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Girls take part in recreational activities at Al-Mazraq IDP camp in Haradh 
 

Inter-Agency Collaboration, Coordination, Cluster Leadership and Key Partnerships 
 
Nutrition cluster 

 Community health volunteers, who play a key role in the CMAM programme, are to have their activities and 
working conditions standardized; Over 15 participants drawn from NGOs, cluster partners and the Ministry of 
Health met to deliberate on and ultimately endorse new terms of reference (TORs) for approval by the Ministry of 
Public Health and Population.  

 A new sub-cluster working group has been established in Taiz with seven members.   

 Two Emergency Response Fund (ERF) Projects have been approved to benefit 40,000 children under 5 in the 
southern governorates.  

Highlights: 
 

 Yemen has become the first country in the Arab Peninsula to introduce the Rota virus 

vaccine. 

 

 There is high coverage of hygiene practices among women of reproductive age in the 

internally displaced person (IDP) camps as demonstrated in a recent survey in Haradh 

(North Yemen), Aden and Lahj (South Yemen);  Over 95% of women had access to 

dignity kits and were using sanitary towels. 

 

 At least 28 out of the 39 schools in Lahj that were occupied by IDP families from Abyan 

have been vacated and will be ready to accept students as soon as they are renovated. 
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WASH cluster 

 WASH cluster partners responded to flash floods in Amran, (Central Yemen) where 76 IDP families, including 
over 200 children, were affected. The IDP settlements were inundated; they were evacuated to schools and were 
provided with basic hygiene kits, jerry cans, cleaning brushes, water filters and community water storage tanks.  

 The CERF project proposal worth US$2.3 million has been approved, and two ERF projects (Oxfam and  Yemen 
Humanitarian Forum) have been reviewed. 

 WASH cluster partners meetings were held in Sana’a, Aden (2), Amran and Haradh, while Strategic Advisory 
Group (SAG) meetings were held in Sana’a and Aden. The WASH cluster partners have updated the capacity 
building work plan and prioritized training.   

 A WASH cluster consultative group was formed with technical working group leaders and sub-cluster focal points 

 Activity maps (showing who, what and where) were produced by region for the period of January to June 2012. 
 
Education cluster 

 An Education Sub-Cluster meeting was held in Haradh; lessons learned from the summer school programme 
included that it is important to raise the awareness of local communities before the summer activities start and to 
increase the number of social workers involved in the future. 

 The Social Fund for Development (SFD) confirmed that they will support the rehabilitation of 30 schools in Lahj 
(now vacant since the IDPs returned home) including cleaning and spraying over the next three to six months. 

 Taiz local council has begun rehabilitating (painting, maintenance, cleaning, plumbing, carpentry) 78 schools in 
Taiz City (Al-Mudhafer, Salah and Al-Qaherah Districts) to inaugurate the Back to School (B2S) campaign.  

 Preparations to train teachers on psycho social support are being prioritized by the Education/Child protection 
working group, supported by UNICEF and the Basic Education Development Project (BEDP). 

 
Child Protection cluster (CPSC) 

 The Child Protection assessment in Hajjah Governorate has been concluded with key initial findings revealing 
that mines are considered the foremost risk of violence to children, followed by domestic violence and armed 
groups. Boys are considered more vulnerable to violence than girls, and there are high levels of child labour as 
well as recruitment into the military. UNICEF is following up jointly with Yemen Executive Mine Action Centre 
(YEMAC), using the locations specified with mine risks to conduct mine risk education (MRE) awareness 
sessions and is in the process of designing response planning for other identified risks.  

 CERF funding of $600,000 has been received under the Abyan Response Plan to meet gap areas in; MRE 
implementation and coordination; monitoring and reporting on grave violations against children (MRM) and; 
psychosocial support in identified gap districts.  

 The CPSC shared the code of conduct for staff working in the child protection community based committees 
during a well-attended meeting. They also discussed the joint protection, gender based violence (GBV) and child 
protection referral pathway, which is to be finalized and used.  

 The Child Protection working group met in Aden, Taiz and Haradh. Main issues discussed in Aden: MRM, 
including mine/UXOs incidents affecting children; MRE update and the joint referral pathway. They also received 
training in Community Based Child Protection Committees (CBCPC) and referral mechanisms, providing input 
into interagency tools including a CBCPC TOR and Code of Conduct that will be finalized nationally for use 
nationwide. In Taiz, results of the child protection summer activities were reported as was the news that children 
between the age of 16-18 years old were placed in the central prison separated from Adults. They also 
advocated amending the age of criminal responsibility to 18 instead of 15 years old. In Haradh, the group 
discussed birth registration as an area of focus for UNICEF, UNHCR and the Charitable Society for Social 
Welfare (CSSW) along with micro-credit activities for children victims of trafficking.  

 In Sana’a Governorate, a child protection response led by the child Protection Initiative (CPI) was designed to be 
provided in 30 highly affected schools in Arhab, Nehem and Al-Amanah in line with the results of the child 
protection assessment.  

