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230,715# of registered IDP children 

1,774,976 # of registered IDPs 
(Ministry of Social Policy, 07 April 2016) 

 

3.7 million approx. # of affected 

people 
(Humanitarian Action for Children 2016) 

 

580,000 approx. # of affected children 
(Humanitarian Action for Children 2016) 
 

  43 civilian casualties in April 2016 

   1 child casualties in April 2016 

   8 civilian deaths in April 2016 
(OHCHR, 3 April 2016)   
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Highlights 

 

 The number of ceasefire violations in eastern Ukraine 
showed a marked increase in April, in comparison to 
previous months. On 16 April for example, as many as 
4,000 violations were recorded throughout eastern 
Ukraine. On 27 April, a mortar attack on the Olenivka 
checkpoint (Donetsk region or oblast) killed five 
civilians and injured another eight.   

 Following the end of the three rounds of the national 
polio vaccination campaign, an outbreak assessment 
team visited Ukraine from 18-28 April. The assessment 
team concluded that the transmission of the circulating 
vaccine-derived poliovirus (cVDPV-1) has probably 
stopped. The level of community confidence in 
vaccination has considerably increased due to the 
significant efforts made to reach high-risk populations. 

 From 26-29 April UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador 
Orlando Bloom visited Ukraine as part of the global 
UNICEF appeal for Education in Emergencies. Mr. 
Bloom met children in schools and kindergartens 
damaged during the conflict in eastern Ukraine.  

 UNICEF’s Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 
interventions in Luhansk and Donetsk oblasts have 
provided safe drinking water to more than 1.5 million 
people every month since the beginning of 2016.   

 UNICEF is finalizing the rehabilitation of 51 schools in 
Donetsk and Luhansk along the contact line, enabling 
safe access to education for 18,000 children.   

 

 

 

 
 

   



Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
 
During April the number of ceasefire violations recorded by OSCE, UNDSS, government sources and others, continued 
an upward trend, leading to a deteriorating security situation throughout eastern Ukraine, especially in the areas of 
Donetsk, Horlivka, Avdiivka, Yasnyuvata and Mariupol. On several days, there were hundreds of ceasefire violations: 
on 14 April, as many as 4,000 were recorded by monitors of the OSCE Special Monitoring Mission. One of the most 
serious incidents occurred in the early morning of 27 April at Olenivka checkpoint, 35 km southwest of Donetsk. Two 
vehicles were hit by a mortar shell, killing five civilians and seriously injuring another eight.  In total there were eight 
civilian deaths in eastern Ukraine in April (all adults), and 43 civilians were injured, including one child. 
 
Due to shelling in the area, the checkpoint at Stanitsa Luhanska in Luhansk oblast was closed on 8 April and was closed 
intermittently until 30 April, when it opened again temporarily. The checkpoint will function continuously when 
security improves, according to the Head of Luhansk Regional Civil-Military Administration.  While UN agencies 
continue maintaining presence in Non-Government controlled areas, their capability to effectively operate and 
provide the needed humanitarian assistance is still subject to the registration clearance by the de facto authorities.   
 
The humanitarian community welcomed the introduction of a draft law on ‘Humanitarian assistance in crisis situations’ 
to the Ukrainian parliament on 1 April, which is seen as a first step toward the revision of the current legal framework 
on humanitarian assistance.    
 
The Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) situation in the east of Ukraine remains a big concern. Water service 
providers in the conflict-affected areas continue to require support from agencies such as UNICEF, to carry out routine 
maintenance and operation, as well as emergency measures such as water trucking. In order to prevent the existing 
water supply systems from failure with potentially dire consequences for the population, strategic and reliable support 
to these entities will be needed for the near future. Water supply is a particular concern for the displaced and elderly 
living along the contact line.  The village of Metallist (Luhansk oblast), for example, only has water on three evenings 
and nights a week. There is also a huge demand for hygiene kits, as due to high poverty levels in the conflict-affected 
areas, people cannot afford even basic hygiene supplies.    
 
The suspension of social assistance and pension payments pending verification of places of residence, initiated by the 
Ministry of Social Policy in February, remains a key issue for IDPs as most of them depend on the payments as their 
only means of subsistence. The suspension particularly affects the most vulnerable, such as the elderly and people 
with disabilities, who may face difficulties reaching offices of the Department of Social Protection to confirm their 
residence. Meanwhile, the procedure for the verification of addresses remains unclear. UNICEF is continuing to 
monitor this situation. 
 
