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UNICEF and European Union fund water conservation project 

in Iraq 
 
 

Baghdad, Iraq, 19 January, 2015 – The UNICEF Water and Sanitation (WASH) programme, 

with financial support from the European Union (EU) has started the implementation of a public 
awareness project to promote efficient water use and improved hygiene practices in Iraq. The 

project will engage 10 million Iraqis with messages on effective water conservation, water 

handling at the household level and hygiene practices. The project will aim change household 

level their behaviours and help the Government of Iraq’s efforts to institutionalize public 
awareness activities within existing ministries at national, regional and governorate levels. 

 

So far, two workshops had been conducted, one in Erbil with the participation of the 

stakeholders in KRG governorates where a sub-national taskforce was formulated to 
operationalize the plans and another one in Najaf with the participation of senior staff from line 

ministries (General Secretariat for the Council of Ministries, Ministry of Environment, Ministry of 

Municipality and Public Works, Ministry of Education, Mayoralty of Baghdad, and Ministry of 

Planning), in addition to local NGOs, media, institutions and social media experts.   

 
The UNICEF WASH programme EU-funded project has four main pillars: 

 Gaining in sight on current practices by conducting a survey on social and behavioural 

practices on water usage and environmental aspects across Iraq to guide intervention 

messages and strategies. 
 Forming a higher ministerial committee and branch committees to operationalize and 

monitor the project across all of Iraq. 

 Agreeing on the objectives and messages to raise the awareness on water conservation 

and change behaviour. 
 Conducting a post campaign survey on water usage and environmental aspects to 

evaluate the impact of the project and the level of behaviour change. 

 

“The importance of this project at this stage lies in the advocacy with the government 

counterparts, showing the importance of the conservation of water resources in anticipation of 
expected shortages in the near future as a result of climate change in the region and the 

extension of desertification to several agricultural lands,” said Dr. Ali Al-Khateeb, the acting 

chief of WASH. “It is also important to stop tampering with the water environment and prohibit 

disposing of waste and pollutants in water sources.” 
 

  

 

For further information please contact: 
Mr. Jeffrey Bates, UNICEF Iraq, +964 7801964524, jbates@unicef.org  

 

 
About UNICEF Iraq 

UNICEF has been on the ground in Iraq since 1983 working to ensure Iraqi children survive and realize their 
full potential. UNICEF is supporting the Government of Iraq to develop child friendly policies, build the 
capacity of institutions that deliver essential services to children, and convene all duty bearers to realize the 
full rights of Iraqi children. Via a network of staff and partners, UNICEF’s programmes continue to improve 
basic health services, safeguard a quality education, rebuild water and sanitation systems, protect children 
from abuse, violence, and exploitation, and meet the needs of the most vulnerable in crisis situations. 
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About UNICEF 

UNICEF works in 190 countries and territories to help children survive and thrive, from early 

childhood through adolescence. The world’s largest provider of vaccines for developing 

countries, UNICEF supports child health and nutrition, good water and sanitation, quality basic 
education for all boys and girls, and the protection of children from violence, exploitation, and 

AIDS. UNICEF is funded entirely by the voluntary contributions of individuals, businesses, 

foundations and governments. For more information about UNICEF and its work visit: 

www.unicef.org  
 

About EU in Iraq 

Helping Iraqi national efforts in achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) which 

have a strong two-way link to the peace consolidation process is fundamental for the EU.  The 
EU’s objective for cooperation with Iraq has been to help Iraq mobilize its own resources for 

recovery and development, with the support of the international community.  EU support to Iraq 

from 2003 to the end of 2010 amounts to over 1 billion Euro targeting mainly the following 

sectors: basic services such as education, health, water and sanitation, infrastructure; political 

and electoral process; support to refugees and IDPs; rule of law; human rights; and capacity 
building of Iraqi institutions.  For more information about EU in Iraq visit: 

http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/iraq  
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