 Justice for Children: A national team of 12 experts is being established by the Ministry of Legal Affairs, to 
conduct a comprehensive review of Yemeni National Legislation related to children, in line with the Convention 
on the Rights of the child (CRC) and international standards. UNICEF will provide technical assistance and 
facilitate reviews of the amendments through the Juvenile Justice project funded by the European Union. 

 

UNICEF Response  
Nutrition 

 As of July and according to data received so far; 40,378 (out of the130,000 targeted for 2012) children with 
severe acute malnutrition (SAM) were enrolled in the OTP programme. Figures from selected governorates are: 
7,564 in Saada Governorate (63% of the 2012 Saada target); 3,082 in Hajjah (20% of Hajjah target); 20,464 in 
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Hodeida Governorate (46% of the Hodeida target).   

 An integrated nutrition response micro-plan for Hodeida Governorate is currently under implementation, and 
further micro-plans have been finalized in Hajjah (targeting 15,000 SAM) and Taiz (targeting 14,000 SAM) 
Governorates. Both plans will be taken into action in September. 

 In Hajjah, UNICEF is directly supporting mobile clinics to provide services to IDPs in Khayran Al-Muharq District 
(1 mobile clinic: CMAM, health and micronutrient supplementation) and to IDPs and host community through 
Relief International in Bakil Al-Meer and Mustaba Districts (2 mobile clinics: integrated package of health, 
nutrition and WASH). In the same two districts Relief International also; distributed hygiene kits to 8,123 families 
benefitting 53,394 people and; trained (with UNICEF support) 93 female community health volunteers on 
screening for malnutrition, follow up and other related nutrition interventions.  

 Training and field work data for the SMART survey in Aden will start in the first week of September. 

 
Health 

 As planned, the Government (supported by UNICEF, WHO and GAVI) introduced the Rota virus vaccine 
nationwide, making Yemen the first country in the Arab Peninsula to do so. UNICEF supported the training of 
vaccinators and provision of recording and monitoring tools. Researchers would be eager to see the impact of 
this vaccine in Yemen with the high prevalence of child diarrhoea and malnutrition. 

 A comprehensive communication plan for the extended programme of immunization (EPI) was developed with 
technical support from UNICEF Regional Office as a follow up to the Technical Advisory Group for polio and the 
post-polio outbreak response assessment recommendations. 

 The National Immunization Technical Advisory Group (comprising of UNICEF and WHO) approved the 
introduction of a rubella containing vaccine (measles rubella (MR)) to the national EPI schedule.  A proposal to 
GAVI for a campaign targeting children aged 9 months – 14 years with MR was approved.  

 
WASH 

 Hajjah Governorate: UNICEF continued to support adequate sanitation for 32,299 IDPs (4,153 in camps, 17,617 
outside camps and 10,529 as new IDPs). 105 new family latrines were constructed to serve 309 IDP families in 
Mustaba and Haradh areas, while 38 camp latrines have been rehabilitated for 38 families. Daily water supply 
has also been provided to 41,263 IDPs and vulnerable host communities including the new IDPs. 

 2 water storage tanks (2000 litres) have been installed in Haradh district: one in Al-Qofl area for 18 new IDP 
families (126 people) and one for 11 new IDPs families from Washhah (77 people). A third was distributed for the 
Save the Children (SC) family centre in Haradh City, which serves 300 children. 

 Haradh District: Over 3,700 new IDPs received hygiene education on jerry-can cleaning, latrine cleaning, and 
personal and public hygiene by UNICEF partner, Al-Khair NGO in Mazraq camp3, Mazraq settlements, and Al-
Khamisein area. 

 Over 1,000 hygiene kits were distributed in Zungbar and Khanfer for Abyan returnees through Local Water and 
sanitation Cooperation (LWSC)-Abyan. LWSC has also distributed 30 water storage tanks of 1000 litres capacity 
in for returnees in the same areas. 

 Due to the water shortages in four Aden districts (Malla, Tawahi, Crater and Mansoora) ,  UNICEF partner, 
Centre for Social Services, has provided 1,255 families (5,274 men and women and 2,087 children) with water 
supply through trucking at an average rate of 15 litre/capita/day. A further 941 families (6,587 individuals) were 
supplied in Modieah, Loader and Al-Mahfeed Districts in Abyan Governorate through  CSSW. The latter also 
received 940 kg of powder soap and 5,640 soap bars.  

 Over 2,200 families (9,475 men and women and 3,137 children) benefited from maintenance of WASH facilities 
and hygiene promotion activities in 37 schools in Aden and eight schools in Lahj.  

 An estimated 1,255 families and 29 schools in Aden (5,274 men and women and 2,087 children) received their 
monthly hygiene consumables (2,510 kg of powder soap and 8,785 soap bars).   

 
Education 

 Three schools earlier occupied by IDPs are now ready for use in Aden, bringing the total number of schools 
vacated in the last scholastic year to 22, hosting 12,000 students. 