On 14 April the Ukrainian parliament, (Verkhovna Rada) accepted the resignation of Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk, 
and voted for a new Prime Minister, Volodymyr Groysman.  President Poroshenko and the new Prime Minister both 
gave speeches emphasizing the urgent need to continue reforms, fight corruption and work for the implementation 
of the Minsk Agreement in eastern Ukraine. 
  

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
 
Following recommendations from the global cluster coordination review, all Clusters are undertaking a performance 
monitoring exercise to strengthen coordination, and prepare a transition plan. This will involve a wide range of 
consultations with partners at national and local levels.  
 
A Joint Monitoring Mission of the Global WASH Cluster paid a week-long visit to Ukraine from 18-23 April, and held 
meetings with relevant interlocutors from UNICEF, partner organizations, local government, and water utilities in Kiev, 
Kramatorsk, and Severodonetsk. 
 
The Child Protection Sub-cluster continued working on the development of specific measures to address cases of 
unaccompanied children, children with disabilities, and street children, as well as issues related to child abuse and 
family violence at community level. Information booklets have been developed which include contact details of 
partners, services available and how to access them. The Child Protection Sub-cluster is exploring ways to replicate 
this experience in other parts of Ukraine. 
 



UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador Orlando Bloom visited Ukraine from 26-29 April. He met children in conflict-damaged 
schools and kindergartens in areas close to the contact line in Sloviansk, Sviatohirsk, Mariinivskyi and Svitlodarsk. The 
purpose of the visit was to include Ukraine in the global UNICEF appeal for Education in Emergencies, which will 
be launched on 4 May 2016. Mr. Bloom also spoke to schoolchildren who are receiving counselling for conflict-related 
stress disorders from UNICEF-supported psychologists.  
 
 

Summary of Programme Response 
 

 
Results as of 29 April 2016 

 

 
 
Health and Nutrition 
In line with the World Health Assembly resolutions on controlling outbreaks, UNICEF and its partners conducted an 
End of Outbreak Assessment from 18-28 April, following the completion of the third round of the polio vaccination 
campaign. The assessment was carried out by a group of independent experts who provided a number of 
recommendations to the Government of Ukraine, UNICEF and partners. The mission assessed progress in five oblasts 
throughout Ukraine, reviewed the poliovirus surveillance at the oblast and district or rayon level, and analysed 
supplementary immunization activity reports, communication, and other programme data.  

 

The assessment team considered that the transmission of the circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus (cVDPV-1) has 
probably stopped, however, Ukraine remains at high risk of the emergence of a new vaccine-derived poliovirus (VDPV), 
due to the accumulation of susceptible populations over the past few years. The team concluded that community 
confidence and trust in polio vaccination systems have increased significantly during the course of the outbreak 
response, especially due to the efforts made to reach high-risk populations such as Roma and internally displaced 
people.   

2016 PROGRAMME TARGETS AND RESULTS  

 
Cluster 2016  

Target  
Cluster  

Total Results  
UNICEF 2016 

Target  
UNICEF  

Total Results  

NUTRITION  

Pregnant or lactating women reached with infant and young 
child feeding counselling 

80,000 38,481 80,000 38,000 

HEALTH  

Number of children who received regular immunization 
through the enhancement of cold chain and vaccine 
distribution systems  

TBC N/a 400,000 N/a 

Number of health professionals who gained increased 
knowledge and capacity for the implementation of public 
health campaigns  

TBC N/a 2,000 1,165 

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE  

Number of conflict-affected people who gained access to safe 
drinking water  

1,700,000 1,775,380 1,200,000 1,519,542 

Number of people with access to hygiene supplies 
 

412,500 
 

N/a 300,000 206,341 

CHILD PROTECTION  

Number of affected children, youth and caregivers provided 
with psychosocial support 

TBC 33,546 400,000 45,779 

Number of children and their families who received MRE TBC N/a 400,000 237,916 

EDUCATION  

Number of children who benefitted from rehabilitated 
education infrastructure, life skills training and educational 
supplies  

TBC N/a 300,000 12,900 

HIV AND AIDS 

Number of pregnant women and children provided with tests 
for early diagnostic of HIV to prevent mother-to-child 
transmission of HIV  

TBC N/a 30,000 N/a 



The mission made a number of recommendations, among which: (i) Routine immunization should be strengthened; (ii) 
The communications plan for polio and routine immunization should continue, and include dialogue with caregivers, 
healthcare workers and media through a diverse range of channels; (iii) Communication coordination mechanisms and 
alliances established during the outbreak response should be safeguarded and strengthened; (iv)  the poliovirus 
surveillance throughout the country needs to be sustained. 
 

