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UNICEF’s Response with partners 

Highlights 
 The ongoing El Niño-induced drought and saline intrusion 

emergency has adversely impacted the lives of two million 

people, including 520,000 children and a million women with 

shortage of water and food and now in need of humanitarian 

assistance in 18 most affected provinces. Reduced access to 

drinking water and water for other domestic uses exacerbated 

the prevalence of malnutrition and communicable diseases. 

 About 600,000 hectares of crop have been damaged in drought-

affected districts with varying degree of intensity between 60 to 

90 per cent. Overall, an estimated 1.75 million people have lost 

their incomes due to the impact of the drought on the 

agricultural sector.  

 The Government-One UN Joint Emergency Response Plan (ERP) 

captured the multi-sector outstanding need for US$48.5 Million 

of which US$40.7 Million was the gap in April 2016.  

 Immediate proactive action of UNICEF was the Representative 

fund reallocation from Programme to Emergency of 

US$ 100,000.00  

 UNCEF has received US$1.5 Million from CERF and is also set to 

receive US$2.5 Million more from the Government of Japan to 

respond to this emergency for WASH and Nutrition sectors.  
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520,000 
# of children affected out of  

2,000,000  
# of people affected 
 

600,000 
# hectares of crop damaged 

1,750,000 
# people lost incomes 

 

52 (18 most affected) 
# provinces affected out of  

64 

 

Government-One UN Joint 
Emergency Response Appeal 2016* 
US$ 48.5 million  
Funding gap: US$ 37.7 million 

 
UNICEF funds received: 
US$ 1.5 million  
US$ 2.5 Million set to receive 

 

 
UNICEF 

 
Sector/Cluster 

UNICEF Target 
Cumulative results 

(#) 
 

Cluster Target 
Cumulative 
results (#) 

WASH Indicator 
 

250,000 vulnerable people 
(Not available) (Not available) (Not available) 

Nutrition Indicator 
 

5,000 children  
7,400 pregnant/ lactating 

women 

(Not available) (Not available) (Not available) 

 

SITUATION IN NUMBERS:  



 

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 

The ongoing El Niño-induced drought and saline intrusion 

emergency has adversely impacted the lives of people in 52 of 

64 provinces. In the most affected 18 provinces, 2 million 

people including 520,000 children and 1 million women, are in 

need of humanitarian assistance.  Of the total 2 Million people 

affected, some 0.5 million live in the drought-affected South 

Central and Central Highlands Regions, and 1.5 million live in 

the Mekong Delta, where water shortages have been 

exacerbated by the saltwater intrusion. 

 

Reduced water use for washing, ablution, and hand-washing, 

have already resulted in increased incidence of diarrhoea, 

dysentery, hand, foot and mouth disease, and skin diseases.  

 

The poor access to water has also had an impact on children’s 

health, exacerbating the prevalence of malnutrition. 

 

Estimated Affected Population 
(Estimates calculated based on initial figures from Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural Development-MARD report,  March 2016; 
National Institute of Nutrition-NIN/Ministry of Health report, 
March 2016) 
 

Start of humanitarian response: 
 

 Total Male Female 

Total Affected 
Population 
 

2,000,000 700,000 1,300,000 

Children Affected 
(Under 18) 
 

520,000 
(Not 

available) 
(Not 

available) 

Children Under 
Five 
 

27,500 
(Not 

available) 
(Not 

available) 

Children 6 to 23 
months 
 

(Not 
available) 

(Not 
available) 

(Not 
available) 

Pregnant and 
lactating women 

39,000 
(Not 

available) 
(Not 

available) 

 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination 

UNICEF, as Lead of WASH and Nutrition Working Group is constantly monitoring the situation through the standing 

office of Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development (MARD), National Centre for Rural Water Supply and Sanitation 

(NCERWASS), Viet Nam Health Environment Management Agency (VIHEMA), National Institute of Nutrition (NIN), 

provincial counterparts and other humanitarian agencies to have update on the humanitarian situation.  

 

Based on the results of the 21-24 March 2016 joint multi-sector rapid assessment and subsequent monitoring and 

reporting by Government and partners, the Viet Nam Emergency Response Plan (ERP) outlines response and funding 

requirements to support the 2 million people suffering acute water shortages, 1.1 million who require food assistance, 

400,000 people in drought-affected areas at risk of water-related diseases, and 66,500 acutely malnourished under-five 

children and pregnant and lactating women. 



 

 

Humanitarian Strategy 

A joint Government UN and INGO assessment confirmed the urgent needs in the areas of water, sanitation and hygiene 

(WASH), health and nutrition, and food security. There are issues around reaching the most vulnerable in hard-to-reach 

locations–enhancing coordination mechanisms at provinces/districts levels. 

 

Within the Government of Viet Nam (GOV) structure, the overall sector response is led by Ministry of Agriculture and 

Rural Development (MARD) – the support primarily being water trucking – with a target to reach all 2 million people who 

don’t have their usual access to drinking and domestic water sources. 

 

The department of Agriculture and Rural Development (DARD) in provinces under the leadership of Provincial People’s 

Committee (PPC) is coordinating the crisis at provincial level. In severely affected provinces, INGOs such as Viet Nam 

Red Cross (VNRC), Oxfam, Care International, World Vision, and Save the Children are responding and reaching out to 

the most vulnerable sectors in a limited scale.  