 At least 28 out of the 39 schools in Lahj that were occupied by IDP families from Abyan have been vacated and 
will be ready to receive students as soon as rehabilitation work is complete. The education office has called upon 
the humanitarian and development partners to support the renovations within the month of September to enable 
at least 30,000 children to resume learning. 

 In Hajjah Governorate, 80 teachers, school headmasters and members of parents’ councils in Al-Khamisein 
District were trained to provide psycho-social support for children. Trainees were so enthusiastic about the skills 
they learned that they promised to apply it in schools as well as in communities with IDPs. 

 Also in Hajjah Governorate, the summer camp activities in Al-Khamisein area, Khayran District. attracted 1,400 
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IDPs and host community children (752 boys and 648 girls)   

 643 basic certificates were delivered for IDP students in AL-Khamisein in six schools and a further 7,500 IDPs 
and host community school age children are expected to benefit from the Back to School (B2S) campaign now 
under preparation. 

 UNICEF is leading a team from the Ministry of Education; curriculum and kindergarten departments, HCMC, 
SFD, and SOUL to establish a National Alliance on early childhood development (ECD). The alliance will 
strengthen coordination and networking amongst public and private stakeholder to put the interests and well-
being of children first and integrate them in all government policies, plans and programmes. 

 
Child Protection  
Monitoring and reporting on grave child rights violations (MRM): 
During the reporting period, eight MRM incidents were reported affecting 14 children (4 boys killed, 7 boys and 3 girls 
maimed). Four of the incidents took place in Abyan, one in Al Dalea and the rest were in Aden. Suicide bombings, 
which have increased in number since Ansha Al Sharia were driven out of Abyan, are now becoming the leading 
cause of deaths besides unexploded ordinance (UXOs). 

 During August, 13,047 people including 6,821 children (boys: 4,472, girls: 2,349) were given MRE in all the 15 
districts of Saada to prevent death and injuries due to explosions of mines and UXOs. These campaigns were 
carried out by the YEMAC team together with the community volunteers previously trained by YEMAC.   

 In Aden MRE was provided for 32,568 adults and children (12,378 in Abyan, 13,189 in Aden and 7,001 in Lahj).  

 As part of the partnership between UNICEF, MOSAL and Intersos, a Child Protection Centre in Haradh provided 
protection and interim care to 55 unaccompanied minors (UAM) (40 UAMs from the Horn of Africa and 15 
Yemeni children). These children received recreational and educational activities and peer education/life skills. 
Nine Yemeni children were re-integrated with their families and two UAMs from the Horn of Africa were 
supported with voluntary return.  

 A total of 14,621 IDP and IDP affected and vulnerable children (10,308 boys, 4,313 girls) were provided with 
access to psychosocial support through recreational, sports and play activities in partnership with MOSAL as 
well as Attakaful, and Mercy Corps in the governorates of Hajjah, Saada, Amran, Taiz and Al-Amanah. This took 
place in 26 child-friendly spaces (CFS) based in schools/ community and home based CFSs with focus on the 
most vulnerable children, 106 of whom (girls: 47, boys: 59) have been identified and referred to appropriate 
services.    

 101 (57 women and 44 men) community volunteers from IDPs in Aden were trained by DRC on MRM and other 
child rights concepts  

 A total of 38,854 children (24,371 boys, 14,483 girls) and 17,341 parents and community members (8,407 male, 
8,934 female) throughout Aden, Al-Amanah, Taiz, Saada, Hajjah and Amran Governorates attended awareness 
raising sessions on child protection in emergencies.  

 881 children (447 boys, 434 girls) were given information and knowledge on child rights and child protection in 
emergency by trained peer educators. At least 100 of the most vulnerable, out of school children (80 girls, 20 
boys) were equipped with knowledge and skills on child protection in Al-Amanah and Aden Governorates.  

 

Topic Spokesperson Languages Contact Details 

Child health 
Nutrition 

Agostino Munyiri 
Chief of YCSD  

English, Swahili +967 712223469 
amunyiri@unicef.org  

Education Mohamed Ali Bile, Chief of 
Basic Education and Gender Equity 

English, Arabic +967 7111 87 998 
salshehri@unicef.org  

WASH Ghassan Madieh 
Water, Sanitation, Hygiene 
Specialist 

Arabic, English +967 712223353 +967 737523015 
gmadieh@unicef.org  

Child 
Protection 

Ghada Kachachi 
Chief of Child Protection 

Arabic, English +962 79 7650146 
gkachachi@unicef.org  

Head of 
mission 

Geert Cappelaere  English, French, 
Dutch, Italian 

+967 71110 6127 +967 737523001 
gcappelaere@unicef.org  

Communication Mohammed Al-Asaadi 
Communication Officer 

Arabic, English +967 711-760-002 
malasaadi@unicef.org  

 
For further information, contact 
Jeremy Hopkins, Deputy Representative, +967-737-523-056 
www.unicef.org – www.facebook.com/unicefyemen.arabic – www.facebook.com/unicefyemen 
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