Maintaining reliable vaccine 
supply remains a key 
precondition for the 
revitalization of routine 
immunization for diseases other 
than polio. As part of the 
procurement services on behalf 
of the MoH, the first shipment of 
277,000 doses of Mumps, 
Measles and Rubella (MMR) 
vaccines has arrived in the 
country, and has been 
distributed to over 24,000 
immunization points in the 
country. The arrival of other 
antigens is expected over the 
next couple of months. However, 
the registration and clearance of 
vaccines by the national 
authorities remains a major 

constraint to timely delivery.  

 

As part of the global switch from trivalent oral polio vaccine (tOPV) to bOPV vaccines, Ukraine switched to the new 
vaccine on 18 May. Local registration of two different bOPV products has been finalized. UNICEF is expecting to deliver 
the first shipment of the 2.75 million doses of bOPV vaccines within May. 
 
UNICEF continued working with a number of NGO partners on safe breastfeeding practices. The NGO partner ‘Promir’ 
conducted trainings, distributed information materials and started a breastfeeding-support hotline for new mothers 
and pregnant women in Dobropillya and Sloviansk rayons in Donetsk oblast.  The NGO ‘Molochnye reki’ (‘Milk Rivers’), 
together with the Rinat Akhmetov Foundation published a number of articles including useful information and a 
question and answer format on breastfeeding on its website.     
 
A total of 115 medical professionals working in the Mother and Child Health care system, including paediatricians, 
gynaecologists, obstetricians, family doctors, general practitioners, neonatologists, and nurses have been trained by 
experienced trainers from the Donetsk oblast Department of Health and Donetsk Medical University. The training 
included a psychosocial component, aimed at decreasing the Post-traumatic Stress Disorder level among the training 
participants.  
 
WASH 
The delivery of safe drinking water to more than 1.4 million people per month since the beginning of the year has 
continued, through the provision of liquefied chlorine gas to all water treatment plants in the government-controlled 
areas of Donetsk oblast. This greatly decreases the risk of disease outbreak or epidemics to that population. It is 
planned to expand the provision of life-saving treatment chemicals to Luhansk oblast in May. 
 
High Density Polyethylene pipe for water distribution has been delivered to Kramatorsk Vodakanal water utility 
company, and the rehabilitation of the system has begun. This will improve its reliability, as at present it breaks down 
frequently. This pipe will ensure water provision to more than 40,000 people. 
 



UNICEF worked in close cooperation with its NGO 
partner Adventist Development and Relief Agency 
(ADRA) in ensuring water supplies and hygiene 
related materials in vulnerable communities 
throughout eastern Ukraine.  For example, pumps 
for boreholes have been provided to the towns of 
Starobilsk, Novoaidar and Bilokurankino in Luhansk 
oblast and water pipes handed over to the Mariinka 
city council to make repairs to their distribution 
system. Together, these interventions serve 
approximately 20,000 people. Two small water 
pumps have been provided to the village council of 
Pavlopil, located right on the contact line, providing 
water to a school and kindergarten.  Three water 

tanks have been installed in the towns of Zaitseve and Bakhmutka in Donetsk Oblast, to ensure the continuity of water 
to 1,500 people. Hygiene promotion events included the celebration of World Water day.  In collaboration with the 
Child Protection Programme, 2,500 colouring books, 2,500 copybooks, 4,500 hand washing posters, 3,500 bars of soap 
containing stickers with messages and 700 calendars were distributed. 
 
The provision of hygiene materials also continues with an additional 54,000 children benefiting through the 
distribution of 340 infant hygiene kits, 90 institutional hygiene kits, and washing powered donated by Proctor and 
Gamble. Children are now able to maintain a basic level of hygiene, reducing the risk of disease and 544 kindergartens 
have become more pleasant places to learn. 
 
Child Protection 
UNICEF’s child protection work includes activities related to psychological assistance, capacity building and work with 
youth, with the aim of rebuilding the protective environment around children and strengthening their resilience. 
Psychosocial support is provided to children and their caregivers in child friendly spaces at Community Protection 
Centres (CPCs) and mobile teams. In April 2016, a total of 9,787 children and caregivers were given psychosocial 
support at 13 CPCs, two branches in Donetsk and Kharkiv oblasts, and mobile teams conducting their activities in 
mostly government-controlled areas of Donetsk oblast, very close to the contact line.  In addition, 181 youth and 32 
caregivers benefited from psychosocial support provided by the NGO Most (Bridge) through the network of youth 
centres in non-government controlled areas of Donetsk, Horlivka and Snizhne, as well as two mobile outreach teams 
in Horlivka.  
 