 

UNICEF support aims to improve coordination among entities responding to emergency in affected provinces through 

joint planning, and improved services targeting to most vulnerable. 

 

Summary Analysis of Programme response 

UNICEF support aims to improve coordination among entities responding to emergency in affected provinces through 

joint planning. The joint planning will help improved targeting to most vulnerable and help the response to maintain 

standards.  

 

For the life threatening component of the Emergency response, using CERF support in WASH, UNICEF will support about 

250,000 vulnerable people with household water treatment and storage, and hygiene promotion to prevent 

communicable diseases. The support will be also extended to improve WASH facilities in schools. It is planned to make 

best use of schools and health centres as centres for hygiene, sanitation and nutrition promotion.  

 

In Nutrition, UNICEF will support 5,000 children and 7,400 pregnant/ lactating women suffering from micro-nutrient 

deficiency with Ready-to-Use Therapeutic Food (RUTF) and micro-nutrient supplements. 

 

UNICEF is also exploring ways to extend support to other sectors such as Child Protection by carrying out sector specific 

assessment. A child protection rapid assessment has being conducted in Ninh Thuan province.  Led by UNICEF and 

Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs (MOLISA), in collaboration with Save the Children and Plan International, the 

assessment looks at emerging or escalated child protection problems due to the drought and the magnitude thereof.  

The assessment will also identify response gaps and make recommendations for immediate interventions to address 

child protection concerns, as well as medium and long term solutions for strengthened child protection in emergencies. 

Assessment report is expected to be available in mid-June 2016 

 

Communications for Development (C4D) 
Preparing and responding successfully to emergencies require that evidence-based communication strategies become 

an integral part of emergency preparedness and response plans. UNICEF as a sector lead will support promotion life-

saving behavioural change communication especially covering the aspects of hygiene, sanitation and nutrition to reduce 

the risk of outbreaks of diarrheal, other water-related diseases, and severe child malnutrition. 

 

In collaboration with Government counterparts, other UN agencies, NGOs and other partners UNICEF will support 

planning, implementation, coordination and monitoring of Health, Nutrition and WASH emergency C4D interventions. 

The participatory and empowerment-based communication approaches are applied in strengthening public health 

responses, and integrating the perspectives of local populations into control procedures. 



 

 

Supply and Logistics 

UNICEF will provide immediate humanitarian response and to a smaller measure recovery phase activities in the areas 

of safe water supply, promotion of sanitation and hygiene; micro-nutrient supplements for most vulnerable women and 

children, treatment of severe acute malnutrition. 

  

In WASH, UNICEF will provide water treatment supplies, hygiene kits to the most vulnerable people in affected 

communities of six provinces. UNICEF will support to improve WASH facilities in schools of 60 affected communes – 

including water purifying and storage support. 

 

In Nutrition, UNICEF will support with supply of multiple micronutrient tablets for pregnant and lactating women to 

protect them from micro-nutrient deficiencies, and RUTFs and multiple micronutrient powders for under 5 children. 

UNICEF’s support also provided to improve the access to quality nutrition services for all targeted women and children 

under 5 in six affected provinces. 

 

Media and External Communication 

Media and External Communication play important roles to help reinforce the information. When operating during an 

emergency, these media can reach large numbers of people in a short time. Through the complementarity and synergies 

between external communication and C4D, UNICEF promotes life-saving behavioural change covering the aspects of 

hygiene, sanitation and nutrition. 

 

UNICEF will avail her expertise in the area of external communications to ensure that communication activities integrate 

the visibility of the contribution of the donors, coordination and collaboration with Government counterparts, other UN 

agencies, NGOs and other partners. 

 

Security 
Of the total 2 Million people affected, some 500,000 live in the drought-affected South Central and Central Highlands 

Regions, where the drought is expected to persist until September 2016 and 1.5 million live in the Mekong Delta, where 

water shortages have been exacerbated by the saltwater intrusion; with monsoon rains arriving in late May 2016. 

However there will be lingering impacts of the saltwater intrusion and will require cleaning of contaminated lands and 

water sources.  

 

Funding 
So far $10.8 million has been received/committed against an appeal for USD 48.5 million leaving a total funding gap of 

US$ 37.7 million. UNICEF has received about US$ 1.5 Million from CERF funds for humanitarian response for WASH and 

Nutrition sectors for 6-months. Other donors such as Japan, New Zealand, DFAT, USAID and Swiss are contributing 

and/or planning to contribute to this emergency response. Support from the Government of Japan is forthcoming in 

support of a proposal from UNICEF to address response and recovery needs in WASH and Nutrition sectors for 9-months 

with US$ 2.5 Million. 
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Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Jesper Moller 
Deputy Representative 
UNICEF Viet Nam 
Tel. +84 (0) 438500202 
Mobile: +84 (0) 988737500 
E-mail: jmoller@unicef.org 
 

Nguyen Dinh Quang  
Nutrition Officer  
UNICEF Viet Nam 
Tel: +84 (0)4 3850-0244 
Mobile: +84 (0) 0915025686 
Email: ndquang@unicef.org   
 

Nguyen Thi Thanh Huong 
Communication Specialist 
UNICEF Viet Nam 
Tel: +84 (0) 438500225 
Mobilie: +84 904154678 
Email: ntthuong@unicef.org 
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