola testing. 

 Foya District, Lofa County, remains the epicentre of the outbreak, and Lofa County remains the area 
of primary concern for the MoHSW and partners. Bong, Nimba, Montserrado and Margibi are also 
areas of high focus/concern, with Grand Cape Mount and Gbarpolu following. 

 The Laboratory and Surveillance Committee of the NTF met yesterday to review proper procedures 
for collection, transport and testing of suspected Ebola specimens. 

 Tomorrow (9 April), staff from a US-government supported laboratory in Kenema, Sierra Leone,3 will 
arrive in Liberia to meet with members of the Laboratory and Surveillance Committee of the NTF to 
discuss the possible establishment of an Ebola testing facility in Liberia. To facilitate this, the Kenema 
laboratory will also be sending supplies to Liberia. Until such a facility is established, the US Military 
Task Force running the lab in Kenema has offered to test suspected Ebola specimens from Liberia. 

 In order to expedite testing, Samaritan’s Purse has offered to transport specimens from Liberia to the 
international laboratories in Guinea and Sierra Leone, via the NGO’s helicopter. The group also 
indicated possible willingness to transport specimens within Liberia once a testing facility is established. 

                                                 
1 Ebola cases are sub-divided into the three categories of suspected (those that meet the case definition), confirmed 

(those that test positive for Ebola) and probable (those with a link to a confirmed case). 

 
2 Note that these figures are per the MoHSW at the NTF meeting. They thus reflect official figures, according to the 

MoHSW, as of 9 AM today (8 April). 

 
3 This laboratory is already receiving suspected Lassa fever specimens from Liberia, and is offering to expand its 

support to include Ebola testing. 
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 The two-person team from MSF-Brussels will arrive in Liberia tomorrow (9 April), not yesterday (7 April), 
as previously reported. The team will assist the MoHSW and partners, especially in the area of case 
management. They will be joined by additional staff from Brussels, as well as the Emergency Ebola 
Coordinator from MSF-Guinea who conducted a three-day mission to Liberia last week. The two MSF-
Ebola kits arrived in Liberia earlier this week. 

 The cost to renovate the cholera unit at JFK Medical Center, which the MoHSW is planning to convert 
into an Ebola isolation unit, has risen to US$99,000. This amount is not reflected in the MoHSW’s 
revised Ebola response budget.The MoHSW will discuss the options with relevant partners. The 
MoHSW anticipates the renovations could take up to one week. 

 The Ebola expert sponsored by ArcelorMittal has joined the Case Management Committee of the NTF. 
He reported that the group has reviewed educational materials, is working on a new algorithm for rapid 
screening of possible Ebola patients and has identified areas in need of further support at the county 
level. If needed, he will conduct on-the-ground assessments of these areas. 

 
BUDGET AND DONOR SUPPORT: 

 The government’s revised Ebola response budget remains US$2.17 million. An additional US$99,000 
may be added for the renovation of the cholera unit at JFK Medical Center in Monrovia, for use as an 
Ebola isolation unit. 

 
INFORMATION AND REFERRAL MANAGEMENT: 

 The MoHSW has decided to increase the frequency of its SitReps to include weekends. 

 In addition to the SitReps, the MoHSW continues to issue periodic press releases on Ebola, to appear 
on national radio programmes, to support the UNMIL Radio-sponsored daily Ebola programming, to 
maintain Ebola Hotlines and to support the newly-established press situation room at the Ministry HQ 
in Congotown, Monrovia. The MoHSW also remains the authority on information such as cumulative 
suspected, probable and confirmed Ebola cases, total Ebola-related deaths, etc. 

 
COORDINATION WITH COUNTY HEALTH TEAMS, GOVERNMENT AGENCIES AND OTHER 
MINISTRIES: 

 The Director of Press at the House of Representatives reportedly informed the media that members of 
the Legislature had encouraged the Ministry of Education (MoE) to announce an early Easter Break 
nationwide. However, MoE officials have informed that the Ministry will not support such a measure. 

 At the same time, the MoHSW, the MoE and other ministries and government partners have recognized 
the urgent need to increase awareness-raising initiatives in schools. To facilitate this, the Deputy 
Minister of Health, who is also the Chief Medical Office, suggested that the Health Promotion 
Committee of the NTF work through the County Education Officer in each county to spread awareness. 

 The Ministry of Gender and Development (MoGD) and the Liberian National Police (LNP) have both 
expressed a desire to increase their respective roles in raising awareness about Ebola, including 
through MoGD social workers located in communities throughout the country. 