UNICEF supported the capacity building of professionals in psychosocial work through the Centre for Specialized 
Psychological and Psychotherapeutic Assistance in Sloviansk, Donetsk oblast, run by the Kyiv-Mohyla Academy. In April 
2016, this Centre provided 16 family counselling meetings and 72 individual counselling sessions to 30 severely 
affected children. The Kyiv-Mohyla Academy also conducted 68 training sessions with teachers, school psychologists 
and social workers in five oblasts in eastern Ukraine.  These trainings aim to provide education professionals with new 
techniques and methodologies to provide support to students who have experienced war trauma, as well as for solving 
conflict situations and reducing tension among students, teachers, and parents.  
 
UNICEF partner NGO ‘Terre des hommes’ completed a series of two-day trainings in April on Child Protection Minimal 
Standards for child protection specialists in Mariupol and Krasnoarmiisk (Donetsk oblast).  Seventy participants from 
local Social Services, Education Department, CPCs and mobile teams, centres of extracurricular activities and local 
NGOs attended these trainings. In addition, a training session for the 14 mobile team members on psychosocial 
support and Movement, Games and Sports activities was conducted on 26-27 April.  
 
Many young people in eastern Ukraine are frustrated and lacking in hope for the future. UNICEF has also identified a 
need for intervention in schools and communities to promote values of peaceful coexistence and ways to help youth 
diffuse their anger and frustration. UNICEF supported the NGO ‘Volunteer’ to facilitate a three-day training entitled 
‘Promoting tolerance and preventing conflicts and hate crimes’ for 20 community professionals and CPC staff who 
work with conflict-affected youth. The training included the following topics: delinquency prevention; accepting 
diversity as a basis for tolerance (overcoming stigma and discrimination); developing positive attitude in life; and 
leadership skills and proactive social position.  
 

Assessment of the pump station for water supply, Mariupol, April 2016.© 
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In light of the recent information from the prosecutor in Mariupol that eight children were sentenced for involvement 
with armed groups in 2015 and a further nine cases are currently ongoing, the Child Protection sub-cluster meetings 
held in Kyiv and Dnipropetrovsk in April discussed how to prevent the recruitment and use of children in armed conflict 
The cluster agreed with the following recommendations for further action:  
 

 Review current legislation regulating recruitment and use of children by armed forces/groups to bring it in line 
with international standards; 

 Conduct public information campaigns on child protection laws and the hazards for children of being 
associated with armed forces or armed groups IDP and host communities; 

 Conduct trainings for persons working in social services and educational institutions on how to discuss these 
issues to children at risk; 

 Promote alternative role models for young men that convey a more positive and peaceful alternative to being 
armed; 

 Provide viable alternatives to joining armed forces through educational and vocational programmes, income 
generating activities, and access to livelihood opportunities; 

 Prevent family separation and promote rapid reunification of children with their families, paying specific 
attention to children who are attending educational institutions away from their families.  

 
Education 
UNICEF is finalizing the rehabilitation and refurbishment of 51 schools in Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts. UNICEF 
engineers monitor the construction sites, working in close cooperation with sub-contractors and school directors. A 
further 16 schools in Svitlodarsk, Dzerzhynsk (Toretsk), Myronivskiy, Stanichno-Luhanskiy raion and Luhanske received 
furniture in mid-April.  These locations are all very close to the contact line in Donetsk and Luhansk oblast.  A total of 
18,000 children will benefit, and gain access to education through this rehabilitation.   
 
In partnership with the Danish Refugee Council/Danish Demining Group (DRC/DDG), UNICEF produced 4,500 copies 
and plans to use during mine risk education in schools in the conflict-affected regions. In addition, 50 mine risk 
education billboards were produced, telling people living in the conflict affected areas not to drive off the roads and 
educating them about warning signs and State Emergency Service number to report about mines and unexploded 
ordnances. These will be installed near some of the checkpoints and crisis-affected villages in eastern Ukraine.  
 

External Communication 

 
From 26-29 April UNICEF Ukraine and the 
Division of Communication in New York 
organized the visit of UNICEF Goodwill 
Ambassador Orlando Bloom. The purpose 
of the visit was to gather video and photo 
content for the global UNICEF appeal for 
Education in Emergencies, which will 
be launched on 4 May 2016.  
 