 
COORDINATION WITH PARTNERS: 

 UNICEF continues to play a key role on the Health Promotion and WASH Committees of the NTF (see 
below for further details). 

 In addition to aviation logistics, Samaritan’s Purse plans to move four motorbikes from Monrovia to 
Foya, Lofa County, to support Ebola response efforts there later this week. 

 UNFPA, UNMIL, UNHCR, USAID, Save the Children, Global Communities/CHF International, the 
International Rescue Committee (IRC), Concern Worldwide, the Liberian National Red Cross, 
Rebuilding Basic Health Services (RBHS), BRAC, Pentecostal Mission Unlimited (PMU), the Liberia 
Teacher Training Program (LTTP), Population Services International (PSI) and Tiyatien/Last Mile 
Health continue to play various roles in the response. 

 Catholic Relief Services (CRS), ChildFund and a representative from the Association of Liberian 
Professionals also attended today’s NTF meeting and informed of their respective willingness to 
support the Ebola response. 

 With the arrival tomorrow (9 April) of additional support from the US government and MSF, partners 
providing technical assistance to the MoHSW will include: 
o The US government via the Centre for Disease Control (CDC) and the Military Task Force running 

a testing laboratory in Kenema, Sierra Leone; MSF-Brussels; the WHO; Clinton Health Access 
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Initiative (CHAI); an Ebola expert sponsored by ArcelorMittal; and the International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC). 

 
UNICEF Response 
 
HEALTH AND COMMUNICATION FOR DEVELOPMENT (C4D): 

 As a key member of the Health Promotion Committee of the NTF, especially in the area of Emergency 
Communications, UNICEF has continued to coordinate closely with the MoHSW, the WHO and other 
key partners, including UNMIL and a number of NGOs, to raise awareness about Ebola in the mass 
media and via interpersonal communications (IPC). 

 Since yesterday, at the request of the MoHSW, UNICEF, the WHO and partners were able to finalize 
a one-page document containing five bulleted key messages. One hundred copies of this one-pager 
have been sent along with a UNICEF team dispatched today (8 April) to Margibi and Bong Counties to 
support the respective County Health Teams (CHTs). The Health Promotion Committee is aiming to 
secure partner support to print an additional 20,000 copies of the document. 

 The spot messages and dramas developed by UNICEF in coordination with the MoHSW will be 
translated into the remaining six Liberian vernaculars by Friday (11 April). 

 Working closely with the C4D specialist, UNICEF’s Education Programme is planning to increase 
Ebola-related outreach to schools. 

 UNICEF is also planning to provide additional support to community radio stations, particularly in Lofa 
County, to extend air time for Ebola programming. As these stations have limited resources to, for 
example, fuel generators to maintain electric current, this support is very crucial. 

 
WASH: 

 The meeting of the WASH Committee of the NTF was rescheduled from today (8 April) to tomorrow (9 
April). UNICEF will host the meeting at its office in Mamba Point, Monrovia. Participants will focus on 
providing WASH-related trainings to Ebola response workers. 

 
UNICEF Funding Needs:  

 UNICEF’s total funding requirement for Ebola-related Health, C4D and WASH interventions is currently 
estimated at US$ 478,036 for the next three months. In response to this urgent funding need, the UK 
Department for International Development (DfID) has agreed to allow UNICEF to reprogramme 
US$25,000 of designated funding, UNICEF has reallocated US$25,000 from its Regular Resources 
and the UK Committee for UNICEF has pledged £50,000 toward the Ebola response. The current 
estimated funding gap is thus US$ 344,676. This figure may change in the coming days. 

 
CONTACTS IN LIBERIA: 
 

 Sheldon Yett, Representative 
Tel: +231-(0)770-25-7100 (office), +231-(0)770-26-7100 (mobile), Email: syett@unicef.org 
 

 Dr. Fazlul Haque, Deputy Representative 
Tel: +231-(0)770-25-7400 (office), +231-(0)770-26-7400 (mobile), Email: fhaque@unicef.org  

 

 Prabhu Prabhakaran, Resource Mobilization Specialist 
Tel: +231-(0)770-25-7103 (office), +231-(0)770-26-7103 (mobile), E-mail: pprabhakaran@unicef.org 

 

 Adolphus Scott, C4D Specialist 
Tel: +231-(0)770-25-7113 (office), +231-(0)770-26-7113 (mobile), E-mail: adscott@unicef.org 

mailto:syett@unicef.org
mailto:fhaque@unicef.org
mailto:pprabhakaran@unicef.org
mailto:adscott@unicef.org