On 4 April a joint press briefing was held in 
the Crisis Media Centre, Kyiv, by the 
Ministry of Education and Science, State 
Emergency Service and UNICEF for the 
International Day of Mine Awareness and 
Assistance in Mine Action. Participants, 
including the UNICEF Country 
Representative Giovanna Barberis, the 
Deputy Minister of Education and Science 
and First Deputy Head of the State 

Emergency Service reported on their joint activities and plans in the field of Mine Risk Education (MRE). UNICEF’s 
Country Representative presented the key results of the Knowledge, Attitude and Practices survey on MRE, supported 
by UNICEF and DRC/DDG and the new education campaign informing about risks of mines and safe behaviours with 
unexploded ordnance targeted at children, young people and parents, which should start from the middle of May.  
 

UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador Orlando Bloom met children affected by the conflict in 

eastern Ukraine. © UNICEF/Georgiev. 

 



From 10-14 April, the UNICEF Communication team together with Mad Production and Weber Shandwick companies 
visited schools in Krasnoarmiisk and Sloviansk in Donetsk oblast to gather footage for the joint ECHO/UNICEF 
Emergency Lessons campaign. This campaign highlights the vital importance of education during and in the aftermath 
of emergencies such as armed conflict in Eastern Ukraine and features children learning in emergency contexts. The 
team interviewed children, teachers and psychologists in schools where the ECHO/UNICEF project “Children of Peace” 
is being implemented and screened the children in two short videos “My School Photo” and “My Favorite 
Teacher.”  The first video of the campaigned from Ukraine will be release ahead of World Humanitarian Summit in the 
European Parliament with young leaders, the ECHO Commissioner, the Goodwill Ambassador and the President of the 
European Parliament. The UNICEF Ukraine Deputy Representative, Rudi Luchmann, took part in a programme on the 
national TV Channel ‘Donbass TV’ to discuss children’s needs in emergencies. He was interviewed about the 
programme needs as well as activities related to the psychosocial, WASH, and the educational response in eastern 
Ukraine.    
 

Funding and Planning 

As part of the 2016 inter-agency Humanitarian Response Plan, UNICEF is requesting US$54.3 million to meet the 
humanitarian needs of children in Ukraine in 2016. This includes an additional US$3.5 million to prevent mother-to-
child transmission of HIV for 30,000 pregnant women and children in non-government controlled areas as well as 
ensuring continuity and scaling up of anti-retroviral treatment for people living with HIV. The total requirements will 
cover both immediate life-saving interventions, as well as more comprehensive rehabilitation of WASH and 
educational infrastructure, provision of supplies and sustained basic social services for all conflict-affected children in 
Ukraine. As of 31 March 2016, UNICEF has received US$8,427,596 against the total requirement. UNICEF is urgently 
appealing for additional funds to sustain the provision of critical humanitarian support to conflict-affected women and 
children. This includes critical interventions in the WASH, protection and education sectors, as well as supplies for the 
HIV and AIDS response, mine-risk awareness and education. Supplies of all vaccines are needed to scale up the routine 
immunization of children and to address the remaining polio risk in Ukraine. 
 

 

Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal 2016 for a period of 12 months) 

Appeal Sector 

   

Funding gap 
Requirements Funds received 

Carry-forward to 
2016 

   $ % 

Nutrition 1,000,000.00  

16,052,029 

1,000,000 100% 

Health 4,450,000.00 990,570 3,459,430 78% 

Water, sanitation 
and hygiene 

30,400,000.00 2,419,378 27,980,622 92% 

Child protection 8,500,000.00 2,886,247 5,613,753 66% 

Education 5,850,000.00 1,708,021 4,141,979 71% 

HIV and AIDS 3,500,000.00  3,500,000 100% 

Cluster/sector 
coordination 

600,000.00 555,984 44,016 7% 

Total 54,300,000 8,560,199 16,052,029 29,687,772 55% 

 
For further information please contact: 
UNICEF Ukraine: http://www.unicef.org.ua Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicef.ukraine Twitter:  @unicef  ua. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Giovanna Barberis 
Representative 
UNICEF Ukraine 
Tel: +380-44-521-0125,  
254-2439; Email: 
gbarberis@unicef.org  

Natasha Stojkovska 
Emergency Coordinator 
UNICEF Ukraine 
Tel: +380-44-521-0125, 
254-2439; Email: 
nstojkovska@unicef.org  